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To  the  Subfcribers. 

HIS  work  is  intended  to  be  prefented  in  volumes. 


(the  proceedings  of  each  feffion  forming  one) 
but  fo  much  as  can  be  prepared;  will  be  delivered  as 
early  as  poflible  every  day. 

The  publifher  is  determined,  in  detailing  the  Debates 
of  that  Honorable  Body,  to  aft  \vith  fidelity,  imparti¬ 
ality,  and  ftricft  actuia.^j',  to  iiic  uuiiun  of  Iiis  abilities, 
which,  he  flatters  himfelf,  have  confiderably  improved 
fince  his  firlt  eflays  in  this  bufinefs. 

The  advantage  his  labours  polTefs,  by  taking  this 
form,  will  fuggeft  itfclf  to  every  reader— And  he  will 
only  add,  that  nothing  fliall  be  wanting  on  his  part  to 
give  general  fatisfadlion. 

Further  fubfcriptions  are  folicited,  in  order  to 
enable  the  publiflier  to  profecute  this  undertaking  with 
credit  to  himfelf  and  advantage  to  the  public.  Such 
gentlemen,  as  are  willing  to  give  it  their  fupport,  will 
pleafe  to  forward  their  addrefs  either  to  Thomas  Floyd 

or  Daniel  Humphreys. 
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PROCEEDINGS  and  DEBATES 

1 . 

DURING  THE 

Third  Seflion  of  the  eleventh  General  Assembly.  ■ 


Ttsu  u  Tuesday,  Septemher  1787.  P.  M. 

H  E  Honorable  Mr.  Speaker  and  forty  three  Members  met»  purfuant  ta 
adjournment ;  but  not  being  a  quorum,  they  adjourned  till  half  paft 
three  To-morrow  afternoon. 

Wednesday,  September  5,  P.  M. 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Speaker  and  fifty-two  Members  metj  and  bem?  a 
quorum,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  bufinefs.  ^ 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  MefTrs.  Foujke,  Burkhalter  and  Antis,  be  a 
Committee  £0  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Prefident  and  Supreme  Executive- 
Council,  to  inform  them  the  Houfe  is  formed,  and  ready  to  attend  to  any 
communications  which  that  Body  has  to  lay  before  them.  ^ 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Speaker  reprefented  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  room  they 
ufually  fat  in  was,  at  prefent.  occupied  by  the  Federal  Convention,  whofe 
fitting  had  been  prolonged  beyond  the  time  expe^ed  therefore,  the  room 
above  had  been  fitted  up,  in  order  to  accommodate  either  the  Houfe  or  the 
Convention,  as  ihould  be  determined  moft  eligible.  Whereupon 

Ordered,  That  when  this  Houfe  adjourns,  it  fiiall  be  to  the  room  up  flairs. 
Adjourned  until  half  paft  nine  To-morrow. 

Thursday,  September  6,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Wheeler  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Aflociated  Congregation  of  Pe- 
pea  and  Brandywine,  praying  a  repeal  or  fufpenfion  of  the  law  paffed  by  the 
laft  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  for  difeharging  or  annulling  the  declaration  of  truft  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Scots  Prefbyterian  church  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Hiltzheimer  prefented  a  fimilar  one,  figned  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marftiall  and 
others,  of  a  like  import. 

Mr.  Whitehill  prefented  a  petition  from  2.30  inb'Ubitants  of  York  county,  ftaU 
ing  their  fufFenogs  under  the  laws  which  compel  the  payment  of  debts,  bv  fell¬ 
ing  fheir  property  at  an  under  value  by  the  Sheriff*,  as  well  as  the  expenfivc 
mode  now  in  pradtice  for  recovery  of  the  fame. — 

All  of  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

^  Mr.  Wynkoop  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  granting  a  patent  to 
Oeorge  Wall,  for  a  certain  mathematical  inffrument  by  him  invented;  which. 

was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  ehgroffcd  for  the  purpofc  of  beiue: 
enadfed.  -  ° 

Mr.  Foulke  reported  verbally,  that  the  Committee  had  waited  on  Council, 
and  received  for  anfwer,  that  feveral  commuffications  would  be  made  this  morn¬ 
ing  by  their  Secretary.  '  1 

_  Mr.  Hubley  called  for  the  third  reading  of  thc  bill  to  liberate  Paul  Houfeman 
from  the  gaol  of  Lsneafter  county,  where  he  is  sooiiDed  for  »  debt  of  two  hun¬ 
dred 
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«dred  and  ninety  odd  pounds,  due  by  him  to  the  State,  being  a  deficiency  oa  the 
fetrlemeirt  of  hi'^  account-?,  as  Colle<ftor  of  Manor  townfhip. " 

Mr.  Hubley  remarked,  that  the  firuation  of  this  man  required  immediate  at¬ 
tention.  He  was  very  old,  upwards  of  iSo  years,  and  had  lain  in  gaol  more 
than  a  twelve-mc-ntb: — If  no  relief  was  extended  to  him  by  tVis  Houfe,  he  woivld 
ha'-'®  to  connnue  in  that  mod  miferable  place,  he  wgs  unable  to  pay  the  debt* 
nnd  was  without  friends  or  relations  that  could,  or  would,  do  any  thing  for 
him:  indeed  he  was  now  depending  upoa  the  charity  of  the  neighbours  for  his 
fupport. 

The  preamble  to  this  bill  flated,  among  other  reafons,  that  he  as  unable  ta 
leey  acceu7its.  This  Mr.  Findley  thought  might  be  flruck  out,  as  his  being  inca- 
pa'  le  to  keef'  accswtts^  would  b'e  an  indifferenX  reafon  to  a<^uate  this  Houfe,  and 
would  be  a  dangerous  precedent,  as  it  might  be  alledged  in  many  other  cafes 
where  perfofis  had  been  intruded  v/ith  public  monies, 

Mr.  Fitzfimons  thought  luffici-ent  peafon-8  were  not  offered  m  the  preamble; 
to  warrant  the  paffing  of  fuch  a  bill ;  he  was  of  opinion,  that  money,  after  being 
collected  from  the  people,  ought  to  come  fprw^»rd  into  the  treafury,  but  he  did 
pot  rtiean  to  oppofe  this  s  liberation ».  yet  hia  objedl  v/aa  alfo,  that  propei 
xeafons  fhould  be  altjgned  for  the  condu^  of  the  Legiflature'. 

M*"-  Hubley  knew  rro  better  reafons  than  thofe  mentioned  m  the  prcamble-r^ 
xamely,  “  by  reafan  ef  various  misfortunes:'' 

Mr.  Findley  then  added,  the  v/o^rds  ae  had  objected  to,  might  furely  go  out, 
fpr  his  hein^  unable  io  keep  acsountt^  was  one  of  the  misfortunes. 

Mr.  Whitehill  enquired,  if  there  had  not  been  u  recommendation  accompany-^ 
5ng  the  petition,  on  which  the  bill  was  founded — If  there  was,  he  wi(h«4  to  fee 
3t,  becaufe  it  mi^ht  contain  fomething  that  would  warrant  the  Houfe  in  palhng 
the  bill;  he  v/ifhed  to  fee  that  the  man  did  not  fail  frono,  negle^f,  but  rather  from- 
unfbrefeen  accidents  i—  he  was  apprehunfive  of  ill  coniequences  arifing  from, 
the  precedent,  and  joined  v/ich  Mr^  Fiulimons  in  opinion,  thqt  all  monies  ought 
t,o  come  forward  after  coUeiflioD.  •  •  ; 

'■  The  petition  and  recommendauen  were  read. 

Mr.  Hubley  had  been  Informed,’  and  the  recomrtjendatlon  reprefented,  that 
lie  had  been  a  gfod  cititeii,  but  all  acknowledged  he  was  illiterate,  tbougk 
otherwifie  of  good  charaifler, 

Mr.  Fitzfimons  repeated,  he  did  not  me-an-to  oppofe  this  bill,  but  had  ftrong 
objedlions  againft  eftablifhing  a  precedent  of  this  nature  ;  and  therefore  hoped  it 
would  be  poftponed,  until  the  preamble  could  be  fo  worded,  as  to  avoid  the 
dangerous  confequences  he  forel'aw.  ’  . 

Mr.  Whitehill  leconded  the  polTponement,  until  better  reafons  could  be  in¬ 
troduced,  but  he  thought  the  Commiflioners  of  the  county  w-ere  blameable  for 
continuing  fuch  a  charadter  fix  years  in  a  place  he  was  unable  to  fill,  by  reafoa 
of  his  ignorance. -r^He  did  not  like  that  they  ihould  have  it  in  their  power  to  cut 
off  two  hundred  and  odd  pounds  by  fuch  contrivanee''— if  other  counties  were- to 
make  up  this  deficiency,  he  would 'oppofe  it.  The  CommilFioners  or  Treafurer- 
were  in  fault  to  fuller  him  to  go  fix  years  too  without  onee  fettling  bis  accounts ; 
however,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  poftponed,  until  fota®  better  language  was 
introduced  into  the  preamble;  and  this  would  Ihew,  that  the  Houfe  meant  to 
guarded,  and  might  prevent  fuch  improprieties  in  futur.e; 

The  bill  was  poftponed  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheekr,  the  bill  for  Gopfirmlng  #nd  amending  the  charter 
of  the  Uni^d  Swedish  Lutheran  churches  of  Wicaeoa,  Kingfefs  a«d  Upper 
^derion,  was  read  a  third  timeV  aud  ordered  to  be  eqgroffed. 

Mr.  Siller  called  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  German  reformed  congregatioa 
of  fr^ankfordi,  to  a  third  readi®g»*»-but  after  fopie  progreH  madr  therein,  it  v^as 
poftponed  until  the  tninifter,  or  fome  eoncerneda  wer-f  uj^on  U: 

Imail  matter  mentioned  in  one  of  the  claufes. 

•  X  Mo wipg  MelTage  W4S  m(w,Y«d  afid  r^d ;  ■  a  M£S 
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of  PeNNSYLVA-NJA. 

A  MESSAGE  frtm  thi  Vice-Prefident  and.  Supreme  Executive  Gounell  ta  th^ 

GeneFai  Affembly. 

Gentleman, 

TH^  Sp^retary  will  Uy  before  y^iu  a  latter  from  the  Seoretary  of  Popeiga 
Affairs,  of  the  ^4  of  July,  inoIofiRg  extra^fa  of  fundry  letter?  tranfmitted- 
l^y  the  Hoporable  Mr.  Adam^ — T wo  letters  from  Charles  Thomfon,  Ehq.  of 
the  2d  apd  of  July,  inclo^ng  fome  returns  of  the  ftare  of  reprefentatioR  ia 
’Congrefs-!-;;;'Ap  ordinance  of  Congtels,  refpedling  public  acoouRts  which  renuin 
anliquid^ted,  apd  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco-— - 
A  repeat  of  the  Boatd'of  Treafary  efthe  United  States-^Sundry  lefolutioBs  of 
Congrefs  ;  ope  of  tfi^m  recominonding  the  repeal  of  all  legirtative  acts  repugnanf* 
%o  the  Treaty  of  Hcaee  with  Great-BricaiR  :  one  other  relating  to  penfiORs  due 
to.  officers^  ip  the  late  army;  and  a  third  allowing  further  time  for  eKhihiting 
<Ua!?ris  again  ft  the  Uniti^d  States-*- A  cranfe-ript  of  the  record  of  tire  Gonvi^don  of 
1  homas  Dyer,  a  Juftice  of  the'Peace  in  Bueks  county,  for  an  affault  and  hat- 
jjsry  dpen  Joleph  Thomas  of  the  Aid  councyT^A  memorial  from  diver's 
ants  ot  land  in  ih^  eounty  of  Luzern,  and  a  petition  from  Ann  Downey. 

'  ^  meiia^e  of  this  Board  to  your  Honorable  Hoafe,  in  November  la^,  we 

lee.omm^nded  the  falp  of  the  relerved  traff  oppoftte  to  Pittfburg  ;  a  bill  for-  this 
purpofe  haa  been  pubiilhed  for  confederation,  and  ordered  to  be  engroOed. 

^  Vve  are  of  opinion  it  will  be  of  advantage  Co  the  State,  if  this  bill  is  cni<ffed 
mce  a  law,  doping  6hi$  felljQD. 

CHARLES  BIDDLE,  yke-Preftdeat.  I 

Qeuncll  Qhamhen,  ’Bhilqdehhiff,  Sifkt ember  1787. 

On  motion  and  by  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  con^- 
mjeted  to  MelTrs.  Wynkoop,  Findley  and  Whitehill,  to  arrange  and  report. 
Adjourned  yntil  Td'fnu.orfov/. 

Friday,  Sepunden  7,  A-  M. 

Mr.  M'Dowejl  prefented  a  petition  from  62  inhabitants  of  Waftiisgtoa  county"^, 
praying,  thgt  Charcier’s  creek  may  be  made  a  public  highway. 

Mr.  Kennedy  introduced  g  petition  from  the  elders  and  other  members  of  thp 
Firft  Preft>>!;erian  eongregation  in  Cumberland  county,  praying  tobe  facorporated. 

Mr.  Whstehill  presented  another  from  8eo  of  the  iHhabitants  of  Cumberland, 
Northnrnberland  and  Bedford  counties,  praying  a  more  cpQvenieat  rpad  tharfthss 
present  Kiuy  be  laid  opt  over  the  mountains. 

Thele  leverally  being  read,  were  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  bill  poftponed  yfelterday  for  ineor-popating  the  German  reformed  congre¬ 
gation  of  Frttnkford,  was  now  gone  through  and  ordered  to  be  engroiTed. 

,  The  bill  for  incorporating  the  Gorman  Lutheran  congregation  at  Reading,  was 
jea.d  a  third  time  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wynkoop,  the  bill  for  eftablilhin^  a  right  in  Jofeph  V ander- 
.grife  and  Jofeph  Baldwin,  to  a  certain  ferry  over  Nelhafniney  creek,  and  au- 
ihorifing  them  to  maintain  a  bridge  acrofs  the  fanie,  was  read,  as  were  the  pefH 
^oi}3  for  and  againft  the  fame. 

It  Was  moved  by  Mr.  D.  Clymer  to  poSpone,  uptil  the  pfrtic;s  tpade  proof  of 
what  they  feverally  alledged. 

Mr.  Wynkoop  would  not  obje^  to  the  poftpoiremcnt  for  a  few  day?,  until  th^ 
parties  could  come  forward.  Whereupon  it  was  ordered  to  be  poftponed. 
r  emp<>wer  certain  members  of  Chrift  church  and  St.  Peter's,  t^) 

fell  a  lot  of  gr.ouod  in  the  Northern  Libertieis,  was  reading  a  third  time,  whe® 
Mr.  ohfer-ved,  that  there  was  a  petition  from  Mr.  Rearfley,  obj^dling 

^ainft  this  bill,  and  aclaafe  had  been  added  to  remove  thefe  obje^ions. 

Mr.  Rotwofpn  thotight  the  edaufe  had  nat  tha^LefFe<Sf »  ^ud  ^  few  words  were 

added 

^  t  Moft  of  th.efe  indofures  having  already  appeared  ia  Papers,  jt  is 

4e«ttted  wafeceffary  iafwt  in  thi«  . *  » 
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added  by  Mr.  D.  Clymer,  who  moved  a  poflponement,  that  time  might  be- giv¬ 
en  to  examine  more  particularly. 

■  Mr.  Fitzfimons  was  fatlsfied  the  gentleman  who  claimed  the  eftate,  would  be 
ound  without  a  title,  but  had  no  objedlion  to  the  poflponement — and  the  bill 
wa>j  pcntponed  accordingly. 

_  The  aa  for  eflabiifliing  a  ferry  at  Spring-mill,  acrofs  the  Schuylkill,  and  vefl- 
tngtne  right  thereof  in  Peter  Legeau,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

r.  itehill  introduced  a  petition  from  Lewis  Caflieman,  who  fays  he  is 
age  109  years.  Phis  petition  was  read,  and  contained  feme  perfonal  reflec¬ 
tions  on  Ml,  Wood.  It  was  obferved  by  the  Honorable  the  Speaker,  on 
putting  the  queflion,  Shall  this  lie  on  your  table ”  that  the  Member  who 
r  informed  the  Houle  of  its  general  tenor,  according  to  the 

e  ta  ^  bed  piadlice,  at  the  time  of  prefentraent,  and  he  had  received  it  under  the 
impreluon  th at  it  was  a  claim  for  a  compenfation  of  fervices. 

^  On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzfimons  next  Wednefday  was  alTigned  for  the  third  read- 
^  regulating  vendues,  and  Thurfday  for  the  efeheat  bill. 

^  hiiehill  moved,  that  the.  bill  to  alter  part  of  the  eleiflion  law,  be. made 

tne  or  er  of  the  day  for  Tuefday  ;  and  Mr.  Braekenridge  wiflsed  that  Friday 
mould  be  afilgned  for  the  bill  erediing  part  of  Weftmoreland  and  Walhington  into 
new  county  ;  both  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  and  endow  an  academy  at  Pittfburg,  was,  on  motion 
cf  Mr.  Brackenridge,  read  a  third  time  ;  and  it  was  propofed  by  him  to  fill  up  a 
blank  in  the  claufe  of  endowment  with  10,000  acres;  but  he  was  not  feconded. 
V/herefore,  he  moved  5000,  and  was  fecended  by  Mr.  Barr. — Mr.  Gray  moved 
2,000,  and  was  feconded  by  Mr.  D.  Clymer. 

Mr.  Brackenridge  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  be  induced  to  think  5;ooo  acres 
^  quantity  lufhciently  fmall  for  the  endov/ment  of  this  academy — 10,000  have 
been  granted  to  the  one  at  Lancafler  and  the  Epifcopal  academy  of  this  city  » 
therefore  I  luppofe,  that  10,000  is  not  more  than  proper. — 5,000  is  confidera'  ]y 
lefs  *  and  no  doubt  the  warrants  already  laid  under  thofe  grants,  have  feledled 
the  beft  lands  ;  in  this  cafe  z,ooo  acres  of  what  remains,  cannot  certainly  be  of 
greater  value.  I  (hall  not  fay  much  on  this  occafion,  as  every  member  will  ue  able 
to  decide,  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  encourage  fo  great  an  objea,  as  the  ad- 
vaneeraeijt  of  fcience  and  literature  in  the  weftern  country.  Pittfburg,  fir,  bids 
fair,  from  its  central  fituation  to  become  the  proper  place  for  eflablifhing  a 
Ichool,  well  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the  legiflature  ;  and  as  there  W’ill  not 
likely  be  any  ccnfiderable  donations  from  individuals  for  this  purpofe,  I  think  the 
Houfe  will  be  jqftifiable  in  fo  laudable  a  liberality. 

Mr.  M'Doweil  thought  the  advancement  of  literature  deferving  the  patronage 
of  the  Legiflature,  and  that  10,000  acres  was  a  proper  donation ;  he  therefore 
would  revive  the  motion  for  filling  the  blank  with  that  quantity. 

Mr.Robinfcn  feconded  him  and  would  offer  his  reafons  for  fo  doing — The  ar¬ 
guments  already  advanced  he  corroborated,  and  further  fuppofed  the  Houfe 
meant  to  endow  feminaries  of  education,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  generally 
iifeful,  for  unlefs  fufficient  was  given,  the  good  efFe<5Is  intended  would  not  be 
produced.  When  he  confidered  that  the  moft  weflern  public  fchool  was  at  Caf- 
Ji'fle,  and  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  very  remote  from  that,  as  well  as  the 
fituation  of  the  country  beyond  the  mountains,  he  could  not  but  believe  the  legifla¬ 
ture  meant  to  eftablifh  the  one  now  propofed,  taking  it  for  granted  their. oijeiSl 
way  to  encourage  what  vvas  flrongly  recommended  by  the  conftitution,  and  what 
v/as  fo  interefting  to  the  welfare  of  the  State.  He  could  not  fee  by  what  rea- 
fon  they  were  aduated  in  retrenching,  in  this  cafe,  their  ufual  liberality. — He 
was  apprehenfive,  it  would  affix  the  character  of  an  improper  parfimony  upon 
th  Is  Houfe,  and  fliew  an  inconfirtency  in  its  condud.  Until  there  appears  one 
of  thefe  pofitions,  either  that  the  State  has  not  the  land  to  beflow,  or  by  culti¬ 
vation  i(i  its  neighbourhood,  it  had  become  much  more  valuable,  it  was  indeli¬ 
cate  to  retrench,  repeated — The  Houfe  ought  not  to  alter  its  cendwd,  ua- 

iefe 
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lefs  it  was  out  of  its  power  to  beftow,  or  that  the  lands  had  rifen  In  value,  fo 
that  looo  acres  were  equal  to  10,000  given  at  a  former  period  5  but  this  not" be¬ 
ing  the  cafe,  he  cOuld  conceive  no  reafon  for  not  giving  the  10,000. 

On  the  queftion  to  fill  with  10,000 — nineteen  members  only  rofe — but  there 
appeared  a  confi^rable  majority  for  5,000,  and  it  was  inferted  accordingly. 

Mr.  Brackenridge  propofed  a  new  claufe,  binding  the  flate  to  fuftain,  ail  the 
expences  of  furveying  and  patenting  the  fame,  which  was  adopted,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

Adjourned. 

Saturday,  September  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met,  and  Mr.  Brackenridge  prefented  petitions  from  1,3^3  inabi- 
tants  of  Walhington  county,  praying  they  might  be  annexed  to  the  new  county 
pr  opofed  to  be  made  out  of  that  and  Wefimoreland.  ^  ’ 

,  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

T  he  bill  enabling  Peter  Legeau  to  eftablifh  a  ferry  acrofs  Schuylkill,  was  com-, 
pared  and  enadled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wynfcoop,  Saturday  is  affigned  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
billrelative  to  Jofeph  Baldwin’s  and  jos.  Vandergrift’s  bridge  acrofs  Nefliaminey. 

The  bill  for  dividing  Walhington  county  into  eledtion  diftridls,  was  called  up 
tor  a  third  reading. 

,  ^‘'ackenridge  reprefented,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  proceed  with  this 
bill,  inalrnuch  as  it  was  likely  that  a  part  of  thofe  diftrids,  would  be  annexed  to 
the  propoied  new  county,  fliould  tUc  iiouTw  JcLcrmine  upon  creeling  one.  As 
the  bill  for  that  purpofe  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next,  he  pre¬ 
fumed  there  would  be  time  enough  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  by  pafTinc^  this  im¬ 
mediately  afterward.  He,  therefore,  moved  a  poflponement.  ^ 

Mr.  Wright  hoped  the  poftponemenc  would  not  be  agreed  to;  as  the  time  of 
eleaion  was-  drawing  on,  the  people  would  not  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the  fame 
privilege  as  their  fellow^citizens,  in  having  the  place  of  eledlion  convenient 
unleis  the  election  diftriiSls  were  marked  out.  _  * 

Mr.  Fitzfimons  did  not  intend  to  prevent  this  bill’s  palling  in  the  prefent 
feffion  ;  but  it  was  certainly  wrong  to  alTign  the  inhabitants  a  place  to  vote  at 
which  would  be  out  of  the  county,  as  might  be  the  cafe,  if  the  new  county  was 

ereiSled.  He  would  by  no  means  oppofe  it,  after  the  fate  of  the  other  bill  had 
been  determined. 

Mr.  M‘Dowell  would  leave  it  to  any  man  to  fay,  whether  it  was  praaicable 
to  inform  the  inhabitants  of  that  remote  and  excenfive  county,  fhould  the  bufi- 
nefs  be  delayed.  He  thought  it  was  not ;  and  as  it  was  expefted  the  bill  would 
1  It  would  be  laying  the  foundation  of  fraud,  deceit  and  contell,  at  the  next 
cleaion.  He  profeffed  himfelf  altogether  unconcerned  upon  the  ereaion  of  the 
new  county  ;  and  faid,  it  gave  him  no  uneafinefs,  let  the  Houfe  determine  as 
they  will  in  that  particular;  but  he  thought  it  bell  to  pafs  the  bill,  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  might  know  where  they  were  to  go  to  elea  their  officers  at  the  next 
cJeaion. 


The  queftion  on  pbftponement  was  negatived,  being  a6' to  ^5. 

When  the  bill  was  under  confideration,  Mr.  Findley  obferved,  that  he  hap- 
pened  to  be  out  of  the  Houfe,  when  it  was  taken  up,  and  was  ignorant  of  what 
hadbeen  done— He  thought  it  highly  proper,  that  the  county  Ihould  be  divided 
.Into  eleaion  diftrias ;  but  the  members  would  recollea,  when  this  bill  was  be¬ 
fore  them  Uft  feffion,  he  had  faid,  that  if  it  did  not  pafs  then,  that  he  ffiould  op- 
pole  It  at  the  next,  becaufc  there  would  not  be  time  Efficient  for  the  people  to 
e  in  ormed  Upon  this  principle  he  (hould  think  a  poftponement  proper,  unlefs 
*  added,  or  the  bill  altered  fo  as  to  commence  the  next  year. 

Mr.  M  Dowell  was  confident,  that  from  the  largenefs  of  the  diftria,  they  had 

not  time  tornake  their  determination  generally  known;  but  then  it  was  well  to 
lay  the  foundation.  vtcu  tv# 

•Mr.  Wright  intrpduced  a  claufe  as  recommended  by  Mr,  Findley. 

Mr, 
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addreffed  the  chair  for  fome  confidcrablt  tilbe  ;  but  it  Was  I’rS. 
yoiuDie  to  hear  ctte  <w^y-xl. 

tboughc  k  be(i  to  poftpohe  until  n^xt  year,  as  he  did  hot  know  the 
X  "  n  divifi-on  propofed  ,  perhaps  whkt  was  intended,  ihight 

of  ft  benefit  to  the  people  concemeda  He  h^d  knov/n 
B I  antes  where  intonVehienees  had  arifen  by  a  too  hafly  deeifioh. 

u  called  the  reculleaion  of  the  Houfe  to  What  he  -had  rrsentk 

hed  the  la/t  feffK  n-~He  had  then  the  doubts  alluded  to  by  the  honourable 
member  who  fpbke  laft,  but  they  were  entirely  removed  t  for  he  had  {earned,  by 
converfing  with  the  gentlemen  in  that  county,  that  it  was  perfeaiy  agreeable, 

expected  in  any  cafe  ;  and  moreover,  they  hop- 
lea  the  bill  would  pals  this  fefifion  i  they  had  it  in  their  hands,  and  uhderftood  it 
Tvell— but  he  queliioned  the  propriety  of  adding  the  provifo  :  for  this  would  de- 
eeive  them^as  they  could. not  be  governed  by  it  at  the  next  eledfion^they  ex- 
pett  the  bill  will  pafs  no  w*  and  are  prepared  for  the  change.  If  It  k  not  mkde^ 
they  are  ^nfufed  and  miflfed.  Again,  the  gentitmen  think,  there  is  not  tirhb,  but 

would  pledge  himfelf,  that  the  ihformatiott  l^ould  be  con  ey*- 
ed  luthciently  early'.  But  how  ipeonfiftent  was  the  gentkmaft  (Mt.  Wright) 

o  alledges  the  people  are  deprived  of  their  privileges ;  but  yet  ihtrod  ees  & 
provEfo,  that  continues  them  in  fb  difagreieable  a  predicame&t.  There  is  time, 
then  let  the  people  have  it^  It  k  their  rights  then  let  the^  have  it.  It  k 
i^ihat  they  have  with  eameftn^r^i.  pr^'c^  for.,  tfwn  let  th^tiR  have  It ;  th^y  atfe 
^nxiou«  in  expedfatioa  of  this  convenience}  then  let  them*  thereforS,  hkve  its 
firpe  enough.  If  thh  bill  muft  pafs  immediately,. let  It  pafs  without  the 
provifo;  let  its  operation  commehce  now,  as  We  regard  their  ifetetfeftj  fehcim'ent 
and  ceaVenience^ 

Mr.  Wright  had  hot  IntrodUeed  the  provifo ‘with  any  irtientibft  to  prevent  thfe 
peoples  having  this  conveniehcen^He  had  thought  there  was  ftot  time  fof  it  to  be 
Jcaown— but  if  there  was,  he  Ihould  chearfuily  give  up  the  fcotifen: 

^  Some  more  co®verfatibh  paffed  on  this  bat  ii  wa^  nothing  hut  a  re¬ 

iteration  of  the  foregoingw 

The  quefiion  of  poftpohemeht  was  tarried  by  a  great  fnajorltyi 

Mr.  Whitehill  prefented  the  report  of  the  tontmittee  oft  the  melTage  received 
on  Thurfday  laft,  fiating*  that  “  the  letter  ^om  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  AtFaifs, 
of  the  3d  of  July,  inclofmg  extra^ls  of  fundry  letters  tranfmitted  by  the  Honorble 
Mr  Adams— Two  letters  from  Charles  Thompfon,  Efq*  of  the  id  and  zift  JU'- 
Jy,  incloiing  fome  returns  of  the  Rate  of  reprefentation  in  Congrdfs— An  ordr- 
■jiance  of  Cofigref8>  refpedling  puMk  accounts  whith  remain  tmliquidatedj  and 
a  copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  Empbror  af  Moroeco-^A  report  of  thfc 
Board  of  T reafur.y  of  the  United  States— -A  refolation  of  Coagrefs  relating  to  peft- 
Jfions  due  to  officers  in  the  late  army,  and  another  for  allowing  farther  timd  for 
exhibiting  clainns  againftthc  United  States,”  contained  nothing  bht  fudh  informa¬ 
tion  as  it  was  unnecelTary  to  take  order  on. 

“  The  refolution  of  Coflgrbfs  reconamending  a  repeal  of  ait  legiAatlvg  aiSs.Ve- 
pugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  Peaefe  with  Great  Britain,”  the  Committee  were  not 
libniibie  that  any  fu«h  exified,  but  recommend  letting  it  lay  over  unto  the  iieXC 
^■ciufb. 

The  Gomnvittee  alfo  offered  a  refolution,  “  Thftt  a  fpeckl  Committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confider,  theeftfe  of  Thomas  Dyer,  a  juRiefe  of  Peace  for  Bucks  coun- 
and  to  report  thereon*” 

“  The  memorkl  from  divers  claimants  of  land  in  the  county  of  Ldzerhe,^* 
'vouki  properly  com?  under  attention  of  the  Legiflature.  And, 

The  petition  from  Ann  Downey”  might  aJlb  be  referred  to  tkC  next  Houfe, 
zo  which  fhe  might  apply*  if  (he  thought  fit. 

The  report  being  read,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith  called  fof  the  third  reading  of  the  oill  entitled  “  an  to  divide 
'he  cc^nties  of  Fr^akiin  and  Fayette  into  election  and  to  alter  the  place 

for 
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for  holding  the  general  ekalon  in  the  Hxth  diftria  in  the  county  of  Bedford, 
and  for  making  the  townlliil)s  of  Greenwood  and  Rye  in  the  county  of  Cumber¬ 
land,  a  fixth  didria,  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  generJll  eleaions.” 

A  Converfation  took  place  on  the  propriety  of  direaing  the  eleaions  to  be^ 
held  at  the  places  enumerated  in  the  bill,  In  preference  of  any  other,  and  of 
the  divdfion  propofed,  and  Mr.  Dale  moved  to  poftpone  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smithy  as  a  member  from  Franklin,  approved  of  the  places  and  divllion 
becaufe  they  were  agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  county  , 
and  as  they  had  had  the  law  in  their  hands  for  ^  or  6  months,  they  were  con* 
fequently  well  acquainted  with  the  intention  of  the  Legiflature  did  they  dif- 
‘approvm  of  them,  they  v/ould  have  come  forward,  and  made  known  their  ob¬ 
jections. 

Mr.  Findley  recommended  other  llnes^  becaufe  the  didanees  had  not  been 
properly  attended  to— .he  had  lived  in  that  county,  and  knew  fomething  of  it. 
He  oblerved  of  feme  of  the  places,  that  they  were  affixed  at  the  extremity  of 
the  didriCts  5  and  that,  though  their  inhabitants  might  now  generally  approve 
of  them — yet  an  alteration  would  become  neceffary  hereafteri  It  might  be 
the  general  wlffi  of  the  people,  but  it  was  not  the  natural  wiffi  \  a  part  of  one 
diftriCt  was  much  nearer  to  Ch  amber  lb  urg,  than  Green  Cadle  >  and  that 
ought  to  be  altered — but  he  would  not  trouble  the  Houfe  much  about  it. 

■  Mr.  IVhitehjily  as  a  reprefenrative  from  Cumberland,  knew  the  bill  was  lik¬ 
ed  by  thofe  who  were  to  be  affeCled  by  it — and  he  thought  that  the  Houfe 
(hould  pay  fome  refpeCt  to  that  opinion  »  and  as  the  eleClion  was  drawing  near, 
he  wifhed  the  bill  was  paffed  early,  that  the  people  might  know,  in  what  fitu- 
ation,  they  were  to  be  placed.  He  was  for  the  election’s  being  held  at  thofe 
places,  where  they  expected  it ;  and  was,  therefore,  againd  alterations,  as  well 
as  againd  the  podponemeriti 

"  Mr.  D.  Clymer  would  rather  take  the  opinion  of  the  two  gentlemen,  who  re^ 
lided  in  the  counties  afteCted  by  the  bill,  than  that  of  the  member  from  Wed- 
moreland ;  for  although  he  had  once  redded  there,  yet  he  did  not  know  but  a 
‘  change  of  parties  and  intered  had  been  made  dnee  his  abfence  ;  and  that,  that 
•which  would  have  been  agreeable  then,  was  now  otherwife.  The  bill  had 
been  a  long  time  publiffied,  and  if  objections  could  be  made,  the  inhabitants 
'  had  full  opportunity  to  prefent  them- — He  hoped  the  Houfe  would  proceed 
•with  the  bill — And  he  was  confident^  from  the  known  candor  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Wedmoreland,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  prevent  it,  efpecially  as  be 
Wad  riot  very  warm  in  fupport  of  either  alteration  or  podpoaement. 

Mr.  Dahy  informed  the  Houfe,  that  two  or  three  new  cownffiips  had  been 
laid  off  in  the  county  he  was  from ;  and  that  he  wanted  the  bill  only  laid  over 
for  a  day  of  two,  until  he  could  fupply  the  names,  that  fo  they  might  be  in- 
ferted  in  it. 

This  he  could  do  by  Monday,  becaufe  there  was  a  gentleman  in  town  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  them,  and  it  would  fave  the  trouble  of  paffing  another 

bill  for  this  purpofe.  ^  r  •  nr 

Mr.  WhitehilL — If  the  people  Iri  that  county  wanted  to  fet  a  part  or  it  ott 

into  election  didriCts,  they  ought  to  have  applied  earlier,  that  the  alteration 
might  be  generally  known — it  was  now  too  late  i  for  if  any  change  was  made, 
it  would  be  a  furprife  on  the  inhabitants,  and  might  have  ill  confequences. 
Why  cannot  they,  for  this  year,  hold  their  elections  as  ufual,  and  fairly.'*  It 
the  alteration  v/as  now  made,  they  would  not  benefit  by  it  this  year,  becaufe 
they  could  not  know  it  in  time — therefore,  this  fliould  be  no  realoa  for  pod- 
poning. 

The  quedion  on  podponing  was  lod,  and  the  bill,  after  filling  up  the  blanks, 
and  driking  out  the  claufe  dividing  Fayette  county  into  dldriols,  was  ordered 
to  be  engroffed. 

Mr.  Findley  wiffied  to  mention  to  the  Houfe  a  fubjec>  wliidi  he  had  given 
his  promife  to  bring  before  them — It  was  thi  cafe  of  forne  officers  and  fol- 

diers,  who  had  ferved  during  the  late  war,  9nd  r<?fide4  iri  the  wederir 

g  country^ 
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trwh[c\’  ttf  S'emitl'ed^'bv'lhT?  T^'  “''‘“'”'■'8  'hore  lane],, 

tance  from  the  feat  of  eovernLent  ''‘f' 

from  the  knowledge  of  what  th«  r  p  'n  ’  t  mcafure,  excluded  then^ 

now  with  b^^power^  o^  a  ortf  ^ ^ 
inclined  to  l^ellevef  that  it  of  thefe  people,  ^nd  he  waa 

the  applications  had  not  been  earlier  ‘'cal  negledt  on  their  part,  that 

ther  obferved,  that  therrmerwereTit!!  inftance.~He  fur. 

therefore,  would  be  a  bepefit  to  the  State  m 

from  thofe,  who  had  already  aDnlled  anr^  t  derived 

part  fold  them  for  a*  they  had,  for  the 

rally  known  by  the  members  t^'aV  prefumed  it  was  gene- 

the  prefent  month  j  and  if  it’ was  th’aT'd  ' 

have  the  lands,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  extend 

ecL,  that  a  Committee  be  aoDointorl  Z  .  xtend  the  time. — He  therefore  moy.- 
and  if  they  judged  it  expedient  m  propriety  of  fuch  a  meafureg 

thatpurpofi.  ^  they  flioujd  have  po'wer  tp  report  a  bill  for 

dim  hatinf fhei;i:L"r  b^fehe:  tLTot ''“y- 

already  been  prolonged _ and  thev  '^i  ^  u  ^  ^  forward  in  time  i  it  had 

Hv.nt  cf  money,  they  ha^  beeTn^lt.e  17  ‘''*= 

have  demanded  them^,  and  this  wLid  sTve^h^m  ?h^rf»h^of't^‘■r^  T 
■when  they  were  able. —tfe  did  not  lib-^  u  ^  ^  of  obtaining ,  them 

Houfe,  contrary  to  the  conftimti  1  L  th  fwL‘ 

Houfe,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  comply  wi^, he  'eLe^“  .  “‘^ 

net^t  H7!;fe‘''::?heytd"d'e|-~f  b‘‘’°“'r  ^  -l^tirlle 

certain  and  that,  the  State  has  aone  its  duty  by  the  indulgence  is  alfo  cer 
tam-But,  w^hen  the  Houfe  conlidered  their  reLte  fitua  ion  an7th^^^^ 
^uent  wantof  informatron,  it  is  hoped  they  will  agree  to  eiten^rtime  _ 
Thefe  men  always  underftood  they  Were  entitled  to  the  lands  but  th*  did 
not  know  a  time  was  limitted  for  obtaining  them  i  they  had  not  therefore  made 
at  tneir  bufinefs  to  inquire  when  it  terminated.— It  was,  no  doubt,  a  delicate 

n,l  n  t  f  rr-  ■"“tion  to  apooint  a  Commit^l  ?or 

fnhirw-  propriety  of  the  meafure— I  confidered  it  alfo  a 

fubjedf  of  importance,  and  hope  the  Houfe  will  pay  it  attention. 

The  queftion  was  put,  “  ftall  fuch  a  Committee  be  appointed*”  audit 
was  carried  m  the  affirmative.  Whereupon  it  was  referred  m  Melfrs.  Will 
7'*''! ^  Callmont  and  Dodlor  Moore  i  and'  '  ■  '  ■ 

'  The  Houfe  adjourned,  .  •  - 

T.1.  ^  r  Monday,  ,0,  p.  M.  ,  . 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment,  and,  after  reaiiing  over  the  Mi- 
nutes  of  Saturday,  ®  -  ■ 

.  The  following  bills  were  brought  In  engroRed,  compared  at  the  table.  Vnafe- 
acted  into  laws,  and  ligned  by  the  Speaker, 

.Sf  .“>  Jj^'oTorate  the  German' Lutheran  congregation  In  the  bhrough 

ot  Reading,  in  the  counfc)i  of  Berks.  ’  .  ;  °  » 

1^"  Ail  to  divide  the  county  of  Franklin  into  eleaion  diariils;  to  alter 
the  place  for  holding  the  general  eJeilion,  in  the  Ex  diEriasin  the  county  of 
Jiedtord,  and  for  making  the  townfhips  of  Greenwood  and  Rye,  in  the  ebunty 
iiom  ^  eie«fl)on  diftriil,  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  general  elec- 

3,  An  Ail, for  the  future  aridowment  of  the  Pittiburg  academy. 

Aa  AOt  tQ  coafirm  and  ^mead  the'charter  of  iacorporatioa  of  the  tlnitfd 

fiwedilii 


Ml  ■-.*§  i-hi  j; w.  iiAUif  ikii 


i>f  Penjisylvania. 


SwedlUi  Lutheran  dhurches  of  wrccadoa,  Kingceffing,  and  Upper  Meriori 
failed  Gloria  Dei,  St.  James^and  Chrirt  church.  ^ 

5.  An  a<fl  for  granting  unto  George  Wall,  jan.  the  fale  and  exclufive  privi^ 
lege  of  makingand  vending  a  mathematical  inlti  ument  by  him  invented  for  the 
term  of  21  years.  \ 

The  Honorable  Mr.  Speaker  introduced  to  the  Houfe  a  petition  from  feve^- 
ral  citizens  of  this  State,  interelled  in,  and  proprietors  of,  lands  in  the  county 
of  Luzerne,  praying  that  a  committee  may  be  appointed  to  confer  with  thertitt 
x — to  whom  they  think  they  can  ftate  fuffitieht  rea'fon  to  warrant  a  repeal,  al¬ 
teration,  or  fufpenfion  of  the  A€l  for  quieting  the  Connedlicut  Claimants.  ^ 
Another  petition  from  Francis  Mentges,  calling  the  attention  of  the  HdUiC 
to  his  cafe,  as  recommended  in  a  late  meff?|ge  from  Council. 

An  application  for  k  compenfation  of  fervices  was  made  by  a  poOf  black tnan, 
who  had  ferved  during  the  late  war  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Smith  prefented  a  petition  from  Alexander  Smith,  late  a  Surgeon  in  fhfe 
Pennfylvania  line,  praying  to  be  allowed  his  commutation. 

Mr.  prefented  one  from  129  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  part  of  the 

fourth  diftridl  of  Northumberland  county,  praying  an  alteration  in  th'e  lines  fdr 
their  greater  convenience.  v  -  .  . 

Mr.  hitz^-ftmons  prefented  the  following  petition  :  ,  .  ’  • 

TV  ■  Reprefentatives  ej the  Freemen  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  petition  of  RICHARD  WELLS  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ^ ' 
RefpciSlfuIly  (hew-eth, 

That  your  petitioner,  with  John  Clifford,  now  in  Maryland,  were  fol^ 
owners  of  a  certain  fhip  named  the  Anna,  late  commanded  by  Willia^ 
Smith,  that- (he  arrived  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  city  of  Brilloi, 
on  the  4th  day  of  May  haft,  and  was  duly  and  fully  entered  agreeable  to  laW, 
as  your  petitioner  then  beiievedjwho  had  the  foie  management  of  the  faid  fhipn 
and  took  every  precaution  in  his  power  to  preVenc  the  landing  of  any  goods 
without  legal  permits — That,  on  the  1 5th  day  of  the  faid  month,  fhe  wis 
feized  by  the  naval  officer,  upon  allegation  of  having  Imported  and  landed'a 
quantity  of  bottled  porter,  without  being  entered — That  the  faid  fhip  was  con¬ 
demned,  after  a  tryal,  by  a  ftruck  jury,  before  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas  ;  though  it  appeared  in  full  evidence,  that  the  goods  fo  import- 
ed,  were  privately  landed  by  the  mate,  and  that  the  owners  had  not  a  bottle 
on  board i  yet  the  fupplement  to  the  impoR  law,  paffed  the  15th  day  of  Mardh. 
preceding,  whilft  the  faid  fhip  was  abroad,  was  conftrued  fo  very  ftridlly  as  to 
effefl  her  condenination  :  v/hereby,  a  -very  valuable  property  was  taken  froni 
th'e  owners  for  the  guilt  and  mal-condudl  of  others— x-That  the  entire  innocents 
ana  ignorance  of  the  owners,  refpedllng  either  importing  or  landing,  will  ap- 
•^eir  from  the  ^certificate  of  the  Judges,  of  which  the^foilowing  is  a  copy  : 

**  On  the  trial  of  the  information  of  Frederick  Philc,  Efq.  qui  tanty  agaillfl 
the  fhip  Anna,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  that  under  the  A^l  of  Affem- 
bly,  paffed  in  March,  1787,  the  ffiip  was  legally  forfeited  by  reafoiJ  of  thefe 
having  been  unladed  ffotn  tHe  fame,  a  number  of  hampers  of  porter,  which 
were  not  duly  entered,  or  reported  in  themanifeft  of  the  cargo  to  the  Colledlor 
and  Navaj  Officer  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia ;  and  that  it  was  not  materialto 
the  legal  condemnationithereof,  whether  the  owners  of  the  fhip  had  or  had 
not  a  knowledge  of  the  fraud. — Injuflice,  however,  to  the  charadlers  of  the 
faid  owners,  we  do  certify,  that  from  the  evidence  given  on  the  trial,  it^did 
not  appear  to  us,  that  either  of  the  owners  of  the  fhip  Anna,  had  any  partici¬ 
pation  nr  knowledge  of  the  fraud  >  but  that,  oh  the  contrary,  repeated  orders 
Were  given,  un  their  behalf,  not  to  land  any  thing  out  of  the  faid  veffel,  which 
was  not  duly  entered.  '  'Bdnvard  Shippen,^ 

Enoch  Ed^ardi^ 

%f9.i‘787-.  '  ,  Ifaac'Ho^elir 

•^ha^the  origidal  of  the  foregoing  was  prcfcated  to  Council,  together  with 
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a  petition  praying  a  reminion  of  the  (hare  forfeited  to  the  Bate  ;  But  the  applh 
cation  was  unfuccefsful  by  a  majority  of  one  voice. — That  your  petitioner, 
pofing  the  fulled  confidence  in  the  equity  o^the  reprefentativCs  of  the  people 
©f  Pennfylvania,  in  mitigating  the  feverity  of  the  laws,  is  emboldened  to  folici' 
relief  in  a  cafe  fo  entirely  novel  in  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  and  fo  peculiar 
and  THEREFORE  PRAYS,  that  the  (hare  forfeited  to  the  State,  by  virtu< 
of  the  faid  adl,  may  be  relinquifhed  in  favor  of  the  late  owners. 

Fhiladelphiay  Sept.  lo,  1787.  RICHARD  WELLSi 

All  the  preceding  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Findley  called  for  the  fecond  reading  ofHumphrey  Alexander’s  petition 
Rating,  in  behalf  of  himfelf,  and  Orphans  under  his  care,  that  in  the  year 
1773  and  1774  he  obtained  eight  warrants  for  himfelf  and  three  for  his  bro 
therSj  from  the  land  office  of  the  late  Ptoprietaries,  paid  the  full  confideratio 
'money  therefor,  and  procured  furveys  to  be  mads  in  purfuance  thereof  on  th 
head  waters  of  Crooked  creek  and  Sugar  creek,  then  fuppofed  to  be  withi 
the  old  purchafe ;  that  upon  running  the  line  from  the  weft  branch  of  Sufque 
hanna  to  the  Kittanning,  it  was  found  that  thofc  lands  were  not  within  th 
bounds  of  the  faid  purchafe  ;  and  praying  the  fame  trails  of  land  may  be  cor 
£rmed  unto  them,  or  fuch  other  relief  granted  them  as  this  Houfe  may  deei 
juft. 

On  motion  Orderedd'^zt  it  be  commitred  to  MeflTrs.  Evans,  Dalcj  Antis^  Lov 
ry  and  Albright,  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  'M^Conoghy  called  for  tbe  third  reading  of  the  adf  to  incorporate  the  U| 
,  per  Prefbyterian  congregation  of  Marffi  creek,  in  the  county  of  York,  whic 
was  ordered  to  be  engroffed. 

On  motion,  was  read  a  fecond  time  a  petition  from  Jofeph  M'Clellan,  C 
jeb  James  and  Caleb  North,  Commiflioners  of  the  county  of  Chefte 
fetting  forth,  that  in  purfuance  of  an  adt  of  Affembly,  paiTed  the  zoth  day 
March,  1780,  a  lot  of  land,  fituate  in  the  townffiip  of  Eaft-Caln,  in  the  fa 
county,  was  purchtfed  by  William  Clingan  and  others,  for  the  purpofe 
creeling  thereon  a  Court-houfe  and  Prifon  for  the  ufe  of  the  faid  county  ;  th 
by  a  fupplement  to  the  faid  palfed  the  zzd  day  of  March,  1784,  a  lot 
ground  was  purchafed  in  the  townlhip  of  Gofhen,  in  the  faid  county/  and 
Court-houfe  and  Prifon  eredled  thereon,  whereby  the  firft  mentioned  lot 
ground  is  rendered  ufelefs  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid  ;  therefore  praying  an  a 
may  be  palled,  authoriling  certain  perfons  to  fell  and  convey  the  fame. 
Ordered  to  be  referred  to  Meffrs.  Evans,  Moore  and  Thomas. 

Abraham  Lukins’s  petition  was  alfo  read,  and  committed  to  Meffrs.  Whii 
hill,  Moore  and  Brackenridge*  . 

A  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Chefter,  was  read  a 
“Cond  time,  praying  that  the  adt  for  eredting  a  drawbridge  over  Chefter  cret 
•  may  be  revived  : 

Ordered^  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Members  of  that  county,  to  rcpi 

thereon.  ^  ^  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M‘Dowell,  the  bill  entitled  An  Adi  to  incorporate  s 
endow  an  academy  or  public  fchool,  in  the  town  of  Walhington,”  was  reai 
third  time  ;  and,  in  filling  up  the  claufe  of  endowment, 

Mr.  faid — From  the  late  determination  of  the  Houfe,  on  a  fir 

lar  fubjedl,  1  have  little  encouragement  to  expeft  more  than  5000  acres  v 
be  given.  I  will,  therefore,  move  for  that  quantity  to  be  inferted. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  for  io,oOo — I  think  it  will  be  but  a  point  of  juftice 
that  country,  if  we  give  10,000.  This  quantity  has  been  given  to  others,  j 
it  was  right ;  then  we  won’t  now  decline  from  our  ufual  generofity.  Gent 
men  will  allow,  that  the  people,  on  the  t’other  fide  of  the  Allegany  mot 
'tains,  lay  under  great  embarraffments  for  want  of  education — They  are  c 
fidered  in  a  ft  ate  of  barbarity,  and  as  the  Goths  and  Vandals »  but  it  ought 
be  alfo  confidered,  that  they  are  our  fello'tT. citizens.  It  ftiould  be  the  obj 
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•of  (coverhment  to  remove  the  difficulties  and  obftacles.  that  prevent  eheir  im- 
pro^vemeot-  as  learning  is  known  to  cultivate  and  improve  a  rude  and  unpol  - 
L  people,  the  LegiOat^e  ought  to  promote  it  among  them  I,  therefore  hope 
the  Honfe  will  agree  to  fill  the  blank  with 

part  as  much  as  the  fame  quantity  given  to  luch  inftitu.ions  in  Philadelphia  or 
Orlifle-i  0.000  acres  to  the  people  in  Philadelphia,  is  more  than  30.  or  40.000 
acres  op  in  that  back  country  i  inafmuch  as  the  peop.e  here  have  grea.er  means 
to  educLe  the  rifing  generation,  and  which  they  can’t  have  there— I.  therefore* 

hope  they  will  be  allowed  the  10,000  acres.  ■  j  .  r  . 

On  the  quellion  for  filling  with  lo.ooo— five  menibers  only  rol^e  i  and  31  for 

filling  with  5.000;  and  being  a  majority  it  was  inferted  accordingly. 

Tht  petition  for  making  Chartier’s  creek  a  public  highway  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  committed. 

Adjourned. 

Tuesday,  September  \  \^  ^7^7'  l 

ii'he  Houfe  met  parfuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  following  petitions  wer^ 

prefented,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  , r  r 

1.  From  Zachary  GonnelU  praying  leave  to  eftablilh  a  public  ferry  aero  s 

the  Youhagany  river;  .  , -n  r  l 

Z.  From  1565  Inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  praying  t  e  1  or  t  e  r 

moval  of  the  feat  ofjuftice  from  Sunbury.  may  pafs  into  a  law.  ^  ^ 

3.  From  1800  inhabitants  of  Weftmoreland.  praying  the  feat  of  juftice 

be  removed  from  Greenfburg.  , 

4.  From  about  or  70  citizens  of  this  ftate,  praying  the  bill  publiOied  for 
confideratiori  to  incorporate  the  town  of  Newtown,  may  not  pafs  iri  its  prefenc 
form,  as  it  affeas  private  property: 

5.  From  Michael  Dowde.  >  -  .X  "  ^  ^  1 

6.  From  Samuel  Efom  praying  that  a  certificate  may  be  renewed,  w'hich. 

he  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe.  And  ^  ^ 

7.  From  136  inhabitants  of  Reading,  reprefenting  the  number  ofjuftices  as 
too  fmall  in  that  borough,  and  that  many  inconveniences  arife  therefrom  ;  and 

praying  a  remedy.  ^  *  .  ,  - 

Was  reported  to  the  Chair  a  Report  from  the  Cornmittee  on  the  petition  ot 

Mofes  M‘Ciaine,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  cable. 

Agreeably  to  the  order  of  this  day,  tht  Houfe  took  into  confideration  the- 
’  bill  e°ntitled,  “  An  Adi  Cb  repeal  part  of  the  adl,  entitled  “  An  Adt  to  regu¬ 
late  the  general  eledfions  of  this  commonwealth,  and  C6  prevent  frauds  there«» 
in,”  and  to  amend  and  alter  the  “  Adt  for  the  better  regulation  of  Juries.” 

*The  firft  claufe  difallows  in  fdturc,  the  W.of  the  judges,  infpedlors. 
and  clerks,  refpeaively.  who  aft  as  fuch  at  the  general  eledtioHs,  and  wa? 

agreed  to  without  debate.  ^ 

The  Second— which  ftated;  that  the  fiiies  to  which  jurymen  were  liab.e 
for  non-attendance,  are  too  heavy  5  ahd  enaaing,  that  in  future,  they  i^all 

not  exceed  three  pounds.  ^ 

Mr. wifhed  the  reafons  were  affigned,  why  this  alteration 

neceffary  :  it  muft  appear  to  every  perfon,  who  knov^s  the  conftItutio£^.t6ur 
government,  oris  the  leaft  aci^uainted  with  our  affairs,  that  we  have  courts  of 
iuftice  for  the  purpofe  of  determining  ftrife  and  contention  ;  and  we  ought  to 
lupport  them  in  the  difeharge  of  fuch  duties,  and  in  the  exercifc  of  their  judi¬ 
cial  power.  A  great  deal  of  what  degree  of  happinefs  we  (hall  poffefs,  ds- 
penda  upoa  the  proper  exetQifc  of  judicial  povyers,  and  the  powers  of  the 
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th7r«u^kv'’^tf°“•‘’‘’r'Tf'''''''’‘  ^°''’  ‘hat.  we  alfoleffea 

tne  lecurity  *nd  happinefs  of  the  people. 

I  cannot,  for  my  part,  cdnceive  any  good  reafon  for  reducing  the  fines  to  fo 

low  a  fum.  We  all  know  very  well,  that  the  parties  who  call  for  the  decifion 

c  the  courts  and  the  evidences  who  come  forward  from  great  diflances,  are  in- 

cumbered  with  very  heavy  expences  j  the  fitting  of  the  court,  at  lead  the  fu- 

p^me  court’s  charges,  are  heavy  alfo.  The  law  expences  and  all  are  to  be 

^ftered  from  the  Caprice,  of  whim,  of  humor,  or  ignorance  of  a  few  jurymen. 

Ought  not  the  courts  to^  have  power  over  them  in  this  cafe?  Surely  they 

ought— and  if  they  have  it,  we  ought  to  continue  and  encourage  it  i  but,  if  they 

are  not  po(re0ed  oi  It,  we  ought  to  give  it  them  ^ 

H»s  it  bpen  yet  ftew,  to  the  Houfe.  that /(T  was  two  heavy,  or  that  any 
have  been  .n,u.^d  by  .ts  being  improperly  impofed?  Hao  any  body  pretended 
to  (hew  a  neceffity  for  an  alteration?  I  believe  no  petitions  have  come  for- 
ward  marking  an  improper  d,di„aio„_The  Courts  have  power  to  impofe  a 

ih  r  bh  *  f  •  exceeding  £  6.  This  is  a  power  that  they  have,  and 

that  they  ought  to  have-for  they  are  bed  able  to  Confider  and  judge  of  the 
circumnances  of  the  people;  their  decilions  Ihould.  therefore,  alwaysbejufti- 
fiable.  and  they  are  refpenfible  for  the  exercife  of  th  is  power-For  is  It  to  be 
i  oug.it,  that  (hould  they  oblige  a  poor  roan  to  pay  the  ^6,  but  the  whole 
county  would  cry  out  agamft  them?  But  if  a  wealthy  man  was  charged  the 

whole.  It  would  be  right~the  wealthy  can  afford,  and  fhould  pay  a  greater 
fum  than  the  poor — What  good' can  the  alteration  produce  ?  Is  it  intended, 
that  the  gentleman  fhall  fay,  do  you  all  the  work  i  do  you  fervc  t0e  courts, 
and  we  will  not,  becaufe  the  fine  is  trifling,  and  it  is  more  convenient'to  pay 
than  bear  the  trouble  and  fatigue  offerving  on  juries?  ' 

If  it  wis  thought,  or  coirpliints  had  been  made  of  the  abufe  or  improper 
exercife  of  this  power,  it  would  be  feme  reafon  for  the  alteration;  but 
when  It  was  ccniidered,  that  ail  the  courts  poffefs  the  fame,  the  common  pleas 
at  well  at  the  fupreme  courts,  and  that  no  fuch  damage  to  the  people  had  oc- 
curred,  it  was  unneceffary  to  change. 

The  gentleman  knew  the  heavy  expences  already  enumerated  on  this  ac- 
«aOunt.  It  muft  be  clear,  that  the  courts  fliould  have  the  power  to  compel 
men  to  fervc.  We  know  very  well  that  the  expcncc  of  the  fupreme  court  is  felt 
by  the  people  >  and  that  it  will  be  fo,  is  certain;  but  the  legiflature  ought  to 
make  it  as  low  as  poffible,  by  giv'ing  the  courts  power  to  compel  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Jurors  you  fliorten  the  feffion,  and  fave  the  public  money. 

When  no  injury  arifes  from  the  exiiling  law,  an  alteration  is  unneceffary, 
Audit  is  to  be  hoped  the  Houfe  will  not  adopt  the  claufe.  ' 

If  any  gentlemen  can  fhew  either  dangers  or  inconveniences,  let  them  ;  If 
they  can  prove  this  claufe  will  be  more  fafe  or  falutary,  let  them  ;  and  when 
they  have  fhewn  this,  perhaps  we  may  join  with  them — but  till  this  appears, 
the  Houfe  will  hardly  agree  to  the  alteration. 

Ftti^Jltnons  wiflicd  to  hear  the  petition  read,  upon  which  this  claufe  of 
the  bill  was  founded. 

One  from  Bedford  county  was  read  accordingly.  And 

Ftjtuftmons  believed  there  were  others;  but  he  would  not  trou&le  the 
Houfe  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  reafons  urged  in  them,^p,or  what  had  been 
u  vanced  the  lafl  feflion  but,  as  he  had  been  on  the  Committee»  that  intro- 
duced  the  bill,  he  (hould  jud  repeat  what  had  been  obferved  there, 

the  things  complained  of,  was  the  cxceffive  flnci  it  being  raffed 
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from  3*tO;f  and  thatk  was  left  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  lay  the  fine  at 
difcretiop  under' the  fame  law — It  was  thought,  that  the  end  would  be  as  ef¬ 
fectually  anfwered  by  fubjedting  to  a  fine  of  £  3— -and  that  the  fervice  of  ju* 
rors  would  be  as  well  fecured — It  was  not  proper,  that  executive  officers 
fhould  be  left  at  liberty  to  impofe  penalties  or  punifhrnents  in  a  republic. — 
Such  had  beep  the  ideas  of  the  committee, but  he  was  not  much  concerned  on 
the  occaficn. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer.  I  hope  this  claufe  to  the  bill  will  not  pafs,  becaufe  under 
the  three  pound  law  if  I  may  fo  call  it,  the  Jurors  could  not  be  compelled 
to  attend;  for  in  any  cafe  where  a  man’s  intereft  would  allow  him  more^ 
he  would  naturally  decline  the  trouble  of  ferving;  this  was  frequently  the  cafe 
when  the  fine  was  low  ;  but  fince  it  has  been  raifed  to  6  the  Courts  are 
rendered  more  efficient,  and  bufinefs  acquires  greater  difpatch,  and  this,  with¬ 
out  any  inconvenience  i  for  this  fine  has  been  rarely  colledted  ip  Pennfylvania, 
as  people  will  generally  rather  attend  than  fuiTer  the  fine  :  It  is  faid  that  there 
is  an  impropriety  in  veiling  difcretionary  power  in  the  executive  :  but  it  has 
always  been  the  pradlice  t«  leave  this  td  the  Courts,  and  that  upon  good  rea- 
fons — There  are  not  many  Inllances,  where  fines  have  been  impofcd  upon 
the  lower  clafs,  they  being  unable  td  bear  them,  atten’d  with  pundluality  ; 
the  fame  effedi  among  them  would  be  produced  by  a  very  low  fine  i  but,  others 
would  totally  negledv  their  fummons — It  is  highly  expedient,  that  the  dignity 
of  the  Coprts  fhould  be  refpedled  ;  tines  are  laid  high  for  contempts.  And  I 
cannot  think  there  is  any  greater  than  refufing  to  ferve  them,  when  duly 
warned — The  effedls  of  limiting  the  fine  to  3  will  be  again,  that  the  poor 
people  mull  bear  the  burthen  of  the  duty,  or  thaf  we  Ihtll  get  into  our  old 
walk  of  non-attendance,  and  fuits  will  have  to  be  continued  from  Court  to 
Court,  and  from  year  to  year — ^There  is  another  claufe  in  this  bill,  which 
though  not  immediately  under  ccnfideratiori,'  yet  is’  in  forae  degree  blended 
with  it  ;  and  with  pcrmiffion  of  the  Speaker,  I  will  niake  a  few  obfervations 
thereon. 

Should  the  law,  allowing  5  s.  per  day  to  the  Jurors,  alfo  be  repealed,  as  f 
expeft  it  will,  then  the  Courts  would  not  be  attended  or  ferved  ;  as  I 
take  it  for  granted,  the  Judges  would  hardly  be  induced  to  fine  the  poor  for 
jiot  negledling  their  private  bufinefs  to  ferve  the  public,  without  emolument 
of  any  kind  ;  as  nothing  will  be  left  as  an  inducement,  the  feverity  of  the  law 
rauH  compel  the  prefence  of  the  Jurors  i  and,  as  many  gentlemen  will  not 
come  forward,  but  under  the  £.  and  as  it  will  be  grateing  to  the  Judges  to 
fitie  the  poof,  who  cannot  afford  to  ferve  without  compenfation — the  Judges 
will  be  left  alone,  and  not  a  Juryman  be  got  to  ferve  :  they  will  be  alfo  lefs 
refpcdlable  than  at  prefent. 

The  petition  for  this  alteration  comes  from  Bedford  county:  the  caufe  of 
complaint  with  them  is,  that  they  mufl  come  60  or  70  miles  on  thefe  occa- 
fions— -This,  no  doubt,  is  a  hardfhip  ;  but,  when  the  bill  for  the  divifion  of 
that  county  is  paffed,  and  they  begin  to  feel  the  falutary  effedls  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  pradlice,  their  objedlions  will  be  removed- — I  would  alfo  remark,  that 
other  Courts  of  Juflice  have  this  power,  as  well  as  the  fupreme  j  and  that  it 
IS  given  upon  a  broad  fcale  or  plan  generally  to  all. 

The  queflion  on  the  claufc  was  now  taken,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to  by  a 
confiderable  majority. 

The  claufe  reprefenting  the  daily  allowance  of  c  s.  made  the'Jurors  as  Un* 
cece  ar^  and  enabling  that  it  be  difeo^tinued  ia  fnt«re,— 
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Mr.  TVhiiehiU. — As  It  appears  to  me,  that  there  is  a  pretty  general  diTpofi- 
tion  in  the  Members  to  pafs  this  claufe,  or  one  fimilar  to  it,  1  (hall  not  be 
flrsnuous  in  oppofition  >  but  furely,  if  the  burthen  is  fo  great  to  the  whole 
county,  it  mud  be  more  fo  to  a  particular  clafs  of  men^ — The  whole  county 
is  not  fummoned  to  ferve,  no  not  the  half  ;  furely  the  half  cannot  bear  the 
expence  better  than  the  whole — but  the  whole  better  than  the  few. 

Mr.  Wytikoep. — Ic  Is  very  well  known,  that  Jiirors  have  in  many  cafes,  to 
eome  30  or  40  miles  }  and  is  it  thought,  that  5  s.  per  day  is  a  compenfation 
for  his  fervice  and  expence  ?  No  ;  it  is  not  furely— but  it  will  aflift  him — i^ 
Jt  be  taken  away,  the  party  will  fufFer  great  injury  by  his  attendance.  There 
are  many  Courts  to  be  attended  and  various  Juries  i  the  grand  and  the  petit, 
and  the  fpecial  or  flruck  Juries  ;  and  it  will  be  very  difagreeable  to  the  Ma- 
gldrates  to  fine  a  man,  who  will  fufFer  a  great  lofs  in  obeying  the  frequent  fura- 
jnonfes  without  compenfation— A  number  of  the  Magiftrates  and  others  that 
1  have  converfed  with,  and  who  are  well  acquainted  in  tke  bufinefs  of  Courts, 
tell  me,  that  the  Jurors  arc  more  refpedlable  and  pundfual  under  this  law* 
than  they  ufed  to  be.  If  this  claufe  does  pafs,  I  believe  we  (hall  not 
have  the  like  ;  if  Gentlemen  have  not  determined  upon  enabling  it,  fatisfied 
I  am,  that  they  ought  not  to  determine  for  ic  ;  becaufe,  agreeable  to 
our  conflitution,  we  ought  to  allow  a  compenfation.  It  fays,  that  all  Officers 
who  ferve  the  public,  are  efatitled  to  rffceivc  an  adequate  compenfation — 
but  here  Jurors  are  to  receive  nothing  at  all — Then,  How,  Sir,  does  this 
conform  to  the  words  all  Officers — Clear  I  am,  that  if  the  pay  is  taken 
that  our  Courts  will  be  ncgledled,  and  that  people  will  be  fo  generally 
difpofed  to  render  it  their  fervices^ 

Mr.  Fitsajimons  was  not  much  acquainted  with  tiie  fubjedl,  nor  very  follcit- 
ous  about  it.  He  had  little  to  do  with  courts  *  and,  therefore,  could  not  fay 
how  they  were  attended — but,  when  he  had  been  on  the  committee,  he  had 
taken  the  pains  to  make  feme  enquiry  of  the  gentlemen  who,  frora 
their  profeffion,  were  well  informed,  and  they  declared  the  prefent  pratflicc 
to  be  burthenfome  and  difagreeable  without  any  equivalent — The  Committee 
alfo  thought  further  alterations  in  the  jury  laws  would  be  advifeable  >  and  per¬ 
haps  it  would  be  well  to  introduefe  a  bill  for  that  purpofe— But,  with  refpedl 
to  the  wages  of  jurors,  it  feemed  to  be  generally  the  wifli  of  the  Houfe  at  the 
laft  feffions,  that  the  praaice  ffiould  difeontinue— fie  knew  not  how  the  mem¬ 
bers  might  have  changed  their  minds,  bilt  he  would  mention  oiie  faa  as  to 
the  cxpence — The  Committee  of  Philadelphia  county  only  had  upon  enquiry 
informed  him,  that  more  than  ^  1 500  was  paid  annually  on  this  account, 
and  the  effeas  in  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs,  was  not  altogether  fo  great,  as 
reprefented — nor  had  it  other  good  elFeas — on  the  contrary,  there  were  bad 
ones  arifing  in  this  city — The  gentlemen  he  had  confulted,  had  alfo  informed 
him,  that  many  of  the  lower  people  fought  after  employment  in  this  way,  and 
were  anxious  to  ferve  on  juries  for  the  pay  ;  by  which  that  defirable  routine  of 
citizens  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevented. 

Every  man  in  fociety  pays  fomething  to  that  fociety,  for  which  a  pecuniary 
compenfation  cannot  be  made  ;  (this  remark  he  made,  in  confequence  of 
general  rule  laid  down  by  the  honorable  gentleman  frora  Bucks,  as  exprefiTed 
in  the  Conflitution. )“-The  fervice  of  jurors  U  of  this  nature— and  the  reward 
made  each  is  reciprocal— Is  is  that  kind  of  reward  more  fuitablc  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  republics,  and  agreeable  to  the  people  of  Pcnnfylvania  above  all  others. 

But  what  is  the  pra6Iice  In  many  counties »  money  is  not  takes*  but  col- 
le^ed  and  received,  though  never  given  to  the  jurors, 
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Mr?  D.  Cljrr.er  had  been  ftruck  with  the  obfervatioii  made  by  the  member 
from  Bucks — He  had  fpcken,,  as  if  jurors  were  to  attend  three  or  four  times  a 
year;  but  this  was  not  the  cafe.'  A  perfon  couid  be  fummoned  but  once  in 
the  year.  ThefhcrifFis  liable  to  a  fine  of  lo,  if  he  fummonfes  a  mari 
— unlefs,  in  the  cafe  of  Struck  Juries;  and  thpfe  feldom  are  appointed 
in  the  country — As  it  was  a  fervice  of  Ihort  duration,  not  above  three  or  four 
days  i  and  as  it  was  performed  by  rotatiorij  he  was  of  opinion  it  fhould  be  per¬ 
formed  without  pa/i  ,  , .  .  ,  ^  „ 

Mr.  Wynkeop  re-enumerated  the  juries,  and  thoug  ht  if  a  man  was  to  feryer 
on  all,  it  would  take  more  than  iwenty  days  inftead  of  three  or  four — many- 
reputable  charadlers  in  his  county  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  better  to 
Continue  the.fmall  allowance,  and  he  was  of  the  fame  fentiment. 

The  queftion  oil  the  claufe  was  put,  and  parried.  ,,  . 

Or^ered^  that  the  bill  be  engrofTedr  in  order  to  be  ena«ffed.  ... 

The  bill  for.  felling  the  referved  trad  of  land  oppofite  to  Pittfburg,  was 

compared  at  the  tabic,  and  palled  into  a  law. 

The  petition  received  wi^  the  melTage  ligned  by  perfons  claiming  lands  jii 
the  county  of  Luzerne^-^'^^read  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  Melfrs.  Fitzfi- 
mens,  Wynkoop,  Findley  and  Brown,  .. 

Mr.  Hubley  called  foi^tijf 'third  reading  of  the  bill  for  liberating  Paul  Houfe- 
man,  an  infolvent  debtor  ih^he  gaol  of  Lahcafter  county:  ^ 

Mr.  PitXyfimons  allied  only  for  informationy  whether  fhe  bill  was  intended 
to  difeharge  Lancafter  cotney  from  any  part  of  its  quota,  in  confequence  of 
his  liberation; 

Mr.  HubUydid  hot  knov/  that  any  e)clfting  la^w  would  be  alfedbed.  His  only  otf- 
jedf  in  pafling  this  bill,  was,  to  difcliarge  the  poor  man  from  confinement. — 
He  believed  the  exiting  laws  vyquld  be  found  fufficient  to  oblige  the  county  to 
furnilh  what  might  be  owing  of  her  quota ;  and  he  knew  not  whether  the  de¬ 
ficiency  was  county  or  ftate  tax. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  obferved  the  petition  had.  not  Hated  particularly,  what  fpe- 
cies  of  tax  the  deficiency  arofe  from  ;  but  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  county 
w^as  his.creditor,  and  not  the  Hate;  from  which  he  concluded  the  lofs  muft 

fall  on  the  county.  .  ..  ..  .. 

Mr.  it  v^a‘3  Underftood  by  the  Houfe,  and  all  who  heard 

him,  that  his  oppofition  to  this  a6t  of  mercy,  did  not  arife  through  want  of 
humanity  or  benevolence— but  that  they  would  confider  it  in  its  true  light,  as 
a  defire  to  prevent  the  eflablilhment  of  a  precedent  of  the  moll  pernicious  ten¬ 
dency. — A  thought  ftruck  him,  when  the  bill  was  lall  before  the  Houfe,  that 
its  operation  might  be,  to  give  avyay  fo  much  of  the  public  monies ;  but  he  did 
not  know,  that  any  part  of  the  debt  due,  was  due  to  the  Hate  ;  it  is  not  un- 
derftood  whether  it  is  the  property  of  the  county  alone  ;  but  certain  he  was, 
that  If  a  part  was  due  to  the  ftate,  the  county  Ihould  be  obliged  to  pay  it,  and 
that  the  lofs  fhould  be  made  good  at  their  expence  ;  for,  as  the  commillioners 
appointed  the  man,  they  ought  to 'be  accountable  for  his  condu6f.  He  hoped 
the  present  bill  might  be  a  caution  in  future  ;  and,  by  flievving  the  fenf*  of  the 
Houfe,  prevent  hereafter  thofe  numerous  and  Improper  applications  for  exo-^ 
neration.  ,  ,  ,  . 

Mr.  Whitehill  met  with  fome  difficulty  m  making  up^  his  mind  on  this  bilL 
He  had  an  idea  that  the  commillioners  of  a  County  fhould  hear  a  lofs  occafien- 
^d  by  their  own  negleiSl ;  and  In  this  cafe  to  take  up  the  bufinefs  to  relieve 
T'aul  Houfeman,  it  feems  M'e  ctfnot  charge  the  county — and  yet  they  are  re- 
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fponfible  as  they  pleft  the  commlffioners—He  was  not  lawyer  enough  to  fay. 

V fhould  pay,  or  either;  becaufc  the  legiflature  was  taking  the 
w  o  e  a  air  out  of  the  hands  of  the  creditorsy  and  interfering  to  liberate  their 
pn  ^er  yet  he  thought  it  would  be  very  auk  ward  that  the  ft  ate  ftiould  lofe 
at  Perhaps  a  legion  to  theckufe  might  be  introduced  to  fettle  it— if  it  was 
obliging  the  county  to  pay  it.  it  Would  be  right;  but  then  it  was  unknown, 
whether  It  w  as  any  part  of  her  quota-The  petition  faid  nothing  particular 
^  t  18  ea^  and  the  perfons  who  recommended  him  to  the  notice  of  the 

Houle,  are  lilcitti  fo  we  do  Hot  know  whether  the  furn  deficient,  is  county 
lax  or  ftatc  tax.  ■' 

However,  he  had  ho  objedion  to  letting  the  whole  fall  on  the  county ;  if 
tax,  or  part  of  its  quota,  let  them  pay  :  if  it  is  County  tax,  then  let  them 
Jook  to  thcmleives.  He  would  have  it,  therefore,  fixed  upon  the  county, 

and  when  the  Houfe  conCdered  the  preamble,  fomething  explanatory  might 
he  introduced. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  faid,  if  P aul  Houfemah  was  indebted  for  any  taxes  due  from  the 
county  of  Lancfter  to  to  Penrifylvahia,  as  her  quota,  this  aft  might  be,  at  a 
future  day,  conftrued  to  difeharge  the  county  of  Lancafter  from  fuch  part  of 
her  quota  ;  but  if  it  was  in  receipt  of  county  tax,  and  as  this  petition  came  for¬ 
ward  by  the  concurrence  of  its  commiffioners,  he  ftiould  have  no  ob|e<Slion  to  a 
general  difeharge  ;  but,  as  Paul  Houfeman’s  petition  was  equivocal,  as  to  the 
taxes  received  by  him  from  Manor  townftiip,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  guard 
againft  any  inconvenience  arlfing  to  the  commonwealth,  by  bringing  forward  a 
provifo,  which,  he  faid,  he  had  the  honor  of  reading  from  his  feat  ;  by  whith 
it  was  provided  efpecially ,  that  this  ac^  ftiould  not  be  conftrued  to  exonerate  the 
county  of  Lancafter  from  any  part  of  the  debt  which  might  be  found  due  from 
her  to  the  commonwealth  j  by  which  means  the  perfon  of  this  unfortunate 
man  might  be  refeued  from  want  and  Calamity,  and  the  commonwealth  of 
i-'ennfylvania  properly  indemnified  from  the  county  of  Lancafter. 

Mr.  Lo^ry  oppofed  the  provifo,  becaufe  the  people  of  the  counfy  kne^  119- 
'thing  of  the  cafe  \  to  pafs  a  law  to  faddlc  the  county  with  upward  of  ;^.2.oo 
without  publifliing  that  they  had  fuch  an  intention,  was  contrary  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  houfe,  and  he  called  upon  the  members  not  to  fit  ftilj  on  the  occa- 
iion,  but  exert  tbemfelvcs  in  its  oppofition. 

Col.  Hubley  thought,  that  as  the  county  had  done  their  duty  by  arrefting  the 
man,  and  taking  every  legal  method  to  fecure  or  obtain  the  money,  they 
lliould  not  be  refponfible  for  the  misfortune ;  and  it  appeared  by  the  certificate, 
that  Paul  Houfeman  had  been  efteemed  a  proper  perfon  for  a  colleflor  :  but 
when  a  deficiency  was  difeovered,  they  applied  for  redrefs  to  the  laws,  which 
being  incapable  of  affording  it  cffedlually,  it  was  the  fault  of  government,  and 
not  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Robinfon  fpoke  on  this  occafion,  becaufe  it  raifed  up  aqueftion  of  greater 
magnitude  than  appeared  in  debate.  If  he  underSood  it,  this  important  quef- 
tion  was,  ^vhether  a  coUehlor  lofittg  the  public  money  ^  ftiall  thereby  exonerate  the 
county  from  the  payment  of  fo  much  of  its  quota  into  the  public  treafury  of 
the  ftate.  Now  he  conceived,  that  whenever  a  county  or  a  ftatc  was  quotaed 
any  particular  fum  to  anfwcr  the  exigencies  and  demands  of  the  government, 
it  was  debited  with  that  amount ;  and  nothing  but  an  actual  payment  of  the 
money  could  enable  her  to  make  good  her  eogageonents  ;  and  this,  or  an  abfo- 
Jute  infolvcncy  of  the  territory,  fo  quotaed.  can  only  difeharge  the  demand.  This 
only  bring?  that  county  iftto  the  fituationj  which  cx.ifts  between  every  private* 
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debtor  and  creditor;  and  when  the  legiflature  fteps  In  between  fucb,  jCo  pre¬ 
vent  the  improper  fuffering  of  the  former,  by  enlarging  him  from  prifon,  they 
do  not  exonerate  him  from  paying,  when  he  has  ability  ;  nor  do  they,  in  con- 
fequencc,  interfere  and  prevent  the  pcrfons  to  whom  the  creditor  may  ow? 
money  from  recovery  of  the  fame,  unlefs  he  alfo  fhall  prove  himfclf  infolvent. 

If  the  queftion  was  not  vnderftood  as  he  has  ftatcd  it,  or  if  the  bill  held  up 
a  ditferent  language,  he  W'as  afraid  of  the  ill  confequence  which  might  arife  in 
future,  when  plead  in  precedent.  The  difcharge  of  Paul^  Houfeman  was  but 
a  fecondary  confideration,  and  he  concluded  with  thinking  the  provifionary 
claufc  as  not  improper. 

Mr.  Fits;fmmfins  was  of  opinion,  that  the  exifting  laws  would  oblige  Lancafter 
to  pay  her  quota,  though  he  did  not  know  but  a  part  of  what  was  due  to  the 
date  might  be  loft  ;  fuch,  for  example,  as  the  militia  fines. — This  being  the 
property  of  the  ftate,  and  nothing  to  do  with  the  county,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  an  ^individual  indebted  to  the  ftate,  for  it  might  have  lent,  with¬ 
out  fccurity,  to  any  individual— The  quotaed  tax,  the  county  v/ould  no  doubt 
be  obliged  to  pay— and  he  did  not  confider  the  provifo  as  fecuring  this  any 
better  than  it  was  already  ;  he  had  no  objei^ions  to  it,  as  it  could  do  no 

harm,  but  he  faw  no  neceflity  for  it. 

Mr.  D.  Clymej-  had  the  honor  of  introducing  the  provifo,  which  occafionsr 
this  debate  ;  and  although  he  yvas  fenliUc  of  an  impropriety  in  introducing 
ia=w  exprejjlon  to  inforce  any  meafure  before  the  Houfe,  yet  he  would  beg 
leave  to  fay,  that  that  provifo  might  be  introduced  de  bene  eje  ;  that  is,  if 
the  debt  due  by  Houfeman  was  on  account  of  the  commonwealth,  that  the 
county  of  Lancafter  ftiould  not  be  difeharged  ;  it  dit'  not  operate  at  all  events 
fo  fix  the  debt  upon  Lancafter,  by  a  conftruaion  of  the  provifo.  but  ftiould 
operate  to  fecure  to  the  commonwealth  any  part,  that  upon  inveftigatlon  (hould 
be  found  due  to  her  from  the  county,  the  aft,  at  all  events,  dlfcharges 
Houfeman,  and  leaves  the  county  to  fettle  with  Pennfylvania,  and  to  fecure 
the  payment  of  what  might  be  owing,  if  any  thing  (hould  be  due.~"We  re- 
leivc  the  man,  v/ithout  injury  to  the  country. 

The  queftion  was  called  ©n  the  provifo,  which  w'^as  generally  agreed  to^ 
and  the  bill  was  ordered,  as  amended,  to  beengrofTed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  Ordered,,  that  Friday  next  be  afllgned  for  the 

third  reading  of  the  bill  dividing  Bedford  coupty. 

Adjourned.  , 

w  ednesday,.  September  \4Z,  A.  M. 

The  Hoqfe,  purfuant  to  their  adjournment,  ipet,  and  the  following  pe- 

petitions  were  prefented.  ...  n  a 

1.  By  Mr.  E^vans  from  a  number  of  the  inhabitants^  of  Weft  Chefter,  iri 
Chefter  county,  praying  that  the  town  may  be  laid  off  into  adiftrift,  and  en¬ 
titled  to  all  the  advantages  poffeffed  by  other  county  towns  within  the  ftate, 

2.  Mr.  Ifaac  Gray — From 'a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftrifts 
®f  Southwark,  Moyamenfing  And  Paffyunk,  praying  the  two  following  bills 

may  not  pafs  in  their  prefent  form.  , 

I  ft.  An  aft  entitled  “  An  aft  to  appoint  Commiflioners  to  regulate  the  ftreets^ 
lanes,  and  alleys  in  the  diftrift  of  Southwark  :  and  to  lay  out  new  ftreets, 
lanes  and  alleys  therein,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants  j  and  to  lay 
out  the  roads  therein  mentioned:! through  the  faid  diftrift  and  parts  of  thp 
^ownftijps  of  Moyamenfing  and  Paffyunk.**  And;, 

i  ^  ^  2d. 
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^  2d.  The  bi[]  entided,  ‘  A  fupplement  to  an  a6l  of  general  afTetnbly,  entitledsi 
‘‘  An  aft  for  erediing  the  fouthern  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  into  the 
diftridt  of  Southwark,  for  making  theflreets  and  roads  already  laid  out  there¬ 
in,  public  roads  and  highways,  and  for  regulating  fuch  other  ftreets  and  roads, 
as  the  inhabitants  thereof  tpay  hereafter  lay  out,  and  for  other  ufes  and  pur-' 
jpofes  therein  mentioned:’  They  ftatcd,  that  they  looked  upon  every  new 
office  as  a  burden,  and  every  nevv  tax  a  grievance  ;  therefore,  the  appointment 
of  commiffioners  was  'improper;  and  they  deny  the  truth  of  an  obfervation 
made  in  the  id.  viz.  ‘  that  the  diftrid^  has  become  popular,  and  the  free-’ 
iiolders  thereof  ai^e  daily  erecting  biiildirgs  and  ndaking  improvements  therein, 
^nd  date  the  diredf  contrary.’  "  '  > 

3d.  Mr.  Barr,  from  nineteen  inhabitants  of  Wellmoreland,  praying  the 
i"cat  of  juflice  rhay  be' removed  to  Hanna’s-towu;  and, 

^4.  Another  from  five  inhabitants  of  Hanna's-town,  reprefenting  thsir  will- 
ingnefs  to  build  a  <pouft-houfe  and  prifon,  as  good  as  thofe  at  Greenfbury,  at 
their  own  proper  cofts  and  charges.'  ' 

After  being  read,  they  wet'c  all  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Evanj  reported  a  bill  enabling  the  commiffioners  of  Chefier  (bounty  to 
fell  a  lot  in  Eall  Oaln  towffifhip,  ‘  >  * 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  houfe  took  into  confideration  the  bill, 
entitled,  *  an  adf  for  the  regulation  of  audfions  and  vendues.* 

The  firft  cnadfing  claufe  being  as  follows,  was  unaniraoufly  agreed  to: 

*  Be  it  enad^ed,  and  it  is  hereby  enadted  by  the  repVefentatives  of  the  'free¬ 

men  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pcnnfylvania'  in  general  affembly  met,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  fame,  That  from  aiid'after  thf  firR  day  of  November  next, 
the  prefident,  or  in  his  abfcnc^,  the  vice-prefident  in  council,  on  application 
to  them  made,  Ihall  and  may  authofife,  by  licence,  fo ‘many  proper  perfons, 
to  ufe  and  follow  refpedfively,  the  occupation  of  audfioneefs  in  the  faid  city; 
the  diflridf  of  Southwark,  and  townlhip  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  as' to  thera 
/hall  feem  meet  and  neceffiary.’  ’’  ‘  ‘  ■  * 

The  fecond  claufe  was  amended,  and  agreed  to,  viz. 

*  And  be  it  enabled  by  the  authority  aforefald.  That  every  fuch  licence,  fo 

to  be  granted,  ffiall  be  renewed  annually  ;  and  before  any  fuch  licence  lhall  be 
jgranted  as  afprefaid,  or  renewed,  the  perfon  applying  therefor  lhall  become 
*bound  to  the  commonwealth,  by  bond,  v/ich  two  fufficient  fu reties,  to  be  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  prefident,  or  in  his  abfence,  ‘the  vice-prefident  in  council,  ih 
the  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  for  the  faithful  accounting  on  oath  or  affir-, 
mation,  quarterly,  qr  oftener,  if  it  be  required  of  him,  with  the  comptroller- 
jjeneral,  .and  for  the  payment  to  the  treafurer  of  the  ftate,  of  the  duties 
hereinafter  laid  of  two  per  cent',  on  the  goods,  wares,  merchandize,  and- pro¬ 
perty  fold  by  fuch  auflioneer.  ’  '  .  m 

,  But,  on  confidering  thc'following  claufe: 

‘  And  belt  further  enaa'cd  bj^the  authority  aforefaid,  That  the  juftices  of 
the  courts  of  quarter  fcffiions  of  the  refpeaive  counties  of  the  ftatc,  from  arid 
after  the  firft  day  of  November  next,  on  the  like  fecurity,  to  be  by  them 
taken  and  approved  of,  to  the  Commonwealth  in  the  fum  of 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  ffiall  and  may  authorrfe 
^  by  licence,  fo  nsany  proper  perfons  as  to  them  ffiall  feem  neceffiary  to  ufe 
and  follow  refpeClively,  the  occupation  of  auClioncer,  in  the  refpeClive 
Counties:  Provided  always,  That  the  juftices  of  the  quarter  feffions  of  the 
cbujjty  gf  Fhilidelphia^  Ijayc  ^ythcrity  tgiiccRcg  aweiioneers  for  the 
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Ly  city,  nor  diftria  of  Southwark,  nor  the  townihip  of  the  Northern  Li: 
bercies  aforefaid.* 

Mr.  Fitsifimmont  delivered  it  3t.s  his  opinion,  th  at  a  fnoaller  fecurity  fhould  be 
demanded, 'and  it  would  be  proper  that  the  price  of  the  licence  fliould  be  lefs. 

If  gentlemen  would  fay  what  fum  would  be  agreeable  to  them  to  fillup  the 
blank  witH,  he  fliould  be  obliged  to  them. 

Mr. nooved  for  r.260. 

Mr.  JVhiuhill  this  would  prevent  their  having  vendues  in  the  country 
altogether,  as  no  perfon  would  take  the  office  upon  them,  becaufc  fureties 
might  not  be  eafily  had  for  fo  large  a  fum.  He  moved  £,\oo  \  when  Mr, 
Hubley  withdrew  his  propofal.  Mr.  Whitehill  alfo  defired  an  alteration  of 
the  words  on  the  like  Cecufity  y  and  moved  to  amend  by  repeating  the  words 
i^fed  in  the  fecond  claufe. 

Do<5tor  Logan — We  ihould  be  very  careful  in  making  laws  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  a  republic  ;  for  if  they  are  once  defpifed  or  contemned,  it  may  be  our 
ruin,  a^d  nothing  tends,  perhaps,  in  a  greater  meafure  to  encourage  this  fpi' 
rit  anaong  the  people  thancnaiSling  laws,  for  which  there  is  no  neceflity.  This 
obfervation  may  apply  in  the  prefent  cafe  with  fome  force  »  for  no  revenue  can 
be  raifed  by  fales  in  the  country  as  they  are  at  tnoft  but  trifling  ;  and  it  it 
ejfpoflng  thenj  to  great  inconvenience — 'as  no  neceflity  is  infilled  on,  he  th®ughc 
the  houfe  would  not  ena£f  it. 

Mr.  Foulke  fpoke  a  fevy  words,  and  could  not  difeover  any  advantage  that 
would  arifefrom  it,  and  it  might' fubjedt  thf  eouptry  to  fome  inconvenience. 

Mr.  Fit zjtmmons  (siidy  thereafon  for  it  was,  that  the  citizens  of  Pennfylya- 
nia  ought  all  to  be  regulated  by  general  laws,  and  no  good  would  arife  from 
exceptions  in  this  inftance,  though  gentlemen,  perhaps,  did  not  attend,  that 
the  bill  excluded  printed  books,  neat  cattle,  fheep,  or  fwine,  houlhold  goods,, 
or  wearing  apparel,  which  removed  the  inconvenience  they  were  apprehenfive 
of.  The  duties  were  confined  to  goods  and  merchandize  t  and  furely  if  auc¬ 
tioneers  were  inclined  to  fell  fuch  in  the  country,  there  was  good  rcafon  v/hy 
he  fhould  pay  for  his  licence,  and  the  proprietor  the  duty.  If  a  man  fells  fuch 
at  Ltncafter  or  Germantewn,  for  what  reafon  is  he  to  be  ofcufed. 

Mr.  FinJUy.  When  the  fubjeifl  now  btjfore  us,  \yas  lad  canvafled  in  tk^ 
houfe,  it  was  well  underflood,  that  the  flace  would  derive  little  or  no  benefit 
from  the  duties  to  be  colledled  in  the  country  *  but  as  general  laws  are  ever 
more  agreeable  than  partial,  it  was  accorded  with.  Merchandize  is  rarely 
fold  in  the  country  by'audlion,  and  it  cannot  be  oppreflive  in  any  great  degree 
to  the  country  people.  If  any  perfons  choofe  to  go  there  to  make  fale  of 
fuch  articles,  it  will  be  but  feldom »  the  claufe  can,  therefore,  do  no  harm, 
and  may  prevent  any  caufc  for  ,difcontent  among  the  citizens  !  it  was  far  this 
reafon  I  came  into  it  before,  but  neverthelefs  I  fhall  not  vote  againll  ftriking  it: 
©ut. 

'  Mr.  Logan  continued  his  complaint  of  its  inutility,  and  thought  the  coun¬ 
try  was  particularly  injured  by  the  duty  on  the  fale  of  real  efl^tes.  Country 
people,  when  obliged  to  fuch  a  fale,  could  not  communicate  their  intention  tor 
many,  perhaps  not  above  one  hundred ;  but  in  Philadelphia  they  might  to  ^ 
very  numerous  train  of  purchafers.  He  was  apprehenfive  the  law  would  not 
be  attended  to,  as* the  duties  would  be  fo  fmall,  and  the  Tales  fo  few,  by  which 
means  it  would  fall  into  difrefpefl,  and  have  the  ill  confequenccs  he  adverteef 
to  before. 

Mr.  Fitzfmmens  ftill  thought  gentlemen  did  not  attend  to  the  particulars  of 
the  bill.  Every  fale  was  not  noticed  in  the  a€t  >  it  was  merely  for  goods,  raer- 
'  ,  '  '  ‘  '  chandizCi, 


r}.^ 
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th  r  n°  1*^^*  u  advantage  would  arife  to  the  ftate  In  town 

the  feller  has  cho.ce  of  foar  *  cr  five'perfoos  to  cmrloy  ;  in  t,  T  ■ 

tv.ll  nevrt  exteed  one.  }Ie  (hould  like  to  leave  out  real  eLte“  toh  '' 

the  town  and  country;  and  confine  the  duties  to  merchandise  only  He  Iv 

elaufe  ftolirbe'n  fl “■'Ctieration  of  the 
elaureihooldbepofiponed,  fo  that  the  members  might  have  time  to  conCder 
of  Its  propriety,  and  prepare  themfelves  accordingly.  <  conhder 

Mr.  I'hope  it  is  underliood  by  the  honfe  e„d  .  -li  r 

xvh"hha7b::fd“Vtfi:dafi:s^r^^^^^^^^ 

Tf  the  ftate  r“'  ^  ®  T’  “’em  and  paid  in  no  other  part 

or  .bar  V  this  burden  has  not  been  complained  of 

cr  that  It  IS  not  an  obj  ea  deferving  of  complaint,  when  on.  part  if 

TO  ni  y  are  opprefled,  and  the  other  are  nnalFeaed  }  It  furely  was  and-  ■  n 
e  highly  offenfive  on  acount  of  its  inequality,  as  well  as  being  made  a  rnTb'- 
poiy.  In  Philadelphia  a  duty  has  been  impofed  upon'the  fale  of  real  eflates  • 
3s  there  any  reafon  or  jullice,  that  the  like  ftould  not  be  a  genefal  regulation  • 
or,  if  notgencrah  it  ought  to  be  remitted  to  Philadelphia;-  The  laff  houfe 
were  fatisfied  of  its  impropriety,  and  we  have  afferted  the  fam.e  i  it  now  re 
smains  tnat  it  be  deftroyed  or  equalized  as  much  as  the  differetif  lltuation  of 
the  city  and  country  will  permit.  Is  not  this  difference  attended  to'  in  the 
,<laufe  before  us  >  and  what  is  afted  of  the  couniry  »  It  is  admirr.d  i.  i 
lides,  that  the  revenue  to  be  raifed  from  the  fale  of  real  eflates,  will  be  fma^H 
little  can  alfo  be  raifed  from  t!ie  country  by  the  fale  of  merchanrlwn  'c-  l” 
claufe  fljould  pars.  Then  for  the  fake  of  equalizing,  and  to  prevent  peol^ 
from  eftablilhing  anaions  without  the  limits  of  the  city,  in  order  thereby  to 
avoid  the  duties,  which  might  be  the  cafe  hereafter,  if  they  were  left  st  lib/r 

cn  this  head.  The  gentlemen  want  to  exonerate  real  eflate^  ari  tid  bite' 
if  they  will  agree  to  exonerate  thofe  of  the  city,  as  well  as  the  country,’ I 
Jiave  no  objeflion,  and  it  muft  fee  acknowledged  fair  and  jufl.  Ifanyofmy 
confiituents  find  rt  either  necefifary  or  convenient  to  difpofe  of  their  property 
by  this  mode  lhall  ,t  beffubjeaed  to  a  high  expeuce  and  duty,  when  a  man 
.iving  within  but  Cx  or  eight- miles  of  him,  pays  nothing?  I  alk  the  gentlemen. 

Nor  can  the  people  of 

•Philadelphia  much  longer  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  thus  partially  taxed. 

’’ffof'-'that  the  qualification  necefifary  for  the 
country  auaioneer  might  be  much  lefs  than  for  the  cityi  it  has  been  agreed  to 

and  It  cannot  prevent  people  of  capacity  from  having  an  opportunity  of  em- 
ploying  themfelves  in  this  occupation. — The  bond  neceiTary  is  lelTcned  from 
one  thoufand  to  one  hundred-and  the  price  of  the  licence  might  be  one 
^hundred  in  the  city,  and  but  five  or  ten  in  the  country  i‘  the  objeft  is  not  to 
injure  the  country,  or  burthen  them  unnecclTarily— becaufe  to  equalize  taxes, 
JS  ever  of  abfolute  necelTity.— After  a  moment’s  confideration,  I  hope  no  Gen- 
,tleman  will  oppofe  what  has  for  its  foundation,  juftice  and  necelfity  ;  if  this 

daufe  does  not  pafs,  1  hope  it  will  be  agreed  to  modify  the  duties  paid  in 
Philadelphia,  '  i 

‘  ■  Mr.  JVhitdilll 


of  Pennsylvania. 

Viv .Whitehill  was  heard  with  great  indiftinOiion,  fo  that  his  arguments,  whe¬ 
ther  in  fupport  or  reply  to  Mr.  Fitzfimons  cannot  be  detailed  without  greac 
rifque  of  error.  He  concluded  with  moving  a  pottpooement  of  the  claufe. 

Mr.  Rebinfon  admitted  that  but  fmall  fums  would  be  raifed  by  the  fale  of 
merchandize  in  the  country — but  the  principle  is  valuable,  though  the  pro¬ 
duce  is  fmall.— The  tax  oil  vendues  was  much  unlike  an  impoft,  thi^  though, 
raifed  from  Philadelphia,  might  be  repaid  by  the  confumer- — bilt  it  never  was 
fuppofed,  that  the  man  who  fold  his  property  at  auction,  got  more  for  it  or 
a  higher  price  ;  if  he  got  lefs*  the  lofs  muft  be  born  by  himfelf.— He  had 
heard  no  reafon  that  combated  the  principle — -and  fhould  thit  claufe  be  thrown 
out,  there  was  but  one  in  the  bill  he  would  affeat  to,  and  that  was  the/«7? 
which  repealed  all  and  every  acf  relating  to  vendues— ^for,  if  the  duties  could 
iiot  be  equalized,  they  ought  to  be  given  up  altogether. 

Mr.  Fitzfimons — Though^  Sir,  when  1  w'as  laft  up,  I  faid,  If  the  city 
was  excepted  from  the  tax  on  real  eftates,  I  would  giveup  thatof  checountry^ 
but,  upon  confideration,  I  could  not  agree  to  that  ^  for  1  believe  it  is  too  ge¬ 
nerally  known,  how  much  the  revenues  ©f  the  commonwealth  have  fallen  ftiort, 
and  how'  inadequate  every  exertion  has  been  to  enable  her  to  difeharge  her 
numerous  engagements  i  therefore,  as  I  value  the  public  faith  by  which  this 
fund  ftands  pledged,  I  would  not  difconclaue  it,  without  firfl:  preparing  an- 
bther  efficient  and  adequate  to  the  one  w'e  are  to  rellnquifh. — The  revenue 
on  the  fale  of  real  efiates,  though  fmall,  is  well  collecled  i  its  fioppage  would 
be  an  additional  injury  to  public  credit  ;  and  though  it  be  fubjedl  to  inconve^ 
nience,  yet  it  is  better  to  be  borne  than  deprive  the  ftate  of  that  revenue, 
of  which,  at  this  particular  time,  it  ftands  fo  much  in  need. 

Dodlor  L&gan  expedfed  the  gentlemen  who  would  agree  to  this  claufe, 
might  vote  for  its  poflponement  at  prefent,  until  fome  amendments  could  be 
made^  He  repeated  his  arguments  on  the  I'ubjed:  of  the  laws  being  uinecefTa- 
fy,  and  wsuld  not  have  it  paffed  until  vendues  were  aiflually  efiablifhed  in  the 
Country.— He  did  not  think  the  duties  upon  the  fale  of  merchandize  ac 
auction  fo  oppreffive  as  was  reprefented  by  the  member  from  the  city  (Mr, 
Fitzjimons) — ^it  had  alFedfed  principally  thofe  numerous  foreigners,  who  come 
among  us,  and  parri&ularly  difpofed  of  their  property  by  this  mode  5  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Fhiladelphla  bore  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  expeace. 

Mr.  Findley  thought  it  would  not  be  wife  to  go  on  at  prefeut  with  the  bill, 
is  it  would  in  fome  rrreafure  preclude  a  full  opportunity  of  invefligation. — 
He  wifhed  to  keep  facred  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  »  and  it  would  be  well 
to  confider  its  efFe6ts  in  the  country  :  upon  the  vyhole,  he  was  for  the  poft- 
ponement  of  the  bill. 

The  informed,  the  queftion  was,  the  poftponement  of  the  claufe 

only  }  Mr.  Findley  had  tknderftood  it  to  be  the  bill  ;  he  thought  fueh  a  mo¬ 
tion  had  been  made,  but  if  it  was  not,  he  would  move  it. 

Mr.  Fitzjimcns  v/imed  the  gentlemen  would  remember,  that  he  had  agrei^c! 
the  bill  fhould  pafs  late  in  the  laft  feflions,  in  order  to  give  time' to  thofe  w'ho 
had  the  monopoly  in  their  hands,  to  fettle  their  affairs. — Since  this,  it  had 
palled  to  others,  and  he  hoped  it  was  not  intended  to  poftpone  generally,  and 
aegledt  the  bill  totally  on  that  account.— If  this  was  not  the  cafe,  he  fhould 
not  oppofe  the  poftponement. 

Mr.  Findley  meant,  that  it  Ihould  be  brought  on  again  before  the  end  of  the 

Mr.  Whitehill  did  not  wifti  to  oppofe  a  general  regulation— nor  had  he  anv 
defirc  to  encourage  any  monopoly,  be  it  ia  whofe  hands  it  may — much  lefs  to 

injure 
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injure  the  people  of  Philadelphia. — He  was  for  doing  juftice  to  all — and  iherd' 
was  time  enough  for  palling  the  bill  after  next  week. 

Whereupon  the  bill  was  poUponed. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  moved  for  cofnmitticg  the  petition  from  Berks  county, 
and  that  the  Committee  Ihould  be  inllrudled  to  report  a  bill,  if  they  thought 
neceflTary.—As  this  Ivas  rather  a  bill  of  a  private  nature,  and  alPedted  only 
the  bufgelTes  of  the  borough,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftfidf  of  Reading,  it 
did  not  come  within  the  meaning;  of  thofe  words  in  thfe  conflitution,  which 
fay,  that  bills  of  a  public  nature  fhodid  be  publilhed  for  cenlideration,  and  not 
palTed  in  the  feflion  in  ^hich  they  originated,  but  on  erhergenCy.  This  wa*  a 
matter  that  interelled  merely  the  p  etiticnefs,  ahd  not  the  llate  at  large; 
as,  by  the  thirty-firft  fedfion  of  the  conftitution,  the  mode  of  chuCng  JuHices 
of  peace,  is  given  to  the  freeholders  of  tbwhs,  boroughs  and  dlftridf';,  Co  be  re¬ 
gulated  by  law,  agreeable  to  th^ir  wifhes  and  delires  ;  and  as  the  law  repeal-^ 
mg  the  Reading  borough  bill  was, ‘  on  account  of  the  continuante  of  jullices 
in  office  but  for  one  year;  when  the  conflitution  required  them  to  be  in  corh- 
milEon  feveh  years,  would  be  carefully  attended  to  by  the  Committee,  and 
tlve  view  of  the  hodfe  immiediately  drawn  to  that  part  of  the  bill  th  bfe  report¬ 
ed,  which  fhould  have  in  contemplation  a  conformity  of  idea  with  the  prln- 

*  ciples  of  the  law  that  tepeaied  the  borough  adl.  He  had  no  doUbt  but  the 

houfe  would  reddily  torrie  into  the  meafUre  of  reporting  a  bill,  and  alTent  to 
its  palling  through  in  the  prefent  felTion — efpecially  as  the  fituation  was  fuch. 
Chat  the  bufinefs  of  the  orphans  court  coUld  not  be  attended  to  without  the 
aid  of  a  third  juftice,  of  which,  at  this  time  they  were  deficient  within  the 
iiiftri(T.  .  . 

Doctor  oppofed  the  motion  for  ihUruSilbn,  ^as  contrary  to  the  con- 

llitution;  which  he  highly  commended  ;  and  was  forry  to  fee  fuch  frequeht 
breaches  made  therein,  in  order  to  carry  party  views— the  day  would  come 
when  they  would  repent  it  forely.~The  thief  fecurity  of  the  people  lay  ia 
that  claufe,  which  obliges  the  publication  of  bills  for  their  confideration  ;  and 
though  innovation  was  made  by  trifles,  yet  it  would  be  plead  in  precedent; 
and  all  the  ill  confequenccs  might  flow  in.  This  cannot;  therefore,  but  be 

•  greatly  dreaded. 

Mr.  Z).  Clymer  replied,  that  the  ^entiemafl  was  not  Uttiform.~He  remem¬ 
bered  the  member  voted  heartily  for  a  public  bill,  appointing  our  worthy  Pre- 
Sdent  a  delegate  to  the  federal  cohventioii  that  was  run  through  the  houfe  in 
two  days.  This  meaTure  he  infilled  was  a  private  ohe,  and  therefore  the 
■  ufual  formalities  might  be  difpenfed  with. 

Mr.  Z^/^/Ve^^/V/oppofed  it  llrenuoully,  as  a  walle  of  time.  If  this  bill  did  not 
pafs,  and  as  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  conflitiltion  If  it  did. — He  wondered 
how  the  gentleman  could  call  this  a  private  bill — was  it  riot  for  the‘eledliori  of 
public  officers,  to  vell  them  with  judicial  power  h — If  this  Was  not  ari  objedl 
of  a  public  ndture,  he  did  riot  know  what  was. 

The  Committee  were  appointed,  but  the  houfe  refiifed  to  give  tKe  inllruc- 
lion  defired  by  Mr.  D\  Clymer, 

Mr.  Lilly  called  for  the  third  readlhg  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  EpifJo- 
pal  church  of  St.John’s;  in  York,  and  Mr.  Fitsijimons  introduced  fevetal 
claufes  to  charter,  and  endow  a  fchool  for  the  fame. 

Mr.  jD.  Clymer  was  oppofed  Co  crewing  a  public  fchool  for  the  inftruflion 
of  any  particular  fociety.  He  always  thought  it  would  be  better  that  they 
(hould  educate  together  that  of  twenty,  if  there  were  fo  many  in  the  county. 
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ks  fucii  rt^ode  of  education  would  have  a  tendency  to  defiroy  illiberallty  of  oiii- 
nion  ; 'if  the  contrary  principle  v/as  cflablilhed,  the  Icgiflature  would  have  to 
endow  fchools  of  every  dfeririptiori,  and  attach  them  to  incorporated  con¬ 
gregations,  which  would  be  a  means  of  promoting  bigotry  in  matters  of  reli¬ 
gion.  I'hc  bill  for  ineorporatioh  ahd  endowment  of  the  epifcopal  academy 
In  this  cityj  ought  hot  t®  be  plead  in  precedentj  becaufe  It  was  introduced 
and  harried  through  improperly- — improperly  upon  the  principle  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  becaufe  the  quantity  of  land  v/as  too  great. 

Mr.  Fitzfiitons — We  w’eil  know,  that  the  public  fchools  ereiSied  by  the  le- 
giflature  are  in  fa6f  under  the  diredtion  of  perfohs  of  a  particular  perfuafiah, 
though  fuch  is  not  exprelTed  id  the  law— ^and  though  there  may  be  fame  ob- 
jedtions  to  attaching  them  to  a  particular  church,  by  exprefs  language,  yet 
there  is  none  to  the  fai^ — We  know  that  the  college  at  Carlifle  is  under  tb’s 
particular  direction  of  one  focicty,  dnd  that  the  Univerfity  in  this  city  is  go-* 
verned  by  the  fame — not  that  I  mean  they  exclude  youth  .of  another  form  re¬ 
ceiving  an  education  among  them — nor  do  I  know  any  ill  coalequences  thac 
arife  therefrom — I  have  myfelf  feme  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  adding  the 
claufe  to  the  prefent  bill.  ^ 

Mr,  Findley  had  but  now  learned  that  the  College  at  Carlifie,  and  the  Ufii- 
verfiry  of  the  city  were  attached  to  perfons  of  any  particular  perfualions.  Had 
he  known  it<  when  the  bill  of  incorporation  pafTed,  he  fhould  have  oppofed  it  ; 
if  the  gentlem.an  meant  that  it  had  become  of  late  fo,  then,  he  had  nov/  only 
learned  it  ;  hut  if  he  means  that  the  inhabitants,  who  lay  near  it^  are  of  a  par¬ 
ticular  piofeffion.and  therefore  mud  be  applied  to,  to  carry  on  the  good  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  legldature  he  underftood  it  •,  and  in  this  fenfe,  if  the  people 
aboutYork  were  Epifcopalians, they  might  upon  petition  have  a  fchool  ere6ted, 
and  the  guidance  of  which  muft  necelTarily  fall  amongft  them— but  they  ihould 
never  prohibit  perfons  of  every  defeription  coming  among  them — the  prece¬ 
dent  fet  by  adding  thefe  claufes,  would  be  unfafe,  and  therefore  he  v/as  op 

pofed  to  them.  ■  ■  „  ,  * 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  would  only  add  another  obfervation  upon  introducing  thefe 
claufes  i  they  had  come  forward  in  a  very  quedionablc  lhape.  They  hard 
all  the  efFefl  of  originating  and  paffing  a  bill  in  the  fame  feffion — and  though 
that  is  oppofed  by  the  Members,  y«t  tbis  is  tantamount  to  the  fame  ;  and  had 
he  known  the  difpofition  of  the  Houfe,  to  allow  meafures  to  fuccecd  In  the 
form  of  a  fubditute*  he  migh^  yelleidaY  have  got  a  public  fchool  chartered 
and  endowed  for  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  in  Reading  in  their  inepr- 
porating  bill,  as.a  religious  fociety.as  w.ell  as  a  claufe  in'the  fame  bill,  ;o  make 
an  additional  juftice  in  that  borough,  of  which  he  complained  he  had  then 
juft  been  defeated  ;  but  he  was  confident  the  Houfe  would  be  uniform  ia 
their  decifions,  and  let  who  would  fuffer,  throw  the^m  out  again,  the  reaCons 
and  principles  afligned  in  the  preamble  of  a  bill  publiftied  for,  confideralipn, 
ought  always  to  be  in  fubftance  adhered  to,  and  not  as  falfe  lights  to  take 
in  the  unwary  i  therefore,  he  hoped  the  claufes  offered  would  not  be  aia- 

mitted.  ,  ,  ^  *  i 

Mr.  Whitehiil  oppoferd  the  claufes,  becaufe  the  Houfe  coula  not  go  be¬ 
yond  the  powers  granted  them  by  the  conftitutlon — it  could  not  fUrcly  be 
pretended  thefe  claufes  were  of  a  private  nature,  becaufe  they  gave  away  the 
property  of  the  public. — He  was  warni,  and  would  be  conftant  ia  his  oppofi- 
tlon  to  meafures  of  this  nature — takfng  up  bufinefs  and  completing  it,  wuh- 

out  the  knowledge  «f  any  but  rhofe  in  the  Koufc  atid  :n  the  gallery,  was 
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€,6  General  Assembly 

.'realljr  dacgerous,— Tiut  was  the  cafe  with  the  claufcs—they  had  iiev^i- 
oeen  heard  of  before#—  * 

had  TOSurioned  his  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  introdu. 
C!ng  t  era'— bat,  as  for  the  publrcatiop,  no  more  could  be  learned  of  the  in- 
^nuon  of  the  Legiflacure,  when  -t  bill  was  printed  ‘y^ith  a  blank,  than 
Vasin  this  inftance— for  the  endowment  might,  in  that  cafe,  be  from  one 
act e  .to  twenty  thoufand. — The  claufes  were  put  into  ^his  hands  by  the 
Members  from  that  county  ;  bat  he  thought  a  bill  had  better  been  introdu- 
ced.  He  did  not  mean  to  advocate  the  cleufes,  becaufe  he  had  fome  doubts 
ot  the  propriety  of  adding  them  to  the  prefent. 

continued  to  difclaim  againfi  giving  away  the  property  of  the 

commonwealth  without  any  adherence  to  the  forms  preferibed  by  iho  confti- 
tution.  * 

Mr.  'M'Conagh^,  as  a  member  from  York,  wjthed  Mr.  to  explain 

imfel.  for  he  had  faid,  the  claufes  were  put  into  his  hands  by  the  members 
irom  that  county. 

Ur  anfwererf  the  gentleman,  he  did  not  ailnde  to  him  ;  when 

Ur-LtUj  rofe,  end  acknowledged  having  handed  thetn  to  Mr.  Fitxfimem, 

i  but  he  would  withdraw  them. _  '  .  r  * 

VVhereupon,  the  bilfpalfed. 

'  of  Doftor  Tuefday  next  was  afTigned  for  the  third  rcad- 

■  mg^ot  the  bill  to  enable  aliens  to  hold  and  purchafe  real  eilates,  as  well  as  to 
'lend  money  on  bond  and  mortgage. 

^  Ommotion,  Or-dere^J,  that  the  order  for  Saturday  be  'the  third  reading  of 

■  the  bill,  for  removing  the  feat  of  juftice  fromd^unbury. 

The  addrefs  of 'a  poor  negro  foldiar  was  read  a  fecond  time,  but  ao  order 
iilken  thereon.  "  ...  »  » 

'  Adjofiimcd,  ^ 

Thursday,  13,  A.  M. 

.The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment,  and  the  following  *biUs  were 
•irooght  in>ngr(  (fed,  compared  at  the  table,  and  enaded  into  laws. 

An  to  incorporate  the  Upper  Prefbyteriaa  Congregation  of'Maifh- 
Creek,  in  thc  county  of  Y ork.*’ 

“  An-aa  to  repeal'part  of ’an  aft  to  regulate  the  general  eleaions  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  to  prevent' frauds  therein,  and  to'amcnd  and  alter  the  a£l 
for- the  better  regulation  of  juries.” 

An-aa  to  relieve  Paul  Houfeman,  andnfolvent  debtor  rp  the  gaol  of  Lan- 
cafter  Cdunty,” 

•’A  letier-addrefTed  to' the  honorable  Mr.  Speahr,  by  Mr.’Robcrt'Galbraith, 
was  by  him  laid  before  the* Houfe,  ftating,  that  in  ccnfequence  of  having  feen 
an  ’attack  wantonly  made' upon  the  reputation  of 'Mr. ’iPFWr,  through  a  pe¬ 
tition 'prefented  to  the  Hetufe’by  Lewis  Caftleman,  he  was  induced  to  come 
forward  in'  his'vindication.  -pic  alTerted,  the  calumnies  there  charged  againft 
Mr.  Woods,  to  have  arifen  from  malevolence  and  infolence,  and  retorted  with 
•<afperity  upon'Caftleman,  who  he  declared  a  troublefomc  and  litigious  perfon. 
It  was  rtiad  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  .Sir/^«»y/er  pfcfented  a  petition -from  Michael  El)erly,  late  an  officer  in 
'•the  Pennfylvama'iine,  praying  fas  he  was  unable  to  follow  hie  avocations^by 
teafon  of  a’ paralytic  difordci-)  that  tbeTloufe  would  extend  him  relief  by  pay¬ 
ing  0^'  part  of  the  certifitatc?  he  pdlTcffed  for  bi«  fcrvices, 

Mr. 
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'Mr.  '"M^'Dd-well  alfo  prefented  petitions  figned  by  feven  hundr.ed  and  fifty- 
three  inhabitants  of  Wottmoreland,  "Warhington,  and  Fayette  Counties,  pray¬ 
ing  that  the  feat  of  juftice  for  a  new  county  (which. they  pray  i^-nay  be  l,aid  off 
•«ut  of  thc-others)  fhould  be  fixed  on  the  weft  fide  of  .the  Monongahala  riv«r, 

‘  Thefe  were  alfo  read,  and  ordered  tp'lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  entitled An  a6f  to  declare  aad  regulate  cfcheat?,’*  being  the  or- 
■dcrFor  this  day,  was  taken  into  confideratjon. 

S'everal  fmail  amendmenrs  or  alterations  were, made  ;  but  when  the  claufe 
to  eftablilh  the  fees  to  be  annexed  to  the  office  of  efcheator-general,  who  is  to 
‘be  chofen  by  the  fupreme  executive  coupe;!,  was  confidered, 

Mr.  M^hitehtll  ftated,  that  as  it  v/asan  office  that  required  profeffional  abili¬ 
ties,  ami  an  office  of  fome  refponfibility,  the  fee«  ought  therefore  to  be  ample, 
in  order  to  induce  gentlemen  of  capacity  to  enter  thereon.  We  ought  not  to 
pinch  them,  atlded  he  ;  for  which  reafon'I  move  th^t  three  pounds  be  allowed 
|him  for  receiv'ing  and  filing  each  information. 

’Mr.  Gecrge  Rojs  moved  ro  allow  fifteen  {hillings. 

The  quertirn  on  the  highe'ft  fum  was  put,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  l^bttebill  movedi  to  fill  with  forty  fliillings,  and  infifted,  that  the  com- 
penfacion  to  be  made  the  officer,  ought  to  be  liberal ;  .becaufe,  ,as  it  required 
a  perfon  of  ability,  fuch  could  not  b.c  got  without  having  a  handfome  reward. 
This  was  to  be  done  only  by  granting  a  lalary,  or.  allowing  .large-fees,  as  pro¬ 
ceedings  before  the  efeheator  would  be  but  feldom :  he  was  more  entitled  to 
large  fees  than  if  frequent;  moreover,  unlefs  he  was  to  getTomechlog  by  the 
exercife  of  the  office,  he  rriight  be  induced  to  flight  or  pay  .no  , attention  to 
fuch  informations  as  are  given  him. 

Mr.  Brackenrtdge  did  not  know  the  proper  fees  to.  be. allowed  on  this  occa- 
dicn,  nor  was  he  much  acquainted  with  the  fees  of  office  in  any  department; 
for  this  reafon  he  profeiTed  himlelf  unable  to  fay  what  ffiould  be  the  quaatupi 
for  the  fervice  propofed  ;  though  he  thewight  it  evident,  that  forty  .{hillings  was 
.more  than  fufficient,  becaufe  all  the  fees  would  be  paiai  on  each  and  every 
caufe  that  .fhould  come  before  him,  in  which  cafe  it  mull  amount  tofomething 
•-very  confiderffile.  The  worth  or  quantum  the  eftate  will  efcheat  muffi  be  very 
conflderable  to  bring  any  thing  into  the  public  treafury,  afteriallowing  the  in- 
.^former  a  one*third  or. a  one-rfifth  part,  paying  office  fees  ,and  other  contingent 
^expenccs.  Forty  {hillings  for  receiving  and  filing  an  inforrnation  !  Of  .what 
■  length  muft  that  be.>  perhaps  half  a  fheet— and  he  is  to  be  allowed  forty  (hil¬ 
lings  for  the  mere  receiving  and  filing.  The  trouble-  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  fo 
^great,  to  ilfue  his  precept  to  cmpannel  and  returnan  inqueft  to  hold  the  en¬ 
quiry— for  this  there  muft  be  another  forty  ffiillings.  Here  is  attefting  the 
iwitneflfcj,  and  taking  their  tellimony  in  writing,  mufl  without  doubt,  be 
more  troublefome,  .for  ^which  you  cannot  refufe  another  forty  {hillings. 
..Again,  making  out  copies-and  certificates,  executing  leafes.^and  filing  their 
.CQunterparts,  with  the  other  branches  of  the  bufinefs,  will  not  admit  a  le/s 
.reward  ,  indeed  each  article  feems  deferving^asffiigh-a  fee  as  receiving  and  filing 
*  ormation.  A  member,  whom  he  fuppofed  had  paid. particular  attention 

concerned  to  fee  not  in  his^  place  :  perhaps  that  gentleman 
mig  t  ha^e  been  pr.ppared  to  fay, what  was  proper  to  be  the  fee, for  each  ferr 
.▼ice, ,  ut  he  twas  forry  at  the  fame  time  that:  other  members  were  not  equality 

.jnrorraed  ,  and^prqpofcdjvffiqh*  bill -was  pQftnoiBed^  raakingvhlmfelf  acquainted 
this  Ijcad.  r  "  ^  - 

Mr.  JVhitehill 
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Mr.  IVhtiehtll  exprefled  great  difapprobation  that  this  officer  was  treated  in 
the  light  of  a  clerk.  Did  the  gentleman  not  know  the  officer  would  be  refpon- 
fible  for  the  faithful  prefervation  of  the  property  that  came  into  his  poffeffion  ? 
Did  he  riot  know  that  fureties  in  two  thoufand  pounds  were  required  ? — 'that 
the  officer  muft  pofTefs  profeflional  abilities  ?— and  talk  of  him  as  of  a  clerk^to 
,  be  merely  paid  for  copying !  perhaps  the  member  would  think  five  or  ten  ffiil- 
llngs  enough:  but  he  knew,  that  unlefs  a  handfome  provifion  v/as  made  for 
the  officer’s  encouragement,  none  would  be  found  to  accept  the  office  vv’ho  pof- 
feired  talents  requifite'to  difcharge  it  ably.  This,  as  he  faid  before,  could 
only  be  done  by  allowing  handfome  fees  or  granting  a  falary  :  the  latter  was 
very  obje€lional  ;  he  therefore  hoped  the  houfe  would  purfue  the  fprmer. 

Mr.  Brackenridge  hardly  knew  in  what  eftimation  at  firft  to  hold  the  offi¬ 
cer  ;  but  then,  as  high  judicial  knowledge  Was  not  neceiTary  to  hold  an 
inqueft,  or,  if  the  gentleman  pleafed,  ah  efcheator’s  court,  he  did  not  fee 
dny  reafon  for  a  man  of  fuch  vaft  talents :  on  the  contrary,  the  bufincfs  feern- 
ed  to  differ  but  little  from  that  of  the  prothonotary’s,  and  he  faw  no  good 
caufe  for  allowing  n^ore  for  their  fervices  ;  his  duty  appeared  to  confift  merely 
in  receiving  and  filing  certain  writings,  and  of  iffuing  precepts  to  the  fiseriff, 
after  the  manner  of  the  county  clerks  ;  he  fa'w  no  necefuty  to  employ  con- 
fummate  abilities  in  this  way,  but  thought  the  office  might  be  ably  filled  even 
by  a  clerk. 

Theclaufe  was  comrhitted  to  Meffrs.  Whitthiil^  D.  Clyme'r^  and  Brac^eH-^ 
ridge  to  report  a  lifl:  of  proper  fees.  ^ 

Mr.  B  racks  nr  i  d ge  f-xW^d^QX  thefecofid  reading  of  Lewis  Caflleman’s  petition; 
•which  bein'g  done,  he  moved  that  it  be  difmiffed. 

If  any  foundation  exifted  for  the  infamoUa  charges  brought  againft  Mr. 
Woods  in  the  petition  of  Lewis  Caflleman,  the  petitioner  could  obtain  redreffi 
in  a  court  of  jufiice  ;  or,  if  the  allegation  could  be  proved,  he  might  have  his 
adtfon  for  a  cheat,  and  a  claimant’s  title  under  Mr.  Woods  would  be  void.-— 
But  any  rnan  who  charges  another  with  crimes  of  fo  high  4nd  heinous  a  na¬ 
ture  z%  thofe  fet  forth  by  Lewis  Cafiiem'an,  in  th&  petition  handed  in  the  other 
day,  by  the  member  from  Cumberland,  without  ability  to  prove  them,  is 
oi  i  libel,  and  as  much  liable  to  the  profecution  of  the  offpned,  though  ftated 
in  a  petition  to  the  legiflature,  as  if  he  had  publiffied  it  to  them  as  individuals  of 
the  commonwealth  ;  looking  upon  it  clearly  to  be  a  libel  in  Caftleman,  yet  He 
did  not  know  what  ma^  be  faid  of  the  conduft  of  the  gentleman  who  publiflicd 
it  by  prefentingit,  or  whether  he  was  a  party,  and  how  far. — But  he  hoped 
the  Houfe  would  ftamp  it  with  their  difapprobation,  being  not  only  libellous, 
but  containing  matter  totally  out  of  the  province  of  the  legiflature,  and  difmifs 

it  with  contempt.  .  .j.  .  , 

Mr.  Whitehill  wAs  aftoniflied  at  the  language  of  the  gentleman  in  charging 

him  with  a  crime  he  never  had  intention  to  commit.— In  prefenting  the  p<i- 
{ition  he  had  only  performed  the  duty  every  member  of  the  houfe  owed  Co 
their  conflituents,  as  declared  in  the  conflitution.— He  x^as  not  to  be  deterred 
from  the  performing  this— and  he  called  oil  the  member  to  explain  what  Be 

meant  by  reproving  him.  ^  ^  ^  ai  ' 

Mr.  Brackenridge — When  he  was  up  before,  had  faid  that  Lewis  Caltle- 
man,  by  making  a  falfe  reprefentation,  came  under  the  denomination  of  a  li- 
bellift  :  its  being  made  to  the  legiflature,  altered  by  no  meaAs  the  cafe,  for  it 
was  a  fubjea,  of^which  they  had,no  cognizance  :  this  being- granted,  bethought 
it  dearly  followed,  that  the  bringing  it  before  the  houfe,  was  %%  unjuUifiab.fe 
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'as  publiiliing  it  ant  of  doors.  In  that  cafe  It  mud  Inftantly  be  decided  a  libd  ; 
then,  fo  it  is  in  this,  and  Lewis  Cadleman  is  liable,  v/itkout  doubt,  to  a  pro- 
fecution  at  common  law. — He  had  alfo  faid,  that  he  did  not  certainly  know% 
what  might  be  faid  of  the  propriety  of  a  member’s  conducl  in  prefenting  it. 
We  had  not,  without  fome  difficulty,  made  up  his  mind  in  the  little  time  he 
had  confidered  it.  But  he  thought,  if  the  paper  contained  a  libel,  then  lure- 
Jy  he  who  brought  it  forward,  in  order  to  publifli  it,  mud  be  equally  blame- 
able^ — as  for  its  being  the  duty  of  a  member  to  prefent  fuch,  he  would  not  cer*- 
tainly  have  done  it. — What  other  gentlemen  may  think-,  he  knew  not ;  but 
he  had  given  his  opinion,  and  done  what  he  ought  to  do,  in  dating  to  the  houfe 
the  impropriety  he  apprehended. — He  would  fay  further,  that  every  honed, 
man  would  feel  indignation  at  the  vile  attack  of  Cadleman,  upon  the  re¬ 
putation  of  a  gentleman  of  good  fame— ^perhaps  it  might  be  fuppofed,  that  thfe 
petition  arofe  from  midake,  and  the  man  looked  upon  this  as  a  proper  mode 
of  procedure — but  he  was  more  apprehenfive  it  had  its  origin  from  defign,  and 
that  defign  was  to  injure  the  reputation  of  a  marr,  in  order  to  ferve  party  pur- 
pofes.-— Cadleman  was  not  the  only  perfon  of  the  dtama. — For  we  have  feea 
an  account  of  this  man,  and  hisobjedl  printed  in  the  public  papers,  the  day 
alter  the  petition  was  prefented,and  this  done  by  a  good  hand,  with  no  doubc 
fome  objedl.  He  did  not  mean  to  infid,  that  this  was  the  cafe — but  it  had  to 
him  that  appearance,  and  the  whole  feemed  to  him  to  be  calculated  to  make  a 
favorable  impreflion  on  the  public  in  favor  of  the  one— and  lay  a  foundation  to 
ruin  the  good  name  of  the  otheri  This  he  was  happy  to  fee,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  defeated,  by  the  letter  from  Mr.  Galbraith  ;  as  from  this  it  appeared  the 
charges  were  not  only  unfapported  but  falfe.  His  obje6l  on  the  prefent  occa- 
ficn  was  that  of  every  honed  man,  namely,  to  repair  the  injury  done  to  a 
worthy  man’s  character,  in  iidening  to  calumnies.  He  hoped,  therefore,  thac 
the  Houfe  would  diTmifs  this  petition. 

.  Mr.  Fits^fimons  hoped  the  petition  would  be  dirmilTed  for  the  reaforiff 
mentioned  by  the  Gentleman  near  him  (  Mr.  Brackenridge  )  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  a  leffon  in  future  to  Gentlemen,  that  might  teach  them  cautida 
Jn  prefenting  petitions.— He  had  not  been  in  the  Houfe  when  this  was  pre- 
fented  and  was  totally  unacquainted  with  the  circumdance,  until  he  read  ic 
in  the  nev.'fpapers — That  the  people  have  a  right  to  bring  before  the  Legilla- 
ture  a  reprefentation  of  any  grievance  they  wiffied  to  be  redrelTed,  was  an 
undeniable  truth,  edablifhed  by  the  bill  of  rights  ;  but  it  will  be  obfervbd 
that  the  Member  prefenting  fuch  petition,  is  obliged  to  date  the  fubjea:  matter 
to  the  Chair,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  pradfice  of  the  Houfe  i  therefore 
the  prefumption  is,  that  he  is:  acquainted  with  the  defign  of  the  petition  5. 
but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe  ;  he  could  fpcak  for  himfelf,  and  would  ac¬ 
knowledge  he  had  prefented  many  chat  were  put  into  his  hands,  and  taken 
their  contents  upon  the  words  of  the  perfons  who  gave  them  ;  in  fome  fucli 
cafe  he  might  have  committed  an  error  like  the  prefent— whether  this'  was 
the  fituation  of  the  Member  from  Cumberland  or  not,  he  could  not  fay. — 
But  furcly  great  caution  was  necelTary,  as  it  was  affixing  a  digma  upon  the 
reputation  of  a  worthy  perfon,  who  was  deprived  of  the  opporronity  to  dif- 
prove  the  allegations  :  fuppofe  the  yeas  and  nays  were  to  be  called  on  a  quef- 
tion  like  the  prefent,  would  not  this  condemn  to  infamy  without  the  party  be¬ 
ing  heard.— He  did  not  fuppofe  Gentlemen  had  any  fuch  intention,  but  . he  had 
dated  it  to  fhew  what  irremediable  confequeaccs  may  flow  from  want  of  pru¬ 
dence  or  caution  in  legiflative  eonduid; 
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Mx.  Whitehill  never  heard  of  Caf^leman  nor  of  his  complaints,  until  a 
few  miriutes  before  he  handed  the  petition  to  the  Speaker. — He  was  told 
that  there  was  a  man  of  one  hundred  and  nine  years  of  age,  waiting  to 
prefent  a  petition  to  the  Houfe  j  he  went  out  and  faw  the  man,  and  promifed 
him  to  prefent  It.  He  juft  looked  over,  and  carried  it  to  the  Speaker,  and 
told  him  It  was  t  petition  from  fuch  perfon,  and  that  Caftleman  was  waiting: 
1  bough  the  ufual  time  of  prefenting  petitions  had  palled,  yet  the  Speaker 
confented  that  it  Ihould  be  read— until  then,  he  knew  nothing  of  the  defign  to 
attack  any  man’s  charaaer.— But  fuppofe  he  had  known  the  defign,  rnuft 
he  not  prefent  it  }  Muft  the  charges  it  contained,  be  falfe  >  On  the  contrary, 
mght  they  not  be  true,  and  may  they  not  be  be  true  yet  ?  As  a  Mem- 
^er  of  this  Houfe,  he  was  obliged  to  prefent  fuch  petitions  as  were  put 
jnto  his  hands;  and  if  the  charges  were  doubtful,  could  it  be  faid  he  was  ex- 
cufed  ?  Or  fuppofe  it  was  a  matter  that  did  not  properly  come  before  them, 
■was  he  to^  decide  this  ?  Were  there  not  many’  petitioners  whofe  prayers  it 
■would  be  improper  to  grant  >• — He  never  defired  to  injure  the  charader  of  any 
man,  nor  to  ftamp  Mr.  Woods  v/ith  infamy  ;  he' knew  nothing  of  this  when 
he  prefented  the  petirion,  which  the  houfe  might  difmifs  if  they  chofe. 

Findley  knew  nothing  of  this  bufinefs  than  what  he  had  now  heard. 
He  approved  the  motion  for  difmiflion,  though  there  were  two  ways  of  efFeft- 
ing  this  ;  the  one  by  the  mode  propofed,  and  the  ‘‘other  by  committing  ;  this 
Jatter,  was  frequently  taken — though  was  this  even  a  oueftlon  of  order,  he 
was  clear  for  difmifting  it  immediately,  as  it  was  improper  in  its  object,  as 
well  as  calumnious — as  for  the  obfervation  of  the  gentleman  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  might  be  called,  it  was  an  obfervation  urinecefifary  on  the  prefent'occa- 


.  Mr.  Robtnfon  thought  as  it  might  be  a  matter  of  fome  ccnfequence,  that  it 
ihould  be  known  Vv^hat  a  member  ought  to  do  in  the  cafe  of  prefenting  petl- 
iions,  he  Ihould  ftate  what  he  thought  would  be  proper,  which  was,  that  the 
reprefentative  ought,  in  compliance  with  his  duty,  to  prefent  on  all  occafions, 
St  leaft  he  fhould  do  fo — and  not  take  upon  him  to  judge  of  the  propriety  or 
ampropriety  of  granting  ■the  objefl:,  but  leave  that  to  the  legillaturc,  who  are 
only  competent  to  decide.  This  concluded  the  converfation,  and  * 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  be  difmilled.  '  ‘ 

The  letter  received  a  few  days  ago  from  Colonel  Francis  Mentacs,  was 
lead  a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  MeflTrs.  Hall,  Robinfon  and  Findley; 

The  petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Weft'Chefter  was  alfo  committed. 

The  bill  for  felling  the  lot  in  Eaft  Cain,  Chefter  county,  was  read  over  a'fe- 
cond  tinre  ;  buton  thequeftion,  “  Shall  this  bill  be  taken  up'by  paragraphs.^’’ 
it  was  determined  In  the  negative — whereby  the  bill  is  deftroyed, 

'  Adjourned. 

Friday,  September  14,  A.  M‘. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Cannon  prefented  four  petitions  from  fix  hundred  and  three  inhabitants 
of  Bedford  County,  praying  the  bill  publilhed  for  dividing  that  ebuhty  may  not 
be  enafted  this  feftion. 

Mr.  Hubley  prefented  a  petition  figned  by  the  maglftrates,  the  grand  jury  and 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lahcafter  county,  recommending  the  bill  to  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  for  enabling  Mr.  Witmore  to  build  a  bridge  acrofs  the 
Coneftoga. 

The  preceding  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Rihinfcn  prefen.ted  one  from  Thomas  M‘Cormick,  late  a  foldler  in  the 
line,  praying  a  compenfation. 

Mr.  hitehill  prefented  another  figned  by  two  hundred  inhabitants  of  Sun-* 
bury,  and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  bill  for  removing  the  feat  of  juhice  to 
Northumberland,  may  not  be  palled  into  a  law.  In  canfequence  of  the  abufc 
it  contained,  by  improper  and  I'candalous  refledlions  on  members  of  the  af- 
lembly.  Mr.  Gray^  oppofed  letting  it  lay  on  the  table,  until  thofe  people 
learned  to  ufe  better  language  ;  but  he  was  over-ruled  by  a  majority  of  twenty- 
nine  to  twentv-fix. 

Mr.  Wkitehill  prefented  four  others  ;  the  objedl  of  which  was  the  fame,  but 
the  language  was  different  in  all,  but  the  one  from  the  towndrip  of  Mahonoy  \ 
and  thefe  were  alfo  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fitz.fimons  prefented  a  tranfeript  of  the  annual  accounts  of  the  Penn- 
fylvania  hofpital  for  the  laft  year,  and  requeued  a  comiinttee  might  be  appointed, 
according  to  the  ufaal  practice  of  the  Ploufe,  to  viht  this  inftitui  i  >n.  Where¬ 
upon  MefTrs.  Fitzfimons ^  ff'^ynkcop,  FFilling^  FVhitehUly  Findley,  A.  Stnitb, 
and  Doctor  Moore  were  afiigned  to  this  budnefs. 

Mr.  D.  C/ymer  prefented  the  report  o^the  committee,  on  the  petition  frorri 
Reading  ;  praying  to  have  an  additional  number’of  juftices. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill  for  cre<^ing  part  of  Wedmore- 
|and  and  Wafhington  into  a  new  county,  was  taken  into  confidei ation,  and  after 
reading  it  over,  the  following  debate  arofe  upon  taking  it  up  by  paragraphs  : 

Mr.  JVhitehill. — Before  theHoufe  agree  to  take  up  this  bill  by  paragraphs, 
I  think  foraething  fhould  be  done  to  Ihew  the  propriety  or  neceldty  of  paffing 
it  before  we  go  on  further  with  it.  i  believe  the  Houle  is  well  informed, 
that  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  to  give  their  vote  in  favor  of  this,  or  any 
other  nieafure,  for  which  they  cannot  conceive  the  reafon,  nor  underftand 
the  neceffity  ;  and  that,  becaufe  it  is  deflrudlive  of  all  good  government  ; 
I  fay,  it  there  exift  no  neceffity  for  the  meafure,  it  is  not  prudent  to  go  on 
with  it  ;  as  it,  on  the  contrary,  tends  to  the  damage  of  the  people,  not  only 
in- the  counties  particularly  intereffed,  but  to ‘thofe  of  the  (fate  generally.-™ 
I  know  of  no  neceffity  there  is  for  cutting ’up  the  two  counties,  nor  any  con- 
venieicd  it  will  be  of  to  the  petitioners  >  but  we  are  fure -i-t  will  be  a  burthen, 
and  are  doubtful  if  any  real  advantage  can  flow  from  it.  Before  the  Houfe 
fpend  their  time  in  its  confideration,  furely  fome  ferious  advantage  ffiould  be 
fuppofed  or  explained.- — None  had  keen  offered,  nor  were  any  curtain  I  but, 
will  the  Houfe  oblige  thefe  people  to  fuffer  an  inconyenience,  will  you  di-' 
vide  thefe  counties,  when  you  know  they  are  unable  to  fupport  the  expence 
If  It  appears  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  number  of  people  are  either  numerouSj  or 
that  they  are  in  a  condition  to  bear  greater  burthens  than  what  they  already 
Complain  of,  then  there  may  be  fome  reafon  for  allowing  the  bill  to  pafs.  But 
I  believe  this  is  not  the  cafe  \  nor  can  it  be  made  appear  to  the  Houfe, 
that  they  were  numerous,  and  fuffered  fome  fmall  inconvenience  at  prefent  \ 
yet  the  expences  of  a  feparate  county  are  fo  great,  that  the  new  one  would 
be  unable  to  bear  it,  when  divided. — The  expence  to  the  flate,  will  be  adding 
an  additional  member  to  the  general  Aflembly,  and  another  in  Council  ;  and 
there  ought  to  be  people  enough  to  entitle  them  to  one,  adequate  to  others  ; 
elTc  the  reprefentation  is  not  juft.  This  is  a  very  weighty  matter,  and  vror- 
thy  the  particular  attention  of  the  Houfe  ;  for,  if  they  have  not  taxablcs  e- 
nough  to  entitle  them  to  a  reprefentative,  they  will  pofTefs  an  advantage 
that  no  other  part  of  the  ftate  pofTefs.  I  have  confldcred  the  fubje<ft  fcrioully, 


J  •  Si,  f 


h>> 


t'-'  ■■  V 

^  :  '  ;!.••• 


ife 

M 


Debates  of  ^/:e  General  AssembL’V^ 


» 

and  depv.iid  upon  !t,  in  the  end,  it  will  tend  neither  to  the  advantage  of  thtf 
eounty  not  the  Rate.  It  is  too  late,  Sir  ;  the  boundaries  cannot  be  run,  hor 
there  is  not  tune  to  call  the  Eleaors  together,  to  let  them  know  where  they 
^re  to  cleft  their  Officers  at  the  next  eleftion  ;  why,  they  cinnot  know 
the  law.  A  few  Gentlemen  can,  \vho  ate  here  perhap?,  or  who  may  be  told 
rf  it  ;  but  the  majority,  the  great  body  of  the  county,  cart  know  nothing 
of  the  matter,  nor  be  able  to  carry  on  the  eleftion  fully  and  fairly  as  they 
ought  to  do.— It  does  appear  very  improper  to  pafs  the  bill  at  this  time  ; 
but,  when  we  confider  that  the  next  Houle  Will  meet  foon,  and,  if  it  is  de- 

flrable  and  convenient  to  the  people  j  if  there  is  any  real  neceflity  for  it _ 

ho  doubt  but  they  will  be  allowed  it  ;  there  are' petitions  now  againft  it  on  the 
fahle.—I  fay,  we  may  omit  it  altogether,  unlefs  the  Centlemen  can  ffied/ 
feme  real  neceflity  for  paffing  it  nov/.  I  will  wait  to  hear  what  the  ne- 
ieflity  is,  and  if  there  are  fuch  arguments  ufed  as  to  demon/irate  a  neceffi- 
ty,  then  perhaps,  we  may  allow  it  now— but,  if  rio  fuch  arguments  can  be 
produced,  1  think  we  ought  not  to  notice  it  further  for  the  prefent. 

Mr.  Brackenriige.  I  conceive  myfclf  in  a  particular  manner,  called  upon 
by  the  member,  who  has  juft  fpoken,  having  interefred  myfelf  in  bringing 
bfcfore  the  Houle  the  bill  now  depending — I  do  not  conceire  it  wu’ll  be  ne~ 
ceflTary  to  fay  much  on  the  prefent  cccafion,  as  the  Houfe  muft  underftand 
the  cafe  pretty  fully,  from  what  has  been  already  faid.  Neverthelcfs,  I  may, 
in  a  fev/  words,  ftaie  what  I  take  to  be  cogent  reafons  on  which  the  pro¬ 
priety  and  expediency  of  the  raeafure  wdl!  depend.  —  In  the  fTrft  place  then, 
if  we  agree  to  grant  the  petitioners  this  bill,  I  will  forward  the  convenience 
and  eale  of  the  people  in  that  diftrift,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  fo  far  as  re¬ 
lates  to  the  ordinary  bulinefs  of  Courts.— At  prefent  the  Court-Houfe  for 
Wafhington  county,  is  at  the  dirtance  of  about  five  and  twenty  miles  from 
the  moft  numerous  or  great  body  of  this  people  to  be  detached,  arid  who 
refide  within  the  county  oh  the  borders  of  the  river — aiid  who,  by  their 
petition,  pray  to  be  included  within  a  new  county. — The  feat  of  fuftice  in 
Weftmoreland  county,  is  thirty-five  miles  diftant  from  the  town  cf'Pitfburg 
for  which  reafon  it  muft  be  highly  inconvenient  for  the  irihabicants  of  that 
town,  to  profecute  their  fuits  at  that  feat  Juftice,  to  be  obliged  to  attend  as 
evidences  or  JurorpC'-  I  lay,  it  is  inconvenient,  mote  efpcciaily  for  the  people 
of  that  tov;n,  who  are  m.echanicks,  fhopkeepers,  or  traders,  and  who  cannot, 
by  reafon  of  their  occupations,  conveniently  for  any  length  of  time  be  from 
home  or  fi'.,,  o  their  bufinefa- — nor  pofTefs  the  means  of  travelling  to  and  from 
the  Court,  as  farmers  and  others  refiding  in  the  country^  and 
in  the  fecond  place  it  will  be  a  faving  of  time,  and  will  leflTen  the  expences  not 
ouly  oftravelling,  butof  fuits  at  lav/  i  when  thefe  are  carried  on  at  fuch  a  diftance, 
there  is  the  mileage  of  thirty-five  miles,  on  ferving  the  original  writ  ;  there  is 
the  fame  on  a  writ  of  execution,  and  upon  every  procefs,  until  the  final  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  caufe.  Thefe  charges  fwell  the  bill  exceedingly,  and  tha 
people  of  Ifttiburg  pay,  on  thefe  occafions,  much  higher  than  thole  who  re¬ 
fide  more  near  the  county  town,  and  by  which  means  the  fmalleft  fuit  mull^ 
he  fupported  and  defended  at  great  expence.  Here  contrafts  multiply  multi- 
tudisoufiy,  and  lelfening  thefe  expences  will  be  a  real  faving  to  the  people. 

•  It  may  alfo  be  very  convenient  for  foreigners  travelling  to  the  Weftern  coun^ 
try,  it  will  be*  agreeable  to  them  to  find  the  juftice  of  Pennfylvania  aiimiriiftered, 
without  feeking  it  at  a  diftanie,  and  out  of  their  route. — It  will  give  them  a 
good  impreffioB  of  the  jut-ifprudcnce  and  government  of  the  ftate  i  it'wlll  con¬ 
tribute 
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tnhnte  to  improve  the  town,  and  contribute  to  improve  the  adjoining  country  j 
the  vacant  lands  v/iil  acquire  fetclers  ,  it  will  conirl  nue  to  the  advantage  of 
the  flate,  by  railing  the  price  of  thofe  lands  about  to  be  iold  on  tne  weft  of  th? 
river;  it  will  advance  the  demand  for  the  mf»re  diflant  lands  ;  it  will  fatisfy 
.  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  who,  for  more  than  twenty  years  have  dehred 
it.— Ac  the  eriaion  of  Waftirgton  county,  Pitfourg  was  expeded  to  he  made 
the  feit  of  jaftice  ;  but  It  Was  not  obtained,  though  they  deiery ed  it:— They 
have  advanced  their  claims  to  the  different  houics  of  alieniidy,  and  though, 
difregarded  by  a  fiience  more  cruel  than  I'-fufal,  they  have  continued  to  pe¬ 
tition.  There  are  feveral  petitions  hgned  by  a  great  number  of  freemen  and 
denizens  of  that  country,  praying  for  its  eftatdiihment,  and  not  one  againft  it. 
When  the  bill  is  palled,  the  county  will  be  furni!hsd  alfo  with  an  encrealed 
market — -d.  delire  particularly  Hated  in  one  of  the  petitions — From  whicn,  and 
all  thefe  reasons,  will  appear  clear  the  expediency  of  paJing  this  bill  in  the 
prefent  feifion.  *  • 

Its  moH  violent  oppofers  can  only  fay,  that  it  is  premature;  for  It  will 
he  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  it  mufl:  be  i'eparated  at  fome  future  day  ;  it  may 
he  urged,  that  i:  is  not  fuffiviently  populous  ;  bu",  Sir,  it  is  confidered,  perhaps, 
the  mol!  conliderable  town  next  to  Philadelphia,  in  the  government.  This 
bill  is  calculated  to  ferve  their  convenience,  and  why  oppofe  >  why  bring  a 
contemptible  opinion  upon  the  jurifprudence  of  PenriTyl vania,  as  will  be  the 
cafe,  if  perfons  going  th  rough  that  country,  fo  full  of  inhabitants,  cannot  find 
redrefs  Immediately  ?  I  (ay,  the  only  reafbn  that  can  be  pretended  againft  the 
meafure,  is,  that  it  is  premature.  It  is  not  ailedged,  to  be  contrary  to  the 
tiniverfal  defire  of  the  inhabitants,  or  that  they  are  unwilling  to  bear  the  ex- 
pence.  They  know  what  bed  fuits  themfelves ,  and  it  Is  a  principle  in  all 
good  governments  to  make  the  lav/s  as  far  agreeaiile  to  the  gerferal  voice,  a» 
can  be  effedled  without  injuftice.  Injuflice  cannot  be  pleaded  in  this  cafe  ;  ic 
irrjures  none  ;  nobody  but  defires  It.  If  this  bill  does  not  pafs  now,  another 
will  be  applied  for  to  another  houfe,  and  this  rather,  will  be  thewafte  of  rimi 
the  member  from  Cumberland  complains  of ;  inllead  of  faving  money  by  diK 
fering,  It  is  the  moft  certain  way  of  loling  it. 

'  The  gentleman  had  objedled  that  there  would  not  be  tit^e  to  determine  the 
boundary  lines;  but  the  boundaries  are  not  fo  long  but  what  that  may  be  ea- 
Irly  elFedled.  He  fays  it  is  too  lace  to  let  the  people  know  where  they  are  t^ 
their  officers  at  the  enfuing  eleaion.  An  objedliori  made  d  uriag  the  laffc. 
feffion  was,  that  it  was  then  too  early  to  pafs  the  bill,  and  that  it  was  beft  tc* 
let  it  go  out  for  the  Confideration  of  the  people  iii  that  County  :  now  it  is  faid 
to  be  too  late,  and  therefore  we  cannot  determine  to  make  a  new  county  r 
ixow  this  looks  like  a  covered  defign,  it  does  not  ffiew  fair— the  bill  Is  not^tc^ 
be  palled  ;  be  it  prevented  which  way  it  will — fucK  pradlice  does  not  confiit 
with  the  fenfe  and  candour  of  a  leg  flature,  however  it  may  with  Individuals, 
t  therefore  hope  that  every  gencleman  who  fees  its  expediency  and  neceffity 
will  forward  the  bill  and  give  it  their  fapport, 

Mr.  Fitzftmmons.  This  is  one  of  thofe  cafes,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  tend  to  cm- 
barrafs  the  Houfe  more  than  the  ordinary  bufinefs  of  legiilation,  on  account 
of  its  local  nature.  I  muH  acknowledge  myfeif  totally  ignorant  of  the  htu- 
aflon  of  that  country,  but  the  gentlemen  who  agreed  to  bring  in  the  bill,  i 
prefume,  were  fatisfied  that  the  prayer  of  the 'petition  on  which  the  a<T  is 
founded,  was  proper,  and  defervsd  in  juHice  to  be  granted.  It  was  not  fair  iri 

the  member  to  advance  ais  a  reafon  againft  the  bill  that  petitions  had  been 
<  Q  prefented 
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prefente'd  againftlt,  when  it  do4s  not  appear  that  there  is  that  oppofitio« 
c  ot  er  petitions  only  pointed  out  a  different  divifion,  but  by  no  means  de-  ' 

^  county  improper  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  folicit  it. 
e  o  jedl  of  the  Houfe  muff  now  be  to  obtain  information  of  the  fituation  of 
Pittfburgh.  There  was  a  member  from  there  of  whom  he 
^  peaedmuch,  as  being  well  acquainted,  and  as  a  gentleman  of  candour. 

members  alio  who  are  able  to  throw  additional  light  on  the 
luDjeCu  -I  hen  le^  thefe  gentlemen  (fate  to  the  Houfe  what  will  be  the  moft 
proper  ivi  ion.  At  the  fame  time  I  would  ob'ferve,  that  the  propriety  of 
credfing  any  county  muft  be  firft  eftablifhed }  if  this  is  not  fatisfaftorily  proved 
cn  the  prefent  occafion,  the  Houfe  could  not  go  into  it  ;  but  if  it  is,  and  we 

fareW^we^r^fll'^  convenience  of  the  inhabitants, 

7  7  .  the  bill.  It  13  well  known  to  every  member  of  the  Houfe, 

that  If  It  isfufferedto  lie  over  to  the  next  feffion,  it  will  be  a  lofs  of  time 

an  erne  ex-pence.  This  is  not,  therefore,  proper,  unlefs  gentlemen  fhe\v 
good  reaions  to  prove  the  neceflity  of  it. 

The  member  from  Cumberland  had  objeaed  that  there  is  not  time  ;  yet, 
r6m  w  at  cs  been  reprelented,  the  people  are  prepared,  and  expea  this 
mealure;  if  fo,  that  can  be  no  reafonable  objeaion.  With  refpea  to  the 
expence  to  the  ftate,  pray  what  will  it  be  ?  It  will  add  a  new  member  to  the 
council  ;  the  expence  of  that  is  but  trifling,  when  doing  it  will  adminifter  con- 
■^nience  not  only  to  the  people  of  that  place,  but  of  the  government  at  large. 
Though  I  acknowledge  myfelf  ignorant  of  the  country  from  aaual  obferva- 
tion,  yet  I  have  heard  with  fatisfaaion,  that  its  capital,  Fittlburg,  is  con- 
fiderable  in  extent,  pofTefles  a  great  number  of  inhabitants,  and  is,  moreover, 
from  the  advantages  it  enjoys  from  nature,  likely  to  increafe,  and  become  a 
place  of  confequence.  The  great  convenience  in  having  the  courts  of  juflice 
held  in  this  place,  already  the  port  vifited  by  all  whofe  bufinefs  leads  them 
to  the  WefternCeuntry  is  very  apparent.  When  a  perfon  flies  fromjuftice, 
or  from  his  creditors, Pittsfburgh  being  made  the  feat  ofjudicature,  will  enable 
tne  injured  more  etflly  to  apprehend  the  guilty  before  he  embarks  on  thofe 
waters.  By  this  means  the  property  may  be  recovered,  and  the  good  citizens 
benefited.  If  a  court  of  juflice  is  neceffary,  I  have  heard  of  no  place  in 
that  country  better  for  this  purpofe  than  Pittfburgh.  With  refpedl  to  the 
cxpence  of  the  new  county  in  ereiSfing  a  new  court-houfe  and  prifon,  I  be- 
lieye  that  is  no  objection  :  for  if  I  underfland  it  right,  there  are  convenient 
buildings  to  be  had  fuflicient  for  the  prefent,  without  much  expence  ;  indeed, 
if  there  are  no  other  or  ftronger  reafons  againfl;  this  meafure,  I  /hall  be  for 
palling  the  bill. 

Mr,  Wright.  I  think  this  law  unnecefTary,  and  that  it  is  fo,  will  appear, 
i^we  compare  the  ntimbers  of  people  contained  in  the  new  county  with  our 
exifling  laws.  By  the  conflitution  it  is  declared,  that  every  county  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  fliall  have  a  reprefentative  in  the  fupreme  executive  council,  and  ia 
this  Houfe.  By  the  law  pafTed  by  the  laft  Houfe,  the  quota  of  reprefentation  was 
fixed  at  one  thoufand  taxables.  Now,  tve  are  to  confifler  if  the  new  county 
will  have  fo  great  a  number.  The  line  which  runs  through  Wafhington,  takes 
in  about  two  hundred,  may  be  a  few  more.  Thofe  of  Weftmoreland  do  not 
exceed  three  hundred  at  moft  ;  fo  that  fiom  both  thefe  counties,  Weflmore- 
land  and  Wafhington,  they  do  not  take  above  five  hundred,  tir  not  fix  hundred 
taxables  i  therefore  thete  is  no  occafion  for  a  new  county  \  and  if  there 
were,  then,  by  the  exifling  law,  they  are  not  entitle^i  to  a  reprefentative  i 
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4lnd  If  not  entitled  to  a  reprefentatlve,  they  are  not  entitled  to  a  new  county  ; 
becaufe  every  new  county  muft  be  reprefented,  as  the  conftitution  fees  forth. 

It  will  likewife  be  v/rong  in  its  confeqacnces,  for  if  the  bill  is  founded  on  a 
rotten  foundation,  it  is  iinpoffible  to  fay  the  iupcrftru<5ture  fhall  notfall.  It  Is 
probable  the  new  county  will  be  faddled  with  a  great  addliional  expence,  and 
they  taxed  already  more  than  they  are  able  to  bear.  There  will  be  a  lure  ex¬ 
pence  upon  the  ftate,  attending  this  new  county,  both  in  afifembly  a^d  council  ^ 
bccaufe  both  the  other  counties  will  retain  their  prefent  number  of  reprefen- 
tatives  >  therefore,  fure  the  additional  expence  will  fall  upon  the  ftate.  But 
I  likewife  think  it  will  be  hurtful  to  the  people  who  requeft  it.  Will  five 
hundred  people  be  able  to  fupport  the  expence,  efpecially  if  we  confider  the 
law  laying  out  a  town  on  the  Allegany  river  and  the  Onio  ?  this,  I  fay ,  clea)  1/ 
(hews  that  the  prefumption  is,  that  it  is  to  be  the  county  town,  and  the  people 
will  all  have  to  crofs  the  river  to  attend  the  courts,  or  rent  houfes  on  this 
fide  for  that  purpofe.  Now  we  all  know  what  the  conlequence  of  renting 
houfes  for  gaols  is  ;  though  they  be  good  houfes  they  don’t  do  for  gaols, 
and  there  will  be  efcapes,  and  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  It  is  my  opinion, 
that  the  people  will  alfo  be  at  much  greater  expence  :  there  is  croffing  th  e  two 
ferries ;  but  the  county  town  and  gaol  is  to  be  on  the  weft  fide,  and  there  is 
»ot  a  foul  to  commit  unlefs  it  is  the  hears  i  for  there  is  not  a  foul  lives  on 
thatfideof  the  river  Ohio. 

Upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  that  the  bulinefs  is  premature  ;  that  it  can 
anfwer  no  good  purpofe  either  to  the  ftat^  or  to  the  people  who  afk  it,  1  am 
rather  againft  themeafure  than  for  it. 

Mr.  M^Do^ell  repeated  many  of  the  arguments  already  detailed  againft  the 
meafure  ;  explained  what  he  took  to  be  the  number  of  the  inhabiltncs  included 
within  the  lines  :  namely,  fixty  or  feventy  from  Robinfon  townfhip  ;  eqe  hun- 
ilred  and  twenty  from  Peters’s  >  and  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  from 
Dickenfon’s,  in  addition  to  thofe  from  Weftmoreland.  He  would  fay  nothing 
on  the  propriety  or  impropriety,  becaufe  he  was  not  affedled,  and  becaurfe  the 
at  body  of  Waftiington  was  not  affeded.  The  member  from  Weftmoreland 

had  been  wrong  in  alledging  it  was  oppofed. 

Mr.  Brackenridge  rofe  and  explained  the  expreftions  he  had  made  ufe  of, 
and  faid  he  only  alluded  to  the  converfation  he  had  with  the  members.  1  hey 
were  of  opinion,  that  there  was  not  time  for  the  bill  to  be  properly  confideved, 
and  he  proceeded.— This  objedlion  I  knew  there  might  be  weight  in.  and  I  am 
always  willing  to  condudl  in  any  point,  in  which  I  may  be  concerned,  with 
fairnefs  and  candour,  not  advancing  rapidly,  and  taking  the  people  by  furprizc, 
as  it  were.  I  did  not  bring  forward  the  bill,  and  at  the  fame  time  fuppofe  it 
never  would  pafs.— I  did  not  fay,  I  waited  on  that  gentleman  on  this  luyedt, 
but  I  waited  and  fpoke  with  others— Some  of  them  gave  this  as  their  opinion, 
that  it  was  beft  to  let  it  go  out,  until  the  laft  feffions  for  the  fulleft  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  people  ;  I  fay  there  was  weight  in  this,  and  when  the  weight  ofc 
an  argument  is  againft  me,  I  never  wifti  to  employ  fubtilty  or  chicane, to  avoi 
or  defeat  it. — But  there  appears  no  real  weight  or  reafon  in  afferting  we  ave 
not  time  now,  becaufe  the  people  can  and  will  have  the  information. 

Mr.  Findley. — -It  is  is  probable,  that  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  are  not  ge¬ 
nerally  acquainted  with  the  particular  fituation  of  that  country,  and  perhaps  ic 
is  juft  that  Gentlemen  who  are,  fhould  give  information  on  this  head,  that  can 
bs  depended  on,  rather  than  introduce  any  thing  elfe.  The  divifion  of  coun¬ 
ties  being  a  bufinefs  that  interefts  the  whole  people  of  Pennfylvania,  their  re- 
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preicntatives  will,  therefore,  confider  it  upon  the  general  fCals,  rather  thaa 
as  a  II  a. ter  to  accirpmodaie  ihe  convenier.ee  of  individuals.— With  this  view  I 
inle,  m  oroer  to  give  the  Houle  wh;  t  information  I  tn  anle  on  this  head.— 
i.at,  perhaps,  u  may  not  be  arnifs,  Sir,  to  fay  fornething  with  refpedf  to  the 
heginrnng  and  pio^rels  of  this  bufine's.— The  firft  ftep  that  I  know  of, 
was  taken  in  the  year  one  thouland  feven  hundred  and  eif^hty-flve,  when  a  pe- 
tition  camc  forward  to  the  Legiila.ure.  %ned  by  a  conhderable  number  of  the 
mhaoitants;  perhaps  the  num:  er  raight  amount  to  aooutfix  hundred  :  I  am  not 
cerLcin,  out  I  tnintc  it  was  thcreaoouts  ;  it  is  proba  de  that  two  thirds  of  thefe 
v/eie  witbin  tae  boundaries  laid  down  in  this  lav/,  as  it  v/as  certain  that  many  of 
toe  iuinenbers  were  ai  the  extremity  of  \Veamf  reJand.-There  was  an  order 
taken  on  ic  I  remember,  and  a  motion,  that  Illioald  be  on  the  committee. 

nis  reco  Ov.caurc  I  llaied  to  the  Houle,  there  v;as  an  impropriety  in 
placing  me  on  the  committee  .  as  I,  was  i  nterefhed  in  the  event.-It  lay  in  that 
fia'.e  for  lome  nme,  untn  a  petition  car,  e  furvyarcl  from  a  few  people  there.  I  do 
Tiot  mean,  cy  laying  that  it  ca.ne  from  a  few,  to  infer  it  was  not  of  weight,  be- 
caule  i  uehe'  e  r  Ipoke  the  mipds  of  the  people  atleaft  about  Pictfburgh.  I  fay,  I 
nor  blanie^  them  for  a^emg  adivifmn  of  the  counties,  though  rhev  vv-ere  but  a 
few.  in  tbis  ntuatiou  the  houfe  found  it,  and  took  it  up  nor  on  any  new  petition, 
but  on  information  of  a  member  from  tha:  county.  However,  it  is  now  be^ 
^ore  t  e  hou.^,  and  1  do  not  expeifl-,  that  the  members  in  their  decihon  on  this 
iuljedf.  Will  beguided^bj  any  thing  but  a  defire  to  do  what  is  right,  after  they 
aie  fully  in  formed.— 1  he  committee  who  were  appointed  by  the  houfe,  agreeii 
to  bring  itjjrw’ard,  ^nd  when  this  was  done,  it  was  agreed  not  to  call  uap  un¬ 
til  this  lelhon.f  mention  this,  becaufe  the  gentleman  from  Weftraoreland  ‘{Mr 
Brackenridge)  has  faid  ihc  bill  was  oppofed,  becaufe  it  was  too  Icon  to  be  enl 
adled  i  that  there  might  have  been  private  conveiTatioa  among  the  members  i 
<3o  not  deny,  I  converfed  about  it  mylelf,  and  there  might  alfo  have  been  fome 
altercation,  but  in  ail  that  I  think  there  was  no  harm  done.' 

I  will  juft  remark  now,  Mr  Speaker,  that  if  there  is  no*  other  objeaion  a- 
gainft  adopt-ng  the  bill,  but  that  it  is  to  late,  1  apprehend  that  will  not  be  con- 
iidered  of  any  great  force.  If  it  was  a  large  county  that  was  to  belaid  off, 
then,  no  doubt,  but  it  would  ,  but  I  believe  this  can  be  very  eafiJy  and 
conveniently  notified  both  on  account  of  its  fize  and  the  fmall  number  of  its  in¬ 
habitants. The  new  county  now  propofed,  was  part  of  a  townfnip  of  VVeffmore- 
land  county  ;  on  ereaing  Wafhington,  it  was  divided,  and  it  appears  from  the 
beft  information  1  have  been  able  to  coliea,  that  this  county  is  bounded' 
by  the  fame  lines  as  that  part  of  the  townniip.  The  inhabitants  are 
two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  denizens,  refidents  on  the  place,  befides  a- 
bout  ninety  freemen  who  are  temporary  in  fome  degree  There  are  thofe 

taken  from  other  townHups  to  about  three  hundred,  as  was  obferved  by 
Member  near  him  (Mr.  M’Dowel l).This  is  the  real  fituation  of  that  country, 
its  it  appears  to  me  ;  that  part  from  Wafhington,  1  do  not  pretend  to  be  fo* 
veil  acquainted  with,  but  1  profefs  myfelf  to  know  my  own  ;  that  both  the 
county-towns  of  V/afhington  and  Weflmoreland,  are  at  a  diflance  from  this, 
h  certain  ,  the  one  rwemy-live  miles,  the  other  about  thirty,  or  thirty-fiv<» 
by  ^he  prefent  travelling  road,  as  was  obferved,  but  a  new  road  laying  out,  I 
Jmagine,  will  ihorten  the  diflancc  ;  this,  no  doubt,  is  fome  inconvenience,  but 
there  are  many  other  counties  fubjea  to  the  fame  and  more,  the  extremities 
of  other  counties  are  forty-five  or  fixty  from  the  feat  of  juffice,  who  do  not 
•tompUia,  1  he  part  to  b<5  takga  from  Woilrnorelaad  is  but  4  narrow  firip  that 
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travel  thirty-f.ve  mile?.  'It  is  fo  narrow,  as 'I  ^bf^fved  hsforc,  tti 
contain  only  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  citizens,  reiiding  inhabitants.— f  he 
reparation  will  not  hurt  the  county  of  Weilmoreland,  as  it  takes  off  hut  ^ 
fmall  part.  As  inforrKafion  is  the  objed  of  the  Members,  I  have  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  give  what  I  am  polIelTed  of,  and  1  have  only  to  mention  another  circum- 
ftance,  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  occurred  to  by  every  one.  The  Houfe  nraft 
remember  that  this  dihra  was  a  frontier  during  the  late  war,  and  cohfequently 
very  pootj  and  much  depopulated  ;  It  is  true,  within  thefe  two  years,  the 
country  is  cultivating,  and  the  inhabitants  are  collecting  as  far  as  the  titViidk'^ 
of  the  people  will  fuller  them  to  return  :  but  they  ftill  complain,  and  with 
juftice,  of  the  great  burthen  of  taxes.  Another  queliion  hkev/iie  occurs,  Sir, 
that  rs  the  propriety  of  affixing  a  county-town  at  an  exiremity  of  the  county  » 
though  this  may  have  been  done  on  other  occafions,  it  does  not  appear  a  pre* 
-cedent  which  the  Houfe  ought  to  follow — and  I  know,  that  the  bill  before  us, 
g.oe3  to  accommodate  the  county,  by  laying  that  it  ffiall  be  in  the  town  to  be 
jaid  out  wefl  of  the  river  ;  yet,  as  that  country  is  unfettled,  and  without  in¬ 
habitants,  It  feems  that  it  would  be  unreafonabld  to  drag  the  inhabitants  oVer 
there  on  every  occafion.— -But  there  is  another  reafon,  I  know  it  affe<Sls  out 
tivcumllancea,  and  will  be  a  burthen  upon  the  people.  I  know  slfo,^  that 
•when  I  was  at  home,  the  people  of  the  county  talked  of  peLidontng 
againft  it  j  they  began  to  make  fome  preparations,  but  then  they 
concluded,  that  as  a  county  might  be  cut  off,  they  would  fix  upon  fome  other 
Jine,  and  a  more  convenient  place  for  a  county-town  ;  for  which  purpofe,  pe¬ 
titions  were  circulated  among  them,  and  have  been  received  from  one  thoulafrd 
and  five  hundred,  marking  out  different  boundaries,  and  a  more  convenient 
place  to  form  a  market  for  their  produce.— -They  knew  that  petitioning  for 
this  objeth  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  as  well  as  petitioning  againll  the  bill  noW 
before  us —  becaufe  the  bill  for  Milmont  could  not  originate  and  pafs  m  this 
feffion  i  and  tha»’,  therefore,  the  wh^^le  bufinefs  would  be  referred  together  to 
a  future  legifiature. — They  fay  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  them ‘to  h'ave  a 
county  as  there  Hated,  and  they  fay  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  have  a 
town  where  Milmont  is  to  be  eredfed.  I  think  they  are  right  in  this  vie'W, 
3ir,and  if  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  wiffi  it  there  rather  than  at  Pfflburg;, 
let  them  determine.  Thofe  who  have  petitioned  now  to  be  eresffed  into  a  nev/ 
county,  cannot  be  admitted  y/ith  thofe  at  Pitlburg;  for  the  lines  there  drawU 
find  folicited  for,  are  totally  different,  and  if  the  HoUfe  had  time,  and  v; as  to 
go  into  It,  furely  it  muft  be  made  the  fubjedb  of  another  bill.  Therefore  the 
Tloufe  will  fee  the  neceffity'of  poftponing  the  prelent,  until  the  whole  is  ad- 
jufied  ;  that  there  will  be  fome  time  or  other  a  county-town  at  this'  place', 
and  that  there  will  fome  time  be  a  fufficient  number  of  inhabitants  tb  entitle 
the  new  county  to  a  reprefentation,  1  apprehend  is  true.  The  quellton  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  Is  not,  whether  Pitlburgh  is  a  preper  fituation  }  Or  W’hethcr 
the  lines  of  the  new  county  are  thofe  that  are  beft  ^  But  whether  the 
county  is  in  that  Hate  of  population  or  wealth,  as  to  be  able  and  havfe  a  right 
to  privileges  of  counties  }  and  the  queHion  of  the  propriety  of  eredling  'a 
new  county,  that  does  net  meet  the  general  opinion  either,  as  to  lines  or 
county-town.  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  confider  alfo  the  manner  in  v/hich  it  was 
brought  before  them,  they  will  obferve  there  was  no  petition  prefented  to  the 
Houfe,  and  that  the  proceeding  is  Angular  and  unprecedented  ;  they Will  per¬ 
haps  conclude,  that*  the  people  are  not  ready  for  this  meafura.  I  confider'- 
ed  that  myfelf,  but  they  will  determine  whether  it  is  proper  to  let  the  bill 
iic  over  or  not  i  if  they  think  it  beff  to  let  it  lie  over  tc  another  Houfe,  they 
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^il!  7'  »  »»"'  county,  they 

goint;  to  decide'”^  own  part  I  do  not  fay  what  my  vote  lhall  be  ;  I  am  not 
f  will  add  ^°u  ‘l  “'■gomonts,  either  for  or  againft  the  divifion— but 

ripe  for  a  divi^^'  Ta  county,  think  they  are  not 

of  them  diC'  '■”=  Pcchapsnine  tenths 

I  ftalU;td3r,"'  •  Houfe  information 

-I  mail  not  decide  but  leave  it  to  the  Houfe. 

oft^e  newTouTt^"^^'  i  mean  to  make  fome  general  obfervation  on  the  ereaion 

I^oufe  to  believe  \r  ^""rthcr  arguments,  as  may  induce  the 

^vilh  to  b«  heard  in^,  expedience  an<i  propriety,  but  firft  I  would 

by  him  tha^he  h  7"'  '  r  Walhington.  It  has  been  faid 

Jen  as’ar  Jen  Jle  r  include, fo  many  free- 

roen  as  are  entitled  to  one  reprefentative  in  this  houfe. 

tv  aTmar^d  k"  r'k"?'  !>«  dctermined.-He  may  know,  that  the  new  eouo- 
he’mav  nerhao^  J  r"  i'"  J”’  ""“'"s  a  part  of  four  townfiiips  ;  and 

nerfonfeach  T^“k ''cturn  of  taxables,  tell  what  number  of 

the  new  ^  "n'.^'n®  >.  ^nc  he  cannot  fay  what  part  of  that  number  goes  with 

Zvfea  lr  fnr  7  numbering  its  inhabitants,  can  give  the  houfe 

mud  be  into™?  ‘on  on  t  is  head,  certainly  his  obfervations  upcn  the  number, 

Xd  w  JvT  Jk  '  "f-hut  then  it  may  be 

If  •  ’  t  ianguage  of  affertion  >  I  anfwer  for  him 

JrafJreJn  n“  ‘'nggeft  arguments  in  oppofition  to  every 

™unr  Tr“%‘°  ■n'crefts.-He  cannot  like  the  difmcmbering  his  owl 
county,  and  therefore  mail  afl  againft  it  with  fuch  reafons  as  he  can  find.- 

In  ^  operates  with  him,  to  ftate  the  numbers  lower  than  they  are 

eftimated  by  me-and  It  will  be  impofllble  for  the  Houfe  to  know  with  iccn- 

t  Jr  de'I^' J  ‘  '  ‘'"‘i  this  muft  aitove- 

liela,  &c  ®  'i"cs,  from  the  Ohio  to  Mononga- 

again  repeated  by  Mr,  Brackenridge,  and 

popuJTXtf  JT  among  others,  that  the  moft 

Werin^L  ,k  ^  townftips  were  taken  into  the  new  county,  being  thofe 

Xjb  “hc  ““‘“^"‘““cnts  which  the  Indians  had  been  unable  to 

^lUurD. — He  went  on.  j 

a,uIerons°*L“'",k  r  and  the  fettlers  in  its  neighbourhood  are 

bJ  w  irhVj  T  *  ‘"/’"“■"f^'ces  I  am  induced  to  believe,  that  the  nnm- 
hiind  d  J  ““  w^'cl'  a  reprefentative  depends.  Five 

fhan  X?k  T'd  r  '■“PP''"  a  member  i  more 

the  tX  Weftmoreland  to  fend  three  members  1 

ijfe  of  WeV  are  three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-fix  ; 

thofe  of  Weftmoreland  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and  nine  i  on  which  ac- 

erXX^'k^‘°"  ■'eptefentatives  i  but  if  the  new  county  is 

be  fo  r  ’’''““'c  the  fracftioDable  number  of  taxables  mav 

V  e  w  1  rll”J  P«y  *ven  the  propofed  bonnda'- 

when  we  J  1  them  to  a  reprefentation.  But 

"hen  we  come  to  that  claufe  of  the  bill,  we  may  extend  them  fo  as  to  be  po- 

JunV  “““i'cr  1  but  itwill  befaid.  we  cannot  extend  the 

boundaries. - - — ^Will  it  be  faid  we  cann-hf  ti  u  j  *  h 

hecaufp  Jt  ,  -ii  u  ^  t-annnt  extend  ihe  boundaries  > 

vZZ7  •  a  new  county,  of  which  the  people  have 

rbe,TT“-  ‘'as  been  hinted  by  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  t 

tueufore,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  ftate  to  the  Houfe  tie  progrefs  of  this  bufi- 

nefs. 
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nefs,  at  lea 0:  on  this  point,  and  dlfcufs  the  queftlon  by  whom,  and  for  \Vhat 
were  thefe  boundaries  propofed.  When  I  had  determined  to  bring  it  forward, 

I  conlulted  with  the  members  from  WaOiington,  and  found  they  were  not  op- 
pofed  to  the  eredion  of  a  new  county  »  but  were  rather  fufpicious  that  we 
ihould  come  too  far  within  their  limits. — Well,  gentlemen,  we  will  not  con¬ 
tend  with  you  i  make  the  boundaries  fi£>‘zv  agreeable  to  yourfelves,  and  let  the 
bill  go  forward,  when  the  people  may  (hew  their  opinion  by  further  petition¬ 
ing  Co  the  next  feilions  ;  and  if  alteration  is  necelTary,  it  can  be  made.- - 

We  were  wiling  to  report  fuch  boundaries  as  are  not  too  extenfive,  leaving  ic 
to  the  people  to  determine,  how  far  the  mcafure  was  agreeable  to  them' — buc 
it  never  was  fuggelled,  that  it  would  be  improper  afterward  to  extend  the 
boundaries,  nor  could  the  gentlemen  referve  this,  as  argument  to  defeat  the 
bill,  becaufe  the  great  objed  of  publication  is  to  know  whether  the  lines  are 
fufficient  to  accommodate  the  people  who  prayed  for  the  divilion,  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  their  fentiments  thereon. — Does  any  gentleman  think  the  variation  of  a 
line  muft  occafion  a  new  bill  } — certainly  not.  I  never  knew  an  inftance  in 
ereding  a  new  county,  but  what  fomc  alterations  took  place,  from  the  bill  as 
publifhed.  There  are  two  reafons  for  publKhing  fuch  bills  i  firft,  to  know  if 
it  is  agreeable  and  proper  to  ered  fuch  county,  and  fecondly,  to  know  if  the 
lines  give  general  fatisfadion.  It  wdll  be  faid,  that  undoubtedly  fmall  varia¬ 
tions  may  be  proper,  but  great  and  material  alterations  may  not.— Great  and 
material  alterations  are  not  necelfary  for  the  purpofe  of  removing  any  doubc 
the  houfe  may  have  of  the  number  of  taxables. — Here  we  have  a  permanent 
foundation  for  id'pporting  one,  nay  two  reprefentatives  on  this  floor- — Peti¬ 
tions  in  my  hand  from  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  fremen,  wifliing  to  be  in- 
#luded  within  the  boundaries  of  the  new  county.— I  can  fay  with  great  confi¬ 
dence,  they  wilh  to  be  included,  becaufe  they  have  conftantly,  formerly,  and 
lately  fignified  their  willies  and  anxiety  for  this  meafure,  and  the  member 
from  Weflmoreland  acknowledges  it  mud  take  place  now  or  hereafter.  It  will 
come  under  your  confideratfon,  whether  it  is  admifllble  to  take  in  that  number, 
and  if  admiffible  every  argument  founded  on  the  weaknefs  of  the  county  va- 
nilbes  In  air.  If  it  is  not  admiflible  to  take  in  the  whole,  then  the  Hoafe  will 
determine  how  far  to  extend  the  boujadaries,  fo  as  to  fatisfy  thofe  objedliocs. 
But  I  confider  the  debate  not  in  Its  proper  place,  until  the  claufes  come  befoi*e 
us.  When  it  is  determined  to  take  up  the  bill,  it  will  b«  fliewn,  that  withou'c 
extenfion,  the  new  county  will  be  entitled  to  a  fitting  member,  and  with  ex- 
tenfion  to  perhaps  two.  The  Houfe  will  clearly  difeern  the  advantage  it  will 
be  of  CO  the  date,  by  the  advarifement  of  judice,  the  accommodation  and  con-- 
venience  of  a  large  body  of  the  people  refident  there,  and  others  through  the 
date  ;  the  progrefs  of  a  town  highly  ferviceablc  in  peace  or  war,  and  this 
without  injury  or  inconvenience  to  any.  I  therefore  fee  a  proprietjf  in  taking 
up  the  bill,  and  it  is  advifeable  on  the  great  principle  of  public  good. 

Mr.  FJannekeny  it  is  believed,  oppofed  the  bill,  *nd  accufed  fome  of  the  pe¬ 
titioners  of  having  figned  aounter-petitions  ;  but  he  delivered  himfelf  in  fo  low 
and  indidin6l  a  cone,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  omit  detailing  his  fpeech,  unlefs  th^ 
puhiidier  choofes  to  run  the  hazard  of  midjiteing  him,  which  he  means  care¬ 
fully  to  avoid  on  every  occafion. 

Mr.  JVhitehilL  The  Houfe  will  determine  if  any  argument  has  yet  beea 
offered  fufficient  to  prove  the  neceffity  of  this  meafure.  If  the  neceffity  is 
•nly  the  convenience  of  the  people,  ic  operates  no  further  than  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Pittfijurg.  It  is  tj>at  th»  p^opU  of  that  ttvya  wifh  it »  but  is 

it 
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jt  to  b^’expefled  that  every  little  town  is  to  be  eredled  into  a  county  tOM'n  ? 
for  the  lame  reafon  every  town  in  Lancaller  county,  every  tov/n  in  the  fiate, 
tnight  be. made  feats  cf  j.uaice  ;  but.  is  it  fnppofed  juft  to  oblige  the  greater 
tiumber  of  pe  pie  to  come  to  them?  or  is  it  not  right  that  they  fhould*  walk, 
to  inch  part-  as  is.moft  convenient  to  ail  ?  If  the  courts  of  julfice  were  at  a 
jg- ea.  diftance  from  tnera,  and  they  were  unatde  to  attend,  there  might  be 
Idme  reaio'n  far  dividing  the  county.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe,  they  are  but 
t\v err.'‘y -ft VG  miles  from,  the  county  town.  It  has  been  obferved  by  one  gentle- 
map',  and  it-  war.  well  obferved,  that  this  bulinefs  w'as  began  by  a  member  of 
the  Houfe-,  and  did  not  originate  wicli  the  people  ;  therefore  it  is  not  the  wifh  of 
the  people  at  large;  The  convenience  of  the  people  ought  to  he  confidered  in 
every  reafonable  cafe  ;  but  it  will  be  confidered  now  that  we  are  going  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  greater-  burden  for  their  Convenience.  We  are  fure  we  are  goin'^ 
to  burden  them  aduaMy  by  the  expence  it  puts  them  to  ;  and  as  for  the  con¬ 
venience,  it  is  but  mere  fuppofition.  I-t  is  clearly  feen  too,  that  if  we  agree 
in  rhic  bill,  that  the  county  mu'ft  be  changed  ;  becaufe  we  fee  there  is  a  defire 
in  the  people  lo  have  either  boundaides,  and  another  mere  convenient  place  for 
the  feat  cf  juftke.  Can  we  bind  them  to  a  place  they  don’t  like?  Is  this  fair? 
No.  Surely  then,  the  Houfe  will  not  come  into  it.  If  what  w-e  do  at  prefent, 
is  to  be  oppofed,  and  altered,  why  will  we  do  it?  It  has  been  obferved,  that 
the  feat  of  juftice.  for  Wafhington  county  is  but  twenty-five  miles  From  Pittf- 
burgh  t  now,  if- the  line  runs  near  that  county  town,  it  will  have  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  becaufc  the  greater  part  of  the  county  will  lay  more  remote  on  the 
ether  fide.  Again,  it  is  clearly  feen,  that  if  we  take  up  the  bill  in  this  prema¬ 
ture  ftate,  we  d.  n’t  knew  where  to  fix  the  feat  of  juftice  in  that  county,  and 
will  w'C  fix  it  to  be  rer.  oved,  wljien  we  fee  the  iil  clFedls  and  difficulty  of  re¬ 
moving  county  cowtv=  ?  It  is  not  neceflfary  that  we  fhould  be  in  fuch  a  hurry 
as  to  hurt  the  people  ,  this  confiderarion  is  of  great  weight  with  me,  and  I 
fiope  with  the  Houfe  »  becaufe  we  have  feen  counties  thrown  into  great  dif- 
order  and  ferment  by  rt  moving  feats  of  juftice.  We  ought  to  take  great  pains 
in  making  them  fuit  the  conveniencccf  the  people  at  large,  and  not  to  have 
complaining  hereafter  of  an  injury  done  them  by  this  Houfe; 

But  the  inconvenience  the  people  about  Pittfburg  fuiTer  is  not  fo  great  ak 
many  other  of  the  counties  ;  they  are  bdt  twenty-five  or  thirty- miles  from  the 
Teat  of  juftice;  when  in  other  cc  unties  you  find  them  obliged  to  travel  fifty  or 
fixty  miles,  as  in  Bedford,  end  before  the  divifion  cf  Lancafter,  eighty. 
'Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cumber!,  nd  go  fixty  miles  to  the  courts  ;  to  be  fure 
they  are  complaining,  but  is  that  a  realon  we  fhould  eredV  them  into  a  new 
county,  and  fo  put  them  to  the  certain  expence  of  erecting  coiirthoUfes  and 
o-aols.  If  it  was  in  our  power  to  oblige  them  without  petitioning  for  it, 
ought  we'-to  do  it  ?  No,  we  ought  not;  It  is  faid  it  will  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  people  at  Pittfburg  to  have  a  feat  of  juftice  there  ;  no  doubt,  and  fo  it 
it  will  \  but  mirft  the  intereft  of  the  public  at  large  in  that  county  be  facrificed 
to  accommodate  a  few  individuals  in  that  town.  As  to  the  declaration  that  it 
would  increafe  the  value  of  the  public  lands,  this  ought  not  to  be  attended  to  ; 
h  is  not  necefiary  to  increafe  an  advantage  to  the  ftate  while  it  does  an  jniury 
in  a  greater  degree.  It  may,  perhaps,  raife  the  price  of  them,  but  it  will 
be  a  very  fmall  fum,  not  fufficient-  to  have  weight  enough  on  the  minds  of  the 
members  to  make  them  pal's  this  bill,  becaufe  of  the  injury  it  will  do. 

‘  The  gentleman  coreeeded  ‘he  point,  that  it  was  premature.  (He  was  called 
to  ordefby  Mr.  Brackc’firid^^,  vrub-  denred  having  coaceeded  any  lueh- thing 
•  ■  i’-© 
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he  fald,  that  the  onJ,y  argument  its  oppofers  could-fuggefl,,  was  that  it  was 
premature.)  Mr.  Whitehill  went  on  ;  I  underftood  he  had  conceeded  it,  par¬ 
ticularly  becaufe  his  arguments  lead  to  fuch  conclufion ;  but  I  think  it  is  pre- 
rnature,  becaufe  the  people  judge  another  place  for  the  feat  of  juftice  proper,^ 
and  defire  other  lines.  It  has  alfo  been  Qbferve.d.,  th.at  foraepf-the  petitioners, 
have  figned  on  both  Cdes ;  perhaps  they  have  changed  their  fentim.ents  fince  the 
firft  application  :  if  fo,  ought , not  the  Houfe  to  gratify  them,  and  to  change 
alfo  or  at  leaf!  until  they  have,  determined,  aud  unite  upon  the  lines  and 
county  , town,  ought  not  we  to  fufpend  our  deci.fi on The  gentleman  fays,  if; 
we  do  not  pafs  the  bill  in  this  form,  we  may  In,  another;  that  fuch  a  bilL. 
might  pafs,  .is.  perhaps  true,  but  It  cannot  be  done  in  this  feffion.  When  th^ 
people  are  ripe  for  a  divilion,  and  are  able  to  eredf  a  gaol  and  courthoufe,  it. 
will  then  be  time  enough  ;  they  will  then  perhaps  agree  upon  the  raeafi^re 
but  we  pught  not  to  compel  them,  to  take  up  the  burden  now,  but  to  publilh  at 
bill  from  time  to  time  until  they  were  unanimous  in  the  raeafure. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Brackenridge )  has  faid,  that  it  had  been  argued,  that 
it  was  too  foon  to  pafs  this  bill  at  the  former  feffions,  and  that  now  I  argue  ic 
is  too  late  ;.both  of  thefe  pofitions.are  true  :  it  was  too  foon  at  the  former  fefp 
Eons,  becaufe  the  conljitutipn  requires  the  publication  of  bills,  and  forbids.^ 
them  to  be  enafted  in  the  fame  fefiion  in  which  they  are  firft  taken  up  ;  and 
In  the  prefent  feffion  it  is  top  late,  for  the  lines  cannot  be  determined.  Wc 
do  not  know  where  they  will  run,  and  the  inhabitants  cannot  know  where  to 
g@  to  ele£l  their  officers.  1  think  this  ought  to  be  well  thought  of;  for  an 
unjuft  of  difproportioned  reprefcntation  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of.  the 
people.  ■  . 

We  know  the  conftltution  takes  bare,  that  the  counties  have  an  adequate 
and  equal  reprefentation,  and  we  know  that  a  ratio  was  fettled  for  this  the 
lafl  year,  but  we  do  not  know  that  the  number  of  Inhabitants  will  entitle  ifc 
to  one  reprefentative.  The  member,  owns,  that  we  do  not  know,  that  we 
cannot  know,  whether  there  is  enough  :  therefore  he  acknowledges  that  we 
muft  be  at  a  ftand  to  tell  whether  they  ougiat  to  have  any  or  no  ;  and  we  can¬ 
not,  until  this  is  afcertained,  proceed  further.  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  con-, 
fider  this  ferioufly,  and  then  no  doubt  they  will  do  right. 

The  bill  propofes,  that  a  houfe  fhould  be  rented  for  a  gaol,  until  they  are^ 
abje  to  build  one.  Don’t  we  know  that  a  gaol  ought  to  be  ftrong  to  confine 
criminals  and  debtors,  and  are  we  to  allow  them  to  occupy  a  place  that  can* 
not  retain  them  ?  Is  the  country  to  be  over-run  with  thieves,  criminals,  and 
murderers,  becaufe  they  are  not  able  to  keep  them  confined.  This  is  ffiew- 
ing  alfo  that  the  propofed  county  is  unable  to  bear  the  expence;  becaufe  if 
they  were  able,  they  would  build  ;  therefore,  until  they  are  able,  do  not  add 
this  burden  upon.  them.  .  ,  , 

The  gentleman  has  obferved,  that  It  cannot  be  determined  how  many  inha- 
bitanfs  it  will  contain  .;  and  then  he  fays,  they  are  upwards  oP  five  hundred,, 
and  yet  he  concecds  the  ppint,  that  he  cannot  determine,  after  he  has  deter- 
nained.  He  has  calculated  this  nurnber,  and  then  he  thinks  it  fufficient  to 
entitle  them  to  a  rnember  ;  but  I  think  npthing  Icfs  than  one  thoufand  tax- 
ables  can  enititje  any  county  to  a  member ;  for  that  was  the  ratio,  and  it  was 
only  agreed  to  allow  another  for  any  fractional  number  exceeding  five 
hundred.  Now,  why  Ihould  we  hurry  ouifelves  into  this  bufinefs  precipi¬ 
tately  ?  As  for  the  alTertion,  that  he  will  give  the  people '  timely  notice, 

^  H  this 
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this  only  proves  that  the  county  is  fmall,  and  their  numbers  ,too  fmall,  chV 
there  could  not  be  time. 

The  next  thing  he  obferyes,  is,  that  we  can  undoubtedly  extend  the  boun¬ 
daries  at  leaft  for  a  fmall  diftance  ;  but  we  cannot  do  that.  If  we  can  extend 
the  boundaries  one  mile,  we  can  ten  :  now  can  we  fatisfy  ourfelves,  that  this 
IS  not  a  breach  of  the  great  leading  principle  of  the  Conftitution,  that  bills 
Ihall  be  publilhed  for  confideration,  and  afterward  wholly  changed  fo  as  to  de¬ 
ceive  the  people ;  the  alteration  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  Houfe,  and  we 
have  no  right  to  exercife  fuch  power.  He  obferves,  the  people  have  pe¬ 
titioned,  but  what  for  ?  a  very  different  thing  from  v/hat  he  fays,  and  as  they 
are  not  prepared.foy  the  bufinefs,  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  not  take  it  up.  The 
member  concludes  it  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  th'b  town,  but  I  cannot  conclude 
it  will  be  any  to  the  country  ;  therefore  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  give  the  people 
time  to  look  about  them,  and  let  them  have  a  divifion  when  one  is  neccifary, 
that  may  be  full  and  fair,  and  give  general  fatisfadlion., 

Mr.  Brackenridge,  The  gentleman,  Sir,  has  miftated  two  faas.  He  fays,  I 
determine  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  yet  fay  it  is  impoffible  to  do  fo.  No, 
Sir,  I  fay  until  the  boundaries  are  adfuaily  afeertained  by  real  lines,  the  exadb 
number  cannot  be  determined:  but  that  the  Houfe  muff,  in  the  interim,  judge 
from  circumftances,  which  circuraflances  I  /fated,  fuch  as  the  moff  populous 
part  of  the  townfhip  s  going  with  the  new  county.  The  other  was,  that  the 
late  petitions  are  for  and  againfl  the  divifion,  but  this  is  not  fo  :  the  lines,  are 
fn  part  the  fame  that  are  included  in  the  ether.  They  all  wifh  to  be  feparated 
and  to  go  with  the  new  county  :  here  are  at  leaft  fifteen  hundred  for  it, 
and  not  one  againfl  it. 

Mr.  Fitz.ftmmons.  1  was  in  hopes  to  have  heard  the  members  on  this  occafion, 
bating  to  the  Houfe  fuch  information  as  they  poffelfed  on  a  fubjea  fo  local. 
There  is  no  perfon  who  attended  to  the  debate,  but  muft  fee  how  little  has 
been  obtained.  I  expefted  much  from  the  gentleman  from  Weflmoreland* 
knowing  hisufual  talent  to  lay  in  this  way,  but  though  he  profeffes  to  advocate 
neither  the  one  fide  nor  the  other  of  the  prefent  queftion,  yet  I  was  greatly 
difappointed  in  this  expedlatlon.  It  can  be  no  objea  with  me  other  than 
as  the  meafure  is  «onvenient  to  the  public,  whether  the  county  is  divided  or 
not.  But  it  is  the  duty  of  gentlemen,  when  called  upon,  to  give  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  Houfe,  that  they  give  the  befi  in  their  power.  One  of  them  hat 
a/Terted  that  the  different  petitions  are  figned  in  many  inflances  by  the  fame 
perfons.  This  will,  no  doubt,  deflroy  any  influence  their  names  might  have 
upon  this  Houfe.  I  fay  I  did  expedl  more  from  the  gentleman  from  Wefimore- 
land,  who  obferves  it  may  be  neceffary  now,  then  that  it  is  unneceffary,  and 
who  hefitates  In  explaining  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  new  county  as 
propofed  in  the  feveral  petitions,  and  yet  pretends  to  know  their  fend- 
ments  to  a  fradllon  of  even  nine-tenths. 

If  the  gentlemen  who  are  advocates  for  the  bill  will  fhew  a  neceffity,  and 
thofe  who  oppofe  it  fhew  no  greater  injury  it  can  do  than  the  expence  of 
building  a  courthoufe  and  gaol,  the  Houfe  will  fureljj  grant  it,  as  they  are  beff 
able  to  determine  what  they  can  bear.  But  there  was  one  obfervation  made 
by.  the  member  from  Cumberland  that  was  ungenerous.  He  is  afraid  the 
Bate  will  be  over-run  with  the  malefa€Iors  efcaping  from  Pitefburgh.  This 
was  an  undeferving  reproach,  when  it  is  well  known  that  prifoners  have  fre¬ 
quently  been  fent  there  and  kept  with  fafety  when  the  county  gaols 
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have  been  incapable  from  various  caufes  of  fecuring  either  debtors  or 
criminals. 

I  believe  it  Is  only  the  intention  of  the  law  to  make  a  temporary  efiablifn- 
ment  of  the  feat  of  juftice  at  Pltlburg  ;  for  I  would  never  confent  to  fix  it  as 
permanent,  from  where  it  muft  hereafter  be  removed. — I  hope  alfo,  that  the 
members  who  know  of  petitions  being  figned  by  the  fame  perfons,  will  point 
them  out,  that  fo  the  Houfe  may  determine  what  credit  to  give  either. 

Mr.  Findley  could  not  tell  by  whom  they  were  figned,  and 

Mr.  Fltzifimons  called  upon  the  member  w'ho  made  the  remark  :  when 

Mr.  Flannegan  rofe,  and  faid  he  had  been  informed  it  was  the  cafe,  but 
could  not  tell  the  names. 

Mr.  M'Dozvell  had  compared  the  petitions  at  the  table,  and  found  Mr.  De 
Vore  and  John  and  S.  Boyd. 

y\.z.  D .  Clyvier.  Living  at  a  confiderable  dl fiance  from  the  fpot,  which  is 
prayed  to  be  llruck  olP from  Wafliington  and  Weftmoreland,  having  neither 
interefi  nor  land  in  that  country,  1  trufi,  that  in  my  arguments  before  this 
Houle,  if  they  are  not  as  warm  as  of  thole  who  folicited  an  oppofition  to  this 
bill,  ftill,  if  they  have  weight  in  them,  I  am  confident  they  will  be  attended 
to. 

The  member  from  Cumberland  has  roundly  alTerted,  that  the  petition  upon 
v/hich  this  bill  has  originated,  is  to  ferve  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pitlburg 
and  its  vicinity  only.  I  fay  this  obfervation  js  fully  anfwered  by  the  number  of 
the  petitioners,  amounting  to  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred,  both  in  the  part  in¬ 
tended  to  be  firuck  off,  as  well  as  other  places  in  the  county.  I  apprehend 
that  the  number  of  petitioners  though  are  not  fo  much  to  induce  the  Houfe  to 
grant  the  prayer,  as  the  propriety  of  the  objedt,  and  I  fuppofe  the  Houfe  will 
confider  in  this  cafe,  not  only  the  accommodation  it  will  afford  thofe,  but  the 
ftate  at  Urge.  However,  fhould  the  gentleman’s  afifertion,  with  refpeiSi:  to 
the  interefi  of  thofe  petitioning,  be  fixed  to  Pirfburg  and  its  neighbourhood, 
yet  it  can  have  no  weight  if  we  confider,  that  the  divifion  of  counties,  intereft 
not  only  the  individuals  immediately  concerned,  but,  as  I  faid  before,  the  ftalc 
at  large  ;  and  had  any  gentleman,  upon  the  queftion  for  the  divifion  of  Lan- 
cafier  county,  have  endeavoured  to  have  inforced  that  argument  upon  its  dif- 
cuffion  before  the  Houfe,  which  was  really  the  cafe,  that  member  having  a 
different  game  to  play,  would  have  replied  in  the  manner  I  now  do  to  him, 
that  the  interefi  of  individuals  is  to  give  way  to  the  public  good.  For,  faid  he, 
althq’  all  the  members  from  Lancafier  county  are  againft  the  divifion,  we  are 
brought  hither,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  fee  that  the  ftatc  fhould  not  fuffer  to  forward 
the  views  of  a  few  interefted  individuals  i  that  fhould  Lancafier  county  be  di¬ 
vided,  Harrifburg,  or  rather  Lewifburg,  will  be  the  feat  of  juftice,  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  cajole  fome  of  the  weaker  brethren  of  that  houfe,  throw  out  an  idea, 
that  they  might  look  forward  to  fee  that  place  the  feat  of  government  for  Penn- 
fyivanla,  and  that  it  would  open  the  door  to  the  commerce  and  improvement 
of  the  wefiern  countries,  by  having  a  large  town  fixed  upon  the  Sufquehanna. 
However  light  the  gentleman  may  thiak  of  the  public’s  being  ferved  by  the 
fale  of  the  lots  oppofite  to  Pitfburg,  fhould  this  bill  be  adopted,  ftill  it  was 
thought,  and  has  been  faid  by  fome  members  of  the  prefent  houfe,  that  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  feat  of  government  being  removed  to  Harrifburg,  might  be  the 
means  of  felling  the  lots  in  that  town. 

Should  this  bill  take  place,  and  Pitfburg  fixed  as  t*ue  county  town,  as  It  is 
nearly  central j  and  the  fpot  through  which  the  peo’Ue  of  this  ftafe  pafs  into 
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the  weilern  countries  of  the  continent,  it  ought  to  be  legiflatively  encouraged. 
The  feat  of  juflice  of  that  county  being  thirty-five  miles  out  of  the  common 
route,  a  debtor  may  efcape  from  his  creditor  ;  but  fhould  the  county  town  be 
iixed  at  Fort  Piet,  he  may  have  juftice  in  an  eafy  and  expeditious  manner.  Law 
/uits  might  be  carried  on  with  more  eafe  to  the  fuit'ors  >  iurors  more  eafilv 

i  .  j  *• 

procured  ;  juftices  could  be  more  Conftant  in  attending  their  duties  on  the 
bench.,  And  the  people  not  iubjecl '  to’ oppreffive"  mileages,  and  in  fiiort  the 
public  bufinefs  of  the  county  carried  on  with  cheapnefs  and  "difpatch — -and  I 
iay,  the  whole  people  of  Pennfylvania  may  be  at  one  time  or  another  bene¬ 
fited  by  this  meafure.  Such  opinion's  as  he  now  “  advances,  were  not  the 
gentleman’s  dodfrine,  when  the  bill  for  dividing  Lancafier  county  w'as  before 
the  Houfe  j  that  meafure  was‘-coantenanced  and  carried  by  him, ‘  and  I  own 
the  ftate  is  benefited  by  it  ;  the  bill  was  pafifed,  and  Harrilbutg^eredled.  ^  F^r 
'f^rom  rne  to  v./il'h  it  undone  ;  no,  Idng  may  it  continue  to  flo’urilh  and 'profper. 
iBut  this,  it  was  faid.  Sir,  was  not  done  to  accommodate  a  few  people,  thougii 
dome  were  particularly  benefited  by  it.  And  gentlernen  muft  wink  hard  ih- 
<leed,  that  could'not  fee  themannerin  which  that  biifinefs  was  carried'oii, 
certainly-  wrth  much  more  facility  and  more  intrigue,  than  generally  engage 
the  members  of  any  Houfe,  in  cbjedts  of  a  national  concern.  God  forbid  th^t 
the  mammon  of  unrighteoufnefs  fhould  havebeenthe  motive  of  any 'gentleman 
of  that  Houfe ;  I  fliudder  at  the  thought.  ’  ■  .  *  ‘ 

It  has  been  faid  by  the  gentleman,  that  fonie  of  the  inhabitants  of  Laneaficr 
county  were  obliged  before  the  divifion  to  attend  at  the  diftance  of  eighty 
miles  ;  that  was  one  reafon  why  Dauphin  county  was  cut  from  bne  end  o'f 
Tancafier-i  this  was  a  fpecious  argumdn’t  indeed  :  but  thofe  people  “at  the  up¬ 
per  end,  were 'feldom  called  to  ferve  on  juries  ;  they  were  generally  poor*, 
and  their  lands  of  barren  quality  5  but  furely  to  place  the  County  town  upon 
the  margin  of  a  river,  and  oh  one  of  its  lines,  and  to"  carry  the  great  bulk 
I  mean,  of  the  wealthy  inhabitants  of  Hidleburg  and  Tulpehock'en, 
bounding  on  the‘  borders  of  Berks,  to  that  extremity  for  jufilce,  Thould  be 
thought  rather  inconvenient  :  however,  this  took  place  upon  the  divifion  of 
iancafler. — None  of  thefe  incbnveniences  arife  from  the  divifion  here  propo¬ 
sed,  but  all,  and  more  than  tHe  advantages  'arlfirig  from  that,  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  prefent  :  yei,  'for  fome  Tecret  ‘f'eafon,  it  muft  be  oppofed. 
If  we  can  find  no  reafons  advanced,  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the  oppofi- 
ttoh  of  gentlemen  muft  arife  from  thofe  that  enforce  it,  imagining  it  muft  turn 
the  majority  of  the  members  of -Weftmdfeland  county  to  another  complexion. 

Farther,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  been  objeded,  and  the  gentleman  attempts 
to  fmile  at  the  idea  of  renting  a  houfe  for  the  accdmrnbdatidn  of  the  public  at 
large,  and  tranfadling  fts  public  bufinefs,  and  a  place  of  fecui  ify  forits  prifoners. 
J  will  give  the  gentl'eman  a  little  anecdote  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  which 
■he  has  the  honour  of  reprefenting.— On  its  being  ft  ruck  off  from  Lancafter 
county,  the  firft  court  was  held  at  Shippenfburg,  in  a  fmall  log  houfe,  and 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the la'w  being  ibove  inThe  loft,  told  me  he  could  have 
put  his  hand  through  the  rafters,  and  picked  olF  the  wigs  of  their  honors,.,  the 
judges,  whilft  on  the  bench,  and  in  the  adrni'niftration'oLjuftiee, — Thatcoun- 
t‘y  has  rapidly  increafed  in  population,  and  improved  in  the  cultivation  of  arts 
and  fciences  ;  it'now'bas  a  college;  it  has  produced  afile  ftatefmen  ;  and  if  I 
Ihould  not  be  thought  to  hazard  an  opinion,  I  may  fay  from  the  fpeech  of  the 
laieriiber  from  CumberJ^^nd  this  day,  an  eloquent  fpeaker  too. — And  fhould 
^  Fort 
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Fort  Pitt  be  equally  encouraged,  and  receive  the  bounties  of  this  houfe.  It  tr.zy 
one  day  furnifh  as  great  men. 

The  gentleman  has  faid,  that  thefe  people  being  thus  poor,  ruin  mufl^ine- 
■vitably  wait  the  granting  a  county,  as  intended  by  the  prelent  bill.  Thefe 
people  are  the  beft  judges  of  their  own  circumtfance-  and  finances  >  this  argu¬ 
ment  was  not  made  ufe  of  on  former  divihons  of  counties,  in  Cne  v/eftern. 
country.  Burglars  and  murderers  have  been  conyicled  at  the  dIrTerent  fests  of 
judice  i  parties  have  been  formed  to  refc'ue  them  from  the  hand  of  juftice, 
and  Fort  Pitt  has  been  the  only  fpot  in  which  with  fafety  they  could  keep 
them. — They  have  been  keptthere,  and  have  fuffered  the  puniflirnent  which 
their  crimes  have  merited. — The  bed  fecurity  for  the  adminidration  of  jui- 
tice,  Mr.  Speaker,  arifes  from  the  faithful  and  true  allegiance  of  the  people. -p 
Thefe  may  Be  depended  on,  when  prifon  v/alis  may  be  broke  :  it  was  in  this 
confidence  of  the  courage  and  fupport  that  the  gentlemen  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Fort  Pitt  would  give,  that  pointed  them  out  is  th"e  faithful  guardians 
of  the  laws  of  that  country  :  certainly,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  merit  is  to  determine  m 
favor  df  men,  indulgences  ought  to  be  extended  to  fhenS,  and  they  not 
laughed  at  on  account  of  their  poverty,  and  their  being  in  fo  wretched  a 
^ifate  of  finance,  as  not  to  be  able  to  make  the  common  provifion  for  the  adm'- 
ijidration  of  judice,  within  their  little,  but  faithful  circle.  ' 

It  has  been  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  oppofition  to  the  prefent  bill  by  the  mem¬ 
ber  from  Cumberland — that  the  gentleman  from  Wedmoreland,  who  eipouies 
it,  cannot  fix  with  precifion  the'ifumber  of  taxables,  or  that  they  ailspunt  to 
one  thoufand,  which  by  the  lafl:  regulation,  entitles  a  county  to  a  fitting 
member.'  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  if*a  fafplus  of  ten  taxables  above  five 
hundred  in  that  county,  gives  a  third  member,  as  was  determined,  mod  cc'r- 
rainly  this'muft  follow.  'FrornWhat  has  been  fbatetl  to  'the  Houfe,  by  a  pe¬ 
tition  figned  by  fifteen  huridred,  praying  for  an  encreafe  of  its  liirnts,  and  ho 
petition  has  been  brought  forward  dppofihg  fuch  extenfion,  and  the  gentle¬ 
man  frorrl  Weftmoreland,  dating  from  his  own  knov/ledge,  that  this  will  etc- 
deed  one  thoufand,  and  no  petition  contradidls  this  datement,  they  are  en¬ 
titled  to  one  member.  This,  I  fay,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  conclufive  trorn  the 
great  pains  made  ufe  of  by  the  member  "from  Cumberland,  by  endeavourihg 
to  eftablifh  this  pofitionj-that  if  the  Houfe  has  a  power,  aifter  the  bill  has  been 
publifhed,  deferibing  the  limits  of  a  county  to  extend  them  one  mile,  you 
rnay  extend  them  ten,  or  you  may  extend  them  one  hundred.  And  further, 
that  no  divifion  of  a  county  fhould  take  placd,  unlefs  its  limits  v;ere  exadliy 
laid  down,  and  traced  with  precifion.  To  thefe  two  points,  I  thus  anfwer, 
rtiould  this  dodlrine  prevail — that  part  of  the  confiltution,  which  orders  bills 
to  be  printed  for  public  corifideration,  would  be  trifling  and  nu'gatory.  Why 
do  you  publilh.  Sir,  but  to  gain  informatibu,  and  how  is  this  gained  I  fay 
regularly  by  petition  for  or  againd  a  meafure.— ^Now  there  a'fe  petitions  from 
fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  on  your  table,  praying  the  extenfion  of  the  bounda¬ 
ries,  and  not  one  to  oppofe  it.  And  further,  alterations  'condantly  take 
place  at  the  third  reading  of  bills  of  this  nature  i  and  we  have  an  In- 
ifance  of  a  return  of  the  commiffiorers  running  out  the  line  of  Dau¬ 
phin  county,  prefented  the  other  day,  although  this  favourife  fpot  of  the 
‘Cumberland  member,  was  druck  off  from  Lancader  county  two  years  finev. 

The  gentleman  has  faid,  that  as  long  as  the  people  in  that  county,  difler 
^in  opinion  about  the  boundaries,  fo  long  fhqll  v/e  fufpehd  the  matter. — -My 
■'Cod, 'Mr.  Speaker,  can  this  be  the  language  of  fhe  'member,  who  carried 
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through  the  bill  for  the  divifion  of  Lancafier,  contrary  to  the  opinions  of  aU 
tie  members  of  that  county,  and  againft  the  petitions  of  feveral  thoufands  of 
its  inhabitants.  1  be  ready  after  this.  Sir,  to  believe  that  the  gentle¬ 
man  has  forgot  that  he  is  a  fenator,  and  has. taken  upon  himfelf  the  profeffion 
ot  the  law.  Forbid  it  juftice,  that  any  gentleman  fhould  fo  fuddenly  alter  hi^ 
opinion,^  but  that  his  diferirainating  eye  difeovered  a  difference  to  fatisfy 
his  conlcience,  but  I  am  coufident  that  member  never  fpeaks  to  deceive. 
However  it  would  be  a  laughable  circurn (lance,  Sir,  to  have  recourfe  to  his 
Fpeech  on  dividing  Lancader  County,  as  taken  in  (hort  hand  by  Mr.  Lloyd, 
^nd  publiflied  in  the  news-papers  :  it  certainly  would  be  a  clear  refutation 
ol  every  argument  he  has  advanced  in  this  day’s  oppofition. 

It  has  been  faid  that  people  have  differed  v/ith  refpe<ff  to  the  boundaries; 
tnat  feveral  of^  them  have  (igned  counter  petitions  >  this  was  inftanced  in  th» 
Jn  the  cafe  of  M.  De  Vore,  and  fome  others.  As  to  M.  De  Vore,  he  a£ls 
like  the  reft  of  the  world,  upon  principles  of  intereft.  Intereft  upholds  the 
World ;  without  it  we  (hould  degenerate  into  a  fet  of  drones.  '  M.  De  Vore’s 
cafe,  I  fuppofe,  ftands  thus  ;  He  (igned  the  petition  for  a  diviftop  of  the  coun- 
ty j  and  that  the  feat  of  juftice  (hould  be  at  Fort-Pitt.  Petitions  have  lately 
circulated  to  form  other  boundaries,  and  fix  the  county  town  at  a  place  called; 
iMilmont ;  this  being  neat  the  habitation  of  M.  De  Vore,  accounts  for  his 
condutff. 

Mr.  Speaker^  I  muft  conclude  with  this  general  obfervation,  that  the.  peo¬ 
ple  of  Fort-Pitt  are  in  as  civilized  a  (late  as  any  in  Pennfylvania  ;  they  pay 
obedience  to  your  laws,  and  they  fupporC  your  government  ;  they  have  fe- 
cured  (late  criminals  at  a  time  when  no  fecurity  could  be  had  in  any  other 
part  of  that  diftant  country ,  for  the  detention  of  their  perfons.  They  live  in 
a  place  remarkable  as  the  great  door  which  opens  to  the  weftern  regions  of 
America  ;  they  are  daily  increafing  in  commerce  and  population.  You  have 
lately  incorporated  at  that  place  an  inftitution  for  the  culture  of  fcience  and 
the  polite  arts.  Do  not  tantalize  them  with  titles  without  fubftantial  benefits, 
but  give  them  that  they  pray  for ;  and  in  doing  that,  you  do  but  mere  juftice, 
and  you  will  receive  the  thanks  of  a  generous  and’ enterprifing  people,  faith- 
iul  to  your  lav/s,  and  firmly  attached  to  the  intereft  of  this  commonwealth. 

'  Mr.  Wj'ight  wiftied  the  members  would  confine  therafelves  to  the  fubjedl  of 
athe  bill  before  them:  he  ftated  the  queftion,  and  went  on  to  give  information 
as  to  the  ftate  of  the  county,  which  differed  but  little  from  that  already  made. 
He  complained  that  the  meafure  would  mangle  and  prejudice  the  qld  counties 
v/ithout  anfwering  any  good  purpofe  ;  that  many  perfons  in  them  would  ftili 
be  liable  to  all  the  inconveniences  it  was  propofed  to  remedy.  He  touched  fe¬ 
veral  other  arguments  already  enforced  by  Mr.  IVhitehilly  and  obje£led  to 
fome  of  yir.  Brackenridge'%  ftatements,  and  concluded  with  williing  the  bill 
might  be  rejedled  altogether. 

Mr.  Brackenridgg  was  apprehenlive  he  had  not  fpoke  fo  audible  or  clear  as 
to  enable  the  member  to  underftand  him,  but  the  ftatement  objedled  to  was 
v/as  not  delivered  in  the  manner  Mr.  Wright  confidered  it. 

Mr.  Findley.  1  thought  1  (hould  not  be  induced  to  rife  again,  but  I  find  I 
have  not  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  give  the  information  I  intended.  Information 
and  not  decifion  was  my  objeci ;  and  fome  members  will  believe  me  when  I 
f-ay,  I  never  decline  giving  what  I  am  capable  of.  As  both  the  gentleman 
from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  from  Berks  county  complain,  that  I  did  not 
anfwer  their  expedlation,  and  think  I  hefitated,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  be  more 
diftin^l.  I  will  juft  mention,  that  the  gentleman  from  Berks  County  did  not 
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pvint.ciit  ^hers  I  hefttafed\  the  gentleman  from  the  city  did,  and  thinks  I 
hefitated,  when  ftating  the  numbers  the  new  fcounty  would  contain ;  but  as 
to^  the  propriety  of  the  Houfe  going  into  the  raeafure,  that  is  matter  of 
opinion,  and  there  I  might  have  hefitated  ;  but  in  the  firfl  I  defigned  to  be 
clear  and  explicit,  and  in  what  I  mentioned,  was  I  not  decidedly  fo  of  the 
number  taken  from  Weftraoreland  ?  I  faid  that  there  the  new  county  was  to 
be  run,  by  the  townlhip  line,  and  would  take  off  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
refidcnc  taxables  ;  there  are  a  proportionate  number  of  other  itinerant  freemen 
perhaps  about  ninety.  Was  not  this  decided  enough  ?  andl  do  not  remember  any 
other  ua  I  could  be  fuppofed  to  hefitate  at.  It  is  very  well  known,  that 
the  legidature  never  created  a  new  county  unlefs  it  was  entitled  to  a  member 
from  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  When  Fayette  was  laid  off,  it  was  fun- 
pofed  to  be  entitled  to  three,  it  now  has  two.  So  Walhington  and  Dauphim 
were  entitled  to  feveral,  and  the  counties  are  both  large.  There  was  an  ob- 
ftrvation  made  by  the  member  from  Weftmoreland,  that  it  was  cuftomary  to 
alter  the  lines  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill.  This  I  do  not  remember 
to  haAv^  been  the  cafe.  I  believe  the  lines  of  Wafnington  County  ftand  as  they 
did  when  the  W1  was  publilhed.  Fayette  was  fo,  though  it  had  been  impro-, 

La  V  neceffary  to  make  a  new  law  to  cor- 

reet.it;  but  as  there  can  be  no  motion  made  yet  for  extending  the  lines,  it  is 

unneceffary  to  fay  much  about  it.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  fa^,  that  a  legiflatLe 

be  diffeient  from  others,  or  reafons  that  did  not  exift  then  muft  exi/now 
A  great  deal  has  been  faid  about  laying  off  Dauphin  County,  which  I  fhall 
pafs  over  with  only  obferving,  that  many  of  its  inhabitants  had  to  travel  fe 
e^y  milestotheleatof  juftiee  ;  no  fuch  difficulty  is  pretended  here. 

The  neceffity  of  erefting  a  county  muft  be  known  by  the  Houfe  but  how 
far  pettfons  are  to  weigh  with  them,  they  will  judge  °  but  pe  A"! 
from  a  fmall  town,  however  meritorious  i-for  I  mull  admit  with  the  Genf 
tlemcn  from  Berks,  that  Pitfburg  is  deferving  of  all  his  commendation  and 
every  encouragement— but  after  all  they  are  hut  ^  k  j  on  and 

much  are  they  out  numbered  by’  the  'nr:  p"  itfon^T'  won'ld  wl'^re 

fheyL  there  are^o  Jr'’;'etire:.s“w'h:  Tfirr^r^rv^^ 

they  will  determine  whether  it  is  proper  to  ereft  the  prefenrAvTlh 

Horr^l  rr  I  ^ght  not  be  thought  trnHurceThe 

Houfe  I  only  Hate  fails,  and  do  not  declare  how  I  will  vote-branfr that 

:  if  there  are  any  other  fad's 

TherVharr"  r  ’'”7’  '  ">  them 

^titled  to  a  Mesn^rr^VrieeTnT 

Houfe  to  decide  brtf  he  Power  of  the 

was  a  doubt.  ’  *^S'<lature  ever  allowed  one,  where  there 

I  will  only  mention  to  the  HmiO.  4.1. 

the  late  petitions,  are  not  all  included  in  thfbm  I  7'“''"^'''  '777'* 

ther  in  this  affair  than  the  Member 77  7  '  ^  ‘''‘"‘'^‘’od  ei- 

county.  advocates  the  granting  them  a  new 

pet77i^'lftsTue!' s1r°t?a7thelf^^^^  i'n7''°?"  7 

the  origin  of  raanufa^iuring  petitions.  ^  coiner,  nence 

.Petitions^ 
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retitions,  I  fay,, Mr.  Speaker,  are  eafily  formed.  At  the,  beginning  of 
tbeie  troubles,  a  Gentleman  informed  me  he  belonged  to  a  figning  com¬ 
mittee.— A  ligning  committee — pray.  Sir,  what  do  you  mean  by  luch  com¬ 
mittee  ?  To  which  he  anfwered,  being  well  fupplied  w,ith,  pen,  ink  and 
paper,  he  figned  the  names  of  fome  thoufands,  to  fhew  the  opinions  of 
the  peopfe  s  at  that  time,  our  caufe  was  weak  ;  we  had  neither  men,  arms, 
nor  ammunition  ;  our  numbers,  were  few,  and  hence  this  pious<^fraad  was 
warranted.  I  hope,  Sir,  as  good  an  account  rnay  be  giveri  oJf  the  petitions, 
for  dignifying  with' the  feat  of  Juflice  the  Milmont  fpot. 

“My  objedf  in  Tupporung  the  bill  is  to  accommodate  the  people  ;  and  if, 
the  laying  out  a  new  bounty,  will  effedf  this,  it  furely  deferves  the  fupport 
of  this  Houfe,  as  well  as,  the  mealure  to  remove  the  feat  of  government  to 
Karrifburg,  as  was  atternpted  by  the  Gentiemen  in  oppofition.— As  for  the 
Gentleman  who  declares  hirnfelf  undecided,  and  declines  informing  the  Houfe 
how  he  intends  to  vote,  I  wiil  obferve,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  although  he  for¬ 
bears  to  tell  us  his  opinion,  yet  like  a  vyife  and  wary  Judge,  in  giving  his 
charge  to  the  Jury'  though  he  fums  up  the  arguments  with  fairnefs  and  can¬ 
dour  "on  both  fides,  yet  an  intelligent  man  will  ea,fiiy  fee  to  which  his  ho¬ 
nor  inclines. — So,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  1  will  venture  to  prophecy  the  part  the 
Gentleman' will  adf  ;  he  will,'!"  am  pretty  fure,  vote  againft,  the  bill — 
but  1  fubmit  to  him,  hovv  he  will  reconcile  his  conduct  to  his  condituents  ; 
though  I  arm  confident  he  ‘  will  juftify  h.imfelf  to  his  confcience — how  far 
his  beina  intbreded  in  this'  event,"  ought  to  weigh  with  the  Houfe,  I  will  - 

leave  them  to  dejet:mine'.  •  ,  ,  , 

'  Mr.  F/W/ep-.— That  the  Houfe  very  well  know  the  eafe  with  which  peti-. 
tic'ris  arc  obtained,  I  agree  vyith  the  Gentleman  from  Berks — and  though  I 
am  not  deciderl,  yet  I  may  be  inclined  to  one  fide;  and  I  told  the  Houfe,  I 
arm  intereffed,  1  do  not  deny  it,,  but  this  will  not  operate  upon  the  fadls 
1  llated.  As  for  driinions,.  the  Members  will  have  their  own,  and  I  have 


• .  ‘  1 T '  • 

mine  ;  every  one  will 

judge  for  therm 

felves,  a_nd  do  what  appears  juft. 

..t.‘ 

The  quedion  was 

now  put  on  taking  the  bill  up  by 

paragraphs,  w 

tl;b '  Yeas,  and  N ays 

were  as  follow  : 

YEAS. 

JviefTrs.  FItzfim'mons. 

H’iltzeirner. 

Robinfon. 

Wyakoop, 

Chapman. 

Upp. 

Moore. 

Wheeler. 

Raldon. 

Evans. 

Thomas. 

Willing. 

Lowry. 

Hubley. 

Carpenter- 

Rofs. 

M'Conaghy. 

Schmyfcr. 

M‘Lellan. 

Lilley. 

D.  ClymcV. 
Wheeler.' 

Cannon. 

Brackenridge. 

Moore. 

N  A 

Y  S. 

McfTrs.  Gray. 

Logan. 

Foulke. 

(^emfon. 

V/hitehill. 

Kennedy. 

Mitchel. 

G.  Heifter. 

Kreemcr. 

Heider. 

Davis. 

Trexler. 

Malwhorter. 

Burkhalter. 

Brown. 

Piper. 

Powell. 

Antis. 

Dale. 

Findley. 

Barr. 

Wright. 

M’Dowell. 

Flennakcn. 

Allifon. 

Phillips. 

Gillchrift. 

Smith. 

1 1  t  ; 

M‘'Calmont. 

Carfon. 

4djournd3. 

Riffe. 

tlar!^,  ■ 

Miley, 

f 
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n  '*  Saturday,  September  15,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment.  ' 

^  Mr.  Hiibley  preiented  a  petition  from  above  feventy  inhabitants  of  Lebanon,' 
Cocalico,  and  Heidleburg  townildps,  praying  the  Houfe  to  confirm  the  county 
line,  dividing  LancaRer  and  Dauphin,  as  run  by  MeRTrs.  Galbraith  and  Cun¬ 
ningham,  by  an  order  of  court. 

Mr.  Wkitebill  prefented  another^  praying  a  diviflon  of  Northumberland 
County.  ^  . 

Alfo  one  from  Fifijing  Creek,  praying  the  Houfe  to  difmifs  the  bill  for  the 
removal  of  the  feat  of  juRice  from  Sundbury. 

Mr.  Bro-ji'n  prefented  one  from  above  one  hundred  inhabitants  of  North¬ 
ampton,  praying  an  alteration  of  the  place  in  their  Third  DiRricR  for  holding 
annual  elections. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  bill  for  enabling  Jofeph  Vande- 
gfifc  and  Jofeph  Baldwin  to  ere6l  and  maintain  a  iloating  bridge  acrofs  Nelha- 
meny  Creek,  was  taken  up  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  oppofed  taking  it  up  by  paragraphs,  becaufe  it  would  be  in¬ 
jurious  to  Mr.  Befonet,  who  had  two  years  ago  built  a  permanent  one  under 
the  patronage  of  the  legifiature,  within  half  a  quarter  of  a  rnile  of  Vande- 
grift’s  ferry.  MelTrs.  Vandegrift  and  Baldwin  had  at  that  time^been  defired  by 
Meffrs.  Befonet  and  Johnfon  to  be  concerned  in  ereCting  this  brid  m  at  the 
place  where  they  keep  the  ferry,  but  had  declined  ;  but  when  the  other  was' 
ere<5led,  they  came  forward  to  the  leglflature  to  be  granted  a  like  favour  : 
that  body  knowing  it  would  injure  the  gentlemen  who  had  juli  completed  an 
arduous  undertaking  of  great  public  utility,  declined  taking  any  notice  of  the 
application;  and  as  Befonet’s  bridge  might,  by  the  law  under  which  it  was 
built,  become  a  free  bridge,  when  the  public  pleafe  to  purchafe  it  at  a  nrice 
to  be  determined  by  arbitration  between  the  parries,  they  were  of  opinion, 
that  until  that  time  no  other  fKould  be  erefled  to  interfere'  with  it;  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  permanent  bridge  had  alfo  done  forae  good  to  the  public,  as  it  had 
reduced  the  price  of  ferryage  from  two  Rilllings  and  fix  pence,  to  one  Ihillinc- 
an'd  fix  pence,  ,  .  . 

The  petitions  at  various  times  prefented  to  tlie  legislature  v/ere  all  read  re¬ 
lative  to  this  bufinefs,  and  Mr.  Will  informed  the  members,  of  the  principles 
upon  which  the  comrdittee  of  the  laR  Houfe  acledin  refufing  Mr.  Vandegrift’s 
application. 

Mr.  Wynkoop  long  time  the  Nelhameny  ferry  had  been  kept  by 

the  forefathers  of  MelTrs.  Vandegrift  and  Baldwin  under  a  folemn  law  of  the 
land,  and  thought  the  bill  now  under  confideration  could  not  do  a  greater  in- 
jury  to  Mr.  Belonet  than  the  bill  for  eredling  a  permanent  bridge  had  done  to 
them.  Indeed  he  was  of  opinion  it  put  them  fairly  on  a  footing,  and  he 
thought  it  might  be  produdfive  of  an  emulation  w'hich  would  benefit  the  pub~ 
lie,  and  no  preference  would  be  given  but  to  him  who  kept  the  bridge  in  the 
leR  order.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  taken  up, 

Mr.  Fitzfimmons  was  not  intereRed  in  this  bufinefs  no  farther  than  is  an  in¬ 
dividual  who  rnight  travel  that  road  : ^be  was  not  folicitous  about  It,  but  he 
was  confident  the  houfe  would  decide  upon  good  grounds.  He  thought  ufc”  ■ 
ful  improvements  worthy  of  the  particular  patronage  of  the  legiflature,  and* 
permanent  bridges  were  extremely  ufeful  ;  and  thofe  who  hazard  their  money 
in  fuch  Rruaures  ought  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  reimburfc  themfelves  in  a 
moderate  manner,  He  faw  no  real  necelfity  for  t\yo  bridges  acrofs  this  river, 
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jfo  near  one  another  ;  he  obferved  a  difference  v/lth  refpedl  to  th-e  di fiance  they 
were  afunder,  hated  in  the  petitions  ;  but  though  he  could  not  tell  which  was 
right,  he  remembered  they  were  within  fight  of  each  other.  The  general 
complaint  againll  Mr.  Vandegrift’s  ferry  was,  that  the  price  of  ferryage  was 
too  high,  as  high  as  that  for  croffing  the  Delaware.  He  did  not  find  that  the 
eredlion  of  the  bridge  has  done  any  injury  to  the  public  in  reducing  that  from 
two  fnillings  and  fix  pence,  to  one  (hilling  and  fix  pence  ;  nor  was  it  taking  any 
privilege  from  Ml r.  Vundegnfe,  while  he  vyas  at  libeity  to  continue  his  feny. 
The  Houfe  would  no  doubt  lee  the  111  coniequences  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
bridge  if  they  fuffered  the  other  to  be  eredled  i  and  as  he  wifhed  juflice  to  be 
done,  he  thought  it  beft  not  to  allovy  another  until  the  puolic  was  able  to  in- 
demnifv  Mr.  Befonet  for  his  expence  and  trouble. 

Mr.  Wynkesp  ftated,  that  the  gentlemen  had  built  the  floating  bridge,  and 
Tinlefs  a  law  pafied  to  entitle  them  to  continue  it,  fome  iil  confequences 
would  arife  i  for  as  Nefhameny  Creek  was  by  law  a  public  highway,  they 
had  been  indided  before  the  court  of  Buck’s  County  for  a  nuifance  ;  but  the 
caufe  had  refled  two  or  three  courts  awaiting  the  determination  of  this  Houfe. 

Dr.  Legan  warned  the  legiflature  of  eflablifhing  monopolies  ;  this  bridge  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  fuch,  becaufe  it  gave  a  fuperiority  to  one  party  over  the  other— 
the  more  bridges  the  better  the  traveller  would  be  accommodated.  Hs 
wifhed  they  were  eredled  over  every  place  where  they  could  be  admitted,  and 
therefore  he  was  for  the  prefent  bill. 

Mr.  Fitzjimmons  detefled  monopolies  as  much  as  that  member  or  any  other, 
but  could  not  conceive  for  what  reafon  this  was  called  one.  Did  it  preclude 
any  perfon  from  croffing  Nefhameny  in  what  manner  they  pleafed  ?  To  be 
fure  a  permanent  bridge  had  a  decided  fuperiority  over  any  other,  as  well  as  a 
ferry  ;  but  then  had  this  any  of  the  effedts  of  a  monopoly  ?  Are  all  travellers 
compelled  to  pafs  it  ?  No  ;  he  did  not  believe  the  gentleman  had  any  inten¬ 
tion  to  miflead  the  Houfe,  but  he  hoped  they  did  not  confider  it  in  the  light  of 
n  monopoly. 

Mr.  D.  Clynier  contended,  after  the  encouragement  Meffrs.  Befonet  and 
Johnfon  had  received  from  the  legiflature  to  enter  on  this  expenflve  undertak¬ 
ing,  it  would  be  improper  to  fuffer  any  other  to  ruin  them  by  a  competition. 
He  branded  the  condudf  of  Vandegrift  and  Baldwin  as  pufilJanimous  ;  fearful 
of  engaging  in  a  work  of  merit,  when  they  might,  yet  coming  forward  when 
they  find  by  the  dear  bought  experience  of  others,  that  it  may  be  advan¬ 
tageous,  in  order  to  participate  the  emoluments.  He  thought  they  deferved  to 
fuffer  the  penalty  annexed  to  a  breach  of  the  law,  and  any  perfon  might  have 
an  adfion  againfl  them  who  was  impeded  one  minute  in  pafling  that  creek  by 
means  of  their  floating  bridge. 

He  confidered  the  bill  unjufl,  and  fhould  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  Whttehill  agreed  with  the  gentlemen  in  oppeftion  to  the  bill;  and  ca 
the  queflion,  fhall  it  be  taken  up  by  paragraphs  ?  it  was  determined  in  the  ne¬ 
gative  by  a  very  great  majority. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  refumed  the  confideration 
of  the  bill,  entitled  an  adf  to  enable  to  build 

a  new  court  houfe  and  prifon,  in  the  town  of  Northumberland,  and  to  fell 
the  court  houfe  and  prifon  in  the  town  of  Sundbury,  in  the  county  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland. 

Mr.  Findley  thought  this  a  fubjedl  on  which  the  Houfe  itfelf  mull  depend 
altogether  upon  information  for  its  propriety  ;  he  thought  many  of  the  mem¬ 
bers 
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bers  had  not  obtained  this  ;  and  therefore  would  wilh  to  podpone  the  bill,  ef- 
pecially  as  there  was  a  petition  from  Northumberland,  praying  a  divifion  of  the 
county. 

Mr.  Fitz.ftmons  wilhed  the  feats  of  jaftice,  w'hen  fixed,  were  fixed  in  fach  a 
manner  as  to  preclude  all  expeflation  of  a  change.  Indeed  he  wilhed  liability 
to  many  other  public  meafures  ;  nor  until  that  period  arrived,  could  Pennfyl- 
vania  expect  that  credit  and  rank  to  which  Ihe  was  otl^erwife  entitled  i  fuch 
fludluation  affording  neither  fafety  nor  fecurity  to  property.  He  \vas  very 
y/illing  to  poflpone,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  bill. 

Whereupon  it  was  poftponed  almoft  unanimoully. 

Mr.  Brackenridge  moved,  that  the  houfe  refume  the  confideration  of  the 
bill  for  dividing  Walhington  county  into  eledtion  diftridfs  i  which  was  taken 
up  accordingly,  and  he  proceeded  to  fay,  he  had  called  for  this  bill,  becaufe  it 
v/as  on  his  motion  pollponed  when  lall  before  the  houfe.  The  reafons,  the 
Houfe  would  recolledf,  were,  that  it  was  firft  necelTary  to  determine,  whether 
a  new  county  fhould  be  formed  before  they  could  determine  the  eledlion  dif- 
tridts  of  the  old.’ — This  had  been  determined  againlf,  and  he  believed  only  on 
the  principle,  that  it  was  premature.  However,  as  this  was  determined,  it 
became  proper  to  proceed  in  the  other  ;  he  dated,  there  was  time  enough  to 
give  infor  mation  of  this  bill’s  palling  between  now  and  the  eledlion.  The 
people  were  prepared  for  it,  and  the  communication  could  be  made  :  five 
gentlemen  were  about  to  fet  off,  within  a  few  days,  and  by  every  of  whom,  in¬ 
formation,  nay  printed  copies  of  the  law,  may  be  lent.  That  there  ^vas  time 
^o  communicate  the  necelTary  intelligence  might  hence  be  conceived  by  the 
Houfe  i  moreover,  as  the  people  were  prepared  to  vote  by  dillndVs  at  the 
next  eledlion,  having  had  the  law  fo  long  in  their  hands,  nor  to  pafs  it  would 
deceive  and  embarrafs  them. 

Mr.  imagined  it  too  late,  and  therefore  wilhed  the  provlfo  to  be 

added,  which  he  introduced  lad  Saturday,  (afcrlbed  by  midake  in  this  publi- 
ca’^ion  to  Mr.  Wright.) 

Mr.  Findley  fupported  the  provifo  upon  the  fame  principles,  and  from 
his  own  knowledge  of  Wafhington  county  was  fatisfied  it  was  too  remote  i|i 
feveral  points  of  view  to  be  notified. 

Mr.  Brackenridge,  to  be  candid  vyith  the  houfe,  would  date  why  he  con-* 
ceived  the  Wa^ington  and  other  members  to  advocate  the  provifo. — In  truth 
there  were  parties  formed  in  that  part  of  the  date,  and  each  had  perhaps  fome 
ob]e£l  in  view,  either  getting  their  friends  into  the  fherilT’s,  or  to  fome  other 
office,  or  preventing  others  at  the  next  general  eledlion.  Now  it  fo  happens, 
as  to  be  fuppofed,  that  voting  by  didridls  will  enable  one  party  to  outnumber 
another,  for  which  reafon,  though  he  had  indru6tions  from  a  majority  of 
what  is  called  a  convention  in  Wafhington,  to  have  the  prefent  bill  palTed  as  it 
dands,  and  knew  the  fame  had  been  fent  to  the  member  of  that  county,  yet  it 
did  not  accommodate  with  them  to  have  itpafled  in  its  prefent  form. 

Mr.  McDowell  agreed,  that  indruiSlions  from  the  people  were  tranfmitted^ 
but  the  minority  had  diredled  him  to  oppofe  pading  the  law  to  commence  this 
year,  becaufe  they  fuppofe  it  could  not  be  communicated.  There  were  but 
eleven  members  at  the  time  the  quedion  had  been  difculTed,  and  five  had 
thought  it  improper  ;  but  if  he  did  not  think  the  time  too  fhort,  he  would  not 
fay  one  word  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  provifo. 

Mr.  IVhitchtll  was  alfo  fatisfied^  that  it  w'ould  tend  to  breed  confufioD  at  the 

next 
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next  eIe>5lion,  if  they  were  ordered  to  vote  otherwife  than  was  cuI^omary,r 
becaufe  there  was  not  time  to  make  the  people  acquainted. 

Mr.  IVrtght^  when  the  biil  was  before  the  Houfe  laft  Saturday,  would’ 
have  been  glad  to  have  it  pafs  without  the  provifo  ;  but  now  he  was  convinced 
it  W’as  too  late,  and  therefore  fhould  be  for  adding  it. 

Mr.  Flaneken  declared  for  the  provifo'  alfo,  and  upon  the  fame  ground. 

The  queftion  oh  the  provifo  was  called,  and  there  appeared  for  it. 

Ye  aS. 


.  Wyakoop'’. 

Chaprhan. 

M'Lellan. 

WhitehllL 

Kennedy. 

Mitchel. 

G.  HeiHer. 

Kreemer. 

J.  HeiHer. 

Davis. 

D.  Clyraer. 

T  rexler. 

Mawhorter. 

Burkhalter. 

Piper. 

Powell. 

Antis. 

Dale. 

Findley.  . 

Barr. 

W  right. 

M’Dowell. 

I'iennaken. 

Allifon. 

Phillips. 

Clark, 

GillchriH. 

Miley. 

Smith. 

Nay  s. 

M‘Calmont. 

Vs.  Will' 

K 

Hiltzelmer. 

Robinfon. 

Logan. 

Foulke. 

Upp. 

Moore. 

Wheelenf 

RalHon. 

Evans. 

Thomas. 

Willing. 

Lowry. 

Hubley . 

Carpenter. 

Rofs. 

Cl  emfon. 

M‘Conaghy . 

Schmyfer. 

Lilley. 

Cannon. 

Carfoh. 

Brackenridge. 

Moore. 

Riffe. 

6n  motion  ordered  that  TuefJay  be  aiTigned  for  the  third  Reading  of 
the  Bedford  bill,  Wednefday  for  the  one  to  eredt  Yorktown  into  a  bo¬ 
rough,  and  Thurfday  for  one  to  enable  Mr.  "Witmore  to  eredl  a  perma¬ 
nent  bridge  over  Caniftoga  Creek. 

A'djourned. 

Monday,  September  \j.  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuarit  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  Elizabeth  Deckart,  Hating,  that  the  eHate  of  her  late  huf- 
bahd  Hands  charged  with  a  balance  of  about  /.  360,  money  by  him  colledled 
in  taxes  of  Berks  county,  and  praying  the  cercif cates  given  to  him,  for  his  fer-' 
vices,  duiing  the  late  war,  may  be  received  in  payment. 

Petitions  from  divers  inhabitants  of  Sundbury,  remonHrating  againH  the  bill 
for  the  removal  of  the  feat  of  juHice, 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  petition,  refpedling  a  drawbridge  over 
CheHer  creek,  reported,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill,  corjiefpondenf’ 
Vv'ith  the  prayer  of  the  faid  petition. 

The  preceeding  were  all  ordered  to  lie  on  the  fable. 

The  following  letter  was  read  ;  ahd  on  motion,  and  by  fpecial  order,  the 
fame  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Thiladelphicy  Sept.  17,  1787; 

SIR, 

The  Convention  having  decided  on  the  form  of  a  conHitution,  to  be  recom- 
neemded  to  the  confideration  cf  the  Ll'nited  States,  we  take  the  earli  eft  rriomenc 
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to  Cciiitriliilkate  this  important  intell^ence  to  the  alTemoIy  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  of  Pennfylvania,  and  to  requeft  you  would  ^inform  that  honorable 
•Houfe,  that  we  lhall  be  ready  to  report  to  them,  atTuch  time  and  place  as 
they  may  diredl. 

With  refpe£f  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  .  . 

sir,  Your  moft  obedient  and  humble  fervants, 

B. .  Franklin f  Rob.  Morris^ 

Fho.  Miffliny  Jared  IngerfpJ^ 

Geo.  Clymery  Tbo.  Fitz^Rmons-.. 

Cov.  Morriiy  James  TVilfcn. 

The  honorable  the  Speaker  of 
the  Houfe  of  Affembly, 


Whereupon,  oii  motion  of  Mr.  Eitifimons,  that  li  o’clock  to¬ 

morrow  iTiorning  be  afligned  for  reading  the  faid  report. 

Adjourned.  , 

,  Tuesday,  September  i8,  'A.  M.^  .  , 

Petitions  from  Anthony  Baftine,  and  James  Young,  infolvent  debtors  in 
the  gaol  of  this  city,  were  read,  and  referred  to  Mcffieuri  Will,  Robinfoa 
and  Wheeler  j  to  report  thereon! 

The  petition  frorh  the  inhabitants  of  Sunbury,  received  yellerday,,  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  Meffieurs  Fitzfimons,  V/ynkoop,  Whitehill,  Brown  and  Findley. 

Mr,  Riper  and  Mr.  C.  Moore  were  appointed  a  committee  to  introduce  thc’ 
honorable  deputies!  reprefenting  this- ftate  in  the  Federal  convention,  into  the 
affembly  chamber.  , 

The  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  and  the  bill  to  enable  aliens  to  ptwchafe 
and  hold  lands  in  this^ftate,  .was  read.  ,  .  ^  ..  .  .  « 

Mr.  W'hitehill.  I  hope,  Sir,  this  bill  will  not  be  proceeded  in  ;  for  it  ap¬ 
pears  we  are  going  to  extend  to  foreigners  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  I 
think  we  (hould  not  go  haftily  into  fuch  a  meafure.— I  have  alfo  fisen  a  piece 
in  one  of  the  newfpapers,  I  can’t  tell  which,  that  ftates  feme  objedlions.  I 
wifh,  therefore,  Sir,  to  take  more  time,  Jn  otdef  to  have  a  view  of  the  mat¬ 
ter.  It  appears,  Sir,  contrary  to  law!  and  to  the  confticiition.  Are  we  pre¬ 
pared,  Sir,  for  going  to  fet  alide  the  conftitution  altogether  ?  can  we  exceed 
the  limits  it  preferibes  ?  but,  whether  we  can  or  cannot,  I  wilh  a  little  more 
time  to  confider  it  ;  and  therefore  move  that  it  be  pollponed, 

,Mr.  Kennedy  feconded  the  motion.  ,  , 

Mv.  Fitsjimons. — >1  mtift  objedl  to  th(^  poffporiement,  if  that  gentleman’s 
obfervations  are  triie  ;  if  this  bill  can  be  Ihewn  to  be  contrary  to  the  conftitu- 
tlon,  furely  gentlemen  will  fee  a  propriety  in  getting  rid  of  it  immediately.  I 
would  hot.then  be  for  a  poftponement,  but  a  difmiflion. — If  the  gentleman  I? 
ready  to  fhew  Us,,  that  it  is  Contrary  to  the  conftitution,  I  hope  he  will  not  op- 
pofe  taking  it  up  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  If  he  cannot  do  this,  I  apprehend  thes 
Houfe  will  be  as  able  to  confider  the  policy  and  utility  ,of  the  meafure  now„ 
as  any  other  time,  as  they  have  had  their  attention  drawn  to  it  for  a  long  time. 

yix.  JVhitehiU. — I  think  it  right  every  member  (hould  have  time  to  confider 
a  quedion  of  this  importance. —I  fay,  I  faw  a  piece  in  Mr.  Spotfwopd’s  paper 
of  to-day,  that  has  Rated  fome  objedtions  i  ppw  I^want  time  to  compare  foir 
myfeif— and  I  don’t  care  how  foon  it  is  brought  forward  again. 

Mr./).  Clymer  did  not  read  that  paper  in  fearch  of  arguments  ;  but  if  thc 
-member  from  Cumberland,  had  found  fuch  in  it,  he  yyould,beg  ofhim  to  com- 
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municate  them  to  the  Houfe,  by  reading  the  piece  he  alluded  to  for  their  in¬ 
formation. 

Dodor  Logan  did  not  know  that  this  bill  was  contrary  to  the  conflitution  ; 
but  It  is  certainly  contrary  to  the  pradViCe  of  every  government  on  earth,  to 
promote  foreigners  to  the  pofTefUon  of  large  trades  of  lands  within  their  refpec- 
tive  countries.— He  thought  it  a  great  misfortune,  that  fubjedls  of  fuch  high 
magnitude  were  not  better  conlidered.  He  apprehended  this  had  not  been 
properly  attended  to  by  any  means,  either  by  the  legiflaturc  or  citizens  at 
large  ;  and  it  is  a  question  of  luck  importance  in  itfelf,  that  the  houfe  ought, 
before  they  proceeded,  to  have  inftruaions  from  their  conftituents  generally— 
Regarding  it  in  this  view,  he  wifhed  a  pollponement  j  but  would  warn  its 
advocates,  that  if  they  brought  it  forward  on  a  future  day,  that  as  be  was 
averfe  to  it  altogether,  he  Ihould  oppofe  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  abilities; 
therefore  they  fhould  come  prepared. 

Mr.  lVhitehill'%  motion  for  the  poflponement  was  put  and  carried. 

^  The  honorable  delegates  reprefenting  this  ftate  in  the  late  Federal  Conven¬ 
tion  were  introduced  ;  when  his  Excellency  B.  Franklin  addreffedthe  Speaker: 

SIR, 

I  have  the  very  great  fatisfaflion  of  delivering  to  you,  and  to  this  honor¬ 
able  Houfe,  the  refult  of  our  deliberation  in  the  late  convention.  We  hope 
and  believe,  that  the  meafures  recommended  by  that  body,  will  produce  hap¬ 
py  efFe<5ls  to  this  commonwealth,  as  well  as  to  every  other  of  the  United 
States. 

H  is  Excellency  then  prefented  the  Conftitutlon,  agreed  to  in  Convention, 
for  the  government  of  the  United  States,- — which  was  read  as  follows  : 

WE,  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfedl 
union,  eftablifh  juftice,  infure  domeftic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common 
defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  fecure  the  bleffings  of  liberty  to 
ourfelves  and  our  pofterity,  do  ordaia  and  eliablifli  this  conititution  for  the 
United  States  of  America. 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E  1. 

Se5i.  I.  All  leglflative  powers  herein  granted,  fliall  be  veded  in  a  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States,  which  lhall  conhft  of  a  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefenta- 
tives. 

Sed,  2.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  fliall  be  compofed  of  Members 
chofen  every  fecond  year  by  the  people  of  the  feveral  dates,  and  the  Eledlors 
in  each  date  fliall  have  the  qualifications  requifite  for  elecSlers  of  the  mod  nu¬ 
merous  branch  of  the  date  legiflature. 

No  perfon  fliall  be  a  reprefentative,  who  fliall  not  have  attained  to  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years,  and  been  feven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  fliall  not,  when  elecSted,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  date  in  which  he 
fliall  be  chofen. 

Reprefentatives  and  diredt  taxes  fliall  be  apportioned  among  the  feveral 
dates  which  may  be  included  within  this  union,  according  to  their  refpeftive 
numbers,  which  fliall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free 
perfons,  Including  thofe  bound  to  fervice  for  a  term  of  years,  and  exclud¬ 
ing  Indians  not  taxed,  three  fifths  of  all  othe/  perfons.  The  a<Slual  enu¬ 
meration  fliall  be  made  within  three  years  after  the  fird  meeting  of  the 
Congrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every  fubrequent  term  of  ten 

years,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fliall  by  law  direct.  The  number  of  repre- 

fenratives 
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fencatives  fhall  not  exceed  one  for  every  thirty  thoufand,  but  each  ftate  fliall 
have  at  lead  one  reprefentative  ;  and  until  fuch  enumeration  lhall  be  made, 
the  Hate  of  Nevv-Hampfhire  fhall  be  entitled  to  chufe  three,  Maffachufetts- 
eight,  Rhode-Iiland  and  Providence  plantations  one,  Conne<5ticut  five,  New- 
York  fix:,  New^Jerfey  four,  Pennfylvania  eight,  Delaware  one,  Maryland 
"fix,  Virginia  ten,  North-Carolina five,  South-Carolina  five,  and  Georgia  three* 

When  vacancies  happen  in  the  reprefentation  from  any  ftate,  the  executive 
authority  thereof  fhall  iffue  writs  of  eledlion  to  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

The  Houfe  of  reprefentatives  fhall  chufe  their  Speaker  and  other  Offi- 
and  lhall  have  the  foie  power  of  impeachment, 

3.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  compofed  of  two  fe- 
nators  from  each  ftate,  chofen  by  the  legiflature  thereof,  for  fix  -  years  i 
and  each  fenator  fhall  have  one  vote. 

Immediately  after  they  fhall  be  afifembled  in  confequence  of  the  firfl  eledtlon, 
they  fhall  be  divided  as  equally  as  may  be  into  three  clafTes.  The  feats  of 
the  fenators  of  the  firfl:  clafs  fliall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of 
the  fecond  year,  of  the  fecond  clafs  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth 
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year,  and  of  the  third  clafs  at  the  expiration  of  the  fixth  year 
that  one  third  may  be  chofen  every  fecond  year  ;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by 
refignation,  or  otherwife,  during  the  recefs  of  the  legiflature  of  any  ftate, 
the  executive  thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  legiflature,  v;hich  fliall  then  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

No  perfon  fhall  be  a  fenator  who  fnall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of 
thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  fhall 
not,  when  eledled,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  ftate  for  which  he  fhall  bQ 

chofen. 

The  Vice-Prefident  of  the  United  States  fhall  be  Prefident  of  the  fenate  ; 
but  fhall  have  no  vote,  unlefs  they  be  equally  divided, 

The  fenate  lhall  chufe  their  other  officers,  and  alfo  a  Prefident  pro  tempore, 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Vice-Prefident,  or  when  he  lhall  exercife  the  office  of 
Prefident  of  the  United  States.  ’ 

The  fenate  fhall  have  the  foie  power  to  try  all  impeachments.  When  lu¬ 
ting  for  that  purpofe,  they  fhall  be  on  oath  or  affirmation.  When  the  Pre¬ 
fident  of  the  United  States  is  tried,  the  Chief  Juftice  fhall  prefide  :  And 
no  perfon  fhall  be  conviaed  without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the 

Members  prefent.  ,  t  1 

ladgment  in  cafes  of  Impeachments  (hall  not  extend  further  than,  to  remo¬ 
val  from  office,  and  difqualifieation  to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trull 
or  profit  under  the  United  States  !  but  the  party  conviaed  (hall  neverthe- 
lefs  be  liable  and  fubjea  to  indiament,  trial,  judgment  and  punilhment,  ac- 

V  The  times,  places  and  manner  of  holding  eledions  for  fenators 
and  reprefentatives,  ffiall  be  p.refcribed  in  each  ftate  by  the  legiflature  there¬ 
of;  but  the  Congrefs  may  at  any  time  by  law  make  or  alter  fuch  regulations, 

except  as  to  the  places  of  chufing  fenators. 

The  Congrefs  fhall  affemble  at  leaft  once  in  every  year,  and  lucti  meet¬ 
ing  fhail  be  on  the  firfl  Monday  in  December,  unlefs  they  lhall  »y  ap- 

^°Sea  '^s^^Tach  houfe  fhall  be  the  judge  of  the  eleaions,  returns  and  quali¬ 
fications  of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  of  each  fhall  conftitute  a  quorum 
to  do  bufinefs ;  but  a  fmaller  number  inny  adjourn  from  uay  to  day,  and  may 
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be  autlioriled’ to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent  members,  in  fuch  manner,, 
and  under  fuch  penalties  as  each  houre  may  provide. 

Each  hbufe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings,  punilh  its  members 
for  diforderly  behaviour,  and,  with  the  concurrence  bf  two-thirds,  expel  a 
member.  '  '  '■ 

Each  houfe  fhall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time 
publifh  the  fame,  excepting  fuch  parts  as  may  in  their  judgment  require  fer 
crecy  ;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  th'e  members  of  either  houfe  on  any  qaef- 
tion  fhall,  at  the  defire  of  one  fifth  of  thofe  prefent,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
Neither  houfe,  during  the  feffion  of  Congrefs,  fhall,  without  the  confent  of' 
the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that 
3n  which  the  two  houfes  fh^ll  be  fitting.  ' 

Se(£f.  6.  The  fenators  and  reprefentatives  fhall  receive  a  compenfatioa 
for  their  fervives,  to  be  afeertained  by  lawj  and  paid  out  of  the  treafury  of  the 
United  States.  They  fhall  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and  breach  of 
the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arreB  during  their  attendance  at  the  feflion  of 
their  refpedlive  houfes,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  fame  »  and  for 
i^ny  fpeech  or  debate  in  either  houfe,  they  fhall  not  be  queftioned  in  any  other 
place.  •  ,  •  ■  ■  - 

No  fenator  or  reprefentatlve  fhall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  eledl- 
<ed,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,' 
'which  fhall  have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  fliall  have  beeil 
Snereafed  during  fuch  time  ;  and  no  perfon  holding  any  office  under  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  fhall  be  a  member  of  either  houfe,  during  his  continuance  in  office, 
Sedl.  7.  All  bills  for  railing  revenue  fhall  originate  in  the  houfe  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  i  bur  the  fenate  may  propofe  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on 
other  bills. 

Every  bill  which  fhall  have  palled  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  and  the  fe- 
Slate,  fhall,  before  it  become  a  law,  be  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United 
aStates  ;  if  he  approve  he  fhall  fign  it,  but  if  not  he  fhall  return  it,  with  his 
©bjeflions  to  that  houfe  in  which  it  fliall  have  originated,  who  fhall  enter  the 
©bje(5l:ions  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  confider  it.  Tf  after  fuch 
a-e-confide ration  two  thirds  of  that  houfe  ffiall  agree  to  pafs  the  bill,  it  fhall  be 
ient,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  houfe,  by  which  it  fnall  like- 
'wife  be  reconfidered,  and  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  that  houfe,  it  fhall  be¬ 
come  a  law.  But  in  all  fuch  cafes  the  votes  of  both  houfes  fhall  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  and  againfl 
ahe  bill,  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  houfe  refpedlively.  If  any 
1)111  fhall  not  be  returned  by  the  prefident  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)' 
after  it  fhall  have  been  prefented  to  him,  the  fame  fhall  be  a  law,  in  lik^  man¬ 
ner  as  if  he  had  figned  it,  uhlefs  the  Congrefs  by  their  adjournment  prevent 
ats  return,  in  which  cafe  it  fliall  not  be  a  law. 

Every  order,  refolution  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
and  Houfe  of  Reprefentitives  may  be  uecefTary  (except  on  a  queflion  of  ad¬ 
journment)  fhall  be  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  United  States  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  the  fame  fhall  take  effedf,  fhall  be  approved  by  him,  or,  being  difapprov- 
©d  by  him,  fhall  be  re-pafPed  by  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Re¬ 
prefentatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  preferibed  in  the  cafe  of 
a  bill.  • 

'  8.  The  Congrefs  fhall  have  power 

To  lay  and  colledl  taxes,  duties,  imports  and  cxcifes,  to  pay  the  debts,  and 
*  ”  provide 
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|>roviJe  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States  ; 
but  all  duties,  irnpofts  and  excifes  fhall  be  nniform  throughout  the  United 
States  , 

To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States  ;  ‘ 

To  regulate  commerce  v/ith  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  feveral  Hates, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  * 

To  edablilh  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on  the 
fubjedl  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States  ; 

To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the 
Handard  of  weights  and  meafures  i 

To  provide  for  the  punifhment  of  counterfeiting  the  fecurities  and  current 
coin  of  the  United  States  ; 

To  efxablirti  poH  offices  and  port  roads  ; 

To  promote  the  progrefs  of  fcience  and  nfeful  arts,  by  fecuring  for  limited 
times  to  authors  and  inventors  the  exclufive  right  to  their  rerpe<Slivc  writings 
and  difeoveries  ; 

To  conHitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  fupreme  court  ; 

To'define  and  punifh  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high  feas,  and 
offences  againft  the  law  of  nations  ; 

To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal,  and  make  rules  con¬ 
cerning  captures  on  land  and  water  ; 

To  raife  and  fupport  armies,  but  no  appropriation  of  money  to  that  ufe  ffiall 
be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years  »  ‘ 

To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy  ; 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces,; 

To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
fupprefs  infurredfions  and  repel  invafions  ; 

To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  difciplinlng  the  militia,  and  for  go¬ 
verning  fuch  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
State;,  referving  to  the  States  relpedlivcly,  the  appointment  of  the  officers, 
and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  according  to  the  difcipline  preferibed 
by  Congrefs  ;  ■ 

To  exercife  exclufive  legiflation  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  over  fuch  diftridV 
(not  exceeding  ten  miles  fquare)  as  may  by  ceffion  of  particular  States,  and 
the  acceptance  of  Congrefs,  become  the  feat  of  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  exercife  like  authority  over  all  places  purchafed  by  the 
confent  of  the  legiflature  of  the  Hate  in  which  the  fame  fhall  be,  for  the 
eredlion  of  forts,  magazines,  arfenals,  dock-yards  and  other  needful  build¬ 
ings  ;-7-And 

To  make  all  laws  which  ffiiall  be  neceffary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  exe¬ 
cution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  ocher  powers  vefled  by  this  conHitutlon 
In  the  government  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer 
thereof. 

Seif  .  9.  The  migration  or  Importation  of  fuch  perfons  as  any  of  the  Hates 
now  exiHing  ffiall  think  proper  to  admit,  (hall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congrefs 
prior  to  the  yearone  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eight  ;  but  a  tax  or  duty 

may  be  impofed  on  fuch  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 
perfon, 

The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  fhall  not  be  Aifpendcd,  unlefs 
y/hen  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  iavafioii  the  public  fafety  may  rei^uirc  it. 

‘No 
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No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  port  fadfo  law,  fhall  be  pafTed. 

No  capitation,  or  other  diredf,  tax  fhall  be  laid,  unlefs  in  proportion  to  ths 
cenfus  or  enumeration  herein  before  diredled  to  be  taken. 

No  tax  or  duty  fliall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  ftate.  No  prefer¬ 
ence  (Itall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports 
nf  one  Bate  over  thofe  of  another:  nor  flrall  veffeh  bound  to,  or  from,  one 
Bate,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  another. 

No  money  fltall  be  drawn  frorri  the  treafury,  but  in  cenfequence  of  appro¬ 
priations  made  by  law  i  and  a  regular  tlatement  and  account  of  the  receipts  and 
expenditures  of  all  public  money  (ball  be  pablifhed  from  time  to  time. 

No  tide  of  nobility  fliall  be  granted  by  the  United  States:  And  no  perfon 
holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trud  under  them,  (ball,  without  the  conlent  of 
the  Congrefs,  accept  of  any  prefept,  emolument,  office,  or  title,  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  Bate. 

Se£t.  10.  No  Rate  fhall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation  ; 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  ;  coin  money  ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  mak¬ 
ing  any  thing  but  gold  and  filver  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pafs  any  bill  of 
•attainder,  ex  poll  faefo  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contra61:s,  or 
grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

No  Rate  ffiall,  without  the  confent  of  the  Congrefs,  lay  any  impoRs  or  du¬ 
ties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be  abfolutely  neceffiary  for  exe- 
uting  its  infpeiffiion  laws  :  and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties  and  impoRs,  laid  by 
any  Rate  on  imports  or  exports,  Riall  be  for  the  ufe  of  the  treafury  of  the 
ynited  States,  and  all  fuch  laws  fliall  be  fubjedf  to  the  revifiop  and  controul  of 
the  Congrefs.  No  Rate  ffiall,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs,  lay  any  duty, 
of  the  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  ffiips  of  v/ar  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into 
any  agreement  or  compadl  with  another  Rate,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or 
engage  in  war,  unlefs  actually  invaded,  or  In  fuch  imminent  danger  as  will 
7*dmit  of  no  delay. 

JI. 

Se£f.  I.  The  executive  power  ffiall  be  veRed  in  a  prefident  of  the  Unltec^ 
States  of  America.  He  fliall  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  four  years, 
and,  together  with  the  vice-prefident,  chofen  for  the  fame  term,  be  eledted 
as  follows  : 

Each  Rate  ffiall  appoint,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  legiHature  may  diredf,  a 
r.umber  of  eledlors,  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  fenators  and  reprefentatives 
to  which  the  Rate  may  be  entitled  in  the  Congrefs  :  but  no  fenator  or  repre- 
fentative,  or  perfon  holding  any  office  of  truft  or  porfit  under  the  United, 
States,  ffiall  be  appointed  an  eledtor. 

The  eledtors  ffiall  meet  in  their  refpedflve  Rates,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two 
perfons,  of  whom  one  at  leaR  ffiall  not  be  aa  inhabitant  of  the  fame  Rate 
with  themfelves.  And  they  fliall  make  a  liR  of  all  the  perfons  voted  for, 
and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each  ;  which  JiR  they  ffiall  flgn  and  certify, 
and  tranfmit  fealed  to  the  feat  of  government  of  the  United  States,  diredted 
to  the  prefident  of  the  fenatc.  The  prefident  of  the  fenate  ffiall,  in  the  pre-r 
fence  of  the  fenate  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  open-all  the  certificates,  and 
the  votes  ffiall  then  be  counted.  The  perfon  having  the  greateR  number  of 
votes  ffiall  be  the  prefident,  If  fuch  number  he  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
l^er  bf  eledfors  appointed  ;  and  if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  fuch  ma¬ 
jority,  and  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  houfe  of  reprefentativea 
ffiall  immediately  choofe  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  prefldent  i  and  if  no  per- 
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fon  have  a  majority ^  then  from  the  five  higheft  on  the  liil  the  faid  houfelhall 
in  like  manner  choofe  the  prefident.  But  in  choofing  the  prefident,  the 
votes  (hall  be  taken  by  fiates^  the  reprefentation  from  each  fiate  having,  one 
votes  a  quorum  for  this  purpofe  fliall  confifi  of  a  menlber  or  members  from 
t  cvo'thirds  of  the  ftates,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  ftates  fhail  be  neceffary  to  a 
choice.  In  every  cafe,  after  the  choice  of  the  prefident,  the  perfon  having 
the  greatefl  number  of  votes  of  the  eledlors  fhall  be  the  vice'prefident.  But 
if  there  fiiould  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votes,  tne  fenate  fhall 
choofe  from  them  by  ballot  the  vice-prefident. 

The  Congrefs  may  determine  the  time  of  choofing  the  ele£Icrs,  and  the  day 
on  which  they  fhall  give  their  votes;  which  day  fliall  be  the  fame  throughout 
the  United  States. 

No  perfon  except  a  natural  born  citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  conflitution,  fhall  be  eligible  to  the  office 
of  Prefident  ;  neither  fhall  any  perlon  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  fliall  not 
have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a 
refident  within  the  United  States. 

In  cafe  of  the  removal  of  the  prefident  from  office,  or  of  his  death,  refig" 
nation,  or  inability  todifeharge  the  power*  and  duties  of  the  faid  office,  the 
fame  fhall  devolve  on  the  vice-prefident,  and  the  Congrefs  may  by  law  provide 
for  the  cafe  of  removal,  death,  refignation  or  inability,  both  of  the  prefident 
and  vice-prefident,  declaring  what  officer  fhall  then  adt  as  prefident,  and  fuch 
officer  fhall  adl  accordingly,  until  the  difability  be  removed^  or  a  prefident 
fhall  be  eledled. 

The  prefident  fhall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  his  fervices,  a  compenfa- 
tion,  which  fhall  neither  beincreafed  nor  diminifhed  during  the  period  for  which 
he  fhall  have  been  eledled,  and  he  fhall  not  receive  within  that  period  any  other 
emolument  from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them., 

Before  he  enter  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  fnall  take  the  following 
oath  or  affirmation  : 

“  I  do  folemnly  fwear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of 
prefident  of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the  beft  of  my  ability,  prefervcy 
protedi,  and  defend  the  conflitution  of  the  United  States.” 

SedI,  z.  The  prefident  fhall  be  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy 
-of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the  feveral  ftates,  when  called  in¬ 
to  the  adfutl  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  he  may  require  the  opinion,  in 
writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon 
any  fjibjedt  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  refpedlive  offices,  and  he  fhall  have 
'power  Co  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  offences  againft  the  United  States, 
except  in  cafes  of  impeachment. 

He  fhall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  fenate,  to  make 
treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the  fenators  prefent  concur  ;  and  he  fhall  nomi" 
nate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  fenate,  fhall  appoint  ambaf- 
fadors,  other  public  minifters  and  confuls,  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and 
all  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whofe  appointments  are  not  herein 
otherwife  provided  for,  and  which  fhall  b#  eftablifhed  by  law.  But  the  Cou' 
.grefs  may  by  law  veft  the  appointment  of  fuch  inferior  officers,  as  they  think 
proper,  in  the  prefident  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  iu  the  heads  of 
.departments. 

The  prefident  fhall  have  power  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  dur’' 
•ing  the  recefs  of  the  fenate,  by  granting  cummifftoois  which  fhall  expire  at  the 
«ad  of  their  next  feffion. 
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Se£l.  3.  He  fhall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Gongrefs  information  of  the 
Hate  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  confideration  fuch  meafures  as 
he  fhall  judge  necelTiry  and  expedient  ;  he  may,  on  extraordinary  oecafions, 
convene  hoih  Houfes,  or  either  of  them,  and  in  cafe  of  difagreemenc  between 
them,  with  refpedt  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn  them  to  fuch. 
time  as  he  fhall  think  proper  ;  he  fhall  receive  ambaffadors  and  other  public 
miniffers  ;  he  fhall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  exetutcd,*'  and  fhall 
commiffion  all  the  officers  of  the  United  States. 

Sedf.  4.  The  prefidenc,  vice-prefident,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  fhall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  -and  convidlion  of 
treafdn,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 

HI. 

Sea.  I.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  veiled  in  one  fil- 
preme  court,  and  in  fuch  inferior  courts  as  the  Gongrefs  may  from  time  to 
time' ordain  and  eflablifh.  The  judges,  both  of  the  fupreme  and  inferior 
“courts,  ffiall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  and  fhall,  at  Bated 
times,  receive  for  their  fervices,  a  eompenfation,  which  ffiall  not  be  dimlnifhed 
■during  their  continuance  in  office. 

iSedf.  2^  The  judicial  poWer  fhdlLdxtend  to  cafes,  in  law  and  equity,  arifing; 
under  this  conflitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made,  of 
■vvhich  ffiall  be  made,  under  their  authority  ;  to  all  cafes  affealng  ambafTadors; 
other  public  miniflers  and  confuls  ;  to  all  cafbs  of  admiralty  and  maritime  ju- 
i-ifdidllon  ;  to  eontroverfies  to  which  the  United  States- (hall  be  a  party  ;  to 
controveffies  between  two  or  rnore  Bates,  between  a  Bate  and  citizens  of  ano- 
■  ther  Bate,  between  citizens  of  different  Bates/  between  citizens  of  the  fame 
Bate  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  Bates,  and  between  a  ftatej  or 

*  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  Bates,  citizens  or  fubjesSls, 

In  all  cafes  affeding  ambaffadors,  other  public  mini Bers  and  confuls,  and 
thofe  in  which  a  Bate  fhall  be  party,  the  fupreme  court  fliall  have  original  ju- 
rifdidon.  In  all  the  other  cafes  beforemeritioned,  the  fupreme  court  Biall 
have  appellate  jurifdidion,  both  as  to  law  and  fad,  with  fuch  exceptions^ 
and  under  fuch  regulations  as  the  Gongrefs  fhall  make. 

The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment,  fhall  be  by  jury  ? 
and  fuch  trial  ffiall  be  held  in  the  Bate  where  the  faid  Crimes  fhall  have  been 
committed  ;  but  when  rtot  Committed  within  any  Bate,  the  trial  fliall  be  at  fuch 
place  or  places  as  the  Gongrefs  may  by  law  have  difeded. 

Sed.  3.  Treafon  againB  the  United  States,  ffiall  ConfiB  only  in  levying  war 
againB  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
No  perfon  fhall  be  convided  of  treafon,  unlefs  on  the  teBiraony  of  two  wit- 
neffes  to  the  fame  overt  ad,  or  on  cohfeffion  in  open  court. 

The  CoUgrefs  fhall  have  power  to  declare  the  punifhment  of  treafon,  but 
no  attainder  of  treafon  ffiall  Work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture  except 
dat‘ing  the  life  of  the  perfon  attainted. 

IV. 

Sed.  I.  Full  faith  and  credit  ffiall  be  given  In' each  Bate  id  the  public  ads/ 
records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  othef  Bate.  And  the  Gongrefs  may 
by  general  laws  preferibe  the  manner  in  which  fuch  ads,  records,  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  Ihall  be  proved,  and  the  effed  thereof.  , 

Sed.  2.  The  citizens  of  each  Bate  ffiall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 

•  muriities  of  citizens  in  the  feveral  Bates. 

A  perfon  charged  in  any  Bate  with  treafon,  felony,  or  other  crime,  v/ho 
ffi.all  flee  from  juftice,  and  be  found  in  another  Bate,  ffiall,  on  demand  of  the 
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ex«i!tWe  authority  of  the  ftate  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be 

removed  to  the  ftate  having  jurifdiclion  of  the  crime.  ■  . 

No  perfon  held  to  fervice  or  labour  ia  one  ftate,  under  tne  laws  thereof, 
efcaping  into  another,  (hall,  in  confequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein, 
be  difcharged  from  fuch  fervice  or  labour,  but  (hall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  ot 
the  party  to  whom  fuch  fervice  or  laboufraay  be  due.  ,  .  ^ 

Sea  3  New  hates  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congrefsinto  this  Union  ;  but 
no  new  date  (hall  be  forced  or  ereded  within  the  jirrifdiaiori  of  any  other 
date  5  nor  any  ftate  be  formed  by  the  jurifdiaion  of  two  ormore  ftates,  or 
parts  of  ftates,  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflatures  of  the  dates  concerned 

as  well  as  of  the  Congrefs*  ^  ‘  ,  „  jr  i 

The  Congrefs  (hall  have  power  to  difpofe  of  and  make  all  needful  rules. 

and  regulations  refpeaiog  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States, i  and  nothing  in  this  Conftitution  (hall  be  fo  conftrued  as  to  pre- 
ludice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  ftate.  ^  ^ 

^  Sea  4  The  United  States  (hall  guarantee  to  every  ftate  in  this  union  a 
ReVbiican  form  of  government,  and  (hall  piotea  eaph  of  them  againft  inva- 
don  ;  and  on  application  of  the  legillature,  or  of  the  executive  (when  the 
leigflature  cannot  be  convened)  againft  domeftic  violence* 

"V"  o  ■  1  *  '  ’  J  ' 

The  Congrefs  whenever  two-thirds  of  both  houfes  (hall  deem  I-  neceflfary. 

(hall  propofe  amendments  to  this  conftitution,  or,  on  the  application  of  the 

leviflatures  of  two-thirds  of  the  feveral  ftates,  (hall  call  a  convention  for  pro- 
pofing  amendments,  which,  in  either  cafe,  (hall  be  valid  to  all  -  intents  and 
nurnofes  as  part  of  this  conftitution,  when  ratified  by  the  legiflatuies  of  three  1 
fourths  of  the  feveral  ftates,  or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths  thereof,  as 
th-  one  dr  the  other  mode  of  ratification  may  be  propofed  by  the  Congrefs  s 
Provided  that  .no  amendment  which  niay  be  made  prior  to  the  y?ar  one  thou¬ 
sand  rrianneraffea.the^firftand 

llaufes  in  the  ninth  fedion  of  the  firft  article ;  and  that  no  ftate.  witUout  its* 

confent,  (hall  be  deprived  of  Its  equal  fufFrage  in  the  fenate. 

VI.  t  r  • 

All  debts  wntraaedund  engagements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this 

tonftltntion,  (hall  be  as  valid  againft  the  United  States  under  this  Conflitn- 

tion  as  under  the  Confederation.  j 

This  Conftitution.  and.the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  (hall  be  made. 

'  in  purfflance  thereof;  and  all  treaties  made,  or  which  (hall  be  made,  unde^ 
the  authority  of  the.  United  States,  (liall  be  the  fupreme  law  of  the  land  ;  and 
theiudges  in  every  ftate  (hall  be  bound  thereby, ,^any  thing  m  the  Conftitutioa 

or  law'^  of  any  ftate  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

The  fenatoi-s  and  reprefentative^  beforementioned,  and  the 
feveral  ftate  legiflatures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United- 
States  and  of  the  feveral  ftates,  (hall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation,  to  fup- 
port  this  Conftitution;  but  no  religious  teft  fhall  ever  be  require  as  a  qua¬ 
lification  to  any  office  or  public  truft  under  the  United  States. 

The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  ftates,  fhall  be  fuffici^nt  for  the! 
iftablilhment  ef  this  Conftitutioa  between  the  ftates  fo  ratifying  the  fame. 

I  DONE 
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6^  General  Assembly 

DONE  in  Convention,  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  States  m-pf 

United  States  of  Amer  ca  the  twpIfrK  r  v  r  .  '^-l^^naence  ot  the 
unto  fubfcribed  our  name,  " 

GEORGE  - WASHINGTON,  PreCdent, 

And  Deputy  fiom  Virginia. 

^  New-Hampshire. 

yohn  Langdon^ 

Nichclas  Gilmavt, 

Massachu-setts, 

Nathaniel  Gorham^ 

Rujus  King. 

CoNNE  c  T 1 c  u  r. 

IVtlliam  Samuel  Jobtifon, 

Roger  Sherman. 

N  E  W-Y  ORK. 

Alexander  Hamilton. 

New-Jersey. 

JVilliam  Livingjlon* 

David  Brearley^ 

IVilliam  PaterfoHy 
Jonathan  Dayton. 

PenNSYL  VANIA. 

Benjamin  Franklin^ 

Thomas  Miffiin^ 

Robert  Morris^ 

(j eorge  Clymer^ 

^Thomas  Fitz,JlmonSt 
"Jared  Inger folly  ' 

James  FTilfony 
Gouverneur  Morris. 


D  £  L  A  W  ai  R  E  . 

George  Read, 

Gunning  Bedford,  Junior. 
John  Dickinfon, 

Richard  Baffet, 

Jacob  Broom. 

'  Maryland. 

James  M'' Henry ^ 

Daniel  of  St.  F homes  Jenifer, 
Daniel  Carrol. 

V 1  R  G  IN  I  A. 

John  Blair, 

Janies  Madifon,  Junior. 

North-Carolina^ 
fVilliam  Blount, 

Richard  Dobbs  Spaight, 

Hugh  TVilliamfon. 
South-Carol  ina. 

John  Rutledge, 

Charles  Cotes'voorth  Pinckney 
Charles  Pinckney , 

Pierce  Butler. 

Oe  OR  GI  A. 
tVilliam  Few, 

Abraham  Baldwin. 


Atteft,  IVilham  Jackfon,  Secretary. 

In  convention,  Monday,  September  17th,  1787. 

PRESENT, 

he  States  of  New-Hampniire,  MafTachufetts,  Conneaicut,  Mr.  Hamilton 
rom  New-York  New-Jerfey,  Pennfylvaniai  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  North-Carolina,  Sonth-Carolina  and  Georgia 
RESOLVED, 

that  the  preceding  Conflitution  be  laid  before  the  United  States  in 
Conpefa  aflembled,  and  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that  ir 
mould  afterwards  be  fubmitted  to  a  Convention  of  Oelegates,  chofen  in  each 
State  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation  of  its  I.eeiflature 
for  their  affent  and  ratification  t  and  that  each  Convention  aflentin/to  and 

gfeia'affembted  ’ United  States  in’con- 

Refcl-veJ,  Thatft.ia  the  oipinton  of  this  Convention,  that  as  fodn  as'the 
onventions  of  nine  States  (hall  have  ratified  this  Conflitution,  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  affembled  Ihould  fix  a  day  on  which  Eleflors  (iould 
be  appointed  by  the  States  which  fball  hare  ratified  the  fame,  and  a  day 

on  * 
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cn  which  the  Ekvfiors  ihould  aflfemble  to  vote  for  the  Prefident,  and  the 
time  and  place  for  commencing  proceedings  under  this  Conrtitution.  That 
after  fuch  publication  the  Eleftors  flioul^d  be  appointed,  and  the  Senators  and 
Reprefentatives  e’efted  :  That  the  Electors  fhould  meet  en  the  day  fixed 
for  the  Eledtion  of  the  Prefident,  and  fiiould  tranfmit  their  votes  certified, 
jfigned,  fealed  and  diredted,  as  the  Conflitutlon  requires,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  United  States,  in  Congrefs  alTembled,  that  the  Senators  and  Reprefen- 
tatives  Ihould  convene  at  the  time  and  place  alTigned  ;  that  the  Senators 
fhould  appoint  a  Prefident  of  the  Senate,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of  receiving, 
opening  and  counting  the  votes  for  Prefident;  and  that  after  he  fhall  be  chofen, 
the  Congrefs,  together  with  the  Prefident,  fhould,  without  delay,  proceed 
to  execute  this  Confiitution. 

By  the  unanimous  Order  of  the  Convenrion, 

George  Washington,  Prefident, 
TVjlliani  j-ackfen^  Secretary. 

In  convention,  September  17th,  1787. 

SIR, 

WE  have  now  the  honor  to  fubmit  to  the  confider&tion  of  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  afifembled,  that  Confiitution  which  has  appeared  to  us  the 
moft  advifeable. 

The  friends  of  our  country  have  long  feen  and  defined,  that  the  power 
of  making  war,  peace  and  treaties,  that  of  levying  money  and  regulating 
commerce,  and  the  correfpondent,  executive  and  judicial  authorities  fhould 
be  fully  and  effedlually  veiled  in  the  general  government  of  the  union  :  bu^ 
the  impropriety  of  delegating  fuch  extenfive  truft  to  one  body  of  men,  is  evi¬ 
dent — Hence  refults  the  neceffit^  of  a  different  organization.. 

It  is  obvioufly  impracticable  m  the  federal  government  of  thefe  States, 
to  fecure  all  rights  of  independent  fovereignty  to  each,  and  yet  provide  for 
the  Intereft  and  fafety  of  all — Individuals  entering  into  fociety,  mufl;  give  up 
a  fliare  of  liberty  to  preferve  the  rpif.  The  magnitude  of  the  facrifice  mufl: 
depend  as  well  on  fituation  and  circumftance,  as  on  the  objedt  to  be  obtained. 
It  is  at  all  times  difficult  to  draw  with  precifion  the  line  between  tliofe 
rights  which  mufl  be  furrendered,  and  thofe  which  may  be  referved  ;  and  on 
the  prefent  occafion  this  difficulty  was  encreafed  by  a  difference  among  the 
feveral  States  as  to  their  fituation,  extent,  habits,  and  particular  interefts. 

in  all  our  deliberations  on  this  fubjedf  we  kept  fleadily  in  our  view,  that 
which  appears  to  us  the  greateft  interefl  of  every  true  American,  the  confoli- 
'dation  of  oUr  union,  in  which  is  involved  our  profperlty,  felicity,  fa/ety,  per¬ 
haps  our  national  exlflence.  This  important  confideration,  ferioufly  and 
deeply  impreffed  on  our  minds,  1-ed  each  State  in  the  Convention  to  be 
lefs  rigid  on  points  of  inferior  magnitude,  than  might  have  been  otherwife 
expe’dled  ;  and  thus  the  Conflitution,  which  v/e  now  prefent,  is  the  re- 
fulc  of  a  fpirit  of  amity,  and  of  that  mutual  deference  and  coneeffion  which 
the  peculiarity  of  our  political  fituation  rendered  indifpenfible. 

That  it  will  meet  the  full  and  entire  approbation  of  every  State  is  not 
perhaps  to  be  expedled  ;  but  each  will  doubtlefs  confider,  that  had  h.er  in- 
terefls  been  alone  confulte.d,  the  confequences  might  have  been  particularly 
difagreeable  or  injurious  to  others  ;  that  It  is  liable  to  as  few  exceptions 
as  could  rcsfcr.ably  hRve  bsen,  expecled,  we  hope  and  b^liev^  ;  that  it  may 
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promote  the  lading  welfare  of  that  country  fo  dfray  to  us  all'i  and  fecurc 
her  freedom  and’happinefs,  is  our  moll  ardent  wifh. 

With  great  refpeff, 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

S  1  R,  '  ‘ 

Your  Exc  E L L  ENc  Y*s  moH 

Ol^dient  and  humble  Servants, 

GEORGE  Washington,  Prefident. 

By  unanimous  Order  of  the  Contention. 

Hjs  Excellency 

The  President  Congress. 

His  Excellency  the  Prefident  of  this  flate  now  addrelTed  the  chair. 
•SIR, 

Your  delegates  in  Convention  conceive  it  their  duty  to  fubrait  in  a  more 
particular  manner,  to  the  confideration  of  this  Houfe,  that  part  of  the  con- 
dlitution  juft  nov/  read,  which  comers  on  the  Congrefs  exclufive  legiflation 
over  fuch  diftridl,  as  may  become  the  feat  of  government  of  the  United  States, 
Perhaps  it  would  be  advileable.  to  pafs  ^  law,  granting  the  jurifdidtion  over  any 
place  in  Perinfylvania,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  fquare  ;  which,  with  the  co^- 
fe.nt  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Congrefs  might  chufe  for  their  refidence.  We 
think,  Sir,  that  fuch  a  meafure  might  pol^bly  tend  to  fix  their  choice,  within 

the  bounds  of  this  commonwcHth,  and  thereby  elTentiallv  benefit  the  citizens 
cf  Pennfyivania.  ’  .  ‘  v.;  ■  • 

After  attending  to  thefe  important  confiderations  the  Houfe 

Adjourned.  ' 

Wednesday,  September  A.  M. 

A  petition  was  prefented  and  read,  praying  a  fufpenfion  of  the  law  relative 
to  the]  Scots  Frelbyterian  church,  pafled  laft  year.'  " 

Mr<  Robinfon  obferved,  that  a  perition  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Houfe, 
praying  an  alteration  of  the  place  for  holding  eledtions  in  the  third  diftridt  of 
Philadelphia  county  ;  wherefore  he  would  offer  one  in  his  hand,  in  oppofition 
to  the  other,  in  order  that  both'might  go  forward  to  the  next  Houfe. 

The  Speakeh  gave  the  houfe  to  underftand,  he  had  been  informed  by  Mr. 
Rittenhoufe,  the  ftate  treafurer^  that  there  were  looo,^^  principally  in  fmall 
hills,  ready  to  be  dejlroyed  in  that  office,  and  fuggefted,'as  it  was  a  bufinefs 

that  wouid  take  forne  time,  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee  for  that 
purpofe.  ^  " 

Mr.  Fitseffimons  hoped  f.io^oqxs,  the  quantity  diredled  by  law',  to  be  ,de- 
Rroyed  annually,  was  ready  ;  if  only  the  twentieth  part  of  that  was  to  be 
i)urnt,  it  would  not  take  rnuch  time.  '  ‘  ^ 

The  Speaker  had  further  underftood,  though  no  more  was  nets  ready-i— 
yet  the  treafurer  expehled  to  have  20,000  by  the  rneeting  of  the  next  Houle. 

The  Houfe  now  took  up  the  bill  for  the  divifion  of  Bedford  county. 

Mr.  FFhitehill.  This  is  a  bufinefs.  Sir,  that  requires  further  deliberation 
than  I  have  yet  taken  ;  it  is  a  bufinefs  more  proper  to  be  lain  over  than  gone 
into  now  ;  and  every  member  will  fee,  that  at  this  late  period  of  the  feflion,  " 
to  which  it  has  been  delayed,  it  is  ImpofTible  to  convey  information  to  tl^e 
fcattered  inhabitants  of  Bedford,  before  the  eleftion  ;  and  unlefs  this  can  be 
done,  1  am  fure  the  Houfe  cannot  pafs  the  bill.'— It  will  be  taking  the  people 

a  great  difadvantage,  and  I  conceive  that  the  Houfe  ought  to  preferve  fuch 

i^tterition 


^Pennsylvania.  65 

aftentlon,  as  not  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  rights,  or  hurry  into  racafures 
[hat  may  have  fuch  e/Feds.  I  hope  the  Houfe  will  conclude  to  let  it  lay  overs 
and  as  for  the  expences  in  travelling  a  great  diftance  to  the  feat  of  juftice, 
which  is  complained  of — it  will  be  lefs  burthenfome  than  that  of  having  a  nev/ 
county.- — Now  1  don’t  fee  how  it  is  polhble  to  have  the  lines  run  before  the 
eleffion  ;  thefe  things  will  appear  fo  clear  to  other  gentlemen,  as  to  warrant 
them  in  oppofing  the  bill  at  prefent.  I  don’t  wifh  to  have  much  debate  about 
it  ;  therefore  hope  it  may  be  agreed  to  let  i  t  lie  over  till  the  next  houle  i  and 
then,  if  it  is  proper,  they  may  go  through  with  it, 

Mr.  D.  Clymer.' — I  hope  this  bill  will  be  taken  up,  Mr,  Speaker,  notwlth- 
landing  that  gentleman’s  oppofition. — A  pretty  reafon  to  be  lure,  becaule  it 
has  been  put  olF  from  time  to  time,  on  account  of  the  prefiing  neceffity  to 
Jifpatch  other  bufinefs,  as  in  the  cafe  of  yederday,  when  it  was  podponed  for 
the  admiflion  of  the  report  from  the  honorable  delegation  from  Pennfylvania, 
to  the  federal  convention. — However,  Sir,  as  I  am  informed,  the  gentlem&n 
who  reprefent  that  county,  have  agreed  unanimoudy  to  this  meafure,  I  flat¬ 
ter  myfelf  the  bufinefs  will  go  forward- — and  as  for  the  expence,  let  that  red 
with  the  petitioners,  if  they  chufe  to  incur  the  expence,  I  prefume  they  are 
as  well  able  to  decide  upon  that  as  the  member  from  Cumberlond.  That 
gentleman  pretends  to  know  the  finances  of  not  only  the  United  States,  but  of 
the  particular  dates,  and  every  corner  of  this — perhaps  one  of  thefe  days  his 
-knowledge  may  be  put  to  the  ted,  and  then  it  will  be  difcovered  whether  he 
pofTefTes  it  or  no. — If  the  members  have  agreed,  and  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
inhabitants  of  the  county  pray  for  the  divifion,  and  only  fixty  -nine  oppofeit, 
which  1  underftand  is  the  cafe,  I  wonder  with  wh  at  face  any  man  can  rife 
againd  it  :  let  that  member  recolledl:  the  language  made  ufe  of  by  himfelf,  and 
fome  other  gentlemen  on  the  divifion  of  Franklin  county-— that  the  people 
would  like  to  have  the  divifion,  and  they  were  the  bed  judges,  as  the  perfons 
mod  to  be  afiedled.  So  1  fay  on  this  occafion  ;  when,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
am  convinced  that  it  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  date. — As  for  the  mem¬ 
ber’s  objedlion,  that  there  is  not  time,  it  has  no  w'eight  with  me  ;  for  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  Is  time,  and  one  of  the  members  (Mr.  Cpnnon)  will  undertake  to 
convey  it  by  exprefs  ;  and  I  believe  his  honor  may  be  well  relied  on.  1  repeat 
again.  Sir,  that  it  is  the  wifh  of  the  county.  It  will  occafion  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  that  country,  and  benefit  the  date  by  being  the  means  of  caufing  an 
earlier  opening  of  a  communication  between  the  Sufquehanna  and  wedern 
yvaters,  by  which  the  commerce  of  this  date  will  be  highly  benefited. 

Mr.  Fitzfimmons  advocated  the  bill,  though  totally  unintereded,  and  re¬ 
marked  on  the  argument  of  expence,  that  in  this  cafe  it  would  not  be  fo  great 
as  in  others,  as  there  was  a  confiderable  fum  fubfcribed  towards  ere6ling  2 
court-houfe  and  prifon,  and  the  ground  was  given. —  He  hoped  as  the  g-^ntle- 
man  had  not  the  fame  ground  of  oppofition  to  this  bill  as  to  the  one  debated 
lad  Friday,  he  would  not  perfid. 

Ftndley .  This  is  one  or  thofe  kind  of  cafes,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  which 
general  principles  always  apply  in  deciding. — In  this  cafe  I  have  no  intered  in 
oppofing  the  bill  from  the  local  fituation  of  the  country  I  live  in.  Pei  haps  it 
may  be  my  intered  it  fhould  pafs,  as  it  may  be  a  mean  to  open  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  tfiat  country,  and  as  every  thing  that  benefits  commerce  there,  it  is 
certainly  advantageous  to  its  inhabitants—  nor  have  I  any  inclination  to  oppofe 
tl^e  widies  ofthe  people,  where  they  are  confident  with  the  general  intered 
of  the  i  but  I.  mu(l  vote  on  this  quedion,  on  tha  fame  principles  ss-cn  fi- 
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loilar  occafioRs.  ^  J  balieve  I  (hould  not  go  far  out  of-thp  way,  if  I  faythat  we 
fhould  have  to  divide  half  the  counties  in  the  ftatc,  if  it  was  to  be  done  with, 
the  lame  facility  this  is  to  be  ;  and  when  this  bill  has  paffed,  we  may  expedt 
many  other  applications,  when  the  fame  rea  foes  that  warrant  this  diyifion, 
will  liipport  the  claim  of  ever) one  of  them. — I  look  further  than  to  the  trihing 
expence  of  ere^ing  the  gaol  and  ceurt-houfe  r  but  before  I  fpeak  of  this,  I 
will  juft  obferve  on  what  the  gentleman  from  Berks  laid  on  the  divifion  of 
Franklin  county,  that  the  applications  of  the  people,  or  their  petitions,  are  for 
us  to  ground  our  decifions  on,  and  is  the  legiflature  only  to  confirm  petitions  > 

If  thio.  Sir, <  is  once  underftood  by  the  people,  we  lhall  hav^e  counties  enough. 
Fvei  y  little  town  can  procure  petitions  in  its  neighbourhood  for  being  made  a 
county  town.  It  has  been  mentioned,  that  the  petitioners  are  twelve  hundred 
snd  fifty,  and  expieffed  as  if  that  v/as  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  new 
^county.  Ifl  had  leafon  to  believe  the  people  of  Bedford  county,  were  more 
Fonelt  in  procuring  petitions  than  thofe  in  other  parts  of  the  ftate,  it  would 
fiave  greater  weight  with  me  in  concluding  that  fuch  were  their  number  ;  but 
Sir,  they  are  jufl  like  the  reft  of  Pennfylvania,  where  we  always  find  in 
local  cafes,  when  a  county  is  to  be  particularly  benefited,,  many  more  peti¬ 
tioners  than  we  can  find  when  a  diftric^  is  to  be  taxed.— The  member  from 
Eerks  entertained  us  with  a  ftory  laft  Friday  femewhat  fimilar.— This  num¬ 
ber,  if  juft,  takes  offnear  half  of  the  county,  and  it  eftabllfhes  a  precedent 
that  will  be  plead  on  every  future  occafioa.— The  member  has  alfo  faid  there 
were  no  petitions  agalnfl  k  ;  that  may  be  be  true,  that  there  are  none  before 
the  Houfe  ;  but  I  am  informed  petitions  are  coming  forwa-rd  from  the  Glade, 
and  other  parts  of  a  like  nature  with  thefe,  that  fo  If  we  are  prepared  to  al¬ 
low  of  this  divifion,  we  muft  make  ready  to  comply  with  every  one. 

To  return  to  the  objeiSt  of  expence— the  necelTary  buildings  to  accommodate 
a  county  are  trifiing  when  compared  to  the  others  ;  that  of  having  double  the 
huty  as  jurors  and  courts,  the  commiffioners  and  affelTors  of  which  they  at 
prefent  do  not  pay  the  half.— How  they  will  bear  thefe  encreafed  burdens 
and  expences,  I  think,  will  be  a  c|ueftion  of-fome  weight  on  the  minds  of  every 
member  here.— If  :they  are  able  to  bear  more,  they  w'ould  furely  have  paid 
their  former  taxes  i  but  has.this  been  the  cafe  >  No,  from  the  flateraentjuft 

now  read  at  the  tablQ,  you  fee  what  a  great  balance  there  is  outftanding. _ 

Mr.  Findley  ftated  fome  further  .expence  it  would  be  of  to  the  ftate.  The 
'addition  of  a  member  (o  council,  and  to  the  council  of  cenfors,  and  obferved 
that  on  eredting  Fayette  county  they  were  fpecially  precluded  from  -being  re- 
prefented  in  the  council  of  cenfors.  He  .continued  to  combat  the  meafure 
with  ,a  repetition  of  fome  more  of  the  arguments  urged  againft  the  bill  for  ^ 
dividing  Weftmoreland.  He  faw  no  necelfity  for  going  on  with  it ;  and  hoped 
it  would  be  left  ever  to  fome  future  .Houfe,  as  the  people  individually  fuf- 
iered  no  greater  hardlhips  by  being  at  a  gteat  diftance  from  the  feat  of  juftice, 
than  they  did  when  the  county  was  lefs  populous. 

Mr.  The. gentleman  from  Weftmoreland  alledges  that  the  people 

from  the  Glades  are  conning  forward  with  petitions,  to  be  eredled  into  new 
counties  ;  there  1  will  agree  with  him  as  far  as  my  information  goes.  He  a{- 
ledgcs  again  that  if  the  Houfe  pafiTes  this  bill,  it  muft  be  prepared  to  comply 
with  their  requeft,  for  the  fame  reafons  that  apply  in  our  cafe,  will  apply  in 
theirs..  Here,  ibir,  I  muft  differ  with  him- — there  are  a  number  of  circum- 
iflances,  Sir,  materially  oppofite,  I  will  only  recite  a  few. — Whatever  the 

diftance  may  be  from  >he ’Glades  to  the-county  town,  it  is  not  near  fo  far  as 
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in  this  pjrt  ol  Bedford,  and  every  inch  thofe  people  apnra-h  rf-e  f 

they  are  coming  to  a  mirkct  1  when  We  arrcor^^PeTeTrfr/  “f  J"'* 
the  place  where  there  is  any  profpea  of  felling  our  prodU-Thl 
,  will  he  very  frnall  in  erefling  onr  court  houfe  f  becaufe  as  the  ^  i, 

man  from  the  city  oblervet]  lo-r,.,.  r  kr  •  •  -  v/orthy  gentle- 

tied  am6ng  us—fo  that  no  argument^irdvrn  either  ^’et- 

tants  or  expence,  coald  beconfictered  of  any  weioLnn  ' 

were  not  founded  in  fadf  ^  oprjofit^on,  as  they 

« » r"*', 

them.  However,  he  obf-rved  oni  further  in  detail- 

admitted  by  him  :  it  wonid  promote  the  inte“ fft  If  "eight. 

Country  s  this  was  a  deilrahle  obieft  an<l  „Tl.  f  '*’e  Wefiern 

prove  it  will  be  heartily  embraced  bv’the  I  n  ^  ^''ery  meafure  to  im- 

nnderftood  that  it  would  be  a  meai  lo  dear^ihe  PenUfylvania.  He  had 

defcend  to  Harriftorg.  He  did  rot  thmir  ir  r  tioats  might 

pie  faffered  individually  '‘^y-  the  peo. 

town.  When  more  pcpl.oL^^recauft  h  w^'’;! at"®  hi 

portion  to  the  number  injured.  The  inconve„r»  ^  mcreafed  in  ;>ro- 
tioned  reprefentation  in  council  was  iuftiv  comnlsl  n  "'"ending  a  difpropor- 
»t>!e.  and  mull  be  fnbmittcd  to  ;  tholeh  il  is  hil  H  unavoid- 

fors  confider  this  part  of  our tnflimtn  ,  ‘’u,’  '“'"'^11  of  cen- 

objeflions  are  of  but  fmall  weight,  when’  plifeJle 

pinefs  of  the  citizens  of  the  ftate-  betra  T  t  hap- 

way  to  prevent  the  injury  :  bit  he  tllet  a  'lb  ■  'ftere  is  L 

hurtful,  as  the  meafure  would  be  benetial  ’ir  "e""'  I® 

Mr.  G.  C/vver.  The  member  Gom  A  ’  1  T®'’'  ‘efs  confidered. 

aft  in  this  cafe  upon  general  principles  Th"'  '•'e  Houfe  ought  ta 

I  was  upon  the  committee  I  wls  influenced  hv  ^  with  him,  and  when 

bringing  in  this  bill.  The  general  nrincinl  ^  principle's  to  confur  in 

the  good  of  that  county  and  confequen*  ad  ^  "'hich^I  was  aftaated  tvere. 
tion  of  the  people  to  bl  ftruck  off  and  the  c” 

that  ought  and  muft  admit  of  divifion  ;  thefe  Ire"  the  ee®  extent, 

upon,  and. they  are  the-penera]  minri’n/  l  I  adfedi 

bet  of  the  Houfe.  hI  flvs  the  .influence  every  mem- 

with,  and  that  we  have  a  right  of’iudl'in""^  tjeferve  to  be  complied' 

I  thin.k  when  the  general  ''!'!!  -  have,  hue 

cafe,  we  ought  rather  to  be  ^  certainly  eftablilhed  in  the 

thefecircumftances  s  hat  '^a  coir 

locally  fo,  but  to  the  ftate  gene^X 

the  Weflern  trade  to  this®conntrv'  ir  '  ^  ®ot"«y  will  brine 

The  only  argument  againft  it  is,  it  will  Id  S^eat  magnitude, 

tivecouncrl  and  counefl  of  cenfors.  1  lee  with  '  h"‘  members  to  the  execu, 

but  we  have  to  thank  our  Conftitutinn  f  %  u  •  ?  ^  * 

ready  ah  overgrown  and  greatly  expenfive  bodv^”  ‘n  ■"  is  al- 

Pf  cenfors.  is  far  from  a  trulelltatiolV  ih”  f  "‘"'‘='1 

fibre  to  remedy  the  evil.  We  mnft  heir  it  loir  arX'’  r  T 

«hd  if  the  county  is  fufficientllarl  perha "  ir  Wly  for  it, 

cuuy  lars^e,  perhaps  ^  may  be  ordered.  Since 
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the  bill  has  been  publifhed,  there  are,  I  find,  a  great  additional  number^ef  pe¬ 
titioners  who  defite  and  expeft  it  i  therefore  1  hope  the  bill  will  ^e  gone 

defended  the  Conflitution,  and,  obrei  ved  of  the  part  complained 
of  that  in  Virginia  and  other  Bates,  the  unjuft  reprefentation,  as  it  was 
termed,  entered  into  the  legillature.  He  was  happy  to  encourage 

and  promote  the  profperity  of  every  part  of  the  ftate,  ut  e  ^  ^ 

ferved  thefe  flattering  profpeas  lay  more  in  opinion  than  leahty.  ^  |  i 

the  meafure  premature,  and  never  knew  in  precedent  any  county  to 
with  fo  few  inhabitants  :  that  it  might  hereafter  be  more  populous,  it' 

natural  fituation  was  much  againft  it,being  a  county  rnoftly  Srou^^*; 

toft  into  hills,  vallies,  and  mountains.  He  wiftied  tobelieve  what  »  j 

faid  of  the  number,  but  if  it  (hould  turn  out  otherwife,  no  alteration 
cuIJ  be  made.  He  wiftied  it  to  be  laid  over  to  another  Home  i  other  coun¬ 
ts  had  to-petition  feveral  years,  and  he  concluded  it  would  be  time  enougn 

'°Th»  *biU*'was''now  taken  up,  and  on  reciting  the  boundary  lines,  Mr, 
reeved  to  amend  by-  alLng  a  part  of  them^  This  was  oppofed 

by  Mr.  Findley,  as  ^  d  mor'e  nttu  al  an'd  con- 

they  were  not  materially  difFerfent,  but  appeared  more  n  ^ 

venient  boundaries.  They  were  altered  accordingly,  and  the  bill,  afte 

few  other  amendments,  pafiTed.  . 

The  veas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  occalion,  an^  are,  p  u”  r  A 

YEAS  MelTrs.  Will,  Fitalimmons,  Clymer,,  Hiltaheimfcr,  lUbin.oo, 

■sS’ Ki; 

nays.  Meffrs.  Upp.  Whitehill,  Kennedy,  Mitchell  J.Heifter,  Kree 
r'  u  ‘ftfar  Davis  Trexler,  Burkholder,  Brown,  Antis,  Dale,  Find 
;:;:’wiVg”h::  M-’Do:ell’,  Tlennaken,  Allifon.  Phillips.  Gilchrift.  Smith. 

^'siv™al"papTrrwer^received  from  council  and  read,  and  the  order  of  the 
day  being  the  bill  to  incorporate  the 

the  biU  was  t“L'n  Tp?  anTafteT/ome  progrefs  made  therein,  it  was  poftppned. 
in  order  to  adjourn. 

Adjourned  Thuesdav,  Septemler  1.0,  A.  M, 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  clerk  of  the 

A  letter  was  laid  befoie  neceffity  of  a  law  to  enable  the  ftierift 

county  of  Luaerne,  repre  en  „  gaols  of  either  Northumberland  or 

to  confine  criminals  or  deb  _  S 

Northampton,  as  no  place  aifo  ftatine  the  neceffity  of  indulging  that 

afl-effed  or  levied  for  building  fuch  .  alfo  Hating  toe  n  ^  the 

county  with  another  eleftion  to  be  “’"f  f '^^2n  werTyet  chofen,  and  the 
laft,  as  no  county  officers  reqnifite  on  that  J"  ^  taken 

elealon  could  not  otherwife  be  held  :  f  ‘  keep,  Brown,  Dale.- 

up  forafecond  reading,  and  referred  to  Mellrs.  wysKo  p. 

T^icckley,  and  Findley, 


A/Tr  Moart 


of  Pennsylvania, 

^/ir.  Mifre  peekaied  a  petition  from  Henry  Baldwin,  dating;,  that  he  wa» 
iikely  to  become  a  cohfiderable  lofer  by  the  aft  palled  laft  felfions  in  favour  o£ 
thfe  Connefticut  claimants,  and  praying  redrefs, 

Mr,  Da/e  prefented  petitions^  from  Penns,  Buffalo,  and  Wafhington  town-* 
Hiips,  in  Northumberladd  County,  praying  to  be  fet  off  into  Eleftioa 
Diftrifts. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  prefented  one  from  Thomas  Willies,  ahd  ancither  frora 
Daniel  Major,  infolvent  debtors,  confined  in  the  gaol  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Fitzfimmons  prefented  ohe  from  Charles  Bufelot,  an  infolvent  debtor. 

The  three  laft  were  referred  to  the  cbmriiittee  bn  fimilar  petitions,  and  the 
preceding  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Doftor  JVheelen  reported  from  the  committee  on  ihe  rokd  In  CumroWj 
Berks  County,  that  a  bill  Ihould  be  brought  in  for  altering  it. 

The  following  engrolfed  bills  being  brought  in,  were  feverally  compared  zk 
the  table,  and  cnaftbd. 

!.  An  aft  fo  incorporate  the  proteftant  epi'fcopal  cHiirch  of  St.  John,  in 
York-Town. 

2.  An  aft  to  divide  Wafhington  County  into  Eleftion  Dlftriftsl 

3.  An  aft  for  erefting  part  of  Bedford  county  into  a  feparate  county. 

The  Houfe  now  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  aft  to  incorporate  York* 
Town  into  a  boroitgh,  which  was  read  over  to  the  forty-fifth  feftion,  anef 
then  poftponed  on  motion  of  Mr,  Whitfehill. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  took  up  for  a  third  reading,' 
the  bill  allowing  Abraham  Witrhore  to  erect  a  bridge  over  the  Conefto^a 
^-,reek,  in  Lancafter  County, 

After  making  fome  progrefs  therein,  a  neceffity  to  introduce  fohie  amend- 
ments  appeared,  and  it  was  poftponed. 

,  A  meffage  from  the  vice-prefident  wils  received,  informing  the  Houfe,  thaC 
council  thought  it  incumbent  on  them  to  make  immediate  comrhunication  t» 
the  Houfe,  of  papers  received  from  Wilkefburgh,  in  Ltizerhe  County.  The 
papers  alluded  to  ftated  an  urgent  neceffity  to  have  the  county  line  run, 
the  claims  of  fome  people  iii  that  county  extended  down  upoa  Northuraber-, 
land,  and  but  two  months  remained  to  fettle  thefe  claims.  They  alfo  feprfe- 
fented  hoV  .requifite  it  was  to  indulgil  thim  this  year'  with  holding  an  elec'«. 
tion  after  the  fame  mode,  as  laft  February. 

,  On  motion  and  by,  fpecial  order,  the  fame  was  read  i.  feeond  time,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  the  letter  of  Colonel  Titnothy  Pickering,  juft: 
appointed.  ,  .  , 

Mr.  Fitzjimmons  called  for  the  feccond  reading  of  the  following  ftatemenc 
prefented  by  the  treafurer.  / 

Account  cf  Faxes  paid  by  the  fever al  Counties  ^  from  January  i,  1787, 

September  6,  incluftve^ 

City  and  County.  ,  r. 

Total  Amount. 


Phil  ADEtPHi  A 
Years.  Paid. 

j- 

S8io  IS 
14879  I 
Paid  off 

10245  *5 
1215  9 


Balance  Due. 


J?8z 

1783 

>785 

178^1 

1787 


d, 

8 


10 


301^1  I  10 


9481 

23883 

5130 

18275 


s. 

12 

*5 

i5 


d, 

3 

9 

1 

2 


Total  Amount, 
di 


55772  17  i 


Carried  over^ 


la 
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*7  3 
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I?  V 
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Years- 


Debates  of  the  General  Assembly 


Paid. 

£>  s.  d. 

Brought  over, 

Bucks  County- 


Total  Amount. 
£'  d. 
30151  I  10 


J  78Z 

CO 

2783 

603  4  i' 

1785 

118  io  5h. 

1786 

1308  2  10 

J7S7 
•  > 

'  } 

488  3  9 

Chester  County. 

378a 

1676  12  8h. 

1783 

1341  3  II 

3785 

351  »  ^ 

3786 

3967  i8  I 

•  > 

Lanc  aster  Co. 

3782—: 

3  6761  17  4 

1785 

1 920 

Ditto 

AND  Dauphin, 

CO 

1786  ij  10 

Y’’ork 

* 

County. 

^782 

J783 

3745  5  0 

J785 

Nothing  Paid 

3786 

0 

Ditto 

Cu^JB  ERL  AND  Co. 

178a 

3276  16  10 

J783 

1303  12  II' 

>785 

754  15  4 

3786 

*30  3  0 

Berks 

County. 

3  78a 

i5o4  3  9 

•783 

1903  JO  9 

J785 

349  7 

,3786 

2596  6  4 

Northampton  Co. 

178a 

397  17  I 

3783 

355  M  5 

3785 

250  0  9 

1785 

1847  0  10 

Bedford  County. 

3782 

150 

2783 

86 

1785 

400 

2786 

4  18  IO 

^595  5  9^- 


7336  16 


I 0468  9  z 


374S  §  o 


54(S5  S  1 


(^453  S  4 


a85o  13  I 


Balance  Due. 


£■ 

-^Paid  off 

3654  6 

8h. 

95^  15 

2  h 

1642  9 

9  h. 

4553  *7 

1 1 

10588  16 

ah. 

7103  17 

IO 

49  i 

5 

1000  18 

9. 

40394  9 

6 

6005  2 

5h. 

14041  2 

7 

7404  6 

3 

6102  18 

3 

6102  18 

3 

22986  8 

8 

14495  8 

2 

2628  15 

5 

3^5^  7 

9 

13386  6 

3 

9862  1 1  1 

[oh. 

55  ^3 

I 

2509  6 

7 

5611  4 

4 

603  9 

7 

^59  17 

5 

1324  11 

2 

T otal 
£.  s.  d. 
5^772.  17  3 


10807  ,9  7  h. 


1874a'  15  ah. 


46489  II  IS 


33^51  5  4 


433*^3  o  ® 


25813  f7  91:. 


7800  %  ^ 


640  18  10 


Carried  over. 


^9707  ^  4  ■ 


243440  19  8 


0 


of  Pennsyi^vania. 


years.  Paid. 

'  '  ■£■  >■  ‘i- 

Brought  over, 

V/  estmoreland 


Toial  Amount. 

£.  s.  d. 

69707  6  4h. 


V/  A  S  H  I  N  G  T  ON  C  O. 

1785  300  4  o 

17S6  74  16  o 


F  AYET 

TE  County. 

1785  ■'  ' 

Paid  off 

1786 

Ditto  " 

1787 

389  7  0 

Franklin  County. 

5785 

330  16  9 

1 786 

167  19  8 

Montgomery  Co. 

1785 

662  17  4 

1 786 

4774  8  4 

00 

61  $  0 

Paid  off 
375  o  o 

389  7  o 

498  16  5 

3406  10  € 


N  OR  THUMB  ERL  AND  Co. 

17?S  ^3^  4  5 

J34  9  8  271  14  1 


Balance  Due. 

'  £.  X.  d. 


1274  17  4 

2184  13  6 


11618  7 

2958  12  II 


74739  14  4  " 


7i 

Total  Amount, 
£■  X.  d.  ' 
243440  19  8 


1403  17  9 


> 


3459  10  s  . 


3075  II  6. 


^5»379  *9  7 


Which  being  done,  he  went  on  to  obferve  the  alarming  which  it  fet  forth. 
He  thought  it  incumbent  on  every  member  of  the  Houfe  to  carry  a  rsprefenta^ 
tion  of  this  matter  to  their  condituents,  and  to  ufe  their  exertions  toward 
procuring  a  more  uniform  compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  ftate.  He  faid 
it  was  caufe  of  alarm  to  all,  more  efpecially  the  ofhcers  and  public  creditors, 
to  obferve,  of  this  year’s  quota,  but  twelve  hundred  pounds  paid  by  thei  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia;  fomething  lefs  than  five  hundred  pounds  by  the 
county  of  perks  ;  three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  pounds  from  Fayette,  and  2 
trifling  fum  from  Montgomery,  not  one  farthing  being  received  from  any  other 
part  of  the  flate.  The  county  of  York  has'  paid  nothing  for  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-fix, 
fior  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven.  The  fingle  county  of 
Lancafter  ftands  charged  with  a  balance,  fince  the  peace,  little  fliort  of  fifty 
thoufand  pounds.  He  faid,  when  thefe  things  were  confidered,  there  was 
caufe  for  alarm,  and  it  became  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  look  into  the 
Pate  of  their  finances,  and  the  management  of  the  public  treafury. 

He  believed  there  were  fome  circumftances  which  might  in  a  degree  leflen 
the  odium  that  would  fall  on  particular  counties  at  the  firP  blufli.  He  was" 
told  it  had  been  a  praffice  to  anticipate  the  revenue  at  the  treafury  by  draw¬ 
ing  orders  on  the  county  treafurers,  and  that  until  their  return  to  the  office 
from  which  they  iffued,  the  counties  could  not  have  credit  in  the  Shooks. 
Now,  how  far  thispraiPice  had  been  carried,  or  what  fum  it  might  amount  to, 
he  wa?  totally  ignorant  ;  but  he  thought  enquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  the 
expedience  of  employing  a  medium  fo  infufficient.  He  had  heard  it  com¬ 
plained  of,  and  that  applications  oven  f«r  that  had  met  \Ylth  great  diPintPions, 

Thinking, 


i.  ,  ^  , 
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lould  move"  W  ^-’eafury  hecefTary,  hi 

would  move  that  a  committee  oe  appointed  to  infpea  into  the  public  tieafurr 

of  the  Hate,  and  to  repo„  to  the  Houfe.  It  will  be  obferved,  Led  he  hat 

rectived  within  the  prefent  year,  amounts  to  about  feventy-four 

debtf  a1wd  bvTht  fla‘t‘  fo*- Varies.  Intereft,  and  other 

^  DU,  allumed  by  the  ftate,  requires  annually  upwards  of  two  hundred  and 

deceived"  7t  TS  ’  f  n ^"-'^i'a'has  beef 

leccived  It  appears  further,,  that  tfeere  ia  near  three  hundred  thoufaid 

pounds  of  taxes  Bill  out  Banding,  exclulive  of  the  taxes  for  the  year  one  thod- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven. 

I'iucrmfns'"''  f°‘'  ‘he  purpofe  Bated  by  Mr. 

Whpn  the  Speaker  exprelTed  a  wilh  that  the  Houfe  would  noininate  the 
committee,  as  it  was  a  bufinefs  of  the  greateB  importance 

MeffrrXzlIonf  'f »PP“-‘‘«nt ;  whereupoti 

*  Logan,  Whitehill,  MXalmont.  Wheelen  Findlev’ 

^Tn  '''‘7-  for  that  purpofe.’ 

Mr.  W„,uh,ll^A  in  his  place  and  prefented  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  future 

ftfufl"  L-  'k  'k'’^u'  7  expires  with  this  fcfTjon  of  tEe 

Houfe,  after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

e  t  Friday  Septemh^f  Pi,  j\ifj 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  their  adjournment' 

Mr.  ffi-AisvrWr  prefented  a  petition  from  John  Rafer;  paying  that  Dihidl 

Major  may  not  be  relealed  from  his  confinement,  until  further  information 

of  his  circumflances  is  obtained-Referred  to  the  committee  on  infolvent 
debtors  petitions. 

Mr.  pp.ekr  prefented  a  petition  frnm  Thomas  Duncan  Smith,  folicitine 
the  appointment  of  recorder  of  deeds  and  teglfler  of  wills  to  the  new  conn’i, 
or  Huntington.  ^ 

Mr.  E'vans  prefented  a  fimilar  one  from  Andrew  HenderfohJ 
Mr.  Whitehill  prefented  another  from  William  Purdy. 

.  Mr.  Cannon  prefented  a  petition  from  divers  inhabitants  of  Tyrbn  towhfhip' 
in  the  new  county  of  Huntington,  praying  an  alteration  in  the  eleaion  c’f 
the  Juftices  of  the  peace  for  that  diftria:. 

Mr.  Cannon  prefented  another  ftating  forh&  grievances  the  people  labodr 
Tkl^ation  -  ^  Colleaing  taxes-and  praying  aii 

All  of  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.— 

The  Houfe  now  refumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  enabling  Abraharft 
W.tmore  to  erea  a  bndge  acrofs  the  Csniflogs  creek;  in  the  county  of 
Lancafter,  after  advancing  the  toll  generally  about  flAy  per  cent,  more 
than  in  the  printed  copies,  and  directing  a  free  paffage  of  twenty  feet  tcJ 
be  left  open.— ‘The  bill  wag  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engroffed 
The  confideration  of  the  bill  for  ereaing  York-town  Into  a  borough; 
Was  refumed  and  agreed  to,  ordered  that  it  be  engroffed. 

Mr.  Eolinfon  called  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  entitled,  A  fupl 
plement  to  an  adt  of  General  Affembly,  entitled,'  ‘  An  adl  for  eredlinc 
the  jcuthern  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  into  the  diftria  of  South'^ 
wark  tor  making  the  Rreets  and  roads  already  laid  out  therein,  public  roads 
and  highways,  and  for  regulating  fuch  other  ftreets  and  roads  as  the  inha^ 

bitants  thereof  may  hereafter  ]ay  our,  aud  for  other  ufes  and  Purpqftfi 
therein  mentioned. *  ^ 


'A- 


jr  ^ 


I  ''  * 


^PENNSYLVAf^lA. 


73 


or  confider- 
d  I'reat  deal 

would  affect 
opinion  chad 


Mr.  Clyincr  did  not  m'd'ih  to  oppofe  taking  up  this  bill  ;  but  ii  it 
%vas  a  meafurc  that  would  afFedb  the  property  of  many  gentlemen  in  South¬ 
wark,  he^  hoped  it  might  be  made  an  order  for  Tuefday. 

Mr.  Rohitijoh  acqiiiefced,  and  obferved  that  the  bill  was  generally  ap¬ 
proved  of,  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  inhabitans,  for  the  pufpofe 
ihg  the  expedien'ey  of  the  rrteafure— he  had  attended  and  found 
of  unanimity  fubfifted  among  them. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  thought  it  of  im'portance,  and  underflood  it 
the  intereft  of  the  landholders  iii  thofc  diflfiiSfa,  he  was  of 
Tuefday  Would  be  early  enough  to  Co  take  up  thi^  bufihefs. 

reupoh  it  was  mdde  the  order  of  the  da^  for  Tuerday  next, 

Mr.  Robinfon  nioved,  that  the  b»ll  for  regulating  the  pumps,  wafer-courfes^ 
&c.  in  Southwark,  thoiiltf  be  alfo  made  the  order  for  that,  and  was  fe-^ 
conded  by  Mr.  D'.  Clymer,  'who  thought  the  WateV-Couffes  ia  that  part  of 
the  town,  flood  in  heed  of  Tome  regulatirfhs. 

On  Intormiacioh  from  Mr.  Whitehill,  th^t  the  committee  were  prepared  to' 
report  a  lift' of  fees  to  be  allowed  the  Eicheator  general — The  Houfe  re- 
fhmed  the  cohfldefation  of  the  erciieat-bill  ;  and  the  fees  for  receivings 
and  fllin'g  the  inforrhation,’  Was  fixt  at  ai;  twenty  fhillings.  The  other  fees 
were  agreed  to  generally,  as'  reported  by  the  committee,  and  the  bill  or¬ 
dered  to  be  engrofled. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  liubley,  t)rderti^  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wed- 
nefday  next  be,  an  a<ft  for  compeniating  fucH  as  have  advanced  money  for 
railing  andenlifling  men  reCjUired  fforn  the  fcverai  companies  of  militia  by  ari 
afl  entitled  *  an  adl  for  the  greater  eafe  of  the  Milifia  and  the  rnofe  fpeedy  and 
ciFei^ltial  defence  of  this  State',’’  and  for  compelling  fuch  as  have  received  mo¬ 
nied  for  thai  pufpofe  to  account  for  and  pay  the  fame. 

Mr:  Fin  'dky  called  for  the  tftird  reading'of  the  bill  for  buildihg  a  court-houfd 
and  p/ifoh  in  Hanhas-towh,  in  the  County  pf  Weflmofelahd.  .  .  ,  - 

The  petitions  for  and  againft  this  meifure,  were  fevefally  read,  when  Mr* 
Smith  moved  a  poflponement  ;  becaufe  from*  thofe  petitions,  the  people  feem'di 
to  be  much  divided  ;  he  concluded;  therefore,  it  Would  be  befl  to  let  it  lay¬ 
over  to  another  Houfe. 

Mr.  Fthdiey  atknowle’dged  It  was  difhcult,  ho  doubt,  for  the  Houfe  to  de¬ 
termine  without  full  information  on  any  of  thefe  local  cafes — and  neither 
the  nurhber  of  petitioners,  nor  the  matters  fet  forth,  were  fucK  informationt 
as  ought  to  be  depended  upon.  He  did  not  mean  any  reflexions  upon  th6 
people  of  the  coufity  he  reprefented  ;  but  he  believed,  where’  the  ihteref^' 
of  any  perfohs  wefe  materially  Injured,  or  advantaged  by  a  Jaw,  that  the  pe- 
tition  Would  not  ft  ate  fa«fls  fairly. —He  informed  the  HouTe,  that  he  nevef* 
Heard  ahy  perfdn  with  whom  he  had  cohverfed,  pretend  to  fay  G?reehlburghl 
was  a  proper  place  to  fix  the  feat  of  juftice  at— but  the  people  wer& 
not  agreed  on  the  propriety  of  removing  it  he'  owned.  Yet  the  petitioners,, 
who  ftated  the  expente  againft  its  removal,  were  not  aware;  that  it  was  aa 
argument  Which  did  not  apply,  becaufe  they  did  hot  know  the  court-houfe  ah<i' 
Gaol  woiifd  be  etefled  by  pri\^ate  perfons.--i-fiut  he  would  not  fay  much  on! 
the  fubje^',  nor  advocate  it'.mofe  cfpecially  as  the  other  gentleman  from  Weft- 
ihoreland  was’ not  hVfe' to  explain— bdt  he  cohld  not  vote  for  th6  poftponfi- 
ment. 

.  oiie  becaufe  th6 

people  of  the  coufity  )^efc  divided'  neatly  ^reehftmrg  and' 
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Hannas-town  ;  the  other  was,  that  in  his  opinion,  neither  Greenfbflrg  nor 
Hannas-town  was  the  proper  place — this  he  could  determine  from  his  own 
Icnowledge  of  the  country.  • 

'  Mr.  D.  Clymer  was  oppofed  to  the  removal,  and  had  underflood  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Officers  of  the  fupr'eme  i^ourt,  that  Greenfburg  was  a  more 
proper  place  than  the  other  i  he  really  faw  a  number  of  inconveniences 
arifing  from  fuch  removals. 

Mr.  Findley  defired  fome  flatement  might  be  read,  made  by  the  coramlf- 
iioners  of  the  county,  from  which  it  could  appear,  that  Hannas-town  was  a 
proper  place  :  the.  papers  were  read,  and  '  ' 

Mr.  D,  Clymer  defired  to  read  another  in  contfadidlion  ;  it  was  figned 
John  Irwine,  and  diredled  to  his  brother.*-r'  .jo; 

Col.  Lo'wry  oppofed  reading  this  paper  as  improper,  in  as  much  as  it 
was  not  addrelTed  to  any  Member  of  the  Houfe  ;  on  which  a  queftion  of 
order  arofe,  and  was  put,  “  fhall  the  Member  be  allowed  to  read  the  paper?” 
when  it  was  determined  in  the  negaitive,  twenty-nine  to  twenty-five. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  recommended  the  poftponement,  for  the  reafons  already 
advanced — nor  did  there  exifl  any  neceffity  for  the  removal  of  the  feat  of 
Jufiice  ,  the  places  being  only  three  miles  from  each  other,  by  letting  it  lie 
over,  the  inhabitants  would  have  time  to  miake  up  their  m.inds  i  at  prefent 
there  appeared  as  many  againfl  as  for  the  meafure. 

The  Yeas  and  were  called  by  Mr.  Z>.  Clymer  and  Mr.  Hubley^  and 
are, 

YEAS.  FltzCmmons,  Clymer,  Hiltzeimer,  Gray,  Roblnfon,  Logan,  Foulke, 
Wynkoop,  Chapman,  Upp,  Moore,  Willing,  Ralfton,  Evans,  Thomas, 
Wheelen,  Hubley,  Carpenter,  Schmyfer,  M‘Lellan,  Lilly,  Whitehill,  Kennedy, 
Mitchell,  Heifter,  Kreemer,  Helfter,  Davis,  D.  Clymer,  Trexler,  Mawhorter, 
Brown,  Burkholder,  Cannon,  Powell,  Antis,  Wright,  Flennaken  Allifon, 
Phillips,  Gilc'hrift,  Smith,  Moore,  Hockley,  Riffe,  Clark,  Miley,  Carfon.— 48.  , 
NAYS.  Lowry,  Work,  Rofs,  Clemfon,  M'Conaghy,  Piper,  Dale,  Findley, 
Bar,  M'Dowell,  M'Calmont,  Wheeler,— 12. 

So  it  was  poflponed  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findley^  the  bill  for  incorporating  the  reTtgious  chrijlian 
Jcctety  of  Pitffiurg,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  M^hite- 
hill  to  alter  the  firm  to  Frcjhyierian  Congregation. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  remembered  a  Gentleman  who  was  adlive  in  promoting  this 
bill,  had  afiTigned  fome  reafons  for  adopting  chat  title  j  and  perhaps  thofe  rea¬ 
fons  might  ftill  remain. 

Mr.  Brachenridge.  The  bill  was  brought  forward  by  me  with  the  general 
term,  which  is  ufed.  I  conceive  myfelf  juftifiable  in  bringing  It  forward  with 
that  term,  from  a  petition  which  had  been  tranfmitted  from  a  commitee 
of  the  people  at  Pitfburg,  to  the  laft  Houfe,  praying  to  be  incorporated 
under  the  denomination  ofchiiftian  church  or  chriftlan  fociecy  i  I  don’t  well 
recollea  which.  I  made  enquiry  of  the  Clerk,  and  much  fearch  on  the  files 
of  the  Houfe  for  the  petition,  but  it  cannot  be  found  :  let  it  be  produced,  and 
what  I  fay  will  appear  (  here  It  appeared  upon  enquiry  that  the  petition  was 
not  to  be  found,  and  the  affifiant  Clerk  believed  It  was  taken  away  by  the 
Member  who  drew  up  the  bill  i  it  app  eared  alfo  that  the  word  Religious 
had  been  added  to  the  firm  of  this  fociety,  but  in  oppofition  to  Mr.  Brac- 
kenrldge’s  fentiments.)  Originally  the  people  at  Pitfburg,  I  fay,  Sir,  were 

difpofed  to  unite  and  conftitvite  a  church  without  diftin^fion  of  denomination. 

^  '  When 
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When  the  Clergymen  whom  they  now  have,  came  amongft  them,  they  did 
not  feem  to  know,  that  is,  made  no  enquiry  with  refpedl  to  his  fedl  ;  they  wer« 
difpofed  to  be  known  under  the  general  name  of  the  church  of  Pitfburg. 
With  this  view  the  petition  was  fent  forward,  and  agreeable  to  the  petition 
I  brought  forward  the  bill  with  the  general  term  of  chriftian  fociety  ;  my  me¬ 
mory  did  not  perfectly  ferve  me,  whether  it  was  chriflian  fociety,  or  church 
of  Pitlburg,  in  the’  petition  ;  but  the  dilFerence  was  not  material.  During  my 
abfence  laft  winter,  they  had  divided  and  fent  forward  inftrudlions  to  be  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  particular  name  of  Prefbyterian  congregation.  I  heard  of 
the  inftrudlions  ;  but  faw  them  not  until  late  in  the  feflions.  This  is  not  ma¬ 
terial,  but  a  Member  has  Hated  that  he  Ihewed  them  to  me  early — my  memory 
does  not  perfectly  ferve  me  ;  but  I  think  it  was  not  until  late  :  however,  be 
this  as  it  may,  the  moment  I  faw  them,  I  was  Hruck  with  fome  expreffions 
which  I  thought  an  infult,  and  undeferved  by  me.  I  inftantly  determined  and 
faid,  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Findley. — -The  gentleman’s  information  on  this  fubjedt  is  jufl:  as  far  as 
I  am  acquainted.  All  I  have  to  fay  on  the  occafion,  is,  that  the  bill  was  in¬ 
troduced  in  the  form  to  which  the  amendment  will  reftore  it  ;  though  I  was 
not  down  till  late  In  that  feHion  of  the  laft  Houfe,  in  which  it  was  originated,  ‘ 
but  fo  I  remember  it  Hood.-7-Since  the  alteration  has  been  m;4de  in  the  laft  win¬ 
ter  felTions,  there  are  other  inftrudlions  come  down  }  but  as  it  was  not  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  importance  to  get  the  bill  paffed  in  the  fpring  felTion,  the  inftrudlions 
'  v/sre  not  introduced,  but  the  whole  fufFered  to  lie  over.  1  have  thofe  inHruc- 
tions  now  in  my  hand,  and  the  houfe  will  find  the  fociety  that  wiOies  to  be  in*- 
corporated,  are  a  fociety  fo  feparate  and  diftindf,  as  to  make  the  amendment 
necelTary. 

Mr.  Wh'itehilL — When  I  propofed  the  amendment,  I  confidered  the  loofe, 
vague  termChriHian  fociety,  to  extend  to  all  the  believers  in  Chrift.  Every 
fedl:  would  be  a  part  of  that  body,  and  we  don’t  know  to  what  this  church 
might  extend.  It  muH  certainly.  Sir,  be  right,  to  point  out  what  fociety 
fiiould  pofTefs  the  donation  and  improvements  to  be  acquired  or  made  under 
this  a£l  of  incorporation  ;  if  any  difpute  lhall  arife,  how  is  it  to  be  terminated 
among  a  variety  of  fedls  I  fay,  Sir,  we  ought  always  to  incorporate  by 
terrns  known  in  the  law.  Let  this  then  be  a  Prefbyterian  congregation,  and 
if  the  Epifcopal,  or  any  other  denomination  chufe  to  apply,  let  them,  and  ob¬ 
tain  fimilar  a£ls. 

Mr.  Brackenridge.  It  has  been  Hated  by  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  that 
the  term  Prelbyterian  congregation  was  brought  forward  in  the  laH  Houfe, 
and  publifhed  for  confideratidh.  It  was  not  fo,  it  was  never  publiflied — (The 
Spe  aker  now  turned  to  his  notes,  and  from  them  informed  the  member,  that 
though  it  had  been  introduced  with  the  term  Prefbyterian,  yet  it  never  was 
read  a  fecond  time  in  that  Houfe,  and  confequently  not  publifhed. — .It  had 
been  read  a  firHand  feconi  time  in  the  prefent  Houfe,  and  ordered  for  publi-  . 
cation  laH  December.) 

Mr.  Brackenridge  went  on — I  was  fatisfied  of  this  being  the  fa£I,  and  my 
reafon  for  making  the  enquiry  was  to  afcertain  the  point  beyond  a  doubt,  as 
it  has  been  infiHed  by  a  member  that  it  was  publilhed.  I  would  alfo  call  for 
the  reading  of  the  petition,  which  gave  origin  to  this  bill.  If  it  was  on  the  files  j  ' 
becaufe  from  it  might  inHantly  b«  dlfcovered,  that  I  was  warranted  in  erafing 
the  Prefbyterian  congregation,  and  introducing  the  ChriHian  Society.  I  fay 
it  would  juHify.  me  in  giving  that  titk  to  the  bill  5  of  this  I  am  the  more  cer- 


Debates,  g/*  //3^QENjEf  AL  Assembly 


vl^e.Gaure  was  J,  in  coinpany  j^vich  plie  prl^fl  who  drew  up  this  v.ery  pe-r 
yldon-^hut  if  that  perfon  his  ■altered  his  fentin^eat  on  that  hea,d»  and  the 
people  are  alfo  difpofed  to  join  w^th  him,  I  have  no  0;bje£li9a. 

Mr.  Findley  had  never  conceived  that  he  >vas  the  perfon  fufpedied  of  havjng 
withheld  the  petition  that  w^s  taken  off  the  files  of  the  Houfe,  be,caufe  hewaa 
siof  dowa  at  the  time  the  bill  was  brought  in,  as  he  had  ftated  before,  aod.h.e 
Teroembered  nothing  about  the  term  Chriifian  fociety— rbut  the  inilr.udfion 
from  the  people  was  now  to  alter  it  to  Prefbyterian  congregation. 

Mr.  Erackejiridge. — Late  in  the  laft  feffion,  I  fay,  X  knew  thoy 
given  fuch  inifrudfiops  ;  but  ^'as  there  were  fome  expreflions  that  refledlejtf 
jjpon  rne,  d  was  dote  twined  to  hav.e  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

■  I  have  fiiice  feen  the  people  of  Pltfburg^  and  they  excufed  the.rnfelyes  by 
were  deceived  in  the  matter  ;  particularly  they  had  been  led 
to  believe  that  the  Hopfe '’could  not  incorporate  them,  but  under  a  particular 
iiame,  and  that  gentlemen  of  high  authority  in  the  Ja\y  had  faid,  they  could 
This  is  abfurd^  and  no  gentleman  of  l^gal  kppyyiedge  could  fay  it  f  or 
if  they  had,  this  Hpufe  mufl  know  it  to  be  nonfenfe.  If  the  Chyidian  church 
remained  without  diyifion,  as  it  wa?  in  the  tlrpe  of  the  ap.oflles,  diflin- 
guifhable  only  by' the  places  where. the  churches  were  inflituted,  fuch  as  the 
church  of  Smyrna,  .Ephefus,  T^.pdicea,  PergatriGs,  the  church  of  Corinth, 
tne  church  of  Thyatira,  Philippi^  -Colofs,  _Rome,  &c.  yet  fureJy  thofe 
churches  might  be  incorporated  under  the  namei>  of  fhe  places,  vvitfiout  dif- 
tinclionof  feet  or  denominatipn.  It  has  been  faid,  that  Pfelbyt.erian  or  Epif- 
copa.llan  are  terms  known  in  the  law  ;  abo.ut  as  much  knov/n  in  the  law  a& 
^“ggle^pnian  or  Dunkers,.  aad  that  is  not  at  ^U.  The'  law  know?  nothing 
about  any  of  them.  The  people  of  Pitfburg  now  wifh  many  of  them  to  have 
the  term  Prefbyterian  in  the  bill.  I  have  no  objeaions  ;  the, re  will  another 
hill.be  brought  forward  at  a  future  time,  to  incorporate  an  Tpifcopal  c.hurch  j 
wirti  of  fome,  that  I  Ihould  have  brought  it  forward  in'thjs  feTion,  but 
2  did  not  chufe  to  give  rny felf  further  trouble  inr  eccle.ljia/lical  affairs,  jt  is  a  de¬ 
licate  thing  to  touch  tlie  ark.  I  might  make  fome. blunder,  and  the  iefs  confe- 
quence  any  thing  is  of,  -  ’there  ia  the  more  , noife  made  about  jt.  The  people  pf 
that  town  were  all  well  difpofed  to  remain  under  one  roof  >  bijlt  whereyef 
yriefis,cpme,  they  make  fedls.  ' '  '  v 

\'F^t.JVhUehiU,.  Tie  gentleman  knfiyf, -that  the  apo files  e#.al?lkhed 
thofe  churches',  and  they  were  known  as  fuch;  they  were  underftpod  to  be 
the  Congregation  qf  Chrlfiian?  of  but  one  fed! ;  but  that  is  not  now  the  cafe  t 
the  Chrifiian  religip.n  Is  .how  divided  into  a  number  of  difiipa  fedfs,  and  th.e 
denomination  would  no'  longer  have  a  deterraipate  .meaning.  Does  the  gentlc- 
xnan  pretend,  that  the  church  of  Pittfturg  is  eftablifhed  by  the  apofiles  ?  No, 
Purely  ;  then  1  fay  you  mmt  incorporate  by  the  particular  term.  If  there  ard 
fevefal  foclctjes  there  who  .defir.e  to’  fie  i.ncorpor.ated,  let  them  apply,  and  nd 
doubt  they  will  each  obtain  an  adf,’  ^  ,  i 

Mr.  Findley  did  not  expeft  that  much  argument  or  debate  could  have  arlfen 
cn  the  prefent  motion,  nor  would  he  fay  muph  to  fake  up  the  time  of  the 
^oufe  ,  but  there  had  b.e.en  fome  fa,(Sls  mentioned  which  he  would  choofe  to 
fpeak  of,  which  were  the  infirudlions  fent  down  th.e  Jaft  feffion  on  this  fub-^ 
jc6l.  ^  The  reprefentatives  pf  that  coupty  met  together  early,  and  delivered 
their  inftruaions  to  the  gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Brach 
rnrtdge)  and  he  was  then  convinced,  that  the  peopl.p  there  wifhed  to  be  incor¬ 
porated  under  another  term  from  'li'hat  he  had  introdnoed  at  the  winter  feffion. 

X  fuppofe 
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I  fuppofed  he  would  call  it  up,  as  he  had  broii^ht  1}  into  notkeij^hc  did  not  then, 
but  let  the  felTion  par>«,  and  I  have  called  it’  up  now,' that  it  may  not  be  ne- 
gleaed  altogether.  As  for  the  petition  on  which  the  bill  is  faid  to  he  founded; 
t  never  faw  it,  but  fuppofe  it  was  as  ftated  by  the  member  i  b^t  it  can  have 
no  effe<£t,  as  we  find  they  nov/  (jefire  another  name. 

Mv.  Brachnr/Jge.  The  member  from  the  fagne  .county  with  my-felf  (Mr. 
FinJiaJ  fays,  he  laid  the  infirudtions  before  me  ;  now  I  fay  he  dj,d  po  fuch 
thing.  He^fuggefted  to  me,  that  there  were  papers  received,  but  1  fgw  them 
not,  nor  knew' nothing  of  them.  Some  rifne  after,  toward  the  t.ermination  of 
the  fefiion,  I  faw  them  ;  and  as  I  faid  before,  I  was  firu^k  with  the  Indelicacy 

of  expreflion,  upon  which  I  inftantly  determined  to  have  no  rrjore  to  do  with 
It.  "  ' '  . 

Mr.  Finjley  regarded  what  he  faid,  and  if  it  was  ne.Cjeffary,  it  ^jiy  be  |M-pv- 
ed  ;  to  which  Mr.  Brackenridge  anfwered,  it  is  not  fo. 

This  clofed  the  converfation,  and  Mr.  WhitehiH’s  motion  for  t:he 
meat  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  ,be  engrolTed.  "  ‘  ' 

Adjourned.  ■  '  '■  ''' 

Saturdav,  Sepiemsry.%,  A.  M. 

The  Hpufe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

.p.  prefented  the  report  on  the  letter.from  !?.o|qnel  Timothy 

Fickcnr/g;  when,  on  motion,  ar.d  by  fpecial  brder,  the  fame  was  read  a 
lecond  time.  ”  ,  ' 

The  report  offered  a  refo|ution  to  this  ejfe^,  that  a, committee  beappointed 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  commiffipners  to  run  the  line,  divi  jne 
theqounty  of  Luzerne  from  Northumberland  ;  to  enable 'the  fheriffs  of  the 
neighbouring  counties  to  receive  and  fafely  keep  priTopers  fent  theija  from 
1  authorife  thenexc  eledlion  being  held  after  the  mode  adopted 

Jait  year  for  a  fimilar  purpofe  in  that  county. 

Mr.  Whttehill.  Surely,  Sir,  the  people  have  the power,to  hold  tbf  eleiSlton 
without  this  ;  they  have  juftfees  and  commiffipners.anlj  other  officers  neceirary 
for  the  purpofe.  Certainly  the  Houfe  wo.uld  not  make  a  law  nplefs  .one  is  necef- 
^ry  therefore  they  will  not  go  into  a  meafure  of  this  kind,  contrary  to  thq‘: 
Gonditution  apd  injurious  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  I  move,  Sir,  to  ifrike 
out  the  words,  refpedfing  the  rnede  of  holding  leleftions. 

Mr,  Fifspjimmons.  The  gentleman,'  Sir,  .dpp’t>.now  what  he  votes  for:  if. 
there  was  a  bill  before  the  Houfe,  and  it  oopHiped  a'ny  thing  unwarranted  -by. 

Cohftitution,  or  baneful  to  the  lib.er|ies  of  Pennfylyanja,  I  am  fure  f 
ffiould  readily  concur  in  finking  out;  but  this  way  of  dejftroying  a  meflfure.. 
b^ore  It  IS  known  what  it  wilLbe,  is  certainly  contrary  to  the  good  fenfe  oL 

the  Houfe.  i 

^  Mr.  Whitohiil  oppofed  that  part  of  the  refolution,  and  thought  that  changr 
ing  t  le  mo  e  of  holding  their  eledlion  might  be  attended  v/ith  ill  cosieq^ueacee 
not  e  acquainted  in  time  with  the  determination  of  the  Houfe. 

Kyr  ^  er  gave  the  Houfe  to  underhand,  that  he  had  been  informed, 
Mr.  Franklm,  the  perfon  chofen  at  the  laft  elpdli,,,  to  a  feat  in  thia  Houfe, 
violent  m  counteratog  every  effort  of  the  ftjte  to  eftjiMiOi  good  order, 

and  their  other  officers  had  declined  acting. 

Mr.  WiitehiU,  after  feme  hefitation,'  withdrew  hia  jootioa  .for  ftrijtiag  o««i 
edding  at  the  fa.ue  time,  let  itjo  forward,  and  fse  tow.they  will  milfeoiat. 
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The  road  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  tranfcribed  and 
publiihed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.^  Fit^ftmmons ,  Wednefday  next  is  alhgned  for  the  third 
rea  mg  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  building  a  bridge  over  Schuyl- 

The  bill,  entitled,  “  An  Ad  to  empower  certain  members  of  the  corporatr- 
e  redor,  church-wardens  and  veftrymen  of  the  United  Epifcopal 
churches  of  Chrid-church  and  St.  Peter’s  church, pn  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
to  lell  a  certain  lot  of  ground  in  the  townfhip  of  the  Northern-Liberties,”  was 

rea  ,  con  idered  by  paragraphs,  and  after  altering  one  claufe,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrolTed. 

The  confideration  of  the  bill  to  regulate  vendues  was  refumed,  and  the 
^ollowing  paragraph  being  read,  a  debate  enfued  : — “  And  be  it  further  enaded 
by  the  authority  aforelaid.  That  the  juftices  of  the  courts  of  quarter  feffions 
or  the  refpedive  counties  of  the  ftate,  from  and  after  the  day  of 

next,  on  the  like  fecurity,  to  be  by  them  taken  and  approved 
ot,  to  the  commonwealth,  in  the  fum  of  ,  fpr  the  faithful 

performance  of  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  (hall  and  may  authorife  by  licence,  fo 
many  proper  perfons  as  to  them  lhall  feem  neceflary  to  ufe  and  follow  refped- 
^ely  the  occupation  of  audioneer  in  the  refpedive, counties :  Provided  al.ways. 
That  the  juftlces  of  the^  quarter  feUions  of  the  county  _of  Philadelphia,  fhal’l 
not  nave  autnonty  to  licence  audioneers  for  the  faid  city,  nor  diilrid  of 
Southwark,  nor  the  townfhip  of  the  Northern-Liberties  aforefaid.” 

Mr.  WhjtehiU  ftated  feme  objedions  to  troubling  Council  with  IlTuin^  and 
granting  licences,  and  thought  it  would  be  attended  with  fome  expence  ; 
therefore  was  of  opinion  the  provifional  claufe  fhouid  be  throv/n  out _ fbut 

It  appeared  afterwards,  he  was  objeding  to  a  claufe  chat  was  not  under  ccnfi- 
oeration  ) 

Mr.  Ftt^fimmcns  wifhed  the  gentleman  had  (hewn  in  what  the  bill  would 
add  any  expence  to  the  ftate-but  he  really  did  not  comprehend  his  objedi- 
ons. - ^He  thought  it  was  very  poflible.  that  in  fome  of  the  counties,  li¬ 

cences  would  not  be  applied  for  generally,  and  that  there  might  be  an  incon¬ 
venience  to  the  inhabitants  who  were  difpofed  to  make  fale  of  real  ehates— 
to  o  viate  t  Is,  he  had  prepared  a  claufe  to  enable  the  perfon  to  take  out  z, 
Jicence  for  that  temporary  purpofe.  at  a  trifling  expence.—It  was  notcon- 
ne  e  wit  t  e  prefent  claufe,  but  he  would  read  it  now,  as  it  might  tend  in 
a  great  meafure  to  take  off  fome  objeaions  that  had  hitherto  been  made.— 
The  to  be  paid  (hould  be  fo  moderate,  as  not  to  deter,  perfons  who  wilhed 
to  naake  fales,  from  complying  with  the  law.  The  mode  was  to  allow  a  fpe- 
cial  licence  for  the  purpofe,  iffued  by  the  Ffothonotary,  who  (hould  take  fe- 
curity  for  the  payment  of  the  duty  to  the  Hate.  This,  he  hoped,  would  ob¬ 
viate  every  reafonable  objeftion  in  the  minds  of  the  country  members.  He 
believed  very  little  revenue  would  arife  from  extending  this  to  the  country, 

but  It  feemed  an  afl  of  juftice  that  the  fame  principle  (hould  regulate  the 
■whole  flate.  • 

Mr.  Notwithflanding  the'arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  the  city, 

4  cannot  think  the  law  ought  to  be  extended  to  the  counties.  Sir  i  by-making 
tos  law,  we  either  mean  to  raife  a  revenue,  or  benefit  the  people  of  the  ftate. 

I,  Sir,  that  it  will  raife  little  or  no  revenue  i  therefore  that  cannot 

De  ttie  objea  of  the  bill,  and  every  gentleman  will  concur  in  this  opinion,  that 
aovar-tage  can  arife  to  the  ftate. - ^Now  we  are  next  to  confider,  will  it 
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be  an  advantage  to  the  citizens  ?— No  Ton  the  contrary, 'It  will  incumhei;  Iheni 
with  difficulties  to  which  they  ought  not  to  be  liable— With  refpea  to  partial 
laws  being  improper  in  a  republic,  I  lhall  allc>  are  there  not  a  variety  of  laws 
neceffiary  in  a  city  that  will  be  of  no  ufe  to  the  counties  ?  Certainly  there  are, 
and  the  law  to  regulate  vendues  was  intended  to  benefit  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia.  The  fhopkeeper  and  merchant  complained  of  foreigners,  and 
itenerant  perfons  comming  among  them,  and  felliing  their  property  at  public 
fale  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  ftate,  who  otherwife  would  have  been  their  cuf- 
tomers  j  upon  thele  principles  the  firft  law  was  made,  I  think,  in  Governor 
Wharton’s  time,  to  fupprefs  thefe,  and  pedlars  ;  and  government  had  then 
no  idea  of  deriving  any  benefit  from  it,  for  it  was  given  to  people  who  retain¬ 
ed  the  whole  emolument  arifing  from  it. — I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
it  is  of  advantage  to  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  to  have  vendues  regulated  by¬ 
law  ,and  the  queftion  before  us  ought  to  be,  will  you  let  it  continue  a  monopo¬ 
ly,  as  for  thefe  fome  years  paft?  or  let  citizens  enjoy  it  generally  as  they 
chufe  ?  This  I  take  to  be  the  intention  of  the  law,  and  extending  it  Co  th© 
counties  will  only  be  more  injudicial  and  inconvenient- — for  if  no  officers 
ffiould  be  appointed,  and  this  claufe  take  place,  it  may  breed  much  confufioh, 
by  occafioning  a  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  fale. 

Mr.  R^b'infon  hoped,  on  this  occafion,  though  the  part  of  the  flate  In  which 
he  refided  was  particularly  affedled,  yet  he  ffiould  not  be  thought  to  advocate 
the  claufe  before  the  Houfe  from  local  motives.  The  fentiments  are  the 
fame  which  he  fhall  hold  on  all  occafions,  let  what  part  of  the  flate  might  be 
fuffering  under  unequal  and  confequently  unjuft  and  oppreflivc  burthens. 

My  worthy  colleague  fays,  that  we  ought  not  to  extend  the  duties  to  fales 
made  in  the  country,  becaufe  no  revenue  can  be  expefted  to  arife  from  them. 
I  muft  join  with  the  gentleman  from  the  city  in  owning  my  expectations  of 
getting  much  from  that  quarter  are  very  fmall.  Yet  it  is  a  matter  of  greac 
confequence  not  to  convey  down  to  the  future  legillatures  a  precedent  for  par¬ 
tial  impofitions,  which  when  once  impofed,  we  find  how  difficult  a  matter  it 
is  to  rid  ourfelves  of. — The  country  gentlemen  will  confider  their  duty  as  le- 
gifiators,  is  not  the  advantage  or  oppreftion  of  a  part,  but  the  general  welfare 
of  the  ftate.  They  are  not  to  confider  what  can  be  raifed  of  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  as  fo  much  faved  in  their  own  pockets.— But  I  hope  no  gentleman 
will  advocate  the  particular  intereft  of  one  part  while  he  negledfs  another. 
No  gentleman,  I  hope,  will  be  found  willing  to  eftabliffi  fo  dangerous  a  pre¬ 
cedent,  and  I  hope  it  is  fufficient  to  do  away  any  oppofition  to  the  prefent 
claufe,  when  it  is  more  than  fuppofition  that  this  city  will  pay  ninety-nine  parts 
out  of  one  hundred  of  all  the  revenue  to  be  raifed  throughout  the  ftate  by  the 
prefent  bill. 

He  alfo  fays,  that  difadvantages  will  flow  from  extending  the  operation  of 
this  bill  to  the  country,  which  thofe  people  have  no  right  to  fuftain. — Why 
did  he  not  go  further  ?  and  fay,  why  the  ftate  ftiould  be  benefited  by  a  law, 
the  inconveniences  of  which  are  only  fuftained  by  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
Southwark,  and  the  Northern-Liberties.  He  contends,  Sir,  that  it  is  a  be¬ 
nefit  to  thefe  citizens,  fo  perhaps  the  proper  regulation  of  auftions  may — but 
he  will  not  contend,  that  it  is  a  benefit  to  us  to  take  away  our  money,  by  fub- 
jecling  the  property  we  fell  to  a  heavy  duty.  But  the  laws  were  not  made? 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city.  I  have  not  the  law  before  me,  but  if  ray  memory 
ferves  me,  it  did  not  take  Its  rife  from  the  caufe  he  afligned.  It  was  at  that 
Mrae  vendue  Tales  were  much  ip  practice,-  and  the  paper-money  depreciating  j 
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oftLo  bin.  The  preamble  goes  furL^Tod  JTrlTyll 

oh'^^he  3- 

plea  to  obtain  an  injuft  law,  for  the  evil  e’xifts  afterThe°“neceffity°h“'''”“  f ’’f 
Perhaps  th.s  law  m,  ht  be  a  benefit  to  the  city,  as  the  Gehtlentai  e  in  f  if 
the  money  was  apphed  to  the  parciciilar  ufe  or  imbrovemenr  f  u  ’ 
But  a,  it  is,. I  defy  any  gentleman  to  point  out  any  advtmage  ft  is'of  TT- 
cit.aens  of  Philadelphia  t  it  is  not  an  advantaee  SbV  T:  !  «  ^ 

them  ;  and  1  muff  form  this  conclufton— thaj  it  originals  '[n  no'g^^nemdj 

tttrn-rr;uT/„Stj':h:^^ 

eentkman.on  this  floor  will  be  induced  to  aft  upon  fLh  ;rlndpfos.-I°ho[^'’ 
5;-  f  '■'■'his  J,  and  let  the 

duttes^be  laid  w,th  equa hty,  nor  longer  fuTer  a  part  to  heir  a  burthen  to  eafe 
the  reft.  A  bad  principle  once  eftablifhed,  will  be  urged  in  future'  and  thd 
fame  principle  would  make  the  city  of  Philadelphia  contribute  the  ’whot'ek? 
pences  of  the  Governtaent_If  this  claufe  is  refufed,  1  will  call  the  Ydas 
and  Nays,  and  enter  my  proteft  againft  a  meafure  ihat  eftabiifhe,  a  baneful' 
precedent,  and  perleveres  in  what  is  much  and  juftly  Complained  of;  ^ “ 

Doff.  Zcgnn  did  hot  thjnk  any  gentleman  was  adluated  bV  a  deftfe  ro  a* 
one  part  of  tlie  State  for  *e  eafe  of  another  .1  this  claufe  w'a:  not  refnfeTwUh' 
the  intention  of  injuring  Philadelphia,  but  why  (hould  the  Koufe  ehaft  laws 

wholly  unneceffary  .=— He  called  upon  the  Advocates  to  Ihew  in  what  nZ 
ner  It  would  benefit  the  city  How  it  would  benefit  the  country  o^rhow  h' 
•would  benefit  the  State— he  denied  both  the  one  and  the  other  ' 

A.latV  tnight  be  made  which  from  the  particular  lituationof  Phliadelolila 

In  relatioh  to  arts  and  commerce,  that  would  be  of  advantage.-  but  to 
be  applied  in  the  country  would  be  uhnecelTary  and  inconvenierit.  He 
i.-.fifted  upon  It,  that  the  firft  vendue  law  was  made  partidularly  to  benefit' 
the  (lioplceepers  and  merchan'ts  ;  for  fuppreffing  thefe  fales,  did  not  fef  A 
the  country.— Were  they  continued,  and  goods  fuffere-d  to  be  Rnt  to  all  aa 
heretofore,  the  country  people  might  purchafe  them  one  hundred  per  cAt 

[ntrams'J^iltbenefitfro^h.^  of  the  city,  and  the  prefe„; 

Mr.  Fit^^fivimons.  The  gentleman  >ho  has  juft  fat  down.  I  apprehend-  ha^ 
hot  attended  to  cheTubjeft  fufficjently,  when  he  denies  the  vendue  laws  have 
benefited  the  State.  Is  a  revenue  of  eight  thoufand  pounds  no  benefit 
That  the  regulation  of  vendues  are  of  advihtage  to  the  city,  I  readily  ad¬ 
mit— and  was  thefe  no  duty  to  be  paid  the  State  on  the  fales;  the  gen’tl<^I 
men  in  the  country  rrtlght  condua:  theirs  how  they  faw  fit.— It  is  not  th^ 
regulation  of  vencfues  we  complain  of  ;  it  is  the  inequality  in  railing  duties 
from  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  from  which  every  other  perfon  is  exo^ 
nerated. 

Mr.  J^^hitehil'l  now  uhderftood  the  fentimeiits  of  the  Gentlemen,  and  it 
appears  that  they  agree  the  city  oUght  not  to  be  otherwife  taxed  than  tht 
other  parts  of  the  State— now,  if  gentlemen  will  come  forward,  and  Ihew  us 
how  they  are  taxed  more  than  the  people  in  the  country,  we  will  hear  them— 
let  them  come  forward,  and  prove  that  they  are  obliged  to  pay  this  tax  of 
which  they  complain  }  if  they  can  do  this;  thcii  it  may  be  proper  to  extend  it— 

but 
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bi!t  If  they  cannot  prove  this,  and  we  can  prove  the  regulation  is  ah  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  city,  in  promoting  virtue,  ana  iupprelling  vice  and  immorality t> 
then  it  may  go  on,  and  we  can  ihew  that  it  is  to  lapport  thefe  people  in 
their  rights  that  the  law  operates.— Uis  well  known  what  number  of  foreigners 
and  other  people  come  here  with  a  redundancy  of  goous  ;  many  ot  them  old 
and  unfaleable,  which  if  it  were  not  for  a  heavy  duty,  tney  might  immediate!) 
fell  to  the  country  people,  and  this  would  be  participating  in  their  advantages, 
without  being  fubiedd  to  the  inconveniences  of  houfe-rent  and  oiner  things 
the  citi^iens  aie.  If  the  tax  was  higher,  the  benent  woula  dill  be  more  ;  and 
W'here  do  thefe  duties  go  to  }  Are  they  not  applied  for  their  benelit  Are  no., 
the  laws  and  regulations  of  government  a  fecurity  to  them  oi  laeir  property  ? 

Is  not  the  benefit  their  own  } 

But,  Sir,  thefe  people  are  hot  obliged  to  pay  tne  tax,  tney  are  noi.  ooliged  to 
fend  their  goods  to  vendue — if  they  chule  to  do  it,  they  know  the  conreqaen-,e . 
but  who  compels  them  }  Are  they  not  left  wholly  to  theii  freedom^  }  If  they 
will  fell  their  goods,  they  know  they  mull  pay  the  duty.  But  if  any  are 
obliged  to  fell,  is  not  the  duty  taken  of  The  lales  by  llieriiTs,  ^or  conftables, 
pay  no  duty  ;  the  adminiflrators  of  the  dead  pay  nothing  ;  fo  tnat  it  is  quite 
v.bluntary.  The  regulations  of  vendues  are  allowed  to  benefit  toe  cit) , 
therefore  ought  to  be  continued  >  bat  the  duty  on  real  edatesit  mig. it  be  propel 
to  remit,  if  it  appeared  that  it  w'as  doing  judice  to  the  inhabitants  cfthe  town. 
However,  as  it  is  wholly  improper  and  unneceilary  to  extend  it  to  the  countr) , 
he,  hoped  the  Houfe  would  not  agree  to  it,  A 

Mr.  Rohinfcn.  The  gentleman  from  Cdmberland  obferves*  thit  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  vendues  is  of  benefit  to  the  city.  Vv'e  admit  that  it  is  ;  when  gentlemen 
do  us  a  favour,  we  are  thankful  ;  but  I  don’t  think  that  gentleman  will  have 
to  appeafe  his  confcience  for  over  much  generofity.  What  have  we  to  do  by 
regulating  audions,  but  to  compel  a  fair  and  equal  proceeding  at  them,  and  to 
fecure  payment  to  fuch  v/ho  place  property  m  the  hands  of  vendue  maders.  - 
So  far  the  Houfe  may  go,  and  we  own  ourfelves  obliged  to  them.  Buj; 
Sir,  can  this  be  effe£led  only  by  laying  a  duty  on  the  Tales  }  I  imagine  tad 
colleaion  of  the  duties  does  not  tend  in  any  manner  to  fecure  or  benefit  the 
perfons  concerned.  Regulate  vendues  upon  the  proper  principles,.  _and  we  do 
not  contend  to  have  them  extended.  Strike  off  the  duty,  for  it  is  unja.  ^ 
if  the  citizens  of  the  date  do  not  bear  an  equal  part  of  the  general  burthen, 
mud  be  an  une.qual  and  eppreffive  tax  upon  the  individual,  who  fudains  an 

accurnui'ated  proportion, ,  v 

The  gentleman  has  obferved,  that  the  people  need  not  pay  this^  tax,  uniCx5 
they  chafe.  But,  Sir,  it  is  the  necefiity  of  the  poor  people^  i  it  is  their  ina-’- 
bilicy  to  obtain  money  for  necelTary  purpofes,  that  fills  places  wit  tne 

goods  and  merchandize,  v/e  fee  daily  felling.  You  hear  it  ai  ,  t  at  ven  ue, 
w’Ul  fell  goods  fifty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  the  (hopkeepers.  Does  not  t  .is 
clearly  prove  it  is  dire  neceffity,  that  obliges  fuch  lacrifice  ?  e  princip.- 

of  impofing  duties  on  goods  fold  by  vendue,  is  unjud,  and  ought  to  oe  re- 
linquidied.  The  revenue  ought  to  be  provided  by  better  and  more  equi  a.  . 
means.— If  the  neceffities  of  the  State  will  not  fuifer  it  to  be  relinqui  e  , 
the  principle  be  extended  generally,  and  let  its  operation  be  equai.  y^ 

I  conceive  it  unjud  and  unequal,  to  impofe  a  burthen  upon  one  part  w 

the  other  is  free  i  and  while  the  burthen  does  fall  upon  that  part  of  ^ 
fommunky,  whole  neceirnies  compel  a  rpeedy,  fale- It  is  unequal  to  ccheft 
a  revenue  from  the  city  particularly, an^d  to  apply  it  to  the  purpofe,  cf  t  e 
generally. 
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'  !  miift  be  clear  to  the  apprehenfion  of  every  perfon  that  thp  n.In 

cL'le^n  wm'maL‘’a%Topt‘'d^  T  ^  I  refl  fully  confident' 

Ilow  that  mav  hp  T  decifion,  whether  to  extend  or-  deftroy  but 

«qui'y  and  the  diftref  ^  principles  of  general 

ptel'eL  Cant  i?  f  nefufe  to  vote  for  the 

ing  any  part  of  the  bill.  °  fupport- 

proper  and  general  regulatlona 
but  declared  iniurfio”  V  ^  acknowledged  to  benefit  the  former, 

if  he  unde  Rood  ‘'’®  i"  “>»  ^  f°r> 

Jedge  extend  expeaed  from  it.  As  far  as  his\„ow- 

is  the  reEulation'of  ve"d^  '“*‘"’8  m.the  counties  ;  nor  indeed 

donr  N  w  mL  n.  1  /  ““^“Tary,  becaule  there  are 

y  fl.ng  and  beneath  the  judgment  of  legillators.  The  quefll  ef^rTu!! 

Tn':  tn'du:: 'T  from  2:4;,;: 

n  of  vendues,  but  barely  whether  we  will  extend  the  law  to  raife  more 

Imn  Tr  r  ?  ''  ■  ''  «tention  of  the  Houfe  m 

employ  themfelves  in  making  fuch  laws.  ' 

yiiiladelrhl^  fh  f  ^  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  the  county  of 

/nd  wfll  ’,b  ‘’i“  “f 'i"l«  benefit  to  the  fllte, 

;f  d  “"'"  bat  the  regulation  of  vendues  is  an  advantage  to  the  city  •  but 
K  dees  not  follow,  that  the  city  ought  to  be  taxed  in  an  ex^t raordlnary  manner^ 
a  convenience  which  would  be  none  to  the  counties.  The  benefit  of  a  re- 
gulation  in  this  parncular,  is,  that  were  vendues  too  numerous,  irmight  g  ve 

M^hTJ  TP'’"''”";:  Rolen  goods,  and  avoiding  deteflion  f  as 

v/ickeH  a™  “"'■"“ay.  It  would  he  an  encouragement  to  the  licentious  and 

This  kind  r"®  P'-opHety  in  providing,  by  regulations  of 

t'  V  '  I-  bappinefs  and  convenience  of  the  people.— It  is  for 

tnefe  tea  ons,  that  we  have  our  ftreets  paved,  lighted,  and  watched  ;  but  we 
are  not  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  to  government  for  this  indulgence— if  we  contri¬ 
bute  enough  to  provide  the  convenience,  it  is  all  that  is  a&ed.— The  fame  ob- 
ervations  may  be  made  on  the  regulation  of  vendues— and  I  aft,  Sir,  does  it 

'  f"r  regulations  that  are  for  our  advantage  .> 

_  If  the  bll.  muft  pafs,  it  (hould  pafs  as  it  Rands.  I  don’t  know  whether  it 
IS  or  ,s  not  an  improvement  upon  the  old,  but  that  may  be  left  to  experience. 

Either  pals  it.  Sir,  or  reject  it  altogether,  with  the  other  laws,  with  which 
the  bunnefs  is  already  encumbered.  » 

Ur.  Fitarjlmmcns  did  not  know  what  he  was  to  underfiand  from  the  uer-le 
man  of  Wellmoreland  (Mr.  FhJrey).  He  admits  it  is  raifing  a  revenue  un- 
equahy,  and  yy  does  not  come  forward  to  eafe  the  people  of  this  unequal 
burthen  i  it  is  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  to  give  fupport  to  equal  ' 
y>n<^  "  “"not  but  be  confiJered  unjufl  and  unequal  for  the  people  of 
Philadelphia  to  be  liable  to  a  tax  on  the  fale  of  real  eflates,  when  the  other 
pairs  of  the  Rate  are  encumbered  with  none,— It  is  unfair  and  unjufl  in  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  make  them  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Rate,  when  thev  re- 

r  i  It  IS  impoRible  a  principle  fo  dlRioneR  fliould  be  advo¬ 

cated  or  fupported  m  the  legiflature  ol  Pennfylvania.  If  it  is— the  people  have 
a  right  to  come  forward  and  fay,  if  the  principle  upon  which  we  arc  taxed  is 
not  extended,  or  difcontinued.  we  will  not  fuffer  it.— At  the  time  the  duty 
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\\is  laid  on  vendue  fales,  It  was  not  fo  hard  upon  the  people,  becaufe  it  was 
not  'common  for  them  to  make  Tales  by  fuch  means,  but  that  time  is  paTl,  and 
.the  opprefllon  Hill  continues.  This  clauTe,  though  it  wiU-mot  remove  an  in¬ 
convenience,  yet  it  will  remove  the  juft  complamts  of  the  citizens,  nor  will  it 
throw  difficulties  into  the  way  of  the  country  people.— If,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Weftmoreland  fays,  there  are  no  public  fales,  it  can  occafion  no  incon¬ 
venience— but  if  there  are,  they  furely  ought  to  pay  as  wdl  as  the  city.  ^ 

Mr.  Findley  could  not  fee  why  the  gentleman  thought  it  diffioneft  in  him  to 
oppofe  the  claufe. — Vv"e  only  differ  in  opinion:  I  laid  it  was  improper,  be- 
caufe  there  was  no  objea— he  fuppoles  there  is  an  objedf.  Now,  fo  far  as 
my  own  obfervation  goe  ,  I  never  knew  a  real  eftate  to  be  fold  by  vendue  vo¬ 
luntary..  Sheriffs  Tales  I  know  are  too  frequent  ;  but  fales  that  would  pay 
the  duties  impofed  by  the  law  I  know  of  none.  N^ow  is  it  diffioneft  in  ms 
not  to  m.ake  a  law  for  what  I  know  does  not  eitift  }  Doubtlefs  thofe  who  think 
it  will  raile  a  revenue,  w’ill  vote  for  it  »  but,  I  do  not  think  it  will.'  -If  ven¬ 
dues  do  exift  in  the  country,  let  it  be  adopted,  but  not  if  it  is  neediefs  and 
unneceffary. 

Mr.  Whitehill. — The  gentlemen  feem  to  fupport  this  point,  that  all  the  reve¬ 
nue  is  raifed  from  Philadelphia,  and  they  draw  a  conclufion  that  it  is  paid  by  them 
only;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe,  as  we  can  make  appear. — Is  there  not  land  in 
other  parts  cf  the  ftate  fold  at  vendue  in  the  city  ^  Now,  if  this  is  the  cate, 
how  does  it  ftand  that  they  pay  all  the  duLy.^  It  Is  faid  alfo,  that  people  fell 
here  lands  that  lie  in  other  ftates  ;  if  fo,  do  the  citizens  pay  all.^ — Surely  no. 

' — And  if  fuch  foreigners  come  among  us,  is  it  not  right  that  they  ffiould  pay 

a  [juty  > - Now,  if  a  like  lav/  was  to  take  place  in  the  country,  the  people 

there  would  be  fubjedled  to  many  inconveniencies  the  citizens  are  not. — If  a 
man  wants  to  fell  his  real  eftate,  he  will  have  to  travel  forty  or  fifty,  nay  one 
hundred  miles  to  get  a  licence,  v/hen  here  it  is  at  his  door  ;  and  when  done 
there,  it  is  but  for  a  temporary  purpofe,  and  finilhed  In  a  day  or  two.  This 
Vv’ill  furely  be  a  great  inconvenience. 

{It  was  here  Mr  Whitehill  moved  for  a  divinon  of  che  claufe,  and  an  expla¬ 
nation  took  place,  from  which  It  appeared,  he  had  miftaken  the  fedtion  under 
confideration.) 

Mr.  D .  Clymer  had  been  abfent  during  the  argument,  and  did  not  under- 
ftand  what  the  queftion  was  ;  but  he  v/ould  eppofe  fuch  regulations  alto¬ 
gether,  as  monopolies,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  freedom  of  republics. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  was  oppofed  to  partial  taxation,  and  ffiould  therefore  vote 
for  the  claufe. 

The  queftion  was  put  on  extending  the  duties,  &c.  to  the  counties,  and 
negatived  by  a  very  great  majority. 

Mr.  Robiiijon  now  m.oved  to  poftpone  the  bill,  in  order  to  introduce  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolution,  and  was  feconded  by  Mr.  G,  Clymer. 

Whereas  the  adts  of  affembly  now  in  force  for  regulating  audllons  and  ven¬ 
dues,  appear  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  commerce,  and  of  this  free 
government,  and  are  confined  in  their  operation  merely  to  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  the  adjoining  diftiidf  of  Southwark,  and  the  townfliip  of  the  Nor¬ 
thern-Liberties,  whereby  the  inhabitants,  thereof  are  made  to  pay  a  tax  to 
which  the  inhabitants  of  other  parts  of  the  ftate  are  not  liable;  which  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  rule  of  perfedf  equality,  which  ffiould  be  obferved  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  in  the  impofiticn  of  taxes. 

Therefore  refolvad,  That  a  coA-imittee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
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repealing  fo  much  of  the  feveral  a61s  of  afiembly  for  the  regulation  of  aur!ir- 
ons  or  public  vendues,  as  relate  to  fach  auctions  or  vendues. 

After  V/hich  a  defultory  converfation  arofc,  when  lAv .  Fit^^ftmmons ^  Mr.  Cly~ 
incr,  and  Mr.  Rohinjon,  declared  themfelves  againft  proceeding  in  a  bill,  that, 
after  the  lofs  of  the  lah  claufe,  was  fo  unjafl.  Mr.  IVkitehitl  thought  it  befl 
to  go  through  v^ith  it,  and  the  two  following  claufes  v;ere  agreed  to. — 

And  be  it  further  enadled  by  the  authority  afcrefaid.  That  no  licence  fhall 
be  granted  or  renewed  to  any  perfon,  authorifing  hirn  to  fell  goods  or  other 
property,  by  public  auction  or  vendue,  within  the  faid  city,  diftridl  of 
Southwark,  townlhip  of  the  Northern- Liberties,  or  any  Coiinties  in  this  flate, 
until  fuch  perfon  iLall  have  paid  into  the  treafury  of  the  ftate,  the  fum  of  one 
hundred  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enadted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  every  audlioneer 
•who  fhali  be  appointed  under  this  adt  (except  audlicneers  for  the  fale  of  books 
only)  lhall  and  hereby  is  empowered  to  demand  and  receive  two  pounds  per 
centum,  of  the  grofs  amount  of  the  Tales  by  him  made  in  purfuance  of  this 
adf,  for  the  ufe  of  the  commonv/ealth,  and  fhall  pay  over  the  fame  to  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  ftate  once  in  every  three  months,  abd  fhall  alfo  account  on  oata 
or  affirmation,  to  the  comptroller  general,  once  within  every  three  months, 
or  ofcener,  if  by  him  called  upon  for  fucH  purpofe,  for  all  furhs  cf  money 
received,  or  which  by  this  adf  he  ought  to  receive  for  the  ufe  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth  ;  and  if  any  fuch  audfioneer  ffiall  fail,  or  negledl  fo  to  pay  or  ac¬ 
count,  he  fhall  be  difcharged  from  his  office  by  the  prefident,  or  in  his  ab- 
fence  by  the  vice-prefident  in  council,  and  his  bond  fhail  be  put  in  fuic. 

Mr.  Whitehill  obferved,  there  feemed  to  be  a  good  deal  of  uneafinefs  d- 
mong  the  gentlemen  on  this  fubjedt,  and  as  the  ufual  time  cf  adjourning  was 
come  he  would  move  a  poftponement,  in  hopes  of  rfieeting  in  better  temper 
on  Monday. - Whereupon  the  bill  was  unanimoufly  poftponed,  and  the 

Houfc  adjourned. 

Monday,  Scptemher  2.4,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  was  prefented  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  of  Germdrt- 
town,  as  follows  : 

To  the  honorable  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  commonwealth  of 

Pennfylvania  in  General  Affembly  met,  the  petition  and  declaration  of  the 

inhabitants  of  Germantown, 

Refped fully  Jhe^etb, 

THAT  your  Petitioners  have  feen  with  great  pleafurfe,  the  propofed  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  United  States,  and  as  they  conceive  it  to  be  wifely  talculatM 
to  form  a  perfea  union  of  the  Stales,  as  w^ell  as  to  fecure  to  themfelves  and 
pofterity  the  bleftings  of  peace,  liberty  and  fafety,  they  have  taken  this  method 
of  cxpreftiog  their  earneft  defires  that  the  faid  Conftitution  may  be  adopted  as 
fpeedily  as  poftible  by  the  State  of  Pennfylvania  in  the  riianner  recommended 
by  the  refolution  of  the  late  honorable  Convention. 

Which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Petitions  from  four  hundred  and  twenty  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  North¬ 
ampton,  praying  a  fufpenfion  of  the  law  palTed  the  laft  feftlon  for  quieting  the 
Conneaicut  claimants,  was  read  and  referred  to  a  committee  appointed  on 
fimilar  petitions. 

A  petition  for  opening  a  road  from  Sundbury  to  PItffiurg,  was  read  and 
ordered  to  He  on  the  table,  ^  P®"' 
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A  petttiOD  from  WHlkm  M‘Dowell,  late  a  fergeant  In  the  arnif ;  praying  a 
cotnpenfatlon  for  his  fervies— Referred  to  the  eomraittee  of  claims. 

The  bill  for  eredling  York-town  into  a  borough,  was  brought  in  engrofledj> 
compared  at  the  table,  and  enad^e-d  into  a  law  i  as  was  the  bill  to  incorporate 
and  endow  an  academy  in  the  town  of  Walhington. 

Mr.  Findley  moved,  that  the  Houfe  would  dire^dl  one  thoufand  copies  in 
EngHfh,  and  live  hundred  copies  in  German,  of  “  the  Conhitution  agreed  to 
in  Convention,  for  the  government  of  the  United' Statos,’*  to  be  printed  and 
dillributed  among  the  citizen  -  of  Pennfylvania, 

Mr.  BrxLckenrid^  would  add  to  the  mettouj  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
ta  engage  a  proper  perfoh  tb  tranflate  the  Plan  into  the  German  language  ;‘e±* 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  Meffrs.  Will,  Hiihley  and  Kreemer,  were  appointed. 

'The  petition  from  M.  Rberley  read  a  firft  time,  September  the  t^th,  was 
now  read  a  fecond  lime^  and  referred  to  the  ebmmittee  of  claims. 

Adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Septtmbkr  zg,  A.  M.  , 

't'he  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  Robert  Ewes,  an  infolvent  debtor,  confined  in  the  gaol  of 
this*  city,  was  read,  and  referred  t-o  the  committee  on  fimilar- petitions. 

Mr.  f'FkttebiH  thinking  the  Number,  ordered  yelictday  to  be  puhlifhed,  of 
the  plaji  of  the  federal  government,  is  too  fmsll,  he  moved  to  add  two  thou- 
fand  more  to  that  motion. 

Mr.  Brapkenrii^^  obferved,  that  this  paper  had  been  publifiied  in  all  the  ga¬ 
zettes,  as  well  as  in  hand-bills  ;  from  which  he  concluded,  that  the  number  0/ 
fifteen  hundred,  ordered  yefterday^wouid  be  enough  to  convey  the  information 
gener-aily  through  the  State;  as  it  was  alfo  probable,  that  it  would  be  reprint¬ 
ed  in  the  gazettes  at  Pitlbur^  and  Carlifle.  He  obferved,  that  the  Confti- 
-tion  and  flatement  of  the  Comptroller;  printed  for  the  purpofe  of  being  diftri- 
buted  through  the  State,  were  not  the  more  generally  fpread-^^ras  fuch  orders 
of  the  Hoiife  did  not  accomplifh  cH^ir  obje-<^;  he  was  of  opinion  it  would  b0 
as  well  to  keep  the  money  in  the  treafuryk 

Mf;  Whitthi'ht  contended,  that  the  circiilatlon  of  newfpaper-s  was  biit  fraall*’ 
And  not  adequate  to  c-oavey  that  full  information  which  the  prefeat  fubjeia 
q^uired. 

The  fouthwefl  part  of^  Cheftef  County  and  Lancafier  county,  he  thought 
were  hitherto  unacquainted  with  the  fefult  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  the  newfpaper  in  Carlifle  may  cireulat©  it  in  Cumberland  county,  hue 
Northampton,  Northumberland,  and  the  other  back  counties  can  know  no¬ 
thing  of  it.  He  was  for  faving  the  public  money,  as  much  as  any  Member  t 
butwvfhed  to  give  the  people  an  opportunity  of  thinking  for  themfelves  on 
£h  is  important  fubjeif.  Keeping  money  in  the  treafury,  does  not  give  in  Co  t- 
Kiation  to  the  people,  which,  at  this  time,  is  fb  extremely  neceffary. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  moved  te  ameud  the  motion,  by  adding  a  thoufand  copies  ift 
Glcrmtn  i  whereupon, 

It  was  ordered  “  that  two  thoufand  copies  in  Efiglifh  and  one  thoufand  in 
German,  be  printed  in  additioBi” 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  took  into  confideratian  the  bill 
entituled  “  A  fupplement  to  an  a£l  of  General  Affcmbly,  cntituled  An  Aft 
for  erefting  the  fouthern  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  into  the  diftrift  of 
-Southwark,  fof  making  the  Greets  and  roads  already  laid  out  therein  public 
roads  and  highways,  and  for  regulating  fuch  other  rtreets  and  roads,  as-^  the 
inhabitants  thereof  may  hareaftcr  lay  out,  and  for  other  ufe?  and  purpofes 
therein  mentioned.”  ^  P  The 
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.  The  feveral  petitions  on„tii*s^^fabje'(!!:  were  read  over.  That  petition  op- 
poling  the  bill  ftated  that  they -had  notljeen  able  to  obtain  copies  of  this  law  by 
the  proper  channel.  In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  Robinfon  obferved,  that  it  had  been 
printed  in  Bradford’s  paper  of  July  the  7th,  and  the  other  bill  of  which  they 
complained,  was  printed  in  the  one  of  March  the  7th,  preceding. 

Mr.  Whitebill  thought  it  was  improper  to  go  through  with  the  bill  this 
feflion,  but  he  would  proceed  in  it  lo  far  as  to  fee  what  amendments  the 
Gentleman  had  to  propefe. 

Mr.  Robinfon.  After  prefenting  the  petiticn  againfl  the  bill  in  this  feffion,  a 
fneeting  was  called  and  held  at  the  diftri^l  of  Southwark,  at  which  I  attended, 
and  there  appeared  a  lingular  anxiety  in  the  people  to  have  it  gone  through 
this  prefent  felTion.  Among  other  objedls  it  was  propofed,  that  five  out  of 
the  ten  pel  Tons  (whofe  names  he  read)  fliould  be  placed  in  the  blank  of  the 
firft  claufe.  (It  here  appeared  that  he  had  miflaken  the  bill.) 

The  firft  feclion  of  the  bill  was  now  agreed  to  without  debate  5  and  on 
confidering  the  fecond;  which  was  meant  to  preven  t  pumps  already  hxed  ia 
the  Greets  from  being  negleded,  and  fuffered  to  be  out  of  repair,  and  en¬ 
abling  the  fupervifors  to  p^y  annually  a  fmall  fum  to  thofe  who  had  fixed  them 
for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  them  in  good  order,  and  impoling a  fine  upon  thofe 
who  fhould  moleft,  or  hinder  any  perfon  from  getting  water  thcrefromi  alfo,  al¬ 
lowing  a  fmall  compenfation  to  thofe  who  kept  pumps  in  any  private  yard  or 
place  to  which  accef*  may  be  had  in  cafe  of  fire. 

Mr.  IVhitehill  objedfed  to  the  claufe,'  and  thought  it  extremely  hard,  that 
individuals  who  had  ereded  pumps,  or  funk  wells  for  their  own  uf^e,  fhould  be 
obliged  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  public,  without  the  leaft  fatisfadion  or  com- 
penfation.  If  the  public  receive  a  benefit  by  this  regulation,  let  them  pay 
what  they  take  from  the  private  property  of  the  individual.  The  principle  is 
unjuft,  and  I  fhall  be  againft  the  claufe.  What,  take  away  people’s  property, 
.without  making  fatisfadion  or  compenfation,  and  fine  them  too,  for  a  ne- 
g^ed  of  what  is  their  own.  What,  if  a  perfon  is  obliged  to  leave  his  houfe, 
and  that  may  be  frequently  the  cafe,  for  that  part  of  the  town  is  going  to  de- 
.Rrudion  d?ily  ;  then  to  pretend  to  mak«  them  liable  to  a  fine,  for  what  they 
creded  for  their  own  private  ufe,  if  we  confider  of  it,  it  does  appear  to  me, 
out  of  the  way  of  all  rule  of  right. 

Mr!  Fitz.fmmDns.  The  member  from  Cumberland,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  believe 
nnderflands  a  great  many  things,  at  leaf!  he  pretends  o;  but  what  he  takes 
umbrage  at  here,  he  is  totally  mifiaken  in.  When  a  man  fets  a  pump  in  a 
llreet  or  lane  of  this  city,-  can  it  be  for  his  own  exelufive  and  private  ufe  }  No, 
Sir,  he  cannot  do  it.  If  he  choofes  to  be  at  the  expence  of  having  one  fet 
to  fuit  his  own  convenience,  and  puts  it  in  the  fireet,  he  takes  the  property  of 
the  public,  and  he  ought  to  pay  for  it  :  but  if  it  Jhould  remain  ufeiefs,  not 
only  for  himfelf,  but  neighbours,  what  does  the  ad  provide?  Why,  that  the 
fupervifors  fhould  put  it  in  repair.  If  the  pump  (lands  on  his  own  ground,  he 
has  not  only  an  exelufive  ufe,  but  alfo  an  allowance  of  feven  fkillings  and  fix 
pence  toward  maintaining  it  in  good  order. 

It  is  almofl  the  univerfal  pradicc  with  people  who  fink  wells  and  ered 
pumps  for  their  own  convenience  near  their  houfes  in  the  fireets,  to  get  the' 
commifTioners  as  foon  as  poflTible  to  take  them  off  their  hands  ;  and  I  will  en¬ 
gage  that  not  an  individual  will  complain  of  injuftice  or  oppreffion  in  giving  up 
the  management  of  fuch  pump,  and  receiving  the  money  from  the  public  that 
they  have  laid  out  on  the  famcr 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Rehtnfcn  obferved  that  the  petitions  againft  the  bill  did  not  objed  to  th'? 
part,  fo  far  from  it,  that  he  did  not  think  there  was  an  individual  but  would 
be  glad  to  part  with  the  pump  he  had  placed  in  any  ftreet  upon  the  firft  inti¬ 
mation  that  it  would  be  received  t  the  law  goes  to  allow  thofc  who  have  fuch. 
thirty  (hillings  annually  toward  keeping  them  in  order.  However,  though  ant 
alteration  was  not  neceffary  as  fuppofed  by  the  member  from  Cumberland, 
yet  I  was  defired  to  move  llriklng  out  that  part  which  allows  feven  (hillings 
and  fix  pence  to  gentlemen  who  maintain  pumps  in  their  yards,  as  they  would 
hardly  receive  fuch  coropenfation  for  what  was  for  their  own  convenience,  and 
of  no  ufe  to  the  public  but  at  fires,  when  their  humanity  would  gladly  contrr 
bute  fuch  and  greater  affifianee.. 

The  claufe  was  altered  as  propofed  by  Mr.  Bobmfcn^  and  pafled,  as  well  as 
the  feveral  that  followed,  until  the  feventh,  which  provides  for  affefling  and 
laying  a  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  and  landed  eftate  within  the  difiria,  in  order 
to  defray  the  expence  of  carrying  this  law  into  execution. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  it  an  important  article  and  deferving  confideration 

how  far  the  whole  diftridl  (hould  c®ntribute  toward  the  improvement  of  a  part, 
by  pitching,  paving,  lighting,  &c.  This  place  was  pretty  extend ve,  and  it 
was  but  a  fmall  part,  he  apprehended,  in  which  the  regulations  would  be 
made  the  more  difiant  parts  would  derive  little  benefit. 

The  genclernan  from  the  county  had  faid  a  very  great  unanimity  prevailed 
at  the  rheeting  held  on  this  fubjeil-  :  he  would  be  glad  to  know  if  that  unanr 
fnity  extended  to  this  claufe  by  w'hich  the  taxes  are  made  general,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  being  local. 

Mr.  Robtnjen  had  Tome  amendrnents  to  offer  to  the  bill,  but  none  to  this 
claufe.  With  refpea;  to  the  objeaions  (fated  by  the  gentleman  from  the  city, 
he  would  obferve,'  that  though  the  benefit  did  not  immediately  extend  fo  as  to 
be  felt  In  the  roiithernmoft  extreme  of  the  diffria,  yet  at  a  future  day  they 
would  receive  it  in  turn  when  it  became  more  populous.  The  gentleman’s 
argument  would  alfo  lie  againlf  the  praiSfice  of  the  city  with  refpedf  to  the 
vacant  ground  on  the  Co'mnhons :  they  had  applied  for  an  exoneration  to  this 
Houfe,  but  were  refafed  :  if  it  is  equitable  in  one  cafe,  it  muft  be  fo  in  the 
other;  nor  could  it  be  knov/n  how  to  run  the  lines  of  the  ditfridf  fo  as  to 
make  it  take  in  every  man’s  houfe  and  exclude  his  vacant  lot.  It  appears 
altogether  ■Irnpraffi'cable  to  include  what  part  fhould  meet  the  gentlemen’s 
idea,  and  refufe' th«  other. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  did  not  know  either,  how  the  lines  ought  to  run,  but  it 
(hould  be  attempted.  With  refpedt  to  the  owners  of  the  out-lots  of  the  city, 
he  knew  they  had  applied  for  the  exoneration  mentioned,  but  how  were  they 
anfwered.  They  purchafed  thbfe  unimproved  lot#  under  the  confideration 
of  paying  fuch  taxes,  and  got  them  in  confequence  at  an  inferior  price.  But 
•thefe  lands  were  obtained  under  lio  fuch  imprelfion,  and  the  property  will  be 
affedled  by  this  law,  which  cannot  Be  benefitted  until  our  affairs  receive  a  new 
and  favorable  turn.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt,  if  half  the  property  that  is 
to  contribute  to  the  expence  of  improvement  will' receive  any  advantage— -I 
fav,  in  twenty  years,  or  in  the  courfe  of  out  lives,  if  our  affairs  continue  in 
their  prefent  fituation.  However,  I  allow  the  petitioneVs  ought  to  be  better 
acquainted  wi;h  their  own  intentions,  but'k  occurs  to  me  an  improper  meafure, 
and  I  think  the  objeclions  have  not  been  fatisfadlorily  anfwered  yet. 

Mr.  Rohinfon  did  not  know  how  it  would  be  very  unequal,  for  though  there 
forae  part  that  mufl  contribute,  whofe  advantage  might  be  iefs  thaA 
*  -■  -  •  Qthe  I 
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Others^  yet  at  a  remote  day  it  m%ht  be  fpperior.  The  extent  of  the  whole 
diftrift  was  but  Imail  j  about  a  mile  one  way,  and  half  a  quarter  another, 
teing  only  from  the  Delaware  to  PalTyunk  road,  near  the  Play-Houfe,  mak¬ 
ing  in  all  about  one-third  of  afquaremile.  or  not  fo  much  as  a  half;  fothat 
3a  cannot  aftedt  fuch  a  great  deal  Qf  property,  but  what  muff,  in  fome  degree, 
derive  almoft  immediate  benefit. 

Mr.  £>.  Clymer.  This  meafure,  Vix.  speaker ^  appears  to  'me  to  be  part  of 
n  public  nature,  and  patt  of  a  private  nature  :  it  i?  fo  far  public,  as  its  regu¬ 
lations  B  ay  benefit  the  city  or  county  ;  and  fo  far  private,  as  refpedts  the 
taxes  or  contributions  to  be  made  by  individuals  who  are  netbenefitted  by  It, 
Thefe  taxes  Will,  no  doubt,  bear  heavy  upon  thofe,  v/ho,  by  Jiving  at  the 
Temote  end  of  the  diliridj,  participate  but ‘little  in  advantages  of  having  the 
ftreeu  pitched  and  paved  ;  therefore  I  would  move,  as  the  bill  Teems  to  be 
but  in  an  fmperfedl  ftate,  that  it  (hould  be  poftponed?  I  would  jult  mention 
another  ttiing.  Sir,  that  is,  the  people  can  receive  no  injury  by  the  delay  ; 
for  as  the  feafon  of  the  year  is  almoft  over,  in  which  the  regulations  mu-ft  be 
made,  there  will  be  time-  enough  to  enadt  it  th®'  feco-nd  feflion  of  the  next 
Houfe,  if  it  is  determined  to  be  neceffary.  '  ^  '  * 

Mr.  FiufimmsHs  believed  it  was  not  -neceffary  to  ..po.apone  the  bill.  The 
people  who  had  applied  for  it,  were  thofe' who  are.to  b?  benefitted  by  the 
meafure,  and  they-  are  undoubtedly  proper  judges  to  decide  what  will  bed 
elfedt  this  purpofe.*— Mow,  they  have  had  fall  and  fair  opportunity  to  exa¬ 
mine,  if  the  prefent  bill  would  accompliih  this-.  "  Mo  objedtions'  have  been 
Ifated  ;  but  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  perfohs  co^nceraed,  you  learn  they 
were  unanimous  in  defiring  the  'bill  to  pafs.  ■  It  will  he  extremely  hard.  Sir; 
to  prevent  thofe  improvements,  which  will  tend  to  make  that  did ridf  more 
valuable;  and  it  will  be  hard  to  withhold  thofe  r^ulations,  which  are 
to  benefit  themfelves.  without  irfjury  to  any.'  t  The  .petitions  Ihew  clearly  how 
fotisfied  they  are  with  the  meafure.— But,  Sir,  I  think  the  objedlions  made 
by  my^  colleague,  are  obje^ions  that  have -feme  weight  ihitbem.— I  believe 
thereds  foiiie  part  of  the  property,  which  will  be  taxed,  that  will  not  be  be¬ 
nefited  Idur’ing  our  lives,  and  feme  part  of  the  Toad  vviU  not  be  irhproved  equal 
with  the  other  ;  but  I  fuppofe,  as  thefe  people  pay  the  money  lot  fuch  improve-^ 
itients,  they  will  be  attentive  that  it  is  laid'  out  in  as  equal  a  manner  kspofifi- 
'I  remember  the  beft  reafon  that  was  urged  again  ft -allowing  the  petition 
jprefented  by  the  *  owners  ‘  of  unimproved  city  lots, -to -be'  exonerated v  from 
the  payment  of  lamp  and  watch  tax,  was,  th'at  they  p.urchafed-  under  the 
idea,  that  they  would  .have  to  pay  fuch  chai;ge  ;  and  1  am  aware,  that  it  doea 
tiot  apply  here.— But  as  I  am  wholly  difinterefted,  I  Would  wifli  to  have  the 
people  accommodated  with  ufeful  regulations  by 'the  eafieft  and  beft  -mode  in 
5ur  power,  when  I  know  that  it  is, generally  their  earneft  defire,  that  (he  law 
ftould  be  paft  this  feflion  .;  I  cannot  confent  to  defer  it.— If  feme  reftriaions 
©n  this  elaufe-are  admitted,  •]  fuppofe  the  bill  may  be  made  agreeable  to  all. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  thought  with  Mr.  Fltzjtmmons,  it  Would  be  hard  to  debar 
the  people  in  Southwark  drom  the  benefits  intended  them  by  the  bill  ;  but  he 
thought  the  expence  of  procuring  them  ought  to  be  confined  to  thofe  who  reap 
the  advantages.  There  are  people  who  benefit  b.y  the  Jaw,  and  there  are  o- 
|:hers  who  cannot,  and  there  are  owners  of  vacant  lands  thafrefide  in  the  ci¬ 
ty,  who  have  not  been  confulted  on  the  fubjedf.  d  fuppofe  nine- out  of  ten  of 
«hem.  For  my  own  part,  though  I  am  intetefted,  I  never  attended  to  the 
nor  ohfemd  th«  eifiedt  of  this'clattfie  in  the  bill  until  now.  There 
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flnuft  be  many  others,  who  are  entirely  unacquainted  with  it,  and  I  orfy 
'|[ome  fmall  delay  may  be  made,  until  amendments  are  iprcparcd. 

Mr.  Findli^y. — This  is  one  ofthofe  cafes,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  the  -Houfc 
cannot  decide  upon,  without  a  peifedi  knowledge  of  the  peoples -fituatitm.. 
.The  Houfe  may  know  I'omething  of  this  bufinefs  from  it*  vicinity  to  the  city 
— i  mean-^the  members  may  know  fomething,  but  not  the  major  part  <?f 
them.  I  apprehend  this  meafure  mull  have  been  taken  up  on  the 'fame  princi¬ 
ples  as  the  petition  from  the  proprietors  of  unimproved  ianda  mthe  ncighhonT- 
hood  of  th.e  city  j  and  I  know  no  reafon  could  juftify  the  Houl«  in  refulit^ 
that  .petition,  hut  that  they  had  bought  them  under  the  condition  of  paymj^ 
fuch  taxes  ;  but  furely,  Sir*,  v;hen  we  begin  to  regulate  in  this  manmet,  we 
.Ihould  not  fu^'jedl  them  to  the  fame  inconveniences.  The  gentlemaii  frodi 
the  county  of  Philadelphia  fays,  that  the  people  in  the  diflri^  have  heen  ctjci- 
fuked,  and  the  majority  of  them  have  agreed  to  the  meafure.  Why,,  I  fup- 
pofe,  the  generality  of  the'peopje  have  an  advantage,,  for  we  kfto’W,  that  the 
majority  live  in  the  mod  improved  part ;  but,  I  believe,  it'  wi|l -be  found  that 
Xeveral,  who  own  no  inconliderable  property  either,  are  ,npt  agreed  » 
however  few  their  number,  they  ought  to  have  juflice  done ‘them.  Whets 
the  queflion  refpedts  a  general  law,  equal  in  its  operation  and  advantages, 
the  Houfe  cannot  hefitate  ;  but  when  we*  are  about  to  take  the  property  even 
of  one  man  to  accommodate  his  neighbours,  I  fhould  have  hefitatom  *  or'  tt 
fxae  man  had  an  o  jeCiion,  I  fhould  think  it  right  to  fufpend  my  qudgraeot* 
until  I  was  afifured  he  could  not  receive  an  injury.  The  Houfe  might  'go 
no  doubt,  in  this  meafure,  but  whether  it  would' confift  wkh  their  ^ 
determine  without  full  inforraadou,  he  could  not  fo  readily  fay.'*  The 

g;entleman  acknowledges,  that  alteration-s  and  amendments  are  necs'flary.-"-r 
Can  we  then  go  into  it  with  judgment.^  Regulations  that  aiFa£t  .pr!v;ate  pil>^ 
property,  ought  to.be  gone  into  deliberately.  They  have  remained  a  lou^ 
time  without  thefe,  and  the  feafen  w  far  advanced,  fo  that  I  fee  no  injury 
Trom  the  poftponement. 

Mr.  Robinfon  could  not  fee  the  neceflity  of  pp^ponement,  or svjthat further 
information  the  Houfe  could  expeifl  from  the  people.  He  did  .trot -find  in*the 
4)etiLion  that  was  prefenred  againfl  the  bill,  that  the  people  had  made  a 
objedlion  to  what  had  been  oppofed  in  the  Houfe.  To  thk  poinx  they  had  not 
thought  of  making  any. 

And  when  it  is  confidered  that  thofe  parts  ef  the  diftridl  lhat  demk  Teoewe 
material  and  immediate  benefit,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  receive  none.* 
and  if  we  go  deeper  into  the  fubjedf,  we  {hall  find  this  objedion  vanife. 
.Where  regulations  are  made  to  improve  a  part,  its  environs  increafe In  value ; 
and  as  it  approaches  the  extremity,  it  is  clearly  feen,  that 'die  benefits  become 
reciprocal.  When  we  extend  this  regulation  to  the  roads,  will  a  gentlerniBi 
,fay,  the  unimproved  lots  will  acquire  no  value.  Is  it  not  of  e:qual  value*t» 
ihe  expence  which  they  contribute,  and  far  greater  than  the  tax,  thafthey 
are  enabled  to  carry  off  their  produce  with  facility.  For  it  mud  be -cotifider- 
-ed,  that  the  inapraved  part  of  the  dlftriiSl  will  pay  nine-tenths  of  the  whole 
expen^,  and  as  improvement,  if  difproportioned,  encreafes,  fio  does  their 
fhare  bf  the  tax.— But,  jSir,  there  are  gentlemen  who  hold  .unimprovetf  eT- 
tates,  who  approve  the  meafure,  and  I ;couId  point  out  the  names  of  Teveral, 
if  my  nvemary  does  not  deceive  mc^i  ihoit  the  petition  is  miffing  from  your  hies. 
They  think,  and  I  think  yudly,  that  everyrimprovemeiTt  in  iSrouthwark  tends 
£0  eucre^fc  the  value  of  the  whpl^  difttifl,  and  proporriurratefy  property 
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approved  only,  by  the  perfons  refiding  in  that  4iP. 
•  everal  gentlemen  non-refidents  attended  the  meeting  and ’cFTear- 
th  which  they  expeft’an  advantage,  and  fee 

their  intereft  in  having  this  regulation. 

obfervation  upon  what  had  been  Paid  by 
Philadelphia.  He  thinks  the  wh-de  people 
^  ti.e  di  tna  are  to  be  taxed,  whether  they  benefit  by  the  regulation  or  not. 

J^ey  have  the  privilege  of  declininig  payment  of  fuch  impchtf* 
Zn  ought  not  to  leffen  their  rights,  even  for  the  accommoda- 

,  ^  A'  ^  P®  without  making  a  leftitution. — It  is  well  known  to  be 

e  pra  ice  o  England,  to  recompence  for  every  privilege  it  is  neceflfary  for 
^  ument  to  alTume.-  In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  It  was  a  cuftom  amorig  fome  of  the  moll  northern  chieftains  in  Scotland . 
exerci  e  the  power  of  judging  and  punifhing  in  their  clans,  and  have  even 
2nd  quartered  fome  of  the  miferable  wretches  whom  they  exr 
erciled  this  prerogative  over,  without  fufFerine  the  lead  appeal  to  the  law  of 

,  ^  ^  exercifed  in  that  government,  and  was  not 

bridg^ed^'"''^^  ^  recompence  was  made  the  chieftain,  whofe  power  they  a- 

Here  ^ re  Pome  perfons  come  forward,  and  tell  you  now,  Sir,  that  they  wifi 
injure  >y  the  bill  ;  that  the  regulation  is  unnecelTary,  and  their  property 
wi  e  taken  away.  It  will  be  a/ked,  how  is  it  taken  away"? — Not  by  wred- 
ng  t  e  edate  from  their  hands,  but  by  laying  an  incumbrance  oh  it,  that  de- 
creales  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the  premifes.  It  is  a  mortgage.  Sir.  from 
w  ich  the  edate  connot  be  exonerated.  I  fay,  Sir,  it  is  never  kndwh  in  a  free 
government,  that  one  perfon’s  property  is  injured  to  benefit  others  or  the 
Rate,  unlefs  a  recompence  is  allowed  equal  to  damage.  Let  the  airelTments 
and  levies  be  laid  upon  thofe  only,  who  are  to  be  benefited.— It  has  been  faid, 
that  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  take  notice  of  the  applications  of  the  people'; 

ut.  Sir,  I  never  qan  confent  to  a  raeafure  that  mud  injure  their  rights.— 
If  it  drikes  any  member  in  this  light,  I  believe  it  is  his  duty  to  difagree. 

In  carrying  this  bill  into  efFedV,  it  may  be  imagined  right  to  run  a  road 
through  a  piece  of  land  that  may  greatly  injure  it;  and  the  only  benefit  the 
proprietor  can  derive,  is  to  carry  with  more  eafe  his  property  to  market. — 
This  advantage  can  be  *but  fmall  ;  for  in  that  didricSt  the  roads  are,  at  pre‘- 
fent,  very  numerous  »  fo  that  encreafing  the  means  of  conveyance,  is  quire 
out  of  the  quedion. — The  objedlibn  taken  againd  this  ciaufe  is,  Sir,  that  yoli 
lay  a  tax  upon  ihe  people  to  fupport  regulations,  by  which  they  cannot  be  be¬ 
nefited  and  it  is  but  jud  to  delay  the  meafure,  until  the  people  come  for¬ 
ward,  and  date  their  objedlions,  either  by  council  at  the  bar  of  this  Houfe, 

or  by  any  other  method  they  think  proper.  ■  •' 

Docl.  Lcgan. — This  bufinefs  is  confidered  in  a  more  ferlous  light,  than  it 
deferves  ;  and  gentlemen  have  gone  a  great  way  about,  to  give  it  fuch  an  air 
of  importance. 

r  This  bufinefs  was  entered  upon  by  the  Houfe  on  a  general  application  of  the 
-people  in  that  didri6t,  who  expe£I,  by  having  their  dreets  regulated,  and 

their  pumps  and  water-courfes  kept  in  repair,  to  be  greatly  benefited. - 

Since  this.  Sir,  the  bill  has  been  printed,  I  believe,  feven  months  ;  and  thofe 
who  have  objeaions,  have  had  fair  warning.  If  they  thought  themfelves  in¬ 
jured,  they  might  have  come  forward,  and  dated  to  the  Houfe  ;  but  they  have 
not.  And  at  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  you  find  a  fingular  una¬ 
nimity 
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iiimlty  prevailed.  We  may  go  on  with  the  bufinefs,  and  cannot  be  accofe^ 
of  injuring  the  people  by  precipitation.  It  is  true,  Sir,  I  am  not  v/ell  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  that  part  of  the  country  ;  but  feveral  gentlemen,  who  have.fpoken 
to  me,  have  complained  of  the  great  inconveniencies  they  nov/ labour  under 
for  want  of  regulations  ;  and  the  bufinefs  is  not  of  that  nature,  which  ought  tg 
be  delayed  ;  for  every  private  improvement  to  accommodate  the  individuals 
that  make  them,  may  be  very  far  from  conveniencies  to  the  public  at  large  > 
from  which  may  be  inferred,  tnat  general  regulations  are  immediately  necef- 
fary,  efpecially  when  we  have  the  confent  of  the  people  interefted  in  mak¬ 
ing  them.  If  the  poftp  ohement  is  made  now,  I  conceive  it  impoffible  for  this 
Houfe  to  take  any  further  notice  of  the  bill  ;  and  if  it  is  offered  to  lay  over 
to  the  next,  it  will  be  impoflible  to  go  through  with  it  before  the  enfuing 
fpring  leifion,  when  they  ought  to  be  ready  to  proceed  to  work*  1  expedt  from 
thele  conhderations,  the  Houfe  will  think  it  improper  to  agree  to  the  poff- 
ponement. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer.-—\  only  wifli  to  have  the  diflridfs  accommodated  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  preferve  the  natural  liberty  of  its  inhabitants.  The  gentleman 
who  brought  forward  this  bill,  had,  no  doubt,  the  fame  objedt  in  view  i  hut 
the  gentleman  who  has  juft  now  fit  down,  was  oppofcd  laft  Saturday  to 
a  bill,  becaufe  it  was  a  general  fyftem.  I  fay,  he  would  not  adopt  th^ 
vendue  bill,  which  would  have  been  general  in  its  operation  ;  b  *t  the  bene¬ 
fits  to  arife  from  this,  will  be  partial,  and,  therefore,  the  gentleman  advo¬ 
cates  it.  How  inconfiftent  we  are  at  times,  Mr.  Speaker,  nor  I  don’t  wonder 
that  the  gentleman  thinks  this  fubjedl  is  treated  w  ith  more  ferioufnefs  than  It 
deferves.  But,  Sir,  my  hand  ftiall  never  be  ftretched  out  to  take  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  others,  without  their  confent  firft  obtained.  Under  this  irapreffion,  I 
am  ferious.  Sir,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  though  there  are  fome  fubjedfs  m- 
troduced  to  the  Legiflature,  that  cannot  be  treated  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  Whitehill.  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  on  this  bufinefs,  and  I  think  s 
great  deal  more  remains  to  be  urged.  The  gentleman  ,from  Philadelphia 
county  (Mr.  Robinfon)  has  faid,  that  the  people  who  apply  for  this  law, 
are  to  pay  the  expences  of  carrying  it  into  execution  ;  but  there  are  fome, 
who  are  to  pay  the  tax,  againft  it.  They  are  faid  to  be  a  fmall  part,  and  are, 
hot  to  pay  equal  to  the  reft.  Is  it  not  very  material,  that  we  fhould  avoid 
taxing  thofe,  who  can  derive  no  benefit  from  the  regulation  of  the  ftreets, 
lamps  and  watchmen.  They  are  not  to  enjoy  one  farthing  worth  of  be¬ 
nefit,  and  yet  a*'e  to  pay  taxes  equal  with  thole  people  that  are.  How  large 
the  diftridfs  may  be,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  fure  there  is  more  in  pro¬ 
portion  of  that  kind  ®fproperty,  than  there  is  of  the  other  which  is  improvedj 
and  if  the  improved  partis  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages,  let  them  pay  for  them 
themfelves  ;  but  don’t  let  us  go  to  charge  them  who  have  no  benefit.  We 
ought  nor.  to  make  fuch  pay  for  advantages,  when  they  receive  none.  The 
gentleman  fays,  the  people  are  fatisfied  wiih  the  bilh  if  we  feparace  the  unim¬ 
proved  parts,  and  they  find  that  they  are  to  pay  all  the  tax  themfelves,  they 
will  foon  come  forward,  and  fay,  that  they  do  not  want  the  regulations  : 
therefore,  it  will  be  heft  to  let  us  know,  whether  they,  in  this  cafe,  will  btf 
able  to  bear  the  expence.  Will  they  like  this  law,  if  we  pafs  it  now,  with 
fuch  amendment  }  I  think  they  will  not,  becaufe  they  expedl  now  to  raife 
money,  to  he  applied  to  their  own  advantage,  from  thofe  who  ought  not  to 
contribute.  1  fay,  Sir,  we  ought  to  confider  how  far  it  is  right  to  take 
Ifecfc  peoples  property. 
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Th^  gentleman  fay?,  we  hear  iro  camplaints,  Thtf  reafon  it  the  hvak  I 
mentioned  before  ,  becaufe,  if  they  can  take  away  the'property  of  others,  and 
ippty  it  to  their  own  ufe,  they  are  content.  I  find,  gjr,  a  gentieman  of 
rhe  city,  though  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  poflelfing  property  in  that 
dlOrri^,  has  hot  paid  attention  to  this  part  of  the  bill  till  now  ;  others  per* 
haps  are  in  the  fame  frtuation  :  therefore,  it  muft  be  prudent  to  defer  it, 
I  think  one  of  the  ger>tlemen  obferved,  that  the  paftare  lots  ought  to  pay* 
hecaufe  the  roads-  would  be  fueh  that  they  could  more  eafily  haul  off  the 
hay,  or  drive  their  cattle  to  them  ;  but 'I  fay,  they  don’t  wifli  for  this  con* 
tenience  »  they  have  roads  enough  ;  the  gentleman  fays,  that  the  people  v/ho 
cwn  thefe  out-lots^  have  agreed  to  the  regulation  ;  one  or  two  may,  who 
hold  poflfefifions  in  the  improved  part  »  but  have  they  all  ?  Have  they,  who 
have  iiot  ouC'lots  to  be  accommodated  by  new-  roads  ?  1  believe  it  will  be 
found  that  many  of  them  difapprove  of  the  aieafure.  Let  us  fatisfy  eur  con* 
fcieace  in  every  cafe,  and  determine  what  is  right.  When  we  come  to  con- 
fider  the  objedl  of  the  petitioners,  that  they  want  to  take  the  property  of 
others,  without  any  compenfation  ;  for  this  is  taking  the  property  of  others, 
and  we  cannot  do  it,  unlefs  they  have  fully  confented  to  the  raea- 
fare.  I  am  pretty  fare  the  bill  would  nt)t  be  carried  through  at  this  time, 
-aniefs  there  was  fome  defi^n  for  making  people  pay  for  benefits?  they  ari? 
aot  CO  receive. 

Mr.  Rohinfon,  The  petition  upon  which  the  prefent  meafure  is  founded, 
•was  prefented,  Sir,  at  the  firll  fitting  of  this  Houfe  ?  the  bill  as  already  re¬ 
marked,  publifhed  in  March  laft,  during  the  long  recefs  of  the  Houfe 
which  followed,  and  through  the  prefent  feffion.  Moreover,  as  it  b  made  the 
order  of  the  day,  I  fliould  have  thought  the  Houfe  might  have  had  full 
time  to  deliberate,  and  acquire  information  on  this  fubjedl  ;  efpecially  as  the 
jlace  affedled,  is  fo  near  this  city  :  if  they  are  not  informed  now,  I  cannot 
conceive  when  they  will  be.  Mr,  speaker ^  our  principles  of  equality  are,  on 
fame  occafions,  extended  very  nicely.  Laft  Saturday,  I  think,  we  were 
not  fonice,  ;  we  are  talking  now  of  making  very  nice  diftindlions  ;  that  the 
property  laying  on  one  fide  of  the  v/ay,  and  that  laying  on  the  other,  (hould 
be  taxed  with  fuperior  accuracy.  The  whole  diftridl,  as  I  faid  before, 
contains  little  more-  than  the  third  of  a  fquare  mile  ;  however  it  may  be 
•well  enough  to  give  the  Houfe  information  of  the  many  new  roads,  that  are 
in  the  diftridh,  one  of  which  coft  annually  one  hundred  pounds  out  of  a  tax  of 
four  hundred  pounds  ;  and  I  confider,  that  the  tax  of  that  part  of  South¬ 
wark,  in  which  the  road  lies,  and  for  whofe  acommodation  it  is,  does  not 
amount  to  one  fourth  of  that  fura.  If  the  money  fliould  be  laid  out 
on  them  only  who  pay  it,  thefe  roads  would  be  impafiTable.  Gentlemen 
muft.  know  the  improved  parts  pay  more,  in  a  double  proportion,  of  what  Is 
applied  for  the  convenience  of  others  ;  and  thefe  taxes  cannot  be  equalized 
by  any  other  means  than  as  it  is  our  cafe  to-day,  it  may  be  their  turn  to¬ 
morrow  ;  for  how  is  it  pofTible  we  can  ftrike  lines  before  each  man’s  door  ; 
but  was  it  the  cafe,  I  apprehend  the  unimproved  part,  would  be  no  great 
gainers. 

Mr.  Findley. — From  all  that  has  been  faid,  to  give  information  on  this  fuh* 
jed,  I  own  it  is  not  fufficient  to  fatisfy  me  ;  if  we  go  forward,  vfe  may  do» 

*  injuftice,  but  can  do  none  by  the  delay.  Lots  in  the  unimproved  parts,  ougljt 
not  to  pay  fo  much  as  thofe  within  the  improved  parts.  I  fay,  Sir,  that  we  are 
not  fafficiently  informed  i  for  gentlemen  fay,  they  do  not  know  what  they 
have  cold  us,  of  their  own  knowledge,  it  bei.ng  the  relation  of  other  people. 

Now 
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JCow,  If  i  was  tofpeak  by  tKe  fame  rule,  I  might  draw  a  different  conclufion  \ 
for  though  I  heard  forrie  fay  it  was  right,  I  have  heard  others  alledge  it  was 
wrong;  both  are  of  equal  credit,  and  both  might  be  believed  ;  but  I  think 
this  was  not  fufficient  teftimony  to  decide  for  ciiher.  When  we  are  unac¬ 
quainted,  we  ate  unable  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  ;  anci 
when  no  extraordinary  confequences  urge  on  the  meafure,  or  hiake  it  necel^ 
fary,  it  is  enough  to  raife'  fufpiciohs  5  and  when  We  can’t  fee  the  reafon  fo^. 
which  it  is  urged,  it  Is  beft  to  allow  time  to  deliberate,  fevery  member  wha 
votes  in  the  negative,  can  do  no  harm,  and  the  mah  who  hefitates,  and  yef 
votes  in  the  affirmative,  does  a  thing  which  cannot  be  fo  eafily  undone. 

Thequeftion  was  now  put  on  the  poftponemeht  of  the  bill,  and  it  wlis  de-^ 
termined  in  the  affirmative.  Yeas,  thirty;  Nays,  twenty-eight. 

The  fecond  ordet  for  the  day  being  the  bill  entitled,  '*  An  a<^  to  appoint 
commiffioners  to  regulate  the  Greets,  lanes  and  alleys  ih  the  diftrift  of 
'Warky  arid  to  Uy  out  new  ftreets,  lanes  arid  alleys  therein,  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  lay  oiit  the  roads  therein  rriehtioiied  through 
the  Did  diftridti  and,  parts  of  the  townffiips  of  Moyamenftng  Pajfyunk** 

On  the  qdeftion  “  ffiall  this  bill  be  taken  up  by  paragraphs  afofe  thii 
debate* 

Mr.  RchinfoTi  tfimarkedi  that  there  was  a  very  great  difference betvveen  thii 
bill  and  the  one  juft  poftponed.  This  was  nieant  to  accommodate  the  unim-" 
proved  parts,  and  particularly  to  benefit  them  by  its  regulations  ;  paflihg  this 
bill  was  expeiSted  with  great  anxiety. 

Mr.  D.  Clyrner  thought  uhddiibtedly  it  had  fome  reference  to  the  other, 
and  that  therefore  it  would  be  proper  to  poftpoiie  it  aifo. 

Mr.  JVhitehill  would  fuppofe  it  to  be  a  diftindl  bill  from  the  other  ;  blit  It 
was  of  fubh  a  nature*  that  nohe  like  it  Had  ever  come  before  the  Houfe.  He 
turned  to  a  claufe  in  the  bill,  diredting  an  enquiry  into  the  injury  of  benefit 
individuals  would  receive  by  running  certain  roads  by  of  through  their  lands. 
He  faid,  for  his  part,  he  could  not  conceive  how  any  perfen  could  tell  ot  value 
the  advantages  of  an  eftatfe  fo  benefitted. 

Mr.  Fits^Jimmons  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  and  mfified  It  vefy  irri- 
proper  to  enter  into  particular  claufes  of  the  bill  before  they  come  under  coh- 
fideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  it  was  Unfair  to  argue,  that  from  any  inaccuracy 
they  contained,  that  the  bill  was  improper,  becaufe  they  might  be  amended 
o?  rejedfed. 

Mr.  FinJky  would  only  menton  a  circumftailce  that  occurred  to  Him.  The 
principal  reafon  that  the  other  was  urged  forwkrd,  was,  that  the  people 
were  unanimoufly  agreed  in  the  meafure-  This  by  no  means  applies  in  the 
prefent  cafe  ;  for  I  believe  there  are  a  far  greater  number  agairift  it  than  for  it » 
therefore  it  will  be  proper  to  poftpone  it. 

,  Mv.  Robinfon  wiffied  recourfe  might  be  had  to  the  petitions,  to  feethe  riilmbers 
for  and  againff  the  bill ;  for  he  was  pretty  confident  the  gentleman  had  mif- 
tated  them,  whereupon  the  petitions  were  examined,  and  found  to  be  on^ 
hundred  and  fixty-aine  for  it,  and  only  twenty-four  againft  it. 

The  queftion  was  again  put,  fhall  the  bill  be  taken  up  by  paragraphs  ^  thf. 
hays  were  loud  in  oppofing  it.  Wherefore, 

Mr.  Fttzjtmmons  folicited  the  gentlemen  would  think  one  rrioraent  upon  th^ 
reafons  affigned  for  deftroying  the  bill.  One  gentleman  fays,  that  it  contains 
iomething  in  one  of  the  claufes,  that  is  improper.  This^furely  can  be  altered 
when  we  come  to  confider  that  claufe  :  the  other,  Sir,  tells  you,  that  the  num- 

^  her 
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juu  muj  tne  Qjrect  contrar 


bcr  IS  greater  againtt  the  bill  than  for  it  ;  ai  , _ _ _ 

be  true.  Thefe  are  the  weighty  reafons  for  v/hich  we  mijft  neglea  whole'l 
fome  regulations.  Sir,  1  am  not  particularly  anxious  to  get  it  palled  in  the 
form  it  (lands.  If  there  are  improprieties  in  the  bill,  I  (hall  not  knowingly , eon- 

^nt  to  them  ;  but  I  think  it  is  extremely  unfair  and  unjuft  to  oppofe  a  bill  in 
fuch  a  manner.  t 


Mr.  Findley  found  he  had  been  inlftaken  in  the  numbers  j  but  the  principle 
|H11  remained.  If  there  was.  but  one  petitioner,  whofe  property  would  be  in¬ 
jured  by  the  prefent  bill,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Houfe  to  deliberate  well, 
before  they  affedled  the  private  property  of  an  individual  ;  and  the  gentleman 

pvvns,  that  there  are  a  number  of  claufes  in  it,  that  will  extend  to  fuch  pro- 
perty. 

Mr.  Fit^f  mmcns.~l  wlfti.  Sir,  the  gentleman  would  let  me  fpeak  for  my- 
felf,  and  not  torture  my  expreffion  to  convey  a  meaning  I  never  intencfed.  I 
did  not  fay  there  was  a  nurriber  of  claufes  would  injure  private  property  j  but 
that  if  a  claufe  was  inaccurate,  it  might  be  amended. 

The  queftion  was  put,  and  it  was  agreed  to  be  taken  up  by  paragraphs.  And  on 
the  firft  claufe  appointing  commifftopers,  Mr.  Whitehill  faid,  he  ftiould  oppofe 
It,  becaufc  it  was  unconftitutional.  The  Houle  might  make  the  law,  but  it 
remained  for  the  executive  council  to  appoint  the  ofticers  to  carry  it  into  exe¬ 
cution.  The  Ho.ure  had  no  right  to  affume  this  power,  ^nd  he  would  call 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  let  it  be  knoy^’n  to  the  world,  how  it  was  decided. 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  accordingly  taken,  and  arc  as  follows  - 

Yeas,  win,  Fitzfimmons,  CJymer,  Gray,  Uobinfen,  Salter,  Logan, 
Toulke,  Chapman,  More,  Willing,  Raulfton,  Evans,  Thomas,  Wheelen, 
Towry,  Hubly,  Carpenter,  Work,  Rofs,  Clemfon,  M'Conaghy,  Schmyfer, 
ISTLellan,  Lilly,  Krccmer,  Brackenridge,  ^oore,  Hockley,  Ri^e,  Car- 
fon. — 31. 

NAYS.  Wynkoop,  Whitehill,  Kennedy,  Mitchel,  Keifter,  Davis,  D, 
Clymer,  Trexler,  Burkholter,  Brown,  Piper,  Cannon,  Powel,  Antis,  Dale, 
Tindley,  Barr,  Wright,  M'Dowell,  Flannaken,  Allifon,  Phillips,  Gilchrlft, 
Smith,  M‘Calmont,  Wheeler,  Miley. — 2,8. 

.  So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mefficurs  F,  Gurney,  R. 

T.  Blaekijion,  F.  Shields  and  G,  Bedjerd,  were  appointed  commiffion- 
ers  for  the  purpofes  contained  in  the  a6l,  and  the  two  claufes  which  followed 
in  the  bill,  were  agreed  to  without  debate. 

On  the  claufe  authorifing  the  commiffioners  to  run  out  a  road  from  Gray’s 
ferry,  acrofs  the  ifthmus  to  Delaware,  as  nearly  parallel  with  South-ftreet  as 
may  be, 

Mr,  D.  Clyner  expreffed  a  defire  to  be  informed,  whether  it  was  intended 
to  clofe  up  the  prefent  road  leading  into  the  city.  He  thought  the  diftrift  of 
iSouthw'ark,  Moyarnenfmg  and  Palfyunk,  v/ere  already  fufficiently  burthened 
xyith  crofs  roads.  The  road  that  he  fuppofed  was  to  be  ftiut,  had  been  eftab- 
liffied  eighty  or  ninety  years,  and  added  fome  remarks  upon  the  road  leading 
to  Schuylkill,  at  Eberly’s, 

Mr.  Whitehill  complained,  that  the  Houfe  was  going  to  depart  from  the 
common  mode  of  laying  out  roads,  and  about  to  take  away  the  tryal  by  jury, 
which  was  fo  ftrongly  infifted  upon  by  the  conftitution. — If  the  people,  who 
were  injured  by  the  intended  road,  complained,  they  could  not  obtain  redrefs 
in  that  mode,  ■yv’hich  they  could  in  every  other  part  of  the  ftate. — This  road 
VioM  €Ut  up  the  valuable  property  of  the  inhabitants,  without  allowing  them 
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3.  com  penfation,  and  not  only  this,  but  they  are  to  be  taxed  to  fupport  what 
Will  be  an  injury  to  them.  He  had  heard  that  G.illov/ay’s  road  burthened 
the  people  to  a  great  degree,  and  y/ere  thefe  roads,  after  fo  great  an  expence, 
to  be  vacated,  and  the  inhabitants  put  to  more  to  open  others,  which  is  to 
cut  up  their  grounds  into  angles  and  corners,  fo  as  to  make  them  w'orth  no¬ 
thing  at  all  ;  and  after  this,  they  are  not  fuffered  to  have  a  trial  by  jury  to  re¬ 
cover  damages.— He  thought  the  Houfe  would  confidcr  feriouily,  before  they 
adopted  futh  a  meafure  as  this.  Ke  hoped  they  v/ould  leave  it  to  a  future 
Houfe,  or  until  the  people  were  agreed. 

Mr.  Robinfon. — The  gentleman  has  given  us  a  long  harangue  about  trial 
by  jury,  and  deviating  from  the  common  traift ;  but  fince  the  exidir.g  laws  do 
not  reach  our  obteef,  it  cannot  be  faid  we  deviate.  The  reafon  that. we  aft: 
this  indulgence,  is,  becaufe  we  cannot  receive  it  in  the  common  mode.  It 
might  be  Ineonhflent  to  apply  to  the  Houfe  for  roads  that  could  be  laid  cut 
by  order  of  the  court  of  quarter-feffions.  I  do  not  fee  how  any  rights  of  the 
people  are  injured  by  this  claufe.  With  refpedt  to  his  obfervatiens  on  Gallo¬ 
way’s  road,  I  don’t  fee  how  they  apply  in  the  quellion  before  us.  There 
is  fuch  a  road  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ifehmus,  and  I  will  agree  with  him 
that  it  is  burthenfome  to  the  people.  About  a  mile  of  it,  I  chink,  cofts  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  to  keep  it  in  any  tolerable  repair.  It  is  certainly 
the  worft  road  that  can  be  found  near  the  city,  i  beiiev;?  it  is  wifhed,  that 
it  may  be  vacated,  and  another  run,  by  which  thofe  inconvenisr.cies  may  be 
avoided,  and  the  owners  of  lots  in  its  neighbourhood,  would  have  little  more 
to  do  than  change  their  fronts  ;  but  it  is  not  propofed  by  the  bill  to  make 
fuch  alterations.  The  gentleman  from  Berks  don’t  feem  to  have  the  moft 
certain  knowledge  of  that  diftridl  ;  for  he  fpeaks  of  a  road  running  towards 
EBerly’s.  Mr.  D.  Clymer  denied  his  faying  any  fuch  thing.  Mr.  Robinfon 
had  underftood  him  fo,  but  it  was  of  no  great  confequence,  he  faid. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer.  The  gentleman  feems  to  think  I  was  not  accurate  when  1 
was  up  laft,  I  will  endeavour  now  to  he  more  fo.  The  road.  Sir,  that  divides 
the  townfhips,  runs  fouth,  or  rather  fouth-wed,  frorn  this  city,  and  leaves 
Turner’s  place  on  the  left.  The  road  the  gentleman  wilhes  to  belaid  out  by 
the  prefent  bill,  will  probably  nafs  through  Turner’s  Place,  and  by  the  Buck 
Tavern,  and  will  ftrike  the  river  Schuylkill  above  its  month,  and  below  the 
State-Ifland  Ferry. 

The  reafon  why  It  is  called  Mr.  Galloway’s  road,  is,  becaufe  it  paffes  near 
his  meadows  on  this  fide  Schuylkill,  not  far  from  others  in  Hog-Ifland,  and 
through  his  lands  upon  Tinecum,  and  fo  on  to  the  mouth  of  Darby-Creek, 
croffing  the  fame  into  Chefter  road.  This  road  opened  at  great  expence  is 
fcarcely  known,  though  intended  to  be  the  grand  route  of  communication 
between  this  city  and-  Chefier,  and  at  many  feafons  of  the  year  is  perfedly 
impaffable. 

This  road  coft  a  very  great  fum  of  money  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  dif- 
trift.  It  may  coft  them  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  keep  it  in  repair  j  but 
the  one  that  the  gentleman  fpeaks  of,  muftcoft  three  or  four  hundred  pounds, 
for  it  leads  through  meadows  and  marfhes  that  are  little  better  than  a  perfect 
fwamp  :  the  firft  laying  it  out  will  coft  one  thoufand  pounds,  nay,  two  or 
three  thoufand  pounds  i  nor  do  I  believe  a  road  was  ever  attempted  over  fuch 
an  impaffable  morafs. 

Mr.  Speaker 3  if  they,  wjfti  the  ro'^d  to  be  opened,  why  not  purfue  the 
ufual  remedy,  inthq  courts  of  law.  Tiiis  is  done  by  an  application  to  the  quar¬ 
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cr  fcffion.  of  the  peace  for  fix  viewers  :  on  the  return  of  the  men  the  oarrv 
who  apprehends  himfelf  aggrieved  aDolies  to  th,  ^  ►  r  r  J  '  ^  ^ 

viewers.  Should  thefe  fix  ml?  ’  •  ^  v  “ 

road  is  to  pifs,  be  of  a  different’ opLrn'^i^fhird^ ^ 
in  i  and  if  they  determ, -nT  T  t  ^  ^  rereviewers  are  called 

^va^^ant  to  pafs^dgmenUn  t"  ^ood 

7  ?  ‘'>*™felves  aggrieved,  they  Ly  take  exceptions  lo  the  IrfC 

h?  our  7  ''"'.I  >>«“  guilty  of  7ilbe. 

dagainfthim  whi^h  may  be  difcoveriu  upon  the  i^ace  of  the^ecord  he 

s.'„. d.,. ..  hi.  ,.Xx  hf.‘h““,rd '  r,s'yy 

errors  and  appeals.  - 

I  mention  this,  Mr  Speaker,  to  Ihew  hoW  regardful  fhd  laws  of  the 
country  are,  where  the  tryal  by  Jury  is  from  the  neceffity  of  the  cafe  taken 
away,  that  it  is  checked  in  fuch  a  variety  of  flages,  as  forms  afi  anology  for 
fuch  procedure.  By  this  method.  Council  may  bh  had  to  ftate  e^ery  thing 
that  may  be  for  has  client’s  advantage,  and  cannot  be  denied  a  hearin-  This 
18  not  the  cafe  before  the  executive  branch.  They  may  indulge,  but  they 
have  power  to  refufe  the  hearing.  And  the  fubjedf  upon  which  they  are  to 
i!  '“•1"“'  a  fquabble  between  two  neighbours,  about  an  alley. 
This  would  be  trifling  with  their  dignityi  and  rendering  them  ridiculous  to 
the  v/Orld. 

Further,  Mr.  Speaker.  It  is  our  dutie^a,  as  faithful  giiardiafls  6f  the  nVh*tg 
and  liberties  of  the  good  people  of  Pennfylvania,  to  keep  the  executive  as 
diftinft  from  the  judicial  branch  as  poflible.yBy  this  Jaw,  the  executive  council 
are  to  detertnine  upon  dividing  this  fpot  of  country  to  the  fduthward  of  the 
city,  and  without  thofe  means  of  information  which  the  three  fcts  of 
viewers  give  the  Juflices  in  their  feffions.— The  Juftices  living  within  the 
eountry,  are  beft  acquainted  with  its  fituation,  the  roads  neceffary  to  be  opened 
ahd  the  roads  to  be  ftoppcd.  A  number  of  the  Members  of  the  executive 
council,  from  the  locality  of  their  fituation.  are  not  poffelTed  of  this  mean  of 
information.  They  muft  determine  the  one  way  or  the  other  on  the  plae 
given  them,  by  tfte  committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  bill,  without  fending 
other  perfons  upon  the  grounds,  to  view  under  the  ancient  laws  and  ufages 
of  this  commonwealth.  By  thefe,  the  roads  through  the  northern  liberties, 
^at  the  ends  of  the  eity,  have  been  viewed,  laid  out,  and  confirmed.  They 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  the  people  in  that  quarter  of  the  town.  Why  then 
give  an  indulgence  to  the  Southern,  which  doubtlefs  would  have  been  denied 
the  northern  liberties,  had  they  applied  ior  particular  indulgence  From 
what  1  have  faid,  I  mull  alk  what  right  have  we  to  go  forward  in  this  mea- 
fure  CO  accommodate  people  no  better  entitled  to^indulgeace  thdn  others  ? 
efpccially,  when  bufinefs  of  a  fimilar  nature  has  been  done,'  and  well  done 
too  in  the  ufual  mode.— The  gentleman  wiffes  to  siccommodate  the  Jerfey 
people  with  a  ferry  at  the  mouth  of  Schuylkill  :  I  once  heard  captain  Elwes, 
an  experienced  Teaman,  fay,  that  the  water,  in  that  part  of  the  river,  was  ' 
fo  rough  many  times  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  that  a  Ihip’s  long  boat  could 
not  live  in  them,  fo  that  the  idea  of  having  a  fafe  ferry  there,  mull  be  truly 

farcical. 
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farcical.  A  ferry  has  been  In  the  neighbourhood  many'  years,  and  Is  fcarce 

ever  made  ufe  of.  but  by  the  owners  of  the  meadows  on  State-Ifland  and 
bat  a  few  others.*—  ,  .  ' 

Mr.  Robtnfon,  The  gentleman  fets  out  with  letting  us  know  his  intention 
to  be  accurate  ;  but  I  believe  he  only  enabarrafies  himfelf  the  more.—He 
tells  us  of  a  road  leading  through  meadows,  fwamps,  and  moraffes— -when 
It  IS  known  to  every  one,  who  has  the  leaf!  idea  of  the  ground,  that  it  pocs 
through  none  of  them.  Again,  he  fpeaks  of  one  end  ftriking  the  Schuylkill' 
near  its  mouth,  and  for  a  ferry  to  be  there.— It  is  true  one  end  does 
.rike  the  Schuylkill,  but  that  is  at  George  Gray’s  ferry,  and  it  is  intended  to 
run  as  near  as^  may  be,  in  a  ftraight  line  to  the  Delaware.— We  do  not  all: 
^13  Houfe,  Sir,  to  accommodate  us  with  what  can  be  obtained  of  the 
Court  of  quarter  feffions.— The  gentleman  muft  have  forgot"  that  the  five 
State-roads  paffing  through  this  commonwealth,  have  been  all  laid  out  by 
the  authority  of  government,  and  he  tells  us,  the  northern  liberties  lay  out 
roads  without  any  application  to  the  legifiature.— True,-  they  may,  fuch, 
trols-roads  as  arc  necejGTary  for  the  convenience  of  its  inhabitants,  but  the 
State-roads  paffing  through  (and  they  have  all  of  them  but  the  Chefier  and 
Lanca.'^er  roads)  were  I.aid  out  by  the  Governor  and  Council— not  one 
palTes  through  Southwark,  nor  can  the  Courts  open  anv,— The  caufe  of 
the  increafe  of  the  northern  liberties,  is  the  great  number  of  capital  eommu^ 
mcations  leading  through  it,  and  we  wi(h  to  participate  fimilar  advantages.— 
The  gentleman  poflTeffes  property  in  the  city  and  country,  and  c'^annoc 
avoid  oppofing  this  meaiure,  as  it  may  divert  the  improvements  (making  a- 
bout  town  more  toward  Southwark— but  1  am  wholly  Uninterefted,  and  wifii 
only  that  encouragement  which  ought  to  be  diftributed  with  an  equal  hand  ; 
and  upon  the  whole  I  confider  it  of  fome  importance^  that  the  Houfe  pay  at" 
tention  to  the  local  objeas  of  the  people,  and  if  advantages  can  be  handed  out 
to  them  without  injury  to  others,  or  infringing  the  rights  of  individuals,  I  Ihali 
be  ever  an  advocate  for  granting  them.-As  to  the  e^pence  of  opening  ihis 
road,  the  gentleman  had  made  an  unjuft  calculation,  for  it  could  not  coll  the 
tenth  part  of  the  money,  but  fuppofe  it  did  coft  three  or  four  thoufand  pounds. 

arc  not  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftriifl  to  pay  it  ?  and  are  they  not  willing  > _ 

So  there  can  be  no  caufe  for  a  delay  of  this  bufinefs. 

Mr.  IVynkoop  was  of  the  fame  fentiment  with  the  Member  from  Berks  ■ 
(Mr.  D.  Clymer).  He  thought  the  Houfe  was  going  on  in  the  dark.  Was' 
there  a  country  Member,  who  knew  how  far  proper  the  route  of  this  road  was^ 
He  thought  before  they  decided,  the  line  fnould  be  run,  as  in  the  common 
mode  of  laying  out  roads.— When  this  was  done,  the  Houfe  might  decide 
'With  .yud_gment  ;  biit  at  prefent,  it  was  difficult  to  proceed  for  want  of  infor¬ 
mation,  which  he  concluded  muft  be  a.good  reafon  for  poftponement. 

Mr.  Brackenridge.  When  I  mean  to  give  my  vote  in  any  cafe,  I  would 
tvifti  the  reafons  to  be  linderftood.  In  the  prefent  inftance,  1  ftiall  affien 
thoie  which  induce  me  to  be  in  favor  of  the  claufe.  There  are  but  two  ways  by 
the  laws  of  Pennfylvania,  for  opening  the  roads  that  are  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  its  citizens.  The  firft  is  thait  by  which  province  roads  or  highways 
eftabhffied  ;  namely,  by  the  Governor  and  Council.  There  is  not  to 
the  beft  of  rr.y  knowledge,  any  adl  of  Aflembly  for  any  fuch.  I  do  not  know 
pofitively  either,  v/hat  roads  .have  been  laid  out  in  this  ft  ate  under  that 
authority  ;  but  I  believe  there  are  but  few. — The  other  method,  and  which 
does  depend  upon  the  aa  of  affembly,  is  that  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
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from  Berks  i  namely,  by  application  to  the  Court  of  quarter  feffions-but  this 
does  not,  by  the  aft,  extend  to  any  thing  more  than  foot-paths  to  lead  mt?> 
the  highways,  or  great  State-roads.— In  this  cafe,  there  is  a  draft  ot  the 
foot  way  laid  before  the  Court  ;  if  there  are  objeaions,  a  review  rnay  be 
granted  ;  and  on  the  return  of  the  reviewers,  the  Court  of  quarter  e  lou* 
may  determine,  whether  the  road  fhall  be  laid  out  or  not.  They  ave  y 
law,  this  diferetion,  and  they  exercife  it  j  and  this  road,  when  opened  an  ai 
out,  is  to  be  kept  in  repair  by  the  petitioners. — I  do  not.  Sir,  remember  any 
thing  mere  in  the  laws  of  Pennfylvania,  than  thefe  two  cafes.  Howevei  ,  it 
has  become  common  in  the  Court  of  quarter  felEons,  upon  the  petitions  o  ti« 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  to  adl  in  the  fame  manner^  with  refpeff  to  roads 
not  above  fifty  feet  in  width,  though  at  fir  ft  they  were  confined  to  mere 
foot  paths.  I  know  that  as  it  has  been  of  long  time  a  cuftom  to  a6f  in  this 
manner,  it  may,  by  ufage,  have  grown  into  the  law  of  the  land.  I  believe 
it  has  been  generally  fubmitted  to,  and  I  never  heard  of  a  defence  fet  up, 
upon  this  principle,  that  they  had  not  a  right.  From  this  may  be  con¬ 
cluded,  it  has  become  the  law  of  the  land  ;  but  there  is  certainly  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  laws  relpe6ling  roads  ;  and  it  will  be  increafed,  if  attempted  t<3 
affedb  laying  out  ftreets,  lanes,  and  alleys  ;  doubtlefs  it  might  be  poffible,  but 
muft  be  highly  inconvenient—— I  mean  inconvenient  for  the  Court  of  quarter- 
feffions  and  the  inhabitants  ;  it  muft  be  inconvenient  for  the  inhabitants  to 
make  application  to  the  Court,  for  laying  out  every  fmall  ftreet  and  alley, 
that  may  be  neceflfary,  efpeciaily  as  they  ate  not  always  in  leffion  5  perhaps  it 
will  be  impoflible  to  do  it  in  this  way  ;  in  the  next  place,  it  muft  be  highly 
expenfive.  Every  petition  for  this  purpofe,  muft  be  read,  there  is  fo  much 
to  the  prothonotary  j  petitions  muft  be  filed  ;  fo  much  to  the  prothonotary  : 
4  review  muft  be  ordered,  and  the  return  filed,  fo  much  for  the  protho¬ 
notary,  and  the  other  meafures  neeefTary  for  having  it  laid  out,  bring  fo  much 
more  to  the  court  and  prothonotary.  I  fay,  it  would  be  fo  expenfive,  that 
the  inhabitants  could  derive  no  benefit  when  carried  into  execution.  Now,  if  we 
make  it  lefs  expenfive  by  this  mode,  we  do  not  injure  the  people.  The  gen¬ 
tleman  oppofes  leaving  it  to  the  determination  of  the  executive  council  ;  but, 
why  have  they  not  the  fame  or  fuperior  wifdom  to  decide  as  the  court  of 
quarter-feHions.  Their  capacities  are  not  lefs  ;  at  leaft,  if  they  are  fuch  per- 
fons,  as  the  conftitution  declares  they  fliould  be,  men  of  the  moft  wifdom  apd 
integrity,  then  in  this  cafe.  Sir,  there  can  be  no  grievance.  We  are  to  have 
the  review  of  the  roads,  and  the  return  is  to  be  made  to  the  fupreme  court  of 
quarter-feffions  of  the  ftate,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion,  and  they  are 
to  decide  upon  its  propriety.  Of  whom  is  the  court  of  quarter-feflions  com- 
pofed  }  Of  the  juftices  of  the  county.  Is  there  not  a  chance  of  more  wifdom 
in  the  fupreme  council,  who  are  more  numerous,  than  tke  juftices  of  the 
court  of  quarter-feffions.  With  refpedt  to  the  fafety  and  liberties  of  the  peor 
pic,  it  if-  the  fame  as  they  have  in  this  city,  where  the  commiffioners  regulate 
the  ftreets,  lanes  and  alleys. — Again,  do  not  the  members  of  council,  as  juf¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  agreeably  to  the  conftitution,  exercife  a  judicial  power , 
and  in  their  coliedive  capacity  as  council,  they  do  no  more.  As  juftices  of 
the  peace,  they  judge  of  the  propriety  of  opening  the  road,  and  give  authori¬ 
ty  for  executing  it  »  and  there  is  as  good  a  fecurity'of  a  juft  determination,  at 
there  is  in  the  court  of  quarter-feffions ;  now  where  there  is  lefs  expence  and 
equal  chance,  ef  proper  arrangement,  it  fhould  be  a  good  reafon  for  theHoufe 

to 
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to  aeceed  to  the  meafure.  But  fuppofe  we  grant,  that  the  general  laws  of  the 
ilate  make  provifions  for  laying  out  roads,  certainly.  Sir,  roads  were  never 
meant  as  ftreets,  lanes  and  alleys.  I  fay  it  never  could  be  conceived,  that 
tke  laws  would  apply  in  fuch  cafe  ;  and  I  fee  no  way  of  giving  thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  but  by  a  fummary  a£t  to  apply  in  the  fpecial  cafe.  I  know  they  could  not 
be  laid  out  with  any  convenience  to  the  inhabitants  by  the  general  law  »  it  is, 
therefore,  1  give  my  fupport  to  one  that  will  ^pply  to  their  particular  fituati- 
on.  f  fhall  conclude  with  this  general  oblervation,  that  when  a  local  adt  i* 
applied  for,  and  folicited  by  the  inhabitants  of  any  diftria:,  which  may  benefit 
them,  without  doing  damage  to  others,  or  the  public  at  large,  efpecially  w'h^ 
the  iiTimedlits  reprefentatives  of  thofe  people  v/ill  come  forward,  and  fuppoit 
it,  I  always  conceive  it  is  a  matter  that  ftiould  be  conlldered,  before  they  are 
refufed.  1  would  hefitate  in  oppofing  their  inclination  i  and  I  think  it  would  be 
wrong  in  me  not  to  comply  with  their  wilhes,  unlefs  I  v/as  furc  there  wai 
fomething  exceptionable. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer^ — The  gentleman  fays,  that  the  members  of  council  are  Juf- 
tices  of  the  peace,  ex  officio,  throughout  the  Bate  ;  but  this  does  not  anfwer 
the  objedlion  I  have  taken..  The  executive  council  determine  in  the  firft  in- 
llance,  whereby  all  thofe  guards,,  which  I  mentioned  before,  placed  by  the 
conditucion  to  fecure  the  ineftimable  priviledge  of  trial  by  jury  are  done  away. 
1  alk  whether  the  people  have,  in  this  cafe,  the  chances  of  redrefs  allowed  in 
the  common  mode  of  condudtiiig  this  bufinefs  ?  I  anfwer  no,  they  have  there 
to  play  a  rubber  ;  for  if  they  diffike  the  determination  of  the  court  of  quarter- 
feffions,  they  can  try  the  next  game  before  the  fupreme  court  ;  and  if  their 
decifion  is  ill  grounded,  they  can  complete  the  rubber  in  the  high  court  of  er¬ 
rors  and  appeals— but  here  it  is  determined,.<without  the  judgment /of  their 
peers,  and  without  the  game  being  fairly  playM.  Their  rcafon  for  condudt- 
ing  the  bufinefs  in  this  manner,  and  getting  it  decided  in  the  firft  inftance,  is,| 
perhaps,  that  they  do  not  think  there  are  fix  men  to  be  found  out  of  thefe 
limits,  who  would  approve  having  fuch  road  j,  therefore:,  they,  are  earneffi 
of  getting  it  done  out  of  the  common  form. 

Mr.  Fitzftmmons  had  heard  the  gentlemen  who  pofleffed  more  law  know¬ 
ledge  than  he  could  pretend  to,  lay  down  the  do6lrine  of  roads..,  IJe  faw 
from  what  they  had  faid,  that  the  laws  were  very  deficient  ;  and  as  great 
road.s  could  not  be  laid  out  under  the  exifting  ones,  it  would  be  very  proper 
to  give  power  to  commiffioners  for  that  purpofe  i  if  they  concluded  it  juft,  that 
1  road  ffiould  be  laid  out— if  they  were  fatisfied  of  the  convenience— certainly 
the  Houfe  had  the  right  of  granting  it., 

Mr.  obferved,  as  it  was  growing  late,  that  it  would  be  beft  to 

poftpone  the  bill  i  but  this  wa*  oppofed,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Septemher  M., 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournraenti 

Mr.  Logan  prefented  a  petition  from  two  hundred  and  forty-nine  inhabitant* 
ef  Lower  Dublin  and  Oxford  townfhips,  foliciting.  the  Houfe  to  take  meafuree 
for  adopting  the  foederal  confticution. 

Mr.  Fitzftmmons  prefented  the  reprefentation  and  remonft ranee  of  the  War-, 
dens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  againft  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  fubferih- 
ers  for  ere<fting  a  permanent  bridge  acrofs  the  Schuylkill. 

Mr.  Gray  prefented  two  petitions  in  favour  of  that  bill,  fubferibed  by.  a  num,^ 
her  of  inhabitants  refiding  oa  the  weft  fide  of  that  river,— Which  were  all  or¬ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  tabic. 
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The  Houfe  now  refumed  the  confideration  of  the  bill  to  appoint  coramiffi- 
oners  to  regulate  the  Ereets,  <Scc.  in  the  diftridl  of  Southwark. 

Mr,  Fit'^fimmons  obferved,  that  the  ohjedions  of  fome  gentlemen  yelTcrday, 
arofe  from  a  want  of  Information.  The  plan  of  thefe  regulations  had  been 
produced,  and  he  hoped  it  would  give  fo  much  fatisfadlion  as  to  induce  gentle  " 
men  to  withdraw  their  oj)porition. 

Mr.  JVynkooi>  yH-3.%  perfedly  fatisfied,  and  had  no  objeaion  to  paffing  the  bill. 

A  few  words  were  added  by  Mr,  Fitzj^mmons explain  the  advantages^  that 
would  refuit  to  the  diflridf,  by  the  adoption  of  the  bill. 

^Mr.  IVhiiehill  continued  his  oppofition,  and  reiterated  the  arguments  ul'ed 
yenerday  againfl  the  raeafure  ;  but  after  a  little  debate,  the  claufe  ugider  con- 
lideracion,  at  the  time  of  adjournment  yellerday,  was  agreed  to. 

The  eighth  and  ninth  claufes  of  the  printed  bill  v/ere  llruck  out,  the  tenth 
was  agreed  to,  and  on  the  eleventh,  it  was  propofed  to  amend  the  claufe,  by 
obliging  the  fupervifors  to  fettle  their  accounts,  before  payment  for  d.amages 
was  made  on  their  order. — On  which  amendment  the  Yeas  and  Nays  v/ere 
called,  and  are  as  follows  : — 

YEAS.  Fitzfimmons,  Clymer,  Hiltzelmer,  Gray,  Robinfon,  S?dter,  Lo¬ 
gan,  Foulke,  Wynkoop,  Chapman,  Upp,  Moore,  Wheelen,  Rallxon,  Evsns, 
Willing,  Lowry,  Hubley,  Carpenter,  Work,  Rofs,  Clemfon,  M‘Conaghy, 
Schmyfer,  Liiley,  Trexler,  Cannon,  Brackeni’dge,  Mooie,  Wheeler,  Hoc.k- 
ley. — 31. 

NAYS.  Will,  Thomas,  M'Lellan,  Whitehill,  Kennedy,  Mitchell,  Kree- 
mer,  Heifler,  Davis,  D.  Clymer,  Brown,  Piper,  Powell,  Antis,  Dale,  Find¬ 
ley,  Barr,  Wright,  M'Dowell,  Flannaken,'  Alison,  Phillips,  Gilchriil, 
Smith,  M'Calraont,  Riftee,  Clark,  Carfon. — 28. 

So  it  w'as  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrolTed. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the ‘day,  the  Houfe  took  into  confideration  the  bill, 
entitled,  “  An  Acl  for  compenfating  fuch  as  have  advanced  money  for  railing 
and  enlifling  men  required  from  the  feveral  Companies  of  militia,  by  an  adf, 
entitled,  ‘  An  Adi  for  the  greater  eafe  of  the  militia,  and  the  more  fpeedy  and 
effedlual  defence  of  thi;  Rate,’  and  for  compelling  fuch  as  have  received  mo¬ 
nies  for  that  purpofe,  to  account  for  and  pay  the  fame  but  after  fome  time 
fpent  therein,  it  was  agreed  to  poRpone,  in  order  to  prepare  fome  amend¬ 


ment. 

The  fecond  order  of  the  day  was  then  called  for, being  the  bill  to  incorporate 
the  fubferibers  for  eredling  a  permanent  bridge  acrofs  Schuylkill. 

Mr.  Fitzfimmons  obferved,  that  the  wardens  of  the  city  confidered  their  con- 
Rltuents  would  be  Injured  by  relinquifiiing  their  property  in  the  pre.^ent  ferry, 
and  that,  therefore,  they  wilhed  to  be  heard  by  council  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe  ;  for  which  reafon  he  would  move  a  poRponement  for  the  prefent,  in 
order  that  they  might  be  indulged,  on  Friday  next,  to  fupport  their  claim  iu 
the  manner  they  defired. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer  thought  it  of  great  confequence,  not  only  to  the  city,  but  to 
the  Rate  at  large  i  and,  therefore,  was  of  opinion,  that  council  fhould  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  make  reply.  This  he  conceived  would  take  up  all  Friday  and  Sa¬ 
turday,  fo  that  the  Houfe  could  not  adjourn,  as  was  expelled  i  for  which 
reafon  he  believed  it  was  beft  to  poRpone  generally. 

Mr.  Fitz.fmmcn:  was  againft  poRponing  generally,  nor  could  he  conceive 
the  arguments  would  be  drawn  out  to  fuch  a  length  j  it  was  moreover  the 
T/jfii  of  the  wardens;  that  it  fliould  be  determined  before  the  Houfe  rofe. 
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Vlr.  D,  Clyme?-  faid,  he  had  jufl  been  fpoken  to  by  Mr.  Kail  and  Mr.  Blck- 
ham,  two  of  the  wardens,  and  they  dehred  to  have  it  podponed  generally. 

Mr.  Fitzjtnions  declared  it  was  not  five  minutes  fince  he  had  it  in  inftrudli- 
on  from  thofe  gentlemen,  to  get  it  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday — 
but  Mr.  D.  Clyme?-  all'ured  the  Houfe,  it  was  not  a  minute  hnce  they  had 
fpoken  to  him  in  the  gallery  for  the  general  poftponement.  Little  more  alter¬ 
cation  paffed,  when  it  was  determined  to  pwiIpcBe  generally. 

The  petition  of  Mary  Byorn  was  read  a  fecond  time,  but  no  order  taken 
thereon. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  falarles  of  the  oHicers  of  the  land-office  and  judge 
of  the  Admiralty,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrcffed. 

The  eledcion  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  and  regiffer  of  wills,  was  made  the 
^•rder  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Adjourned. 

Thursday,  Stptemhe?- ,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuani  to  adjournment. 

A  letter  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  from  Mr.  M‘Lane,  a  member  of  council. 
Informing,  that  the  body,  of  which  he  was  a  part,  had  appointed  his  fon 
Lazarus,  Prothonotary  for  the  new  county  of  Huntington ;  and  flaring,  that 
it  leems  to  be  the  general  opinion,  that  it  v/ould  be  proper  to  connedl  with  it, 
the  office  of  Regiffer  of  Wills  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  for  that  county,  as 
cither  of  the  offices  feparate  would  not  furniffi  a  fubfiftance  i  and  requefting, 
therefore,  that  the  Houfe  would  appoint  his  Ion  to  that  office. 

Colonel  Piper  prefented  a  petition  from  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Glades,  praying  a  divifion  of  Bedford  county. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  prefented  a  number  of  petitions  from  three  thoufand  fix: 
hundred  and  eighty-one  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  neighbourhood,  praying  the 
Houfe  would  take  neceff'ary  meafures  to  have  the  new  Fcederal  Conftitutioa 
adopted  in  this  ftate. 

Mr.  JVynkoop  prefented  a  bill  to  enable  the  ffieriffi  of  the  county  of  Luzerne 
to  remove  his  prifoners  to  the  jail  in  Northampton  i  to  appoint  commiflioners 
to  run  the  line  of  the  fame  county,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Evans  prefented  the  report  of  a  committee  on  the  petition  of  Humphrey 
fullerton. 

Mr.  Fl^z/immens  prefented  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  vifit 
and  infpedl  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital — They  declared  themfelves  fatisffed  with 
the  condudl  of  the  officers,  and  thought  the  management  was  fuch,  as  did 
credit  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  the  care  of  the  inftitution. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  account  of  monies  received  into 
the  ftate-treafury  for  taxes,  between  the  iff  of  January  and  dth  of  September, 
1787,  report — 

THAT,  by  the  faid  account,  it  appears  there  are  large  arrears  due  by  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  feveral  counties  of  this  ffate,  upon  the  taxes  of 
178Z,  3  and  Si  and  that  very  little  has  been  received  upon  the  tax  of  th-e 
prefent  year.  Upon  enquiry  at  the  treafury,  they  find,  that  all  the  order* 
drawn  by  the  ffate-treafurer  upon  the  treafurers  of  the  different  counties, 
which  have  been  paid,  appear  to  their  credit  in  the  account  laid  before  the 
Houfe. 

They  were  further  informed,  that  the  praaice  of  drawing  orders  on  the 
punty  treafurer  has  {jgea  long  followed,  and  is  thought  to  be  convenient  to 
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--  difcontinued,  fo  feo. 
The  committee  Perceiving  I^e  deficiencyiTpryment?^  ,Ve 

::"eS:^fr:'’.:d''A?mTi. 

tions,  by  letter,  to  the  county' treafu?e!-“'heha^df*’^*''^^'  repeated  applica- 
them.  with  a  view  to  Emulate  them  tl' great  r  t"er'orrt”d 't 

J::  w>'>^^  -anaac::hderyetnrhaTb;e,: 

the  tVeafu^er  of  the  t"  Zpro'**  -™™i'tee.  that 

ofjnlylafi.  oun  y  o  htladelphia  had  fettled  his  account  to  the  a  ill 

of'chrcoumhirv  v“l’  ’’T'r,''"’  delinquency 

havine  odd  bn  th  ,h  r  a  Vpear  inexcufable  t  the  former 

Ihillings,  towards  thTux^fol  ‘Ts  Indf  f!’ 

ta?es  of  7s  I’  feven-pencet  the  latter  has  paid  of  the 

fhillin''-  and  f' 11  j'  ^“’’■drt^d  and  eighty-four  pounds,  eighteen 

S;d  forst  feven  hun- 

dred  and  forty-hx  pounds ,  ten  Ih.llings  and  nine-pence. 

e  count.es  of  Bedford,  Northumberland,  Wefl.noreland  and  Fran.klin, 
have  paid  icarce  any  thing. 

The  committee  fuliy  impreffed  with  the  injuftice  and  dangerous  eonfequeacs 
of  Inch  delinquencies  are  of  opinion,  that  a  review  of  our  tax-laws  is  become 
abfolutely  neceaiary  ;  but  as  the  duration  of  the  prefent  Alfembly  will  not 
admit  ol"  It,  tney  lubmit  me  following  refolution; 

Refehed,  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  fucceeding  General 
Affembly,  to  revife  the  laws  for  alleffing  and  colleaing  the  public  taxes. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions  from  fundry  perfons 
affeaed  by  the  act  vefling  the  fettlers  at  Wyoming,  in  the  title  to  certain  lands 
on  the  Sufquehanna,  and  of  lundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Sundbury  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  report —  ’ 

contrariety  of  opinion  among  fuch  of  the  petitioners  a 
ytended  the  comm.trne,  refpeaing  the  relief  prayed  for,  they  required  from 

them  a  date  of  their  demands  in  writing,  and  received,  in  confequence.  the 
paper  marked  A.  s  ’ 

In  which  they  requefl:,  that  two  perfons  be  appoi.nted  for  the  fpecial  purpcfe 
of  valuing  the  lands  belonging  to  the  owners  under  the  Pennlylvania  rights, 
whicdi  may  be  adjudged  to  the  Connedicut  claimants  i  one  to  beappoIn^ed  by 
the  ftate— the  other  by  the  land  owners. 

They  further  requeft,  that  the  compenfation  to  be  made  them  be  in  laud, 
or  in  certificates  bearing  intereft,  payable  in  feme  fiiort  perlad  ;  for  the  re- 
demption  of  which  a  fp  ecifick  fund  Ihall  be  affigned  ;  and  that  the  certificates 
lo  iliued,  lhall  be  receivable  in  the  land-office  for  fees.  '  ' 

The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sunbury  complain  of  the  mode  of  com¬ 
penfation,  propofed  by  the  aft. 

The  committee  fubmitting  the  propriety  of  thefe  propofitions  to  the  Houfc, 
ouer  the  following  refolutions  : 

Refolded,  That  a  perfon  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth, 
who.together  with  one  other  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners/ 
ffi^ll  view  and  value  all  the  lands  belonging  to  perfons  holding  lands  iri 

Luzerne 
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Luzerne  county,  under  Pennfylvania  rights,  which  may  be  adjudged  to 
tonnedllcut  claimants,  and  fhall  make  return  of  fuch  valuation  to  the  board 
of  property,  who  fhall  finally  determine  on  fuch  valuation. 

ReJoheJ,  That  the  Comptroller-general  iflfue  certificates  to  fuch  of  the 
perfons  refpedlively,  as  (hall  apply  therefor,  for  the  fums  fo  adjudged  to  them, 
bearing-  intereft  at  the  rate  of  fix  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  that  fuch  cer» 
tificates  be  receivable  at  the  land-office  for  fees. 

Refelved^  That  funds  be  afligned  for  payment  of  fuch  certificates  in  infial- 
ments  within - “  ■  ■  yearst 

All  the  preceding  petitions  and  reports  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
Regifter  and  Recorder  for  Huntington,  and  on  calling  up  the  ballots,  there 
appeared  for 

Alexander  Henderfcrt^  3 
Lazarus  M‘Claney  %6, 

Whereupon,  A.  Henderfon,  Efq.  was  appointed  to  that  office. 

The  Houfe  refumed  the  confideratlon  of  the  bill  poftponed  yefterday,  for 
eompenfating  fuch  as  have  advanced  money  for  enliliing  men,  &:c. 

This  bill  was  agreed  to  -without  the  amendments,  which  w’ere  yefierday 
thought  necelfary. 

The  bill  for  mending  and  keeping  In  repair  the  public  roads  and  highways  in 
this  State,  was  taken  up  for  a  third  reading.  It  was  propofed  by  Mr.  Wheeler, 
that  this  aa  ffiould  continue  only  for  one  year.— Mr.  PVhitehill  moved,  that 
it  lliould  be  two  years. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  was  for  the  ffiorteft  period,  as  it  was  confelTed  on  ail 
hands,  that  the  prefent  bill  was  inadequate  to  keep  the  roads  in  any  tolerable 
ftate  :  if  this  law  was  to  expire  with  the  year, it  would  be  neceiTary  to  draw  the 

attention  of  the  next  Houfe  to  make  better  regulation,  which  he  was  forry, 
had  not  been  done  by  the  prefent. 

Mr.  Logan  dilliked  doing  things  by  halves  ;  the  roads  could  never 'be  im¬ 
proved,  while  fuch  an  ineffedlual  fydem  was  adhered  to.  He  would  rather 
almoft  be  without  any  law,  than  have  one  like  the  prefent. 

The  bill  was,  however,  agreed  to,  with  but  a  fmall  alteration— and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  engrolTed. 

On  motion  and  by  fpeclal  order  .the  bill  entitled,  “an  to  enable  the  ffierlfT 
and  jufiices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Luzerne  to  confine  prifoners  in 
the  common  gaol  of  the  county  ofNorthampton,  and  to  empower  the  commif- 
fioners  to  run  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  Nefcopeck  creek,  dividing  the  county 
of  Northumbeiland  from  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  mentioned,”  was  taken  up  for  a  fecond  reading. 

Mr.  JVhitehill  oppofed  going  on  with  the  bill  i  becaufe  as  it  was  Intended 
to  adjourn  on  Saturday,  there  could  not  be  time  for  the  Houfe  to  go  through, 
the  ufual  forms  in  paffing  it.  v 

IAy.  Fttzjimmons .  ‘If  there  is  no  other  reafon  againft  palling  this  bill,  but 
that  the  time  is  too  fhort,  I  imagine  the  Houfe  will  not  think  it  of  weight ; 
becaufe  there  is  fureiy  time  enough— but  if  it  is  intended  to  oppofe  it, 
on^other  ground,  and  in  long  debate,  that  might  be  fo  far  wafted,  as  to  render 

it  impoftible  to  complete  it — I  ffiould,  therefore,  be  glad.  Sir,  to  know  what 
wc  are  to  expedf. 

Mr.  Whitehil!  againft  changing  the  lav/s  from  day  to  day,  and 

altering  them,  fo  as  to  give  it  in  the  power  of  a  few  men  to  ele£l  reprefen- 
’  tatives. 
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tativcs,  and  thereby  deftroy  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  people.  This  is 
furely  a  matter  of  too  tnach  confe^ueace  to  be  haliily  gone  into  therefor^ 
It  IS  not  right  to  go  on.  *' 

^  Mr  claufe  in  the  b?l],  which  the  Member  complains  cf, 

is  ound  to  deftroy  the  and  privileges  of  our  citizens,  furply  we  fhali 

not  agree  to  it— but  that  will  be  a  proper  fubjedl  of  confideraticn,  when 
It  comes  before  us. 

Mr  FtrMey  was  on  the  committee,  and  had  agreed  to  pafs  fo  much  of  the  bill, 
as  refpeeis  mabimg  the  (herilFof  Luaerne,  to  confine  his  prifoners  in  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  ccunty-no  county  could  do  well  without  a  gaol  i  as  this  had  none”  it 
was  nece  aiy  to  give  the  indulgence  ;  for  he  believed  there  were  many  per- 
fons,  who  ought  to  be  confined-therefore,  he  would  agree  to  pafs  that  mucH 
of  the  bill.  A1  the  feveral  claufes  of  the  bill  were  agreed  to,  but  the  follow^ 

*  P  w  ereas  by  reafen  of  the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  country  now 
erei^ed  into  tne  county  of  Luzerne,  there  have  been  no  affelTments  made 
by  the  commi  Jioners,  and  therefore  returns  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  therein 
cannot  e  rna  e  to  the  judges  of  eledlion,  whereby  doubts  may  arife,  whether 
^  ^  old  the  eledfion  according  to  law  v  for  remedy  whereofii 

Be  It  enaaed,  and  it  is  hereby  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  the 
feledhon  which  (hall  be  made  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  in  puifuance  of  thd 
laid  fupplementary  adf,  (hall  be  deemed  valid  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  ; 
any  law,  ufage  or  cuftom  to  the  contrary  noCwithflanding.  Provided  that  in  all 
future  eleaions  which  Ihall  be  holden  in  the  faid  county  of  Luzerne  after  the 
enfuing  general  ele^ion,  the  fame  rules  ftiall  be  obferved  as  have  been  or 

fhali  be  prelcnbed,  for  the  regulating  the  eledions  in'  the  other  counties  of  this 
Commonwealth. 


Mr.  Ftnel/ej.—l  am  not  in  favor  of  this  claufe,  Mr.  Speaker,  becaufe  1 
think  it  unnecellary.  The  W'ant  of  the  lift  of  raxables,  Sir,  does  not  prevent 
their  holding  an  election,  but  it  is  the  commillicners  who  have  done  wrong  ia 
not  furnifiiing  them,  and  they  are  to  be  puniflied  by  hne  according  to  law— but 
the  eledtion  may  be  held  notwithftanding,  for  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe  war¬ 
rants  thein  in  condudting  the  eledtion  in  fuch  manner — other  counties,  in  fimi- 
lar  circumftances,  have  done  fo;  The^counties  on  the  frontiers,  which  have 
been  excufed  paying  taxes  for  fome  years,  could  have  no  aflfeirments  i  con- 

fequently  mult  adt  without  fuch  lifts  at  the  eleaion.  Now  as  this  had  been 

the  cafe  heretofore  in  feveral  counties,  furely  thefe  may  acl  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  efpecially  as  they  have  held  one  eledlion  there,  and  appointed  their 
officers,  and  any  fpecial  interpofttion  of  the  Jegiflature  is  improper. 

Mr.  Fiifimmdns .—It  is  true,  Sir,  there  has  been  an  eledlion  ’in  that 
county,  as  the  gentleman  obferves- and  if  under  the  exifting  laws  of  the 
State,  they  are  enaoled  to  hold  another,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  conftftent 
with  propriety  to  go  on  with  this.— But,  Sir,  it  does  not  appear  to  me, 
that  they  have  the  power  to  eledl,  for  your  law  requires  that  a  lift  of  taxable? 
he  given  to  the  judges  >  and  the  conftitution  goes  further,  and  declares  that 
the  perlbn  ffiall  have  paid  taxes  to  the  State— by  which  means,  the  people  of 
that  diftridt  are  precluded  the  exercife  of  this  privilege.— Now  it  becomes 
our  duty  to  put  it  into  their  power  to  be  reprefented  on  this  floor,  and  this  re- 
prefencation,  Sir,  will  be  a  great  fecurity  of  the  good  behaviour  and  fideli¬ 
ty  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory— but  if  they  can  be  reprefented  with¬ 
out  this  fpecial  interference,  1  apprehend  the  claufe  is  unneceffiary.— With 
pefpedl  to  the  gentleman’s  obfervation  of  other  counties  having  held  elec¬ 
tions 
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tfons  <vitliout  paying  taxes*  I  apprehend  the  lift  of  voters  was  made  out  froiqd 
the  old  affellments — but  1  underftand  no  airelTrnent  was  ever  made  in  that 
country,  v»fhich  has  for  many  years  been  a  feat  of  diforder. 

Mr.  Hockley, — By  the  eledlion  law.  Sir,  the  judges  cannot  accept,  the  v6t« 
ftf  any  man,  but  thofe  who  have  paid  taxes,  and  whofe  name  is  on  the  lllk 
made  out  by  the  afteffors.  How  then  can  thefe  people,  who  have  paid  no 
tax,  pretend  to  vote  without  your  licence  !  You  know.  Sir,  that  many  of  thq 
people  in  thofe  parts  are  enemies  to  your  government,  and.fcek  every  meaa 
and  opportunity  of  pppoling  jt.  Is  it  not  right,  therefore,  for  us  to  ftrengthen, 
the  hands  of  our  friends  there;,  and  by  removing  the  doubt  of  the  validity 
their  future  eledtion,  prevent  the  partifans  of  diforder  from  encreafing  it,  bj 
creating  confufion  in  our^government  ?  , 

Mr.  Fit&Jimmoris  thought  th.e  provifion  as  necelTary  this  year  as  it  was  the 
laft.  The  .people  continued  as  turbulent,  and  nothing  had  yet  been  done 
effedtuaUy  to  reconcile  them  to  ouf  laws  and  government.  ,  Indeed  every; 
reafon  that  operated  on, the  members  to  pafs  the  law. laft  December,  to  enable; 
them  to  hold  an  election,  operated  as  forcibly  now,  perhaps  more  fo,  as  ifc 
failure  would  be  a  caufc  of  rejoi<:ing  to  the  perfons  ir^  oppcfition  to  goed  order.. 
This  being  the  cafe,  he  concluded  the  claufe  necelTary,  and  fhould  agree  to 
its  adoption.  .  >  ;  ;  .  -  5 

Mr.  JVhttehill. — I  think  it  very  improper  to  adopt  this  efaufe;  .for  when, 
we  come  to  confider  it,  we  ought  not  to  take  up  a  meafure  of  this  importance,, 
and  at  fo  (hort  a  day.  It  would  be  better  to  let  them  remain  altogether  with¬ 
out  an  cledlion  at  all,  than  hurry  it  forward  in  this  manner.  When  we  come 
to  confider,.  Sir,  that  it  is  but  a.bopt  ten  days.. before  the  eleiSlipn  comes  on,; 
can  it  be  fuppofed  this  law  will  be  carried  up  to  thenci  in  time  Why  thea 
fhall  we  move,  the  bufinefs  out  of  the  common  and  ordinary  mode  of  doing  it* 
and  be  giving  thern  other  power  than  what  they  have  a  right  to  ?  .They  c'an-- 
not  eledl  without  having  paid  taxes ;  and  if  there  is  but  one  fu^h  perfon,  he 
has  a  right,  and  they  will  corn,e  forward,  and.ele^^l  their  officers  at  the  proper 
time.  Why,  therefore,  lhallwe  .be  d'ejircyingx.\it  rights  libertiet sii 
people. at  this  rate?  They  have  the  power,  I  fay,  to  eledl,  and  they  will 
come  forward  )  they  are  organized,'  and  have  chofen  their  officers,  the  mem¬ 
ber  to  council^  and  a  rnember  to  this  houTc,  their  commiflionersi  and  others. 
How  then  can  it  be  neceffary  to  alter  the  mode  for  pondudling  fuch  eledlion?" 
It  is  not  necelTary  that  returns  Ihpuld  be  made  of  the  taxable  inhabitants^ 
where  no  taxes  have  been  paid*  They  have  had  the  power  to  hpid  an  clecSlioia 
once  already  by  the  indulgence' of  this  Houfe,  for  their  own  officers  ;  if  thejf 
Ifiave  not  done  it  properly,  let  it  lay  to  their  own  charge;  it  is  nothing  to  us,.. 
This  is  deftroyrng  our  former  laws  regulating  eledlions,  flying  in  the  face  of 
the  conftitution,  and  deftroying  the  and/r/W/p^rx  of  the  people,  and 

it  wj.ll  be  a  dangerous  precedent  for  other  counties  to  corne  forward,  |nd  pray 
another  alteration  to  fuit  themfelves  a  few  days  before  the  eledlion.  comes  on,* 
fo  that  they  may  conduft  it  to  anfwer  their  private  purpofes.  If  this  meafure 
too  had  been  necelTary,  why  did  the  people  not  come^  forward  earlier  in,  the 
Teflion  ?  I  am  fure  they  have  had  full  opportunity.  It  has  been  faid,  that  th© 
people  there  are  oppofed  to  our  government ;  if  fo,  I  am  fure  then  we  ar© 
ftriving  with  a  matter  we  can’t  come  up  with ;  they  feem  oppofed  to  our 
government.  Will  then  this  law  deftroy  that  pppofition  ?  No.  Laws  like 
this,  made  for  party  purpofes,  will  rather  inercafe  the  oppofition.  We  have 
ao  applicacioa  to  Ihew  tts?  that  the  people  thiak  it  acceflary ;  yyo  hayc  fiothing 
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but  a  letter  from  one  or  two  perfons}  and  thefe,  if  they  faw  k  could  not  be 
done  without,  might  have  applied  in  time.  They  fay  the  unfettled  ftate  of 
that  country  has  prevented  them  hitherto  from  having  the  neceffary  forms 
Completed — But  will  this  law  fettle  them  ?  No  ;  we  cannot  fettle  the  minds 
.  of  the  people  *  it  is  impolTible.  When  we  come  to  confider.  Sir,  all  thefe 
points,  it  Ihews  clearly,  that  we  can’t  take  up  the  bufinefs  at  thii  time,  nor 
do  any  good  by  doing  fo,  ’ 

Mr.  Wynh^p  was  in  favour  of  this  claufe  >  and  why  he  was  in  favour  of  the 
claufe,  he  would  wilh  to  inform  the  Houfe—^it  was  from  the  neceflity  he  faw 
of  having  fuch  a  one  in  the  bill.  Suppofe  we  paf?  the  bill  without  it,  he 
'Would  alk,  how  were  the  infpe^tors  to  judge  of  the  qualification  of  the  elec¬ 
tors?  Do  not  our  eledlion  laws  preferibe  this  mode,  that  the  judges  Ihall  be- 
furnilhed  with  a  lift  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  ?  And  none  but  fuch  are  to  be 
allowed  to  vote.  Is  it  not  alfo  infilled  upon  in  the  eonftitution,  that  every 
perfon  lhall  have  paid  a  tax  before  he  is  entitled  to  be  an  eledlor  ?  I  would 
alk,  Sir,  how  is  the  judge  to  difpenfc  with  his  oath  in  admitting  perfons  he 
(does  not  know?  How  can  the  evidence  of  his  having  paid  taxes  be  produced, 
'unlefs  the  tax-lifts  are  made  out?  Either  the  judge  muft  refufe  the  ele£lor, 
or  perjure  himfclfi  the  legillature  having  preferibed  this  mode,  in  order  to 
enable  the  officers  to  condudl  the  eleflion  with  regularity.  They  muft  alter 
it  in  favor  of  a  people,  whofe  peculiar  fituaticn  is  fuch.  Sir,  as  renders  a 
compliance  with  the  exiftirrg  laws  impradlicable.  Without  this  is  done.  Sir, 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  judges  could  not  receive  one  vote,  and  we  Ihould 
have  no  cleftion  :  therefore,  as  the  neceflity  continues,  which  dicSlated  the 
former  law,  Sir,  I  fuppofe  the  Houfe  will  readily  concur  in  remedying  a 
iimilar  inconvenience. 

Mr.  ^Fit^Jimons  would  juft  remark,  that  the  member  from  Cumberland  haft 
faid,  this  was  to  anfwer  party  purpofes.  Now  if  he  has  any  reafon  for  fuch 
Tuppofition,  I  wllh  him  to  inform  the  Houfe  ;  if  he  has  received  any  intima-* 
tion,  it  is  his  duty  to  make  the  members  acquainted,  that  we  may  know  on 
what  ground  we  ftand,  and  not  enter  into  a  meafure  which  has  a  party-poinc 
to  carry  for  its  objedl.  For  my  part,  I  am  totally  unacquainted  with  that 
country  and  its  inhabitants;  and  have,  nor  can  have,  no  other  principle  ia 
view  than  the  accommodation  of  the  county  ,  and  a  defire  to  enable  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Pennfylvania  to  exerdfe  their  unalienable  rights  in  a  legal  manner. 

•  Mr.  tVbitehlU gentleman  from  Bucks  (Mr,  Wynkoop)  has  called 
up  a  fubjedl.  Sir,  that  I  did  not  mean  to  take  notice  of.  He  Ihews  us,  that, 
by  our  eonftitution,  taxation  and  reprefentacion  are  equal ;  that  no  taxation, 
uo  reprtifentation.  Why  then  Ihould  thefe  people  be  allowed  a  reprefentative 
in  this  Houfe,  when  they  have  not  paid  a  farthing  of  tax  ?  Sir,  I  fay  they 
have  no  right  to  hold  an  eledlion  by  the  eonftitution,  tor  they  have  not  paid  a 
tax — 'But  why  will  gentlemen  bring  this  into  view  ?  I  wilhed  it  for  my  part  to 
fleep,  and  not  to  fay  any  thing  of  ic-^but  will  the  Houfe  now  agree  to  pafs  the 
claufe,  and  allow  a  reprefentacion  from  thofe  who  never  paid  a  tax?  No;  if 
they  muft  have  an  election,  let  it  be  under  the  old  laws — and  not  now,  for 
their  accommodation,  fly  in  the  face  of  our  eonftitution  and  eledlion  laws, 
if  they  do  ele55l,  let  them  held  the  eleftion  according  as  the  nature  of  the 
4;afewill  allow  them — but  to  authorife  people,  by  a  law,  to  chufe  a  repre- 
fentative,  who  has  no  right  to  come  forward  in  any  fuch  manner,  is  wrong  * 
it Is,  therefore,  dangerous  to  agree  to  it,  becaufe  it  is  cftabiifhing,  by  law,  a 

tight  in  the  peot>lc,  which  th^y  do  not  poffcfs.  The  gendemaa  from  the  city 

charges 
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charges  me  v/ith  faying  they  had  a  point  to  carry.  No,  Sir,  I  did  not  fay 
there  was  a  point  to  carry,  but  I  fay  there  may  be— I  don't  fay  whether  there 
is  or  is  not  ;  but  I  may  believe  as  I  pleafe— and  if  the  ekaion  is  embarral^d 
by  any  alteration  made  at  this  late  hour,  the  reprcfentation  may  be  very  in- 
adequate — and  though  I  wifh  the  people  to  have  an  ele<51ion,  yeti  wifh  thia  i 

Koufe  to  be  juftlfied  in  what  they  do  ;  and  therefore.  I  believe  they  will  not  V 

agree  to  the  claufe  ;  for  when  wc  come  to  confider  all  thofe  things,  we  ^ 

lhall  certainly  fee  its  impropriety.  i 

The  queftion  was  taken,  and  the  claufe  throwm  out.  ^  l  A 

The  preamble  of  the  bill  came  under  confi deration,  which  ftated  the  m-  '  J 

convenience  the  county  fuftained  for  want  of  a  gaol  to  confine  perfons  ar*  ■ 

refted  for  debt  or  offences,  and  reprefenting  the  neceflity  of  authorifing  the  :| 

to  confine  them  in  the  neighbouring  counties.  ^  •_  | 

Mr.  Ztfwry.— If  the  Speaker  pleafes— he  will  fee  that  there  is  no^  occa-  ^  | 

Hon  to  empower  the  fherifF  to  remove  his  priloners,  becaufe  as  he  is  on  y  ^  M 

eledted  till  the  ninth  of  next  month,  when  that  expires,  his  authority  ex..  | 

pires,  and  there  will  be  no  IherifF  to  arrcft  them— for  fare  i  am  that  ther^  |  | 

can  be  no  eledlion  in  that  county  under  the  exifting  law.  i 

Mr.  Fttz.Jtmmons  thought  the  obfervation  of  the  worthy  member  from  ,  li 

Lancafter  was  irrefiftable,  and  the  Members  muft  regret  having  thrown  out  a 

claufe  upon  which  the  whole  bill  depended.  _.  ,  ■ 

The  Speaker  a/ked,  if  it  was  moved  to  reconfider,  when  Mr.  Fitziimmons  | 

faid,  he  was  not  interefted,  and  had  no  point  to  carry.  (  After  a  general  I 

fiience  for  a  few  minutes,  )  •  ,  •  nr  i 

Mr.  G.  C/^/K^r faid,  I  confefs,Mr.  Speaker,!  have  a  point  to-carry  m  | 

ing  this  bufinefs  i  that  is,  to  give  fatisfaaion  to  the  people,  and  to  enable  them  i 

to  exercile  the  right  of  citizenfhip— I  will,  therefore,  move  to  re-confider  that  I 

claufe.  The  Member  from  Cumberiaud  fays,  that  they  cannot  be  reprefented  | 

without  paying  taxes,  and  yet  lets  you  know,  that  other  counties  have  chofen  9 

their  •fficers,  when  they  have  paid  no  tax.  Thefe  kind  of  arguments  are  J 

very  flimfy,  if  not  contradidlory ,  and  by  no  means  applicable  to  the  prefent  i 

cafe.  He  afferts,  that  reprcfentation  depends  altogether  upon  taxation  ,  if  9 

we  apply  his  maxim  ftriaiy,  I  apprehend  we  fhould  not  have  been  honored  ■ 

yvith  the  company  of  that  Member,  or  any  other,  from  Cumberland  ;  tne  B 

people  of  which  county  have,  for  fome  years  paft,  contributed  little  or  no-.  I 

thing  toward  the  exigences  of  the  State.  It  would  not  be  an  eafy  matter  to  I 

afeertain  the  exaa  reprefentation,  which  Ihould  be  permitted  in  many  other  o  I 

the  back  counties.  The  gentlemen  of  this  Houfe  will  confider  What  motive  | 

induced  them  to  pafs  a  law,  at  their  firft  felTion,  admitting  thefe  people  to  the  L 

fights  of  citizens,  and  then  they  will  inquire  whether  thofe  reafons  ftill  con.  | 

tinue.  I  believe  it  is  well  known,  that  the  diforders  in  that  country  are  by  ,  » 

no.  means  done  away,  and  all  we  have  hitherto  done  will  be  ine  .  e  N 

Member  from  Cumberland  fays,  that  they  will  not  have  a  right  to  be  re-  <  « 

prefehted,  and  yet  fays,  they  may  be  reprefented  i,  if  fo,  it  does  not  lureiy  |  I 

occur  to  him  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  difpenfe  with  the  obligation  c  t  e  ^  | 

Uw;  the  judges  of  the  election  are  fworn  to  receive  none  but  the  votes  of  tax-  I 

hie  inhabitants,  if  they  have  not  the  lift  of  fuch,  and  they  receive  any  votes.  j 

they  fubjea  tliemfelves  to  perjury  ;  but  if  this  claufe  is  adopted,  it  enablea  I 

them  to  hold  the  eleftion  without  contemning  or  being  guilty  of  traurgrelhott  | 

againft  the  law.  ,  ,  c  »  I 

Mr.  tVhitihill*  I  hav§  Keard  no  good  .rcafoa  offered  by  any  of  the  gentle-  ■ 

ITiGuf.  iH 
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snen  for  re-confidering,  A  gentleman  fays,  that  the  Member  from  Cumberland 
ought  to  confider.  that  his  county  would  not  be  entitled  to  a  reprefentatioh  an^ 
lo  on  ;  hut  I  fay,  i;  ought  not  to,  be  confidered  by  him  ;  let  us  pay  taxes  or 
not,  we  have^a  right  to  be  reprefentcd  ;  for  the  taxes,  though  they  are  not 
collected,  are  yet  -levied;,  and  if  they  are  not  coHedt'ed,.it  is.  not  the  faultof  the 
S^eople  but  the  officer  appointed  for  th.at  bufinefs  ;  .but  .this  people- at  Wyoming 
do  not  pay  any  tax  Are  they. not  come  in, from  another  State,and  why  (hould 
they,  be  encouraged  to  take  away  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  give  them 
to  aliens  and.  foreigners the  cafes  are  by  no  means  iimilar  ;  he  fays,,  if  they 
don’tget.a.righrto  come  forward  under  the  law,,  they  are  deprived  of  a  re- 
33refentatlon;i  why  fo  in  my  opinion  ...they  ought  to,  be  deprived,  until  they 
prove  they  ought  ,  to  hMvc  .it  »  if  the  commiffioners  have  not  taken  care  to 
^  erve  the  formalities  at  the  laft  eleflion,  or  if/ through  inadvertance-,  they 
liave  not,  made  neceffiary  arrangements,  for  the.  enfuing,  eleaion,  it  is -no  fault 
4)t  ours  ;  but.how  does  this  law.  ftand  with  the  conHitution.  of  the  State  ? 

confid.er,  it  does  not  .correfpond  .with,  it,  nor  cannot  ;  >  as  for 
e  c  ce.rs  dj^enfi-ng  with  -the  law,  af  the -next  general' ele(5fi<>ii,  there  is 

I  believe  the  da.w  doe.s  not. require  phedieaice.  where, 
.there  IS  iiot.a  poffibility  of  coming  up  .  with  Jt  ;  in  all  fugi  cafes  they  will 
left  to,  their  owp  diferetion,  and  who  ever  faw  pVery  requifitioh  in  the  lav/ 
complied  with  at  an  ele^ion.  I  believe  when  gentleman;  come  . to  confider, 
they  will  find  ,  the  rules,  never  ftridlly  kept— and  if  the  officers  come 
Uis  near  to  them  as.  poflible,.^  it  ^is.gs  much  as  can  be  expecled  >  the  Houfe 
ihould  confider  too  who  it  is  wiffied  this  bill  (hould  be  enaaed;  Jt  ,is  applied 
i'or  by  only  one  or  two,  perfons,  and  can. they  know  the  minds  of  the  body 
^f  the  people  .  may  be  they  don’t  want  to  come  under  your  govern- 
tnent,.and  this  is  giving  them  a  right, that  they  are  not , entitled,  rjor  cannot  ac'- 
cjuire  under  the  exifiing  laws  ;  and  I  would  aik  whether  they  had  not  bet- 
aer  dirpenfe, with  theJaws,,. then  we  break  that  folem  n  obligation,  we  have 
entered  into,., to  preferve  inviolate  the  conflitution  of  Penprylvania—I  don’t 
"wilh  the,  power  of  the  legiflature  to  be  called  in  quelfion,  for  paffing  fuch 
3aws  as  the  prefent  .contrary  to  the  firft  principle  of  the  cpnftitution  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania;  when  gentlemen  come  to  confider  thefe  reafons,  they  will  furely 
judge  it  improper  to  pafs  this  claufe  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who 
Jiave  all  the  necelTary  powers  without  it.  '  ‘ 

,  Mr.  f/tzjmmatis  did  not  understand  thp  objealon  which  the  Member  from 
Cumberland  had  made  :  the  one  from  Weftmoreland  had  contended  it  was 
^VnnecelTary  ;  but  he  fuppofed  the  gentleman  was  convinced  of  the  contrary, 
as  he  had  withdrawn  his  oppofition,  or.  at  leaft,  did  no  longer  fupport  that 
idea  the  Member  who  fpoke  laft,  had  advanced  fuch.  a  contrariety  of 
;a0'ertions,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  kpow  what  he  meant  ;  in  one  part 
©f  his  harangue  he  tells  you  that  eledfions  can  be  held,  in  another  he 
i ays,  they  are  not .  entitled  to  a  reprefentation,  becaufe  they  have  not  paid 
taxes  ;  if  gentlemen  are  convinced  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  a  repre- 
fentation,  then  furely  we  will  not  admit  them  to  the  exercife  of  that  pri- 
-vilege  ;  but  I, believe  it  is  pretty  generally  underftood  through  the  Houfe,  that 
cleaion  can  be  held,  unlefs  the  legifiature  will  warrant  the  judges  to  dif- 
yenfe  with  that  part  of  the  law  which  refpeas  the  lilt  of  taxables  ;  as  for 
the  violation  of  the  conftitution,  we  do  that  no  more  in  the  prefent  inltance 
y*ar  »  tha  reafon  I  did  not  move  for  a  reconfideration  of 
thf  claufe,  was  lo  give  thofe  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  remedying  the  evil 
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they  ocCaGoned  by  voting  againft  it :  for  it  is  clearly  feen,  that  the  bill  will  be 
r.ugatory  without  that  claufc,'  and  all  the  raeafures  we  have  entered  into,  to 
allay  that  fpirit  of  turbulence  and  diforder  among  the  people  at  Wyoming,  will 
fall  through. 

Mr.  Robinfon. — As  the  I^oufe  feems  to  think,  if  I  may  judge  from  their  lafi 
vote,  that  the  claufe  which  is  rupprcfifed,  is  contrary  to  the  Conllituuon,  it 
will  not  be  amifs  to  examine  that  opinion  ;  but  if  it  be  fo,  and  on  the  ground, 
the  member  from  Cumberland  maintains,  by  looking  over  our  eleaion-Uwr,, 
we  (hall  find  they  are  all  contrary.  The  confiitution  exprefsly  declares,,  that 
every  man  lhall  pay  a  tax  within  the  year,  before  he  can  be  entitled  to  a  vote 
for  reprefentatives,  unlefs  he  be  the  fon  of  a  freeholder,  of  the  age  of  twenty 
one,  who  may  be  an  eleaor,  although  he  has  not  paid  taxes.  Now,  Sir, 
what  do  your  eledion  laws  require  Only  that  elei^ors  (hpuld  have  been  af- 
feffed,  as  the  gentleman  informs  you.  If  the  conditution,  in  that  refpedl:, 
had  been  attended  to,  many  happy  and  material  confequences  would  have  ro- 
fulted  to  Pennfylvania  ;  and  as  was  obferved  by  a  gentleman  from  the  city, 
we  (hould  not  have  had  the  metnber  from  Cumberland,  aor  many  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  among  us.  But  certainly,  Sir,  no  man  is  cut  off  from  his  rights  and 
privileges  in  this  ftate,  for  the  omiflion  or  negle6l  of  another.  If  lifts  of  tax- 
ables  are  not  made  out  by  the  afifeffbrs,  nor  furnilhed  to  the  ipfpeftors,  are 
people  to  lofe  their  right  of  ejedling  publ'.C  olficera?  Or,  if  the  ft^te  fhould^ 
find  it  unnecefiTary  to  cal!  upon  its  inhabitants  for  any  revenue  in  the  fpace  of 
one  year,  as  was  the  cafe  in  i  784,  does  it  follow,  that  no  eledlion  (hoiild  take 
place  thereafter.  If  they  had  not  paid,  or  Were  not  called  on,  the  reafour  ' 
;ableconftru£lion  is,  that  they  have  done  nothing  to  forfeit  their  franchifes.  Sure- 
iy  it  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  conftitution,  though  it  is  the  dead  letter, 
disfranchife  the  whole ftate;  when  the  colledlion  of  taxes  become  unnecefiTary. 
Similar  to  this  appears  to  rne  to  be  the  fituation  of  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
ff  the  commiflloners  had  not  done  their  duty,  nor  quotaed  a  tax,  the  people 
have  not  been  in  fault:  for- how  could  they  pay  that  for  which  they  were 
never  alked  .^  Therefore,  if  proper  means  were  not  taken  to  have  the  tax 
AlTefiCed,  or  rather  no  quota  impofed  upon  that  county,  it  has  been  the  over- 
^ght  of  government,  and  it  remains  fer  us  to  apply  the  remedy. 

'  Mr.  was  clearly  oif  the  fentiment,  that  the  eledlion  law  corre- 

fponded  with  the  conftitution.  The  conftitution  requires,  as  the  gentleman 
f^ys>,  that  the  tax  (hould  be  paid  within  the  year  ;  and  where  is  the  dlfagree- 
ment?  Are.not  the  taxes  afiTeffed  on  our  lands  And  are  not  they  always  liable 
(or  the  payment  of  thara  The  moment  they  are  afiTefifed,  the  people  are 
fuppofed  to  have  paid  them.  Surely  there  is  a  payment  in  that  fenfe,  and  a 
clear  and  good  payment  too  i  therefore,  we  are  not  to  find  fault  with  thefc 
people,  becaufe  the  colledor  does  not  do  fiis  duty — fo  that  part  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  is  eafily  fet  afide.  But  has  the  member  from  the  county,  or  any. other, 
in  their  power  to  fay,  that  the  people  have  paid  at  any  time,  or  been  afiTefifed 
at  all.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  people  bound  as  were  by 
a  mortgage  on  their  effates,  and  thofe  who  are  never  citizens  of.Bennfylvania. 
Is  it  ppflible  that  we  have  not  feen,  that  that  county  is  organized,  and  that 
the  people  can  hold  their  eledlion  under  the  general  laws  of  the  ftate  ?  Bu;,  if 
they  are  not  qualified,  can  the  law  give  them  power,  or  furnifh  them  with 
qualifications  to  come  forward  }  Will  you  then  make  election  laws  to  injure, 
the  rights  of  the  people  ?  If  they  are  regulated  already  under  the  former 
they  are  empowered  to  hold  eleilions.  I  think  they  have  as  great  a  power  as 
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we  can  give  them  for  this  pnrpofe ;  but  if  they  have  not,  we  ought  not  to 
give  them  other  powers  than  they  have  ;  and  if  the  judges  make  a  proper  re- 
turn  of  fuch  eleftion.  I  fqppofe  it  will  be  admitted,  ' 

Mr.  L<?wrej^.-~The  gentleman  fays,  that  the  judges  will  have  a  right .  to 
mate  a  return.  Why  there  wijl  none  fuch  e^tift.  Are  not  the  infpeaors  to 
be  appomted  before  the  eleai^^  be  held?  And  yet  there  i.  no  one  can 
for  hem.  The  laws  gre  deficient  on  this  head,  and  we  muft  fupply 
them,  if  we  mean  to  have  an  eleaion  held  in  that  county. 

Mr.  D  C/ymer,-^l  fhould  imagine  with  the  gentleman  from  Laneafler 
county,  that  if  we  don’t  give  them  power,  by  this  law,  to  hold  their  eleaion, 
they  will  have  none;  and  if  we  deftroy  the  means,  we  lhall  deftroy  the  end. 
:ihat  the  comraiffioners  of  the  county  have  not  done  their  duty,  is  a  bad 
real^on  to  curtail  the  rights  of  our  citizens  :  the  people  are  not  to  fufter  for 
their  negledl.  How  was  the  cafe  with  the  county  of  Dauphin,  when  the 
eorntniffioners  refufed  going  on  with  the  alTeffments :  the  people  were  not 

tl  the  exercife  of  their  privileges,  I  vyould  alk  any  gentle- 

man  within  this  Houfe,  if  the  eleftors  arc  to  fulFer  for  the  fault  of  their  offi¬ 
cers.  We  have  once  tried,  but  without  fuccefs.  to  give  qujet  to  ih^  people  of 
that  country  ,  we  mull  try  it  again  until  we  fuegeed,  unlefs  we  mean  to 
change  our  mode  of  ading;  and  then,  perhaps,  we  may  deluge  the  country 
with  blood  which  feemstobe  the  wilh  of  that  gentleman  from  Cumberland, 
^  tne  Prefcnt  oppofition.  1  am  for  re-confidering  the  claufe—l  hope  the 

Houfe  IS  fully  convinced  of  its  ncceOicy,  and  they  will  cheerfully  concur  in 
the  motion.  ■* 

The  quefllon  was  now  put.  Shall  the  claufe  be  re-conlldered  >  when  there 
appeared  Ayes  39 — Noes  ao. 

On  the  queltion.  Will  the  Houfe  adopt  the  claufe?  Mr.  m/fM/ mfhed 

to  know,  whether  it  was  intended  to  admit  every  perfon  who  chofe  to  come 
forward  as  an  eledlor. 

Mr.  Brachnridge  having  juft  come  in,  alked  for  information  of  the  fubiefl: 
whereupon  the  Speaker  Bated  from  the  chair  the  objea  of  the  bill  before  the 
Houfe,  particularly  that  claufe  now  under  confideration  of  it.  He  had  re- 
I«ed,  that  the  commiflionera  had  not  taken  the  necelTary  mean  to  have  the 

affeffmenta  made;  wherefore  returna  of  taxable  inhabitants  cannot  be  made 
to  the  J  udges  of  eledlion. 

Mr.  contradiaed  the  flatement  made  by  the  Speaker,  becaufe  no 

e.mm,JJicners  had  been  chofen.  The  Clerk  now  read  the  letter  from  colonel 

ickering,  to^  clear  up  this  difference  i  from  which  it  appeared  ccmmifficners 
i?ad  been  appointed. 

Mr.  Brachnridge  declared  himfelf  fatislied,  and  thought  it  very  nroner 
that  the  Houfe  fhould  indulge  in  the  matter  propofed.  ^  ^  ^  * 

Mt.  Wright  Mtryti  xU,  a.  they  had  already  chofen  their  officers,  the 
Houfe  ought  not  to  interfere  any  more  with  them,  but  let  them  remain  where 
they  are,  until  the  returns  of  taxables  were  completed. 

The  queftion  was  taken  on  the  claufe,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
erdered  to  be  tranfcribed  and  publiftied— And  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  half 
pan  nine  To-morrow. 

_  Friday.  Septemher  48,  A.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  adjournment. 

A  petition  from  James  Long,  ah  infoivent  debtor,  conftned  in  £he  gaol  of 
city,  praying  relief,  was  read. 
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Mr.  Gray  prcfeated  the  petition  end  declaration  of  the  MagiSrates  ini 
Grand  jury  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  requeftihg  the  Houf«  to  agree 
fome  meafure  for  calling  a  convention  to  adopt  the  new  confederation, 

Mr.  Robinjon  prefented  a  fimilar  one  from  thirty-one  inhabitants  of  South* 
warlc  : 

Which  were  all  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  ordered^  that  Mefifrs.  Evans,  Robinfon  and  A.  Smith,  be  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  report  to  the  Houfe  the  bufinefs,  which  is  meant  to  be  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  fucceeding  one. 

The  bill  for  enabling  the  (herilF  of  Luzerne  county  to  confine  his  prifonere 
in  the  gaol  of  Northampton,  &c.  was  taken  up  for  a  third  readinga 

Mr.  Whitehill  thought  it  would  be  better  to  let  it  lie  over  until  the  next 
Houfe,  as  the  line  for  dividing  the  county,  was  not  agreeable  to  the  wiihei 
of  the  peopPe,  as  he  had  learned  this  morning  from  a  gentleman  of  that  coun¬ 
try  i  who  alfo  was  of  opinion,  that  the  eledlion  would  be  conducted  as  well 
without  this  law  as  with  it. 

The  Speaker  ftated,  that  a  gentleman  had  called  on  and  informed  him,  that 
the  line  would  be  more  agreeable  if  it  was  to  run  north  five  degrees  weft,  in- 
Read  of  north  one  degree  weft,  as  it  ftood  in  the  law — therefore,  if  the  Houfe 
thought  proper  to  make  fuch  alteration,  it  would  obviate  that  difficulty  }  but 
the  gentleman  had  not  Paid  x  word  on  the  fubje«ft  of  the  elcdlion. 

Mr.  Fitz.Jimmens  aiked  of  the  gentleman  who  reprefented  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  their  fentiments  on  running  the  line,  and  was  of  opinion  the 
Houfe  ffiould  decide  upon  their  information. 

Mr.  Dale  affured  the  Houfe,  the  line  mentioned  in  the  bill,  was  the  moft 
natural  and  beft  boundary,  and  Mr.  Hockley  and  Mr,  Wynkoop  declared,  they 
believe  it  wa -fuch  from  all  the  information  they  could  acquire,  when  on  the 
committee  ;  wherefore,  the  claufe  was  agreed  to  as  it  ftood — the  claufc  en¬ 
abling  the  fherlff  to  confine  his  prifoners  in  the  goals  of  the  neighbouring  county^ 
was  agreed  to  without  debate.  On  confidering  the  claufe  which  was  the  fub- 
jedf  of  debate  yefterday,-^ 

Mr.  Whitehill  faid,  I  cannot  agree  to  this  claufe.  What  is  the  reafon  that 
is  affigned  ?  Becaufe  the  affefibrs  have  not  made  any  return  of  the  taxable  in¬ 
habitants,  is  that  fufficient  to  take  away  the  power  of  the  people  holding  aa 
election  }  I  think  they  have  now  as  good  and  full  power  to  hold  an  election, 
as  ever  they  had — but  if  they  have  not  a  conftitutional  power  to  vote  for  offi¬ 
cers  of  governmen:,  no  law  that  can  be  made,  will  give  them  conftitutional 
power  i  but  they  have  it  now  in  their  power  to  proceed,  and  why  ffiould  we 
then  go  about  to  do  that  which  is  already  done  .^—-Therefore,  I  would  argue, 
that  there  is  no  neaeffity  for  the  claufe,  I  have  here  before  me  a  proof  ia 
point.  It  is.  Sir,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  council  of  cenfors. — There,  Sir,  is 
a  perfon  comes  forward  and  fwears,  that  they,  (the  inTpeftors,)  had  no  lift  of 
taxables,  at  the  cle£fion  of  1783,  held  in  this  city  t  another  fwears  it  was  noc 
thought  neceffary,  and  feveral  others  came  forward  to  prove  the  fame  i  this 
ffievfs.  Sir,  that  eleiSlions  have  been  condudfed  without  fuch  lift,  as  are  now 
judged  neceffary  :  chofe  proceedings  were  confirmed,  and  the  eleiftion  held 
valid.  How  was  it  alfo  in  Waffiington  county,  which  for  five  years  was  ex- 
cufed  paying  taxes;  thefe  precedents  are  enough  to  convince  us.  that  the  want  of 
the  lift  of  taxable#  is  not  fufficient  to  prevent  or  deHroy  an  eledfion.  What 
loo,  if  the  lift  was  not  properly  made  out,  the  infpeaors  are  not  bound  by  It  ? 
•r  fuppofc  the  infpedlor  te  ky  aridchis  lift  altogether  is  the  cledlion  to  be 

fet 
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we  come  to  eonWer,  that  the  foundation  of  this 
U  r  gentlemen,  who  have  heel 

the  your  bufinefs  ;  and  that  if  we  give  them  the  power  to  hold 

the  flate  a”’  ?  by  the  bill,  we  are  only  perverting  the  authority  of 

ive  r  ’f  ^  ca^  already.  Wheii 

T®  «■>’'  receive  the  eteflion  but 

to  thofl  whier'  ''  r’’^  o’‘'7'  “  Contrtry,'  or  in  oppofition 

eleflh,n  rrfu  ^  govern  the  reB  of  the  flute?  I  hope  they  will  carry  on  the 
eleftion  without  our  interference  i  and  as  I  know  they  are  able,  1  (hall  be 
againft  proceeding  with  the  prefent  claufe.  ,  , 

fvom  Cuiftbertand  fett  his  obieaions  upon 

InLllr  a  =■"■“"*"<'  y^fl^vday  ,  it  was  then  he 

not  ,f’V“’0iple  of  the  law  and  cohflitution,  that  they  were 

an  elc?};  °  a”r!  ^  Now  to-day  he  fays  they  can  and  will  hold 

oLrin?  f,  ^vgutnent,  the  examination  of  fome 

•  r  J'°  of  cenfors.  who  declared,  that 

i^Jh"  with  the  lift  of  taxables  in  this  city.  I  re- 

vwcumftance,  which  happened  at  a  time  when  our 
eleftion  laws  wpre  not  fo  perfefl,  and  lefs  regarded  than  at  prefent,  and  much 

W  'n  ^  '>’"  i^dgos  no  longer 

in  PhiUH  difterent  was  the  praaice  of  the  lafl  eleaion  held 

n  hiladelpeiia,  from  the  one  the  member  alluded  to,  that  not  only  the  lift 

ot  taxaoies  was.requifite,  but  proof  was  alfo  to  be  made,  that  the  perfon  had 
paid  taxes  within  the  year  before  he  was  admitted  to  vote.  The  gentleman 

^  1  privilege  granted  by  this  bill,,  as  well  as  that  by  the  bill 

paired  laft  December,  m  favour  of  the  feeders  at  Wyoming,  contrary  to  the 
onfticution  ,  but  now  he  fpeaks  of  having  received  information,  that  an  elec- 
non  will  be  held,  and  the  county  reprefented.  I  know  not  what  information 
he  has  acquired;  but  that  which  is  before  the.  Houfe,  fpeaks  plainly,  that  an 
cleaion  cannnt  be  held  without  this  provifion— And  from  the  obfervations 
which  were  made  yefterday,  it  is  clear,  that  none  can  be  held  without  difi 
penling  with  the  exiftmg  laws  and  conftkution.  Is  it  nor,  therefore,  better 
t-o  make  a  rpecial  Uw  for  the  convenience  of  thefe  people,  than  fuffer  a  con‘a 

tempt  and  difobedience  to  the  general  one,  which  is  bdreafter  to  regulate 
their  conduct.  °  ^ 

Dr  Ltp^an  infifted  the  member  from  Cumberland  had  Ihifted  his  ground  of 
oppo  The  ground  he  had  quitted,  was  tenable,-  beeaufe  fupported  by 

the  conftitution  And  he  had  paid  a  deference  on  that  account  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  ufed  yelierday,  when  it  was  conlidered,  that  the  revolution  originated 
upon  limilar  principles ;  that  reprefentation  and  taxation  Ihould  go  hand  in 
iiand.  He  had  felt  a  hope,  that  the  member  who  Teemed  ftrongly  imprelTed 
with  the  importance  of  this  fentiment,  would  ufe  his  intereft  and  influence  to 
induce  a  more  puniftual  compliance  among  his  conftituents,  who  were  lhame- 
ully  negligent.  I  obferved  (Paid  he)  that  ^johenevir  an  attempt  has  been 
ntede  to^  reduce  the  enormous  expence  of  cur  government,  that  that  member 
as  uniformly  opptfed'w^  at  the  fame  time  when  his  county  has  not  contributed 
for  lySzandg,  a  farthing  toward  that  expenee—therefore,  agreeable  to  his 
ovi  n  principles,  that  is,  thofe  which  w'cre  his  yefterday,  the  people  of  that 
cou..ty  have  no  right  to  hold  an  eleftion,  nor  he  no  authority  to  appear  ost  this 
poor.  This,  Sir,  is  not  matter  of  opinion,  but  the  radical  principle  of  our 
governmect— ngr  dg  I  fee  a  difference  te  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Phi- 

kdclphia. 
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Jadelphia,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  reprefent,  when  their  nroperty  is  taken 
f.om  tnem,  whether  ,c  be  done  by  the  king  of  England,  or  the  reprefentatives 
f.0,r,  the  county  of  Cumberlcad.  But  the  ccnllhutional  ground  1  fay  t 
qmaed,  and  he  now  fays,  they  have  Infticient  power  to  hold  an^eleaion 

Hie'in'o  "''  '“P'-aaicable,  without  compelling 

e  juoges  and  inlpeflors  to  violate  your  laws.  Thefe  people  mull  be  Lconf 

modated,  and  a  law  Ihouid  be  made  for  that  purpofev  or  all  you  have  done 
IWt>  Pooofylvania  will  be  obliged  to  drive  ofl^  the  Wyoming 

iettiers  by  the  pomt-of  the  fword.  Tt  is  well  knotvn  too,  Sir.  that  there  arl 
any  people  firongly  interefted  to  prevent  this  (late  e.labliaiing  authority  over 
•  hat  co^untry  ;  but  it  ,s  alio  known,  that  many'^rfons  refiding  there,^  have 
c.tpreffed  themlelves  fatisfied  with  your  conftitution,  and  declarli  thev  could 
be  happy  under  our  government!  and  though  by  the  conftitution  of  Pennbv|. 
,  yan.a,  they  could  not  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  this  Houfe,  until  they  have  paid 

of  the  cafe,  and  to  prevent  bloodLd,  by  au 
■w'’h  whole  Hate,  this  indulgence  may  be  extended  to  them  i  for 

which  reafon.  Sir,  I  lhall  vote  in  favour  of  theejaufe, 

Mr. //rci*y  did  not  know  where  the  Cumberland  member  had  got  his  in* 

format, on-but  he  remembered,  when  he  was  on  the  committee  to  tve 

t«bui*nt'  dir  cT"’  'hisfubjea,  fay,  that  from  the 

el-aion  at  aC  r^e  °h  'here,  it  would  be  difficult  to  hold  an 

Hrufe  If  tl  :  '“Poffible  without  this  interference  of  the 

Houfe.  If  the  gentlemen  had  faid  othe.wife  fince,  he  prefumed  the  com- 

•  ?  r?  ‘'“y®  'ho'f  duty,  and  the  aireffments  had  been  com¬ 

pleted,  hot  for  his  own  part,  he  queftioned  if  this  had  beqn  the  cafe  and 
woulu  expea  more  accurate  information  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  to  in* 
duce  them  to  decide  againft  the  ciaufe.  '  ^ 

Mr.  we  come  to  confider  this  matter  more  fully,  It  will 

appear  that  the  ciaufe  mull  be  unneceirary  ;  but  before  I  can  go  on  T  fliali 
remark  on  what  has  been  faid.-Two  of  the  gentlemen  fay,  that  1  have  quit¬ 
ted  my  ground  i  but  that  is  not  the  faa,  Sir-for  I  Hand  upon  the  fame  oround 
now  as  I  ffid  yelleraay  ;  and  though  I  have  not  gone  over  it  again,  as  I  thought 
It  unneceffary.  yet  the  Houle  fees  clearly,  that  I  am  dill  upon  the  fame. 

y-ar,  and  that  we  are  doing  no  more  now  than  we  did  then— but  e-ntle- 
men  know  how  it  happened,  that  we  indulged  them  before.  Jt  was  bLaufe 
the  day  of  the  general  eleftion  was  paffed,  and  they  would  have  been  a  twelve 
.  month  without  a  reprefentativei  and  it  appeared  too.  that  they  had  no  com* 
mifhoners,  jufiices,  or  other  officers,  fo  that  they  could  not  carry  on  the 
e  eftion,  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  ftate— therefore,  to  accommoLe  them 
the  law  was  made  and  the  general  eleflion  for  all  the  officers  of  the  county 

(heriff.  But  It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  eleSion  was  carried  on  upon  the 

original  laws  of  the  ftate  and  now  they  are  as  well  able  to  proceed^ as  any 
Others  are  at  the  next  eleaion.  ^  ^ 

taxation,  and  fays  they  ou-^ht  to 
beobferved  as  ordered  by  the  conllitutioni  and  yet  he  will  confent  to  a  law 

that  contradifts  the  conllitntion.  This  is  a  fubjeft  that  I  faid  yefterday  I  did 
not  w.(h  togoover-nor  do  I  will,  it  to  be  deLed  now,  becaufe  I  am  con¬ 
vinced  thefe  people  poffefs  already  as  much  power  as  we  can  give  the^  If 
hey  have  not  a  conftitutiooel  power  to  eka  officers,  certainly  the  Houfe 

^  cannot 
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cannot  give  them  any  ;  but  that  is  not  the  queftion  vve  are  to  deciue.  The 
gentleman  fays,  this  law  is  but  an  extenilon  of  a  fmilar  indulgence,  which  we 
have  already  granted  them}  but  this  is  not  the  cafe,  as  I  have  already  remark¬ 
ed}  it  is  now  unnecellary,  becaufe  the  election  can  be  held,  as  has  been  the 
pradice  in  feveral  counties  t  then  why  lhall  v/e  go  to  change  the  common 
or  general  mode  for  one  patt  of  the  State,  when  it  is  not  neceffary.  For, 
v/hen  we  come  to  confider,  that  they  have  chofen  their  officers,  and  that  the 
county  is  organized,  it  will  appear  they  may  hold  and  will  hold  the  future 
eledions  v/itout  the  interference  of  this  Houfe.  I  am  informed  too,  the  coun¬ 
ty  has  been  afTefTed,  and  that  under  the  old  aiTelTraents  the  people  can 
come  forv/ard  and  vote}  theU  why  deftroy  their  rights  and  liberties,  by  altering 
the  laws,  or  changing  that  which  in  the  nature  of  things,  muft  operate  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  eledfion  from  being  fair  and  equal.— The  gentlemen  fay,  that  they 
cannot  hold  an  eledfion  }  but  I  am  certain  they  may,  if  they  pleafe,  and  be 
more  juftifiable  in  doing  fo,  than  we  are  in  making  this  law— -for  as,they  have 
the  power,  and  have  already  adled  under  it — what  need  for  us  to  give  them 
any  thing  extraordinary  >  The  payment  of  taxes  lad  year  Was  not  thought 
Tieceffary  to  entitle  them  to  vote,  then  why  fhould  it  now  ? — But  we  do  not 
know  they  have  not  paid  taxes,  for  they  may  have  paid  a  county  tax,  or 
poor  tax,  and  if  there  are  but  five  men,  who  have  done  fo,  they  have  aright 
to  vote. 

Now,  Sir,  it  appears  that  thby  have  a  right  to  hold  an  eledflon,  and  if  the 
judges  fend  down  returns,  we  ought  to  receive  them — but  if  they  are  not 
willing  to  be  reprefented,  or  are  not  defirous  of  complying  with  the  laws, 
are  we  to  compel  them  ? — If  the  difturbances  continue  there,  will  this  law 
fettle  them,  or  may  it  not  do  harm  ?  If  the  Houfe  confiders  thefe  points,  it 
will  appear  the  claufe  is  unnecefifary,  and  may  only  tend  to  irritate  the  minds 
of  the  people,  for  which  reafon,  1  hope,  it  wilinot  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  Clymer  was  fatisfibd  the  ptefent  bill  was  no  more  inconfifient 
with  the  conditution  than  the  original  laWs.— For  if  that  power  was  given 
them  to  choofe  officers,  without  having  previoufly  paid  any  tax  for  fupport  of 
the  government,  they  were  then  about  to  receive — without  that  interpefi- 
tion  of  the  Houfe,  it  was  confelTed,  on  all  hands,  tliey  could  not  have  held 
an  ele<dion — and  we  did  not  then  hear  any  arguments  drawn  againfl  it, 
as  being  either  uncondicutional  or  beyond  the  power  of  the  Houle. — None  of 
the  arguments  ufed  then  are  now  brought  forward  }  nor  if  they  were,  would 
they  be  of  more  weight  than  thefe  the  Honfe  had  jud  heard,  in  which  the 
gentleman  has  endeavoured  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  charge  of  inconfid- 
cncy,  but  without  efFedl.  He  fays,  that  the  rights  of  the  people  fhould  be 
confidered.  I  prefume,  he  means  they  a.-e  paramount  to  all  laws,  from 
•which  he  concludes  taxation,  is  not  neceffary  to  qualify  an  eleidor  in  Penn- 
fylvania.  He  faid  too,  that  reprefentation  could  only  be  founded  on  taxa¬ 
tion,  as  exprefTed  in  the  conditution  ;  the  latter,  Sir,  feemed  to  come  cut 
with  a  good  domach  }  and  it  ferves  to  fhew  us  that  oppofition  is  capable  cf  af- 
fuming  every  fliape—- it  will  dickle.  Sir,  for  prerogative,  or  fupport  a  privi¬ 
lege,  and  hurry  into  inconfidency,  that  all  the  rhetoric  and  eloquence  of  th® 
Cumberland  Member  cannot  reconcile. — This  condudi  may  be  policy,  but  it 
“'cannot  be  good  policy  }  though  I  believe  it  is  the  fame,  which  he  has  obferved 
for  years,  Vv^henever  this  fubjea  came  before  the  legiflature.— When  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  date  was  about  to  be  exercifed,  in  order  to  quell  the  didurbances, 
which  had  arifen  to  an  alarmiog  height  at  Wyoming,  you  find  this  gcntlmsn  or 

his 
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his  fiiends,  exerting  themfelves  under  every  pretext  againfl:  It,  and  when  from 
this  oppofition,  It  became  neceffary  to  give  up  in  Tome  degree  the  rights  of  the 
people,  who  claimed  property  under  Pennlylvania,  he  was  averfe  to  the 
raeafure  ;  and  in  his  prefent  oppofition,  he  preferves  an  equal  courfe  to  clog 
or  prevent  every  thing  that  promifes  fair  to  difcourage  the  difcontent  and  dil- 
order,  which  prevails  in  that  difiriiSl. — I  hope  the  Houfe  will  not  fufFer  the 
meafure  to  be  defeated  ;  for  if  not  abfolutly  nscelfary,  yet  it  is  fuppofed  ne- 
celTary,  and  after  all  that  the  Member  can  fay,  It  will  be  fill!  a  doubt  if 
the  eledlion  can  be  held  without  this  provifion. 

Mr.  Rohinfon  owmed  himfelf  at  a  lofs  to  underfland  the  variety  of  argu¬ 
ments  made  ufe  of  by  the  Member  from  Cumberland. —  They  were  furely 
fomewhat  inconfiftent,  or  they  never  could  have  been  fo  much  complained 
of.  —  The  eleflion,  it  was .  clear,  could  not  be  held  without  a  breach  of  the 
laws  of  the  State,  unlefs  the  prefent  claufe  difpenfed  with  thofe  parts,  it  was 
impoffihle  for  the  judges  to  with. — The  argument  of  its  being  oppofite 

to  the  confiitutibn,  to  fufFer  v  jp-tite,  unlefs  the  perfon  had  paid  taxes,  fcemed 
to  miflead  that  gentleman  every  time  it  prefented  itfelf  before  him — for  he  ap¬ 
peared  ftrongly  iraprefled,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  vote,  unlefs  he  has  paid 
taxes.  Now  fuppofc  the  government  could  be  fupported  without  colleiSling 
any,  is  it  the  intention  to  annihilate  that  privilege  of  the  people  throughoutthe 
State  } — Yet  if  it  was  applied  with  ftriFtnefs,  it  mufi. — but  can  fociety  exifl 
upon  this  foundation  ^  clear  it  is,  that  no  man  can  pay  taxes,  when  none  ar-^ 
eolledled,  or  rather  when  none  are  impoled — none  have  been  Impofed,  or 
quotaed  by  government  upon  that  difiri£f,  therefore,  their  rights  are  not  taken 
away —  yet  they  cannot  eletf  without  an  infringement  of  your  eledtion  law,  be- 
caufe  it  requires  the  judges  and  infpedtors  to  be  furnilhed  with  a  lift  of  tax- 
ables. — Now  either  they  muft  contemn  your  law,  or  violate  the  oath  pre- 
fcribed  to  be  taken  before  they  enter  on  their  office. — This  can  never  be  the 
wifh  of  the  legiflature — therefore,  I  am  Well  perfuaded  the  claufe  will  be  agreed  ^ 
to.— As  for  the  complaints  of  the  gentleman,  that  it  is  changing  and  altering  ' 
the  law,  why.  Sir,  it  is  true,  and  every  law  that  repeals  or  fuFpends  another, 
muff  have  that  effedl  ;  and  I  lament  v/ith  him  fincerely,  that  it  is  fo  cuflomary’ 
in  Pennfylvania  ;  but  in  the  prefent  inltance,  I  prefume  every  Member  fe?a 
the  neceffity,  and  will  concur  in  its  adoption. 

The  quefiion  on  the  claufe  was  taken,  and  the  Yeas  and  Nays  called  by 
Mr.  Whitehill,  feconded  by  Mr.  D.  Clymer,  and  are  as  follows. 

YEAS.  Meffirs.  Will,  Fitzfimmons,  Clymer,  Hiltzeimer,  Roblnfon,  Salter, 
Logan,  Foulke,  Wynkoop,  Chapman,  Upp,  Willing,  Evans,  Thomas,  Whee- 
len,  Lowry.  Hubley,  Carpenter,  Work,  Rofs,  Clemfon,  M‘Conaghy,  Schmy- 
fer!  M'Lellan,  Lilley,  J.  Heifter,  Kreemer,  D.  Clymer,  Trexler,  Brown, 
BurkhoUer,  Cannon,  Powell,  Autis,  Brackenridge,  Mooie,  Wheeler,  Hock¬ 
ley,  Riffe  and  Carfon. — ^41. 

NAYS.  MelTrs.  Gray,  Moore,  Whitehill,  Kennedy,  Mltchel,  G.  Heifier, 
Davis,  Piper,  Dale,  Findley,  Barr,  Wright  M‘Dowell,  Allifon,  Philips,  Gil- 
crifi.  Smith,  M‘Calmont,  Clarke  and  Miley. —  %o. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 

frroffied  for  the  purpofe  of  being  enabled. — 

^  On  calling  a  C  O  N  V  E  N  T  I  O  N. 

Mr.  G.  CIymer.--r-'Xhe  Houfe  cannot,  Sir,  have  forgotten  a  bufinefs  of 
the  highefi  magnitude,  which  was  recommended  to  their  attention  by  the  fede¬ 
ral  convention,  and  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  readily  concur  in  taking  the  ne- 

cetiar'i 
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ceiTary  meafures  for  calling  a  convention  of  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania  to  de¬ 
li  erate  upon  that  plan  of  government  which  has  been  prefented  to  this  Houfe; 
or  w  ich  reaion  I  (hall  lubmlt  the  following  refolutlons. 

WHEREAS  the  convention  of  deputies  from  the,  feveral  States  compof no¬ 
ne  union,  lately  held  in  this  city,  have  publiriied  a  conftitutlon  for  the  future 
government  of  tme  United  States,  to  be  fubmitted  to  conventions  of  deputies 
cho  en  m  eacn  State  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation  if  its 
legi  acure,  for  their  affent  and  ratihcation.  And  whereas  it  is  the  fenfe  of 
great  numbers  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  already  fignifed  in  petitions  and 
declarations  to  this  Houle,  that  the  earlieft  tleps  fnould  be  taken  to  affemble  a 

convention  within  the  State,  for  the  purpofc  of  deliberating  and  determining 
on  the  faid  conlhtution.  ^ 

^  Refcl-ved,  That  it  be  reccmmenJeil to  fuch  inhabitants  of  the  Sta'e  as  are  cn- 
titlcd  to  vote  for  reprefenratives  to  the  General  Affembly,  that  they  chufe 
fu.t^ieperjonsufcrve  e;  depuiie,  in  a  ft,  for  the  nurpofe  hert 

m  before  mentioned  ;  that  is,  for  the  city  c'jf ‘‘lihdelpbia  and  the  coamles  re- 

ipefiively,  the  fame  number  of  deputies  that  each  is  entitled  to,  of  reprefen- 
tatives  in  the  General  Ailernbly. 

Rejohed  That  the  eleclions  for  deputies  as  aforefaid  be  held  at  the  feveral 
places  in  the  faid  city  and  counties,  as  is  fixed  by  law  for  holding  the  eleftions 
o  reprefentaeivee  to  the  General  Aflemby,  and  that  the  fame  be  conduced 
y  the  officers  who  conduH  the  laid  eleHions  of  reprcfentatives,  and  agreeably 
to  the  rules  and  regulations  thereof. 

Refolded,  That  the  eleHion  of  deputies  aforefaid  (hall  be  held  for  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks,  Chefter,  Lan- 
cader,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks,  Northampton,  Northumberland,  Montgo¬ 
mery,  Franklin  and  Dauphin,  on  the  ninth  day  of  OHober  next  ,  and  the 
cleHion  for  deputies  for  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Huntington,  Weftmoreland, 
Waffijngton  and  Fayette,  be  held  on  the  fourth  Tuefday  in  October  next. 
’Rejohedy  That  the  perfons  fo  eledled  to  ferve  in  convention,  (hall  affemble 
^  the  State-Houfe,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Refolvedy  Tnat  the  propofition  fubmitted  to  this  Houfe  by  the  deputies  of 
Pennfylvania  in  the  general  convention  of  the  States,  of  ceding  to  the  United 
States  a  diftridl  of  country  W'ithin  this  State,  for  the  feat  of  the  general 
government,  and  for  the  exclufive  legiflatlon  of  Congrefs  be  particularly 
recommended  to  the  confideration  of  the  convention. 

Refohedy  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  fucceeding  Houfe  of  iVflembly, 
to  make  the  lame  allowance  to  the  attending  Members  of  the  convention,  as  is 
made  to  the  Members  of  the  General  Affembly,  and  alfo  to  provide  for  the 
extraordinary  expences  which  may  be  incurred  by  holding  the  faid  eleaions. 

Thefe  refolutions  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Wynkoop,  they  were  by  agree¬ 
ment  flated  as  difiindl  propofitions,  and  on  the  queftion  will  the  Houfe  agree 
to  the  following  :  ^ 

Refolved,  That  it  hQ  recommended  to  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Slate  as 
sire  entitled  to  vote  Lr  reprelentati ves  to  the  General  Aflembly,  that  they'  ebuj'e 
Suitable pe7-fons  to  fer^e  as  deputies  in  afiate  converJiony  for  the  purpofe  here¬ 
in  before  mentioned  ;  that  is,  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  counties  re- 
fpeaively,  the  fame  number  of  deputies  that  each  is  enticlejl  to  ofreprefen- 
tatives  in  the  General  Affembly. 

Rejolved,  That  the  eledlions  tor  deputies  as  afortifaid  be  held  at  the  feveral 
places  in  tne  faid  city  and  counties,  as  are  fixed  by  law  for  holding  the  elec¬ 
tions 
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tions  of  reprefentatlves  to  the  General  AfTembly,  and  that  the  fame  be  con- 
dueled  by  tbs  officers  who  conduct  the  laid  eledlions  of  reprelentatives,  and 
a'^reeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  thereof. 

Mr.  IVhitehill  anfwsred  No.  He  then  rofe  and  faid  i  ne  Houic,  Sir^ 
ought  to  have  time  to  confiJer  on  this  fufjedl,  before  they  de'.ei  mine ,  for 
which  reafon  I  move  to  poftpone  the  conftder ation  until  we  meet  again,  and 
that  may  be  this  afternoon,  as  the  feilion  is  drawing  lo  near  to  a  eloie. 

Mr.  Fitz,fimmons .—\  will  fubmit  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it  is  proper  t9 
delay  this  bufinefs  for  the  reafon  affigned  by  the  member  from  Cumberland. 

If  the  gentlemen  are  not  prepared  to  fay  what  time  the  eledlion  for  oeiegate* 
ffiall  be  held,  at  leaft  the  general  principle,  or  that  fuch  convention  is  proper, 
mull  be  well  enough  underflood  to  warrant  an  immediate  determination.  It 
"will  be  obferved,  that  the  ordinary  bufineis  of  the  Hate  is  pretty  wCii  gone 
through,  and  the  Houfe  likely  to  diffolve  To-morrow — But  the,fubje<5t 
brought  forward  by  my  worthy  colleague,  is  a  bufineis  of  the  higheu  confe- 
quence,  and  the  Houfe  mufl  fee  how  eligible  it  will  be  to  give  it  the  fandlion 
of  the  leglilature.  The  only  object  of  our  confideration  is,  whether  the 
election  ' ffiall  be  held  with  that  propriety,  which  may  perhaps  be  oell  ef- 
fedted  by  the  reprelentatives  pointing  out  the  mode  for  the  conduct  of  the 
people.  We  are  not,  I  conceive,  to  confider,  whether  calling  a  conventioo 
is  proper  or  improper;  becaufe  that  1  look  upon  as  a  raealure  inevitable,  even  ,, 
ffiould  not  the  AfTembly  confent— but  it  will  be  well  tor  us  to  appoint  the 
mode  by  w'hich  fuch  choice  fnall  be  condu<5ted.  Thefe  are  di Hindi  propo- 
fitions;  and  on  the  firlt  every  gentleman  mull  have  determined,  but  on  tne 
other  every  member  w'ill  have  an  opportunity  of  offering  his  reaions,  when  it 
comes  before  us  In  the  next  refolution.  Perhaps,  Sir,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
niter  the  times,  from  what  is  there  mentioned,  to  more  diflant  periods;  of 
this  the  gentlemen  from  the  feveral  counties  will  be  better  able  to  judge  thaa 
1  can  pretend  to,  and  I  am  furc  I  ffiall  give  no  oppofition  to  every  reaionable 
extenfion  of  the  time.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  neceffary,  that  any  thing; 
ffiould  be  faid  in  commendation  of  the  new  confiitution  prepared  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  States,  This,  Sir,  I«  not  the  objedt  of  our  difeuffion 
or  deliberation — and  was  it,  I  think,  Sir,  my  abilities  could  not  enable  me  to 
do  jultice  to  the  fubjedt ;  but  the  feelings  of  every  member  will  more  forcibly 
convince  his  judgment,  than  all  the  argument  which  could  be  offered.  From 
the  number  of  petitions  on  your  table,  it  may  be  clearly  inferred,  that  it  is  tho 
v/iffi  and  expedtation  of  the  people,  that  this  Houfe  ffiould  adopt  fpeedy  mea- 
fares  for  calling  a  convention — I  do  not,  therefore,  fee  a  necelfity  for  laying 
much  on  a  fubjedt  fo  well  felt  and  underflood  within  and  without,  but  cheer¬ 
fully  fubmit  it  to  the  members  to  fay,  whether  they  will  proceed  now  or  la 
the  afternoon. 

Mr.  D.  C/ymer. — The  worthy  gentleman  from  the  city  has  fubmitted  th^ 
fubjedt  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe,  and  I  agree  w'ith  him  argument  will  lidt 
more  clearly  ffiew  the  advantages  chat  mufl  refult  from  the  adoption  of  the 
fcederal  conflitution,  than  what  fuggefls  to  the  mind  of  every  perfon  within 
tnefe  walls  Nor  have  I  a  doubt.  Sir,  but  every  member  will  do  jufeice  to 
thofe  feelings,  and  cheerfully  affent  to  calling  a  convention,  for  their  owh 
v^ell  as  for  the  future  happinefs  and  welfare  of  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania. 

The  gentleman  obferves,  it  is  the  general  wiffi  of  the  people,  that  wc  ffiould 
go  forward' in  the  meafure.  Here,  Sir,  I  firmly  believe  him ;  for,  I  think, 
it  has  but  few  oppofer*,  very  few  indeed  !  1  have  heard,  Sir,  that  aalf.  four 
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or  five  leading  party-men  in  this  city  are  againfi  it,  whofe  names  I  (liould  b& 
glad  to  know,  that  their  charadlers  might  be  examined  j  for  I  am  confident, 
they  will  be  hereafter  afhamed  to  iTiew  their  faces  among  the  good  people, 
whofe  future  profperity  they  wifh  to  blafi  in  the  bud.  The  reafon  of  their 
oppofition,  though  not  pofitively  known,  can  be  well  conjediured  ;  and  let  them 
be  careful,  left  they  draw  upon  themfelves  the  odium  of  that  people,  who 
have  long  indulged  their  rioting  upon  public  favour — But,  Sir,  the  adoption 
of  Ais  rneafure  is  a  matter  of  fo  much  confequence  to  America,  that  1  arn 
fatisfied  it  will  meet  the  hearty  concurrence  of  this  Houfe. 

^  Mr.  Findley,  Whatever  gentlem.en  fay  with  refpedl;  to  the  importance  of 
tnis  lybje^,  is  argument  to  prove,  that  wc  ftiould  go  into  it  with  deliberation.^ 
And  il  it  is  of  fo  much  importance,  and  fo  well  underftood  out  of  doors,  the 
Houfe  then  certainly  ought' not  to  be  furprifed  into  it.  The  gentleman  from 
erks  has  Ipoken  warmly  againft  oppofing  the  prefent  rneafure,  in  a  manner 
as  if  intended  to  prevent  men  from  fpeaking  their  minds.  He  has  charged 
iome  leading  characters  in  this  a’ty  with  giving  oppofition  ;  if  he  means  me  as 
e  of  them  [Mv.  D.  Clymer  interrupted  him,  addreffing  the  Speaker  with 
Sir,  upon  my  honor,  I  did  not  mean  him)— Well  then,  I  don’t  confider 
tl.at^art  of  his  fpeech  as  not  addrelTed  to  the  Houfe,  but  merely  to  the  gal- 
^  at.  Sir,  I  confider  what  has  been  faid  of  the  willies  of  the  people,  as 
app  ying  to  the  plan  of  government,  and  not  to  the  prefent  queftion.  If  I  un- 
er  an  ic  right,  we  are  not  at  prefent  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  plan,  but 
on  t  e  proper  and  adequate  rneafure  of  conducting  the  people  into  it  :  of  the 
p  an  1  believe  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  wifely  calculated  for  the 
purpsfes  intended  i  but  nothing  is  perfect,  and  this  may  be  as  well  as  could 
be  expected,  and  I  confider  it  as  very  deferving  the  commendation  it  received— 
but  this  can  be  no  reafon  for  hurrying  on  the  rneafure  with  fuch  precipitancy  : 

It  It  IS  of  the  importance  it  is  faid  to  be,  furely  the  Houfe  will  not  refufe  to 

po  pone  or  the  prefent,  in  order  that  there  may  be  time  to  make  it  as  agree¬ 
able  as  pofnble. 

Mr  D.  C/jmr.—I  raid,  Sir,  the  matter  was  well  underflood,  if  we  mieht 
hd  fcnt'ments  of  the  people,  and  there  was  but  little  oppofitiL. 

a  rom  a  ew  men,  who  will  be  alTiamed  hereafter  to  come  forward, 
and  avow  their  fecret  machination  i  fo.  Sir,  1  fay  ftill— nor  can  any  gentle, 
man  aver  to  the  contrary.  With  refpeft  to  the  poftponement  of  the  buflnefs 

frl  ^  ^  L  where  is  the  neceftity  >  Every  member  muft  be 

confident,  that  with  or  without  his  cenfent,  the  rneafure  will  be  adopted;  for 
It  IS  too  generally  agreeable,  and  too  highly  recommended,  to  be  alfaffinated 
by  ye  hand  oMntngue  and  cabal- And  if  it  muft  be  adopted,  why  can  it  not 

an  n7n  T  "  f  "  7-'"“  do  feme  gendemen  want 

an  opportunity  of  confuitirg  with  their  affociates,  how  far  it  is  agreeable,  tf 

thN  Affl  7  it  may  be  altered.  I 

thiy  fufficient  time  is  not  ahovred  to  the  county,  which  I  am  honored  by  re- 

prelenting  i  many  others  may  be  in  the  fame  predicament,  but  tl.is  can  be  ac- 

«mmodated-yet  the  general  principle  is  fo  clear,  that  nothing  is  left  for 
conlideration  or  difcuffion. 

''t'te  is  not  a  member  of  this  HoUfe,  but 
from  Ir  • ^  ttt'itl'tred  the  prefent  hufinefs-This  I  am  led  to  believe 
from  i.s  importance,  and  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapfed  fince  it  was 

wh^t  r77^*^  ?!,  if  every  member  has  made  up  his  mind, 

on  can  there  be  for  further  confideration.^  And  if  the  members  do 

not 
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not  declare  they  have  not  yet  made  up  their  minds  on  the  propriety  of  Calling  a 

conveuilon,  I  lhall  vote  for  going  on  w  ith  the  biifineis. 

Mr.  mitehiU.-\x.  is  very  well  known,  that  this  bufinefs  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance,  and  deferves  the  fetious  attention  of  the  Houfe— But  how¬ 
ever  well  the  people  may  be  faid  to  be  acquainted  with  the  dtfign  and  in¬ 
tention,  yet  1  don’t  know  how  far  that  may  be  the  cafe.  This,  Sir,  is  a 
very  large  and  extenfive  date,  and  I  may  venture  to  fay,  that  io 
far  from  being  the  general  voice  of  the  people,  that  not  one  in  twenty  know 
any  thing  about  it.  I  believe  a  great  many  people  in  and  about  the  city,  have 
figned  petitions  in  favour  of  it-but  that  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  whole  State. 

But  to  wave  the  queflion  on  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  it  will  appear 
clear.  Sir,  when  we  come  to  confider,  whether  It  Ihould  be  held  in  fo  many 
diflant  counties  on  the  day  of  the  general  eleaion,  that  it  cannot  be  done  ; 
and  the  members  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  alking  or  confulting  them- 

felves  on  that,  which  would  be  more  proper. 

The  gentlemen  that  have  brought  forward  this  motion,  muft  have  fom6 
defign,  as  they  cannot  digeft  the  poftponement,  or  why  not  leave  the  mem¬ 
bers  at  liberty  to  confult,  or  acquire  further  information?  If  this  is  a  concert¬ 
ed  plan,  and  it  muft  go  through  as  it  ftands,  we  cannot  help  it ;  but  if  it  is  to 
be  made  agreeable  to  what  may  be  right,  on  due  confideration,  why  not  al¬ 
low  time  to  coniider  of  it  ?  I  believe  if  time  is  allowed,  we  (hall  be  able  to 
fhew,  that  this  is  not  the  proper  time  for  calling  a  convention,  and  I  don  t 
know  any  reafon  there  can  be  for  driving  it  down  our  throats,  without  an 
hour’s  preparation.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  plan  not  fit  for  difeuftion,  or 
whyrefufeto  allow  it  to  be  poftponed?  1  hope,  when  the  Houfe  comes  to 
confider  how  it  has  been  introduced,  they  will  allow  us  the  time  we  defire. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer. — The  gentleman  has  mifunderftood  me  ;  for  I  did  not  fpeak 
cf  the  State  at  large,  when  I  faid,  the  people  underftood  it,  and  were  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  it  1  though  1  have  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,  but  it  will  receive  their 

warmeft  approbation,  when  they  hear  of  it. 

Mr.  Fitz.fimmoni did  wilh,  and  ftill  hope,  the  Houfe  will  pretty  unani- 
moufly  agree  to  the  refolutions  which  are  before  us.  When  we  took  the  bufi¬ 
nefs  up,  I  flattered  myfelf  the  decifion  would  not  be  delayed,  becaufe  every 
member  had  time  enough  to  confider  this  fubjedf,  fince  it  was  firft  introduced 
to  our  attention  :  but  if  it  is  the  opinion  of  any  confiderable  number  of  gentle¬ 
men,  that  it  fliould  lay  over  till  the  afternoon,  I  will  not  prefs  it,  I  am  fure 
the  arguments  made  ufe  of  by  the  member  from  Cumberland,  offer  no  fuffici- 
ent  inducement  for  a  delay. —  The  Plan  of  the  New  Confederation  has  laid  up¬ 
on  your  table  near  a  fortnight,  and  it  can  be  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a  con- 
feiTion  of  inattention,  not  to  fay  negledb  of  duty,  for  gentlemen  to  plead  they 
have  not  confidered  it ;  for  furely  the  fubjeeSf  was  fo  important,  that  they 
muft  have  turned  it  in  their  minds,  and  know  what  is  proper  to  deeide  on  this 
occafion.  The  Houfe  is  alfo  fo  near  its  diffolution,  that  if  the  meafure  is  to 
be  effedted,  very  little  time  remains  for  it ;  though  as  I  obferved  before,  I  do 
not  think  it  lies  with  the  Houfe  to  determine,  whether  a  Convention  fhall  be 
be  called  or  no.  This  I  think,  Sir,  forms  no  part  of  our  deliberations.  But 
it  is  my  wifti,  that  the  legiflature  fhould  take  the  lead,  and  guide  the  people 
into  a  decent  exercife  of  their  prerogative;  and  furely,  Sir,  it  cannot  be  a 
matter  of  fuch  high  confideration,  as  to  require  much  time  in  determining  the 
4iay,  on  which  eledfions  fliould  be  held  for  nominating  perfons  to  form  a  State 
©onventioa — And,  I  conceive,  this  k  the  fiogle  poiat 'which  vye  have  to  coii- 
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lider;  for  1  repeat  again,  that  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  our  power;  nay,  I  arri 
fure  It  IS  not  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  people  from  adopting  what  may 
be  a  lalting  benefit  to  themfelves,  and  a  certain  treafure  to  poderity.  But  I 
think  that  taking  the  lead  in  this  bufinefs,  will  be  an  honor  not  only  to  this'le- 
gifiature,  but  to  the  date  alfo.  It  is  not  only  honorable  but  convenient  and  ad- 
rantageous ;  and  I  lubmit  it  to  the  majority  of  this  Houfe  to  conclude,  whe¬ 
ther  we  duall,  by  proceeding,  obtain  for  ourfelves  and  condituents  thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  which  even  our  negledl  cannot  prevent. 

Mr.  G.  C/j^mer.—The  refolutions,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  I  prefented  to  you, 
contain  leparate  and  didind  propofitions.  Diredling  the  eledions  to  be  heldat 
adiort  day,  goes  upon  the  fuppofition,  that  there  is  time  to  communicate  the 
Decefiaiy  information,  if  this  is  not  well  founded,  of  confequence  it  muft  be 
altered  ;  but  I  hope  no  kind  of  hefitation  can  be  made,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
cdopting  the  fird,  which  goes  on  the  principle,  that  Inch  a  convention  is  ne- 
celiary,  for  the  better  union  and  happinefs  of  the  feveral  States  ©f  America. 
■To  hefitate  upon  this  propofition  will  give  a  very  unfavourable  afpecl  to  a 
[  meafure,  on  which  our  future  happinelvS,  nay,  I  may  almod  fay,  our  future 
exigence,  as  a  nation,  depends.  Ir  the  time.  Sir,  is  not  agreeable  for  hold¬ 
ing  eleaions,  as  mentioned  inkhe  fecond  refolution,  it  cannot  operate  to  pre- 
■vent  our  entei ing  upon  fhe  fird,  I  therefore  hope,  gentlemen  will  withdraw 
their  oppofition,  and  let  a  degree  of  unanimity  prevail,  which  may  be  an  in- 
ducerricnt  to  others  deadily  to  co-operate  in  perfedting  a  work,  that  bids  fair 
to  relieve  our  embarraffmenrs,  and  carry  us  to  a  height  of  profperity  we  have 
Eitherto  been  drangers  to. 

Mr.  Brackenridge. — Before  the  divifion  of  the  propofitions,  I  had  made  up 
my  mind  to  be  in  favour  of  the  podponement;  but  it  now  appears  clear  to  me, 
that  we  may  decide  upon  the  general  principle,  to  wit,  (hall  a  convention  of 
the  people  be  called  ?  With  reipeft  to  this  point,  every  member  mud  have 
made  up  his  mind  fully,  becaufe  it  is  a  meafure,  that  from  the  fird  was  ap¬ 
parent,  and  mud  have  occupied  the  attention  of  every  individual  who  had  but 
feen  the  plan.  This,  as  was  remarked  before,  has  been  on  your  table  many 
days,  and  from  its  magnitude  and  importance  mud  have  been  a  fubjeft  of 
reflexion  to  the  members,  who  wilhed  to  perform  the  duty  they  owed  to 
■their  Cod,  theii  confeience,  and  fellow-citizens' — fo  that  voting  nowon  afub- 
jecl  already  well  underdood,  cannot  be  dilldcult)  and  in  ray  opinion,  we  are 
AS  well  prepared  to  determine  upon  the  principle,  as  we  fhall  be  after  dinner. 

Mr.  Whttehill.  The  gentleman  from  W^ednioreland,  as  well  as  the  others 


tvho  have  fpoken  in  favour  of  the  relolutions,  leemed  generally  of  opinion, 
that  they  ought  to  be  adopted  without  farther  confideration,  concluding 

that  every  member  is  prepared  to  determine  on  the  propriety  thereof. _ 

But  this,  Sir,  is  not  the  cale  ;  for  I  own,  that  I  have  not  prepared  rayfelf  to 
take  up  this  bufinefs,  becaule  I  did  not  expedl:  any  notice  would  be  taken  of  it : 
for  Congrefs  ought  to  fend  forward  the  plan,  before  we  do  any  thing  at  all  in 
this  matter.  For  of  what  ufe  was  fending  it  forward  to  them,  unlefs  we 
meant  to  wait  their  determination — Now  as  thele  meafures  are  not  recom¬ 
mended  by  Congrefs,  vihy  fhould  we  take  them  up. ^  \Vhy  Ihould  we  take  up 
a  thing,  which  does  not  exift  >  For  this  does  not  exifi,  that  is  before  us— nor 
can  It  until  it  is  ratified  by  Congrefs.  I  have  no  doubt  for  my  part,  but  Con- 
g.cls  will  adopt  it;  but  it  they  Ihould  make  alterations,  and  amendments  in  it, 
is  there  any  one  can  fay  then,  what  fort  of  a  plan  it  will  be  And  as  this 
cnay  happen,  I  hope  the  Houfe,  when  they  come  to  confider  ferioufly,  will 
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f(^'3  the  Impropiiety  of  going  .on  at  prefent.  It  will  appear^  that  It  is  necefTar^ 
to  g’ve  time  for  congrefs  to  ;  deliberate,  before  they  recommend.  It  doc» 
appear  that  congrefs  have  not  recommended  it;  and  the  recommendation  of 
congrefs  ought  to  be.  waited  for  dn.  a  matter  that  concerns  the  liberi  es  and 
rights  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  1  fay  this  recommendation  is  not 
cpme  forward  to  the  Houfe,  nor  we,  donlc  know  when  (if  ever)  It  will.  We. 
do  not  know  that  congrefs  maybe  able  to  go  thro\v;'ith  it, this  long  time  yet,  and 
why  are  we  to  determine  on  ir,  i^efore  we  know  whether  they,  will  allow.of- 
Aich  cha.nge  of  the  confederation,?  We  do  not  knov/  that  congrefs  are  even, 
fitting,  or  v/hether  they  will  be  ih  feffion — -And  before  we  proceed  to  mea-*- 
fares  of  this  Importance,  do  fet  us  know  what  we  are  going  on,  and  let  us* 
dot  fport  away  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  altogether..  I  fay,  is- it 
not  belter  to  go  fafely,.on  the  bufinefsj, , and.  let  it  lye  over  till  the  next  houfe  i*. 
when -vve  have  adjourned,  let  our  cenftituents  think  of  it,  and  inflruiiil  theif 
r.eprefentatives  to  confider  of  the  plan  proper  to -be  purfued^  Will  not  the 
next  Houfe  be, as  able  .to  determine  as  we  are?  And  1  w'ould  widi  the  mem¬ 
bers  to  .con,fi.der„  thit  it  never  -was  fuppofed  at  our  eledlion,  that  we  had  the 
power  to  determine  on  fuch  a  raeafure.  iVVheh  v/e  conue  to  ^confider,  it  does, 
appear  t»  me  better  to  leave  if  over  to  the  next  .Houfe,  and  they  will  be 
better  able,  and  better  inftjtidled,  what  to  jdt>  in.this  cafe.,  And  what  is  the 
confequence  the  geritle.men  propofe  by  this,  hur^-y,  that  the  flate  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  fhall  h.ave  the  honor  of  taking  the  lead..  This  may  be  pre’ferved.  Sir,  ai 
well  by  letting  it  lye  over  ;  for,'  can  the  other  fiapes  go  into  it  before  us  ?  Caa 
the  hate  of  Georgia  receive  it  as  foon,  and  fend  it  forward  for  ratification,  as 
we  can?  No,  to  be  fure  they  cannot — thei:efo^e  this  hurry  does  appear  took 
great  in  my  opinion;  becaufe,  if  it  is  delayed,  our  determination  can  dill  be 
brought  forward  fooner  than  that  of  any  other  fiat$.  ,If  there,  are  any  objec¬ 
tions  of  moment  againd  calling  the  convention  at  prefent,  let  us  be.  prepared 
to  make  them;  vve  may  do  that  better,  perhaps,  by  deferring  only  till  the  af¬ 
ternoon — for  tho’  gentlemen  fay  they  have  had  time,  and  have  made  up  their 
minds,,  yet  that,  has  not  been  my  cafej.and  I  don’t  fee  why  the  bufinefs 
fliould  be  hurried  upon  ,us  at  this  rate.  I  hope  when  genciemen  confider,  the/ 
will  agree  to  podpone  for  the  prefent.  , 

Mr.  Brackenridge. — I  conceive,  Sir,  that  the  member  has  wandered  fromt 
the  point,  whenever  he  went  into  remarks  upon  the  new  conditation;  but  L 
did  not  interrupt,  nor  do  I  mean  now  to  reply  to  thofe  obfervations,  becauf^ 
I  would  not  follow  him  in  a  fubjedl  which  is  not  before  the  Houfe— -but  if  it 
fhould  be  neceflary  to  fpeak  on  the  general  principles,  I  trud  that  he  would 
be  fully-  anfwered.  At  prefent.  Sir,  I  underdand  the  quedion  to  be,  whe¬ 
ther  fudicient  time  has  not  clapfed  to  give  every  member,  who  refpefls  his. 
duty,  fufficieilt  opportunity  to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  propriety  of 
calling  a  convedtion  of  the  people;  if  this  is  the  cafe,  the  hfoufe  will  not 
furely  podpone. 

,  Mr.  D,  Clymer, — The  member  from  Cumberland  feems  to  think  it  highl/ 
improper,  that  we  diould  proceed  in  this  bufinefs  until  congrefs  fliall  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  our  attention,  and  have  given  it  the  damp  of  their  approbation  > 
but  this.  Sir,  is  extremely  fallacious — For  if  Congrefs  are,  to  determine  the 
point,  where  was  the  necellity  for  the  fcederal  convention  to  recommend 
calling  date-conventions  ?  Or  pray.  Sir,  were  the  delegates  to  that  important 
undeitaking  ordered  even  to  report  to  congrefs  ?  I^o,  Sir,  they  were  not — * 
but  I  take  it  that  their  reafon  for  having  done  fo,  was,  that  as  they  meant  td 
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pe^’ple  of  the  United  States  at  large,  they  thought  ebhgrefa 
would  be  a  proper  channel  to  convey  it  to  every  pare  from  New-Hampffiire  td 
Georgia,  and  I  think  the  mode  of  conveyance  very  proper  j  but  I  never  exv 
tertained  an  idea,  that  It  was  fubmltteJ  to  their  cognizance,  aa  the  gentleman- 
lays,  for  alteration  or  amehdrnent.  He  fuppofes  too,  that  the  convention  of 
t  e  ftate  may  adopt  lorne  part  bf  the  frame  of  government^  and  refufe  the 
other  But  not  fo,  Sir,  they  murt  adopt  in  toto^  or  refufe  altogether  ;  for  it 
muft  be  a  plan  that  is  formed  by  the  United  States,  which  can  be  agreeable  to 
ail,  and  not  one  formed  upon  the  narrow  policy  and  convenience  of  any  one 
particular  ftate.  Such,  Sirj  is  the  conrtitution  lately  prefehted  to  you, 
framed  by  the  colle'ftive  v/ifdcm  of  a  continent,  centered  in  a  venerable  band 
bfpatrlotsi  worthies,  heroes,  legiflators  and  philofophers—the  admiration  of 
a- world.  This,  Sir,  is  a  fubjecl  the  member  frdrii  the  city  did  well  to  fub-^ 
mit  to  your  feelings—Vain  is  every  attempt  to  do  juftice  to  its  merits.  No 
longer  /hall  thirty  thoufand  people  engage  all  our  attention— all  our  efforts  to 
procure.happinefs  No  !— the  extended  embrace  of  fraternal  love  (hall  enclofe 
thfde  millions,  and ’^re  fifty  years  are  elapfed  thirty  millions,  as  a  band  of' 
brothers  !  And  will  the  flate  of  Pennfylvania — will  a  few  of  her  inhabitants  I 
fhould  lay  attempt  to  defeat  this  Ibng'Cxpedled  and  wlfhed-for  moment,  by 
entering  In  o  a  dileullion  of  the  mihutia;,^ — How  her  intereft  is  preferved  ? 

by.  Sir,  to  form  a  happy  union,  the  weakell  eye  mufl  perceive  the  necef- 
flty  of  mutual  concefIions'*^-mutual  facrifices.  Had  the  late  convention  not 
been  compofed  of  gentlemen  of  liberal  feniiments,  patfiotlfmi  and  integrity,  it 
might  never  have  been  perfedled — Had  each  beeh  ftudious  of  accommodating 
the  conflitution  to  the  circumfiances  and  wifhesof  the  ftate  they  reprefentedt 
nothing  could  have  been  effeaed.  Do  we  not  hear,  that  difpofed  as  they 
were  tb  make  i  facrifite  of  the  local  interefts  to  the  general  welfare,  that 
five  weeks  elapfed  before  th'dy  could  determine  the  proportion  of  reprefent- 
ation.  If  thefe  gentlemen  met  with  fucH  difficulties,  who  pofteffed  the  in- 
formatio*  and  knowledge  bf  the  continent,  can  it  be  fuppofed  the  United* 
pates  would  fubmic  to  the  ameadments  aftd  alterations  to  be  made  by  a  few 
inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  ?  Could  it  be  expedled  that  Virginia  (the  domi¬ 
nion  of  Virginia,  as  feme  people  in  derifiori  Call  it—though  I  fay  it  is  a  land  of 
liberty—  a  land  of  patriots,  and  the  nurfe  of  fcicnce)~I  fay  will  you  expe<ft. 
Sir,  that  Virginia  and  the  fouthern  ftates  (hall  coincide  with  alterations  made 
only  for  the  benefit  of  Pennfylvania  ?  No  l—away  with  fuch  idea,  and  let 
that  unanimity  prevail  at  its  adoption  that  it  did  at  its  formation.  It  is  irav 
jJrbper  for  gentlemen  to  fay,  we  ought  not  to  enter  on  this  bufinefs  until  it  is 
ratified  by  congrefs.  This,  Sir,  is  not  the  cafe — and  let  me,  as  fetting  my 
argument  on  a  foundation  of  folidity,  call  your  attention  to  the  fecommeud- 
dtion  made  by  the  united  fenfe  and  wifdom  of  our  continent  to  this  legiflaturei 
Remember  how  ftrong  the  language  of  the  venerable  Franklini  when  he  ad- 
drefifed  you  to  enforce  this  recommendation.  Remember  the  advantage  and 
prolperity  held  out  to  Pennfylvania,  for  her  early  and  cheerful  concurrence  in 
a  meafufe,  whofe  perfeffions  are  fo  clearly  feen  as  to  make  hefitation  crii 
minal.  Will  all  the  irt  of  fophiftry  prove  an  inferiority  to  the  prefent  confe¬ 
deration,  which,  upon  trial,  is  found  to  be  loofe  and  ineffectual  ?  Shall  we^ 
iy  chicane  and  artful  procraftination,  defeat  the  meafure  fo  loudly  demanded 
fcy  every  circumftance  of  happinefs  or  prefervation.  Better  would  it  be,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  join  in  the  glorious  fentiment  of  that  gallant  officer,  who  having 
Quitted  his  ftatioDi  and  gained  a  fignai  vi^ory  oyer  his  enemy,  and  when 
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called  to  account  for  his  breach  of  orders,  anTwered,  that  man  holds 
his  life  too  dear,  who  would  not  Sacrifice  it  for  his  country’s  fafety. 

Jl  it  is  the  intereft  of  a  few  individuals  to  keep  up  the  weak  and  fhattercd 
government,  which  brings  on  us  the  contempt  of  every  furrounding  tribe,  and 
the  reproach  and  obloquy  of  every  nation*  let  them  exert  their  oppofnionr— 
Imt  it  will  be  all  in  vain  i  for  Ihould  even  this  Houfe  refufe,  I  think  it  the 
duty  of  people,  as  they  value  their  prefent  and  future  welfare,  to  come  forward, 
and  do  that  juftice  to  themfelves,  which  others  would  deny  them.— 

As  this  fubje(^  is  now  before  us,  let  us  not  hefitate,  but  eagerly  embraces 
the  glorious  opportunity  of  being  foremoft  in  its  adoption. — Let  us  not  hefitater 
•hecaufe  it  is  damping  the  ardour  with  which  it  fhould  be  purfued.  Sir,  itjs 
■throwing  cold  water  on  the  flame,  that  warms  the  bread  of  every  friend  of 

liberty,  and  every  patriot  who  wilhes  this  country  to  acquire  that  refpeft, 
Co  which  flie  is  juflly  entitled. 

As  we  have  taken  up  this  matter,  let  ua  go  through;  ,for  our  determinatioa 
may  have  weight  with  our  filler  flates,  and  they  will  follow,  where  we  take- 
t  e  lead,  the  honor  of  agreeing  firft  to  a  meafure,  that  muft  entitle  to  pofte- 
my  fecurity  for  their  property—no  longer  fubje^  to  the  fluauation  of  faith- 
lels  paper-money  and  party  laws,  fecurity  to  their  liberty,  and  fecurity  to. 
t  .ear  pel fonal  fafety.  Thefe  are  bleflings  which  will  engage  the  gratitude  of 
po  ®c(fy  to  venerate  your  allies. — -Excufe  me.  Sir,  for  being  warm;  it  ia  a  mat¬ 
ter  I  have  much  at  heart,  and  a  fubjea  which  I  almoft  adore  i  and  let  the 
ccnfequences  to  me  be  what  they  may,  I  mud  give  it  my  fupport  ;  for  it  has 

my  mod  hearty  concurrence,  and  to  every  part  and  particle  t  do  pronounce 
a  willing  and  a  grateful 

1  am  againd  the  podponement  of  the  quedion,  as  to  the  principle  ;  but 
as  to  that  part  of  the  rcfolution,  relating  to  the  time,  I  lhaU  move  . for  an  alte¬ 
ration,  as  my  colleagues  and  myfelf  think  the  period  too  Ihort. 

Mr,  fit:^fimmons .-~-l  was  inclined  to  delay  the  bufinefs  until  the  afttr- 
noon  ;  but  from  all  that  has  been  faid,  1  believe  it  mud  be  the  opinion  of 
the  Houfe,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  decide  u  pon  the  fird  refolution  before  xye. 
a  journ.  As  to  the  conditution  itfelf,  I  believe  the  proper  place  for  difeafs- 

nothing  peed  be  added  on  thac 
head.—If  the  time  mentioned  for  the  eleftions,  is  fuppofed  impnoperv  that 
paay  be  accommodated  to  the  gentleman’s  wifhes  by  amendments. 

The  quedion  will  the  Houfe  agree  to  the  podponement  >  put, 

it.~So  it  was  determined  ip  the  negative.^ 

I  A  will  pleafe  to  recollea.  Sir,  that,  when  I  w» 

pp  laft,  I  obferved  that  one  of  the  arguments  of  the  Member  from  Cumber, 
knd  rnight  eafily  be  obviated.  As  that  was  an  improper  time  to  teply  ta 

him,  I  declined  doing  it  ;  but  I  mean  now  to  enter  on  «his  fubje(5f,  -as  1  con^ 
lider  It  fully  before  us.  *». 

Mr.  WMtehiU  ioterrapted  Mm  wi-.h  fayipg,  he  had  faid  noting  iWinR  the. 
pimcipl^s  ot  the  propofed  plan,  but  that  we  yrere  not  ready  to  take  it  np. 

Mr.  .ernr^Br/^.—The  Gentleman  muft  fuppofe  me  a  fool  to  think  I  Waa. 
going  mto  a  defesi^  of  the  principles  of  the  ne.w  form  of  government  No 

fcrmattn.  «fl»er  the  reach  hif  argumenbt  of  in^ 

•r  ahother  point  I  mean  to  reroarV.  Re  has  Aid’ 

ift  could  felea  what  he  faid,  that  we  ought  not  to  take  up  the  prefL  qTa 
V-QU,  aor  adopt  the  refolutiou,  until  we  beard  from  Congreft  ,  Jij  his  atgit.' 
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ment  was,  that  this  fliould  be  left  to  a  futui  e  Houfe  to  complete.  Now 
this  I  mean  to  anfwer,  and  hope  to  (hew  perfedlly,  that  neither  pre'mifes  of 
conclufion  is  well  founded. — There  is  alfo  another  queftion,  which  feems 
to  lie  at  the  bottom  of  his  argument,  namely,  that  it  is  ncceflTary  at  the  fame 
time,  for  the  date  Co  wait  until  an  improvement  of  the  congreflional  govern- 
menc  is  recommended  by  Congrefs.  This,  Sir,  I  conceive,  would  be  a  quef- 
tion  lying  at  the  bottom  of  the  fuhjedf,  which  occupies  our  prefent  conhdera- 
tion.— ^Eut  I  have  not  been  able  to  difeover  any  principle  on  which  an  idea' of 
this  nature  can  be  founded.  What  particular  right  have  Congrefs  to  recom¬ 
mend  an  improvement  of  the  federal  government  ? — They  may  recommend, 
but  I  lliould  fuppofe  it  comes  under  no  part  of  the  authority  delegated  to  them; 
^nd  therefore  that  it  was  going  wholly  out  of  the  province  alligned  to  them. 
I  fhould'  fuppofe  it  indelicate  .for  the  l  uperior to  folicit  more.  V/eknow 
they  are  invefled  with  the  power  of  recommending  by  the  confederation  ;  but 
who  would  recommend  from  that  body,  that  it  fhouid  be  gratified  with  more 
extenllve  power  ?— I  fliould,  I  fay,  prefume  it  muff  come  from  them,  not 
xvith  ihe  higheft  degree  of  delicacy. — In  the  next  place,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  it;  Hiould  come  entirely  from  them,  what  is  the  foundation,  or  what 
muft  be  the  foundation  of  a  recommendation  of  that  nature?  Is  it  becaufe 
they  have  become  fenfibler,  that  the  prefent  powers  are  not  fufficient  to 
condudl  rh«  affairs  cf  the  United  States,  and  that  a  more  vigorous  and  ener¬ 
getic,  government  became  neceffary  ? — Who.  ought  to  be  the  bed  judges 'of 
this  neeeffity  A  Men  in  Congrefs  refledling  abftraclediy ,  ot  the  body  of  the 
people,  on  this  continent,  feeling- and  knowing  this  neceffity.  I  therefore  think 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  be  guided  in  an  alteration  rather  by  this  maxim, 
than  by  the  other.— ^If  , a  thing.  Sir,  ought  to  be  done,  it  is  little  matter 
whether  it.  be  from  the  lefiedfion  of  Congrefs,  or  the  feeling  and  fenfibility 
of  the  people.;  and  I  own,  that  I  always  feel  a  contempt  for  thofe  languid  and 
trammeled  fentiraents,  which  move  but  like  a  piece  of  mechanifm. — And 
what  are  the  eonfequences  of  takirig  up  the  fubjeCl,  without  waiting  the  re- 
fult  of  Congreflional  deliberation. — Wejead  the  way,  and  do  great  honor  to 
ourfelves,  in  marking-the  road  to  obtain  the  fenfe  of  the  people,  on  a  fu-bje'dl 
that  is.of  the  greatefl  moment  to  them,,  and  to  their- poflerity.— -How  did  this 
bufinefs  firfl  originate  ?  Did  Virginia  wait  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs  ? 
Did  Pennfylvania,  who  followed  her  in  the  appointment  of  delegates,  wait  the 
recommendation  of  Congrefs?— The  affembly  of -New-York,  when  they  found 
they  had  not  the  honor  of  being  foremofl  in  the  mealufe,  revived  the  idea*of 
Its  being  neceffary  to  have  it  recommended  by  Congrefs,  as  an  excufe  for 
their  tardinefs,  (being  the  feat  of  the  federal  government)— and  Congrefs,  to 
Jiumour  them,  complied  with  their  fuggeflions.  How  it  happened  to  take 
«ffe£l:  in  the  other  Hates,  I  do  not  pofitively  fay  ;  but  I  am  rather  inclined 
to  believe  it  was  adopted  from  the  influence  of  example,  rather  than  from  the 
recommendation  of  Congrefs,  which  happened  to  take  place  in  the  interval 
between  the  fectings  of  the  legiflatures.— But  we  never  heard,  that  it  was 
fuppofed  neceffary  to  wait  their  recommendations.  No  fuch  argument  was 
made  ufe  of  on  this  floor,  when  the  law  was  paffed.  The  delegates  to  the 
convention  were  appointed  without  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs,  and  they 
reported  the  refult  of  their  deliberations  to  this  Houfe.  What  reafon  then  is 
there  for  waiting  any  longer  to  determine,  whether  it  is  proper  to  call  a  con¬ 
vention,  to  wolider  of  it  or  not  I  doa’t  fee,  for  my  part,  what  Congrefs 
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have  to  do  with  It— though  doubtlefs  I  diould  not  objefl  to  v  altlfig  a  fe^ 
day?  to  hear  their  opinion.  This  has  been  done  even  until  now,  which  is  fo 
near  the  clofe  of  our  feffion,  as  to  make  a  longer  delay  improper  therefore, 
waiting  their  recommendation  i?  no  argument  for  prolonging  the  confideration 
orthe  fubjea  before  us.  But  there  is  certainly  ftrong  realbns,  why  we  fnould 
call  up  and  determine  the  quellion,  whether  a  convention  rtrould  be  caLcd  or 
not  ?  ‘  The  'advantages  to  the  hate  are,  that  it  will  be  to  her  honour  to  take 
the  lead  in  adopting  fo  wii,e  apian,  and  it  will  be  an  inducement  for  other 
-ftates  to  follow.  "We  no’cjoubt  remember  the  influence  the  example  cf  Vir¬ 
ginia  and'Pennfylvania  had  in  getting  a  general  delegation  appointed,  anu  that 
example'wiil  no  doubt  as  generally  be  followed  in  idopting  the  refult  for  it 
is  every  whei'e  fully  and  fenfibly  felt,  that  an  alteration  in  the  fcederal  go¬ 
vernment  iS'  requifite— 'and  I  think  there  9an  be  little  hefitation  in  agreeing  to 
the  refolution  for  calling  a  convention,  As  for  the  aay  of  election,  that  is  but 
aTecondary  ccnflderation,  and  m-ay  be  (determined  when  it  comes  before  us. 
We  fu  rely  dial  I  unanimeufly  agree  to  the  hrft  refolution  at  this  time  -for  de¬ 
lay  would  argue  a  lukewarmnefs,  that  mufl  be  injurious  to  the  cauie.  Every 
peiTon  who  fliould  hear  we  had  the  fubjeiSl  ten  days  before  us,  and  notwitli- 
flanding  avoided  entering  upon  it,  muft  conclude  we  are  unfriendly  to  it ;  and 
it  will  be  caufe  of  triumph  to  our  enemies,  who  wait  only  to  fee  us  retain  cuat 
government,  w'hich  alone  can  fave  us  Irom  their  machinations. 

As  it  is  fully  in  cur  power  to  appoint  the  mode  and  manner  of  calling  the 
convention,  I  hope  gentlemen  will  turn  their  thoughts,  and  fay  what  is  the 
proper  time  :■  for  if  it  is  delayed  until  the  next  Houle,  it  will  be  fome  time 
far  advanced  into  another  year,  before  a  convention  can  fet  to  ratify  the  plan 
for  our  future  government ,  by  which  means  the  fofce  cf  example  would  be 
for  delay,  and  a  meafure  fo  extremely  neceffary- would  be  left  expofed  dr 
perhaps  neglected,  uniefs  the  ardour  ofour  citizens  fltould  induce  them  to  do 
what  our  timidity  would  decline.  The  influence  which  this  Gate  may  ac¬ 
quire  by  deciflon  will  be  loft,  and  many  of  the  adv.antages  leffencd  by  an 
unneceflTary  delay.  -  >■  <  ...... 

•  Mr.  Findley. — I  do  not  intend  to  reply  to  the  arguments  ufed  in  favour  of 
che  prefent  meafure— but  only  examine  the  ground  on  which  we  ftand. — 
When  the  queftion  was  on  poftponement,  I  did  not  think  it  right,  that  gentle¬ 
men  (houid  have  introduced  the  obfervations  which  they  did,  nor  that  the 
manner  of  fpeaking,  vvhich  fome  ufed,  was  proper..  It  v/as  only  addrelTed  to 
the  paflions,  and  in  my  peply  I  do  not  mean  to  juftify  fuch  language,  by  ufing 
what  may  be  fimilar.  No,  Sir,  I  intend  to  addrefs  the  judgntent,.  and  not 
the  paftions  of  any  man.  I  have,  no  doubt,  but  a  Ccnventien  'might  be  called^ 
and ^ill  be  called.  Fkat  it  ought  to  be  called^  r.nd  will  be  called,  is  feen  fo 
clearly,  that  I  ftiall  add  nothing  to  enforce  it — therefore,  I  take  ic — that  the 
propriety  of  calling  a  convention  is  not  the  queftion  before  us.  After  declaririg 

my  fentiments  fo  far,  I  fliall  proceed - Sir,  now  to  examine  the  ground 

on  which  we  ftand — I  believe  we  ftand  on  fcsderal  ground;  therefore,  we  are 
not  in  a  ftate  of  nature.  If  we  were  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  all  the  arguments 
produced,  for  haftening  this  hufmefs,  would  apply— ’but  as  we  are  not,  I 
would  obferve,  that  the  moft  deliberate  manner  of  proceeding,  is  the  beft 
manner — But  the  manner  in  which  this  fubjedf  has  been  introduced,  is  an 
indeliberate  manner,  and  feems  to  argue,  that  we  are  not  on  fcederal  ground. 
The  defign  of  carrying  this  through ,  I  fly,  Sir,  is  a  prefumption,  that  wcr 
are  in.  a  ftate  of  nature  *  if  that  is  the  cafe,  then  it  can. only  be  proper  to  ufe 
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<hit  expedition.  What  1  mean.  Sir,  by  a  fljte  of  nature,  (s  with  refocfl  r« 

>^4  not  any  wiVj  XLgt  o^r 

fh^  notZL  ir  f  ?  7'  convention  was  a  fas.inraJ.  convention—h,,  it  had 

'«nv--ThI  tfe,  ravZ  «'’r'"  ">  fede. 

xa  y  that  they  have  aSed  agreeable  to  the  limitation,  and  have  acded  fcede 
«lly.  I  know  by  fome  of  the  argomenta  which  havy  been  ufed  XmZ 

S'C->c  will  have  rec  iurfe  to  the 
confederation  itfe  f,  and  then  to  the  law  which  appoioted'delegatoVtr  he 
eonv^tton  and  let  them  decide  whether  we  are  on  faderal  grootid  tr  not  '  ' 

enter  in?  '“y^.  “  No  two  or  more  ftatet  lhall 

nvi  rout  Whatever  between  them, 

WIS  the  fame  is  to  I  entered  into/fnd  'how 

g  It  fhall  continue.  It  may  be  faid  this  don’t  appljv-Well  let  us  examine 

ftalfbe  [nJiokW^^Vf"  “’'i  I*'''''''""’  =‘”'cle-“The  articles'of  confederation 
«fr  Aa rr  /  hy  every  flate,  and  the  union  (hall  be  perpetual  i 

filch  *!h!r,,7  “  »”y ‘"ne  hereafter  be  made  in  any  of  them,' unlefs 

,Z  ‘  ”  *  ““S"''*  of  '■«  United  States, ’and  be 

^fterwards  confirmed  by  the  legiflatures  of  every  Hate.”  Now  did  we  aa  in 

conformity  with  thele  articles  by  paffing  the  Jaw  appointing  delegates  to'  the 

luir  T”f  '°''k  r°^  '  ^  f  hnow  the  contrary  has  been  faid. 

but  let  us  have  recourfe  to  our  owp  aa.  I  don’t  mean,  as  I  faid  before,  to 

reply  particularly  to  any  arguments,  but  to  eftabliOi  the  point  that  we  have 
oil  along  aaed  upon  fcuderal  principles,  and  that  we  ought  to  continue  fede¬ 
ral,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  we  lhall.  But  what  fays  the  pi  eamble  of  the 
law-Hear  our  own  words,  Sir,-“  Whereas  the  general  alTembly  of  this 
Mmmonwealth,  taking  into  their  ferious  eonlideration  the  reprefentationa 
heretofore  ma*  to  the  lejidatures  of  the  feveral  ftates  in  ihe  uni  m,  by  the 
United  States  in  Congrefs  aflembled,”  &c.  It  has  been  menti-  ned  that  we 
took  It  up  in  confeqnence  of  Virginia’s  having  engaged  in  the  meafure  i  and  as 
che  reafons  are  only  mentioned  in  the  preamble,  they  may  not  deferve  much 
attention,  hut  the  fecond  feaion  of  the  law  decides  this  point.  The  words 
are.  after  enumerating  the  perfons,  that  they  are  hereby  conflitated  and  ap¬ 
pointed  deputies  from  this  <Iate.  with  powers  to  meet  fuch  deputies  as  may  be 
appointed  and  authoriaed  by  the  other  flates  to  alTemble  in  the  faid  convention 
at  the  city  aforefaid,  and  to  join  with  them  in  devil! tie.  deliberapng  on,  and 
1  cu  ing  all  fuch  ^Iterations  and  further  provifions  as  may  be  neceifary  to  ren¬ 
der  the  federal  conftitution  fully  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union  i  and 
in  reporting  fuch  aft  or  afts  for  that  purpofe,  to  the  United  States  in  Congrefs 
aflembled  as  when  agreed  to  by  them,  and  duly  confirmed  by  the  feveral 
flates,  will  efFeiSlually  provide  for  the  fame.  ' 

Novy  1  confider  it  as  a  queftion  of  importance,  whether  we  are  to  take  up 
the  new  conftitution,  as  being  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  or  ading  on  federal  ground 
Whether  we  ftand  unconneaed  or  fubordinate  to  the  prefent  confederation  ;  if 
we  are  bound  by  that,  it  obliges  us  to  continue  on  federal  ground.  I  ftiourd 
conceive,  that  we  are  ftill  bound  by  the  confederation,  and  that  the  condu^ 
of  the  Houfe  has  hitherto  been  federal  ;  that  the  convention  was  federal  as 
appears  by  their  appointment,  and  their  report  to  Congrefs.  Did  they,  Sfr, 
tiddrefs  their  report  to  this  Houfe?  No,  Sir,  they  did  not.  It  is  tree.  Sir. 
WC  were  honored  with  a  report  frojn  our  own  delegates.  No,  Sir,  f  retratfl 

the. 


PfeNNSYtvANIA. 


the  worfj*^the  delegates  were  honoreci  5  they  did  therhfelvea  the  honoijr  ol£ 
tom;nanicacino;  the  refult  cf  their  deliberations.  BtJC  did  the  convention  ad* 
drefs  this  Houle?  No,  Sir,  they  did  not.  They  addrefled  Cong  refs,  as  they 
were  ordeied  to  do.-^Hithcrto  the  bufintffs  has  been  in  a  federal  channel#? 
and  i-his,.  Sir,  is  the  firft  Hep  that  plactls  us  upon  unfederal  ground.  Th© 
report  is  before  Congrefs-,  and  it  is  to  be  prefumed  Gongrefs  will  agree  to  it— 
But  has  fuch  a  length  of  time  clapfed,  as  to  induce  ms  to  fufpedl  they  willnoC 
concur,  or  to  juftify  our  going  into  It  without  their  recommendation?  We, 
may  adl.  Sir,  without  due  deliberation,  and  hurry  on  without  conlideration,! 
but  Co'ngrefs  will  not.  1  know  the  propriety  of  waiting  to  hear  from  theiti 
muft  have  weight  with  every  Member,  and  I  aik  every  gentleman  in  thtOv 
Houfe,  will  they  take  upon  therrtfelves  to  doubt  of  the  acqniefcence  cf  Gon- 
grefs,  in  order  to  furniih  an  argument  for  difpatch  ?  If  any  will,  let  him  fay 
fo,  and  take  the  confequences  upoh  his  character.  No  doubt  can  be  entertain-* 
cd,  but  Gongrefs  will  recommend,  as  the  acquifition  of  power  is  a  dcfirable 
objedt  with  them.  Their  dijpofition  muft  be  to  promote  the  prefent  plan# 
but  they  rhuft  wifti  to  prefei  ve  the  appearance  of  decency  on  fuch  a  fubjeft** 
I  aik,  can  any  gentleman  fuppofe  but  what  Gongrefs  wiil  come  readily  into: 
It  ?  They  who  have  bben  many  years  recommending  and  requiring,  nay  I. 
may  fay,  begging  for  fuch  powers  as  are  now  propofed  to  be  given  them, 
cannot  change  their  difpofition,  and  decline  receiyihg  an  increafe.  Well, 
w!)at  does  all  this  tend  to  prove  »  have  we  not  all  along  been  a  federal  ftate,-. 
remarkably  fo  ?  And  fhall  we  be  the  firft  to  ftep  out  of  our  way  wantohly,  and 
without  any  reafon  ?  Certainly  we  will  not. 

However,  I  fuppofe  feme  gentlemen  will  fay, it  is  neceffary  for  Pennfylvam’a* 
to  (hew  a  ready  Compliance  on  the  prefent occaiion — that  it  is  abfolutely  necef¬ 
fary  to  fupercede  the  exifting  confederation.  Why,  Sir,  we  know  that  nothing# 
rio  argument,  no  oppoiition  can  withftand  the  plea  of  neceifity— well,' but  the 
abfolute  neceflity  muft  arile  from  the  dangers  wd  are  in.  Now  where  are  any 
dangers  to  be  avoided  while  Gongrefs  are  going  only  through  their  ufual  forms 
to  recommend  this  meafure  ?  They  muft  have  tirne  to  read  and  confider  the 
plan  ;  it  muft  go  through  the  ufual  courfe  of  bufinefs.  Circular  letters  muft 
be  prepared  and  fent  with  authenticated  copies  of  the  new  form  of  government.  ■ 
1  am  of  opinion  all  this  will  be  done  with  proper  fpeed,  and  the  coirimunica-. 
tidns  will  be  rriade  as  foon  as  poflible.  Why  fend  the  plan  to  Gongrefs  at  all, 
if  we  muft  adl  upon  it  Without  their  approbation.  If  the  prefent  confederatioii' 
is  not  adequate  to  the  great  national  purpofes,  it  is  fair  to  put  it  in  competi¬ 
tion  with  the  propofed  one.  We  know  it  was  framed  by  good  and  wife  men, 
and  fo  was  this.  Wife  and  great  men  were  employed  in  framing  both.  Nay, 
fortie  of  tnc  farrie  men  prepared  them — 'but  as  tirne  and  experience  have  fhewn 
a  revifion  to  be  necelTary,  has  it  not  been  entered  into  a  federal  ground  ?  And 
will  the  fiate  of  Pennfylvania  quit  this  to  anfwer  the  concealed  purpofes  af 
thofe,  who  urge  on  the  prefent  meafure?  No,  I  hope  not,~but  they  will 
agree  to  leave  it  to  another  Houfe,  by  which  time  the  ufual  formalities  may  be 
given  it  by  the  United  States.  Purely  Pennfylvania  can  take  it  up  early  enough 
to  prevent  any  damage  that  is  feared.  In  doing  fo,  we  adt  federally.  What 
are  held  out  as  inducements  Co  adl  with  fuch  precipitation,  as  forae  Members 
fay  the  htmor  of  being  foremoft  ;  but  1  would  rather  fay  the  dljhonor  of  adling 
ttnfede  rally  ;  and  will  any  federal  purpofes  be  anfwered  by  a  breach  of  the  con¬ 
federation,  which  can  countetbaiance  the  difgrace  of  being  the  firft  to  diiTolve 
th«  tthiutt  >  AadySu,  k  U  aot  coavcoi^at  chat  qbc  ft  ate  ftiQuld  cater  into  this 

meaffure , 
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sneafure  any  length  of  time  before  the  others.  This  is  one  renfon  of  'waiting' 
the  recommendation  of  Congrefs — for  then  the  new  conftitution  comes  ofhcial- 
]y  and  all  are  prepared  to  go  hand  in  hand  in  perfedting  the  work — but 
a  name  juftify  us  for  a  breach  of  faith  unnecefiTarily,  and  no  neceffity  is  alledged 
to  juftify  the  meamre.  Sir,  in  adring  the  part  I  do  in  fupporting  federal  rnea-. 
fures,  I  amjuftifiedby  every  citizen,  who  will  think  with  deliberation  on  a 
fubjedl  of  this  importance.  I  have  fuppofed  the  gentlemen  who  fupport  the 
relolutlons  before  you,  brave  fome  objedl  in  view  which  is  not  undeiftood.  I 
have  a  right  for  fuch  fufpicion,  or  why  was  it  delayed  to  the  lalt  butene  day 
of  the  feffions  ?  We  do  not  treat  this  fubjedl  which  is  allowed  to  be  of  im¬ 
portance  with  any  refpedl  ;  we  treat  it  rather  as  a  matter  of  no  importance, 
when  we  hurry  it  on  in  this  manner.  Why,  Sir,  even  the  trifling  bufinefs  of 
appointing  a  prethenotaryi  or  regifter,  is  made  the  order  of  the  day.  Cer¬ 
tainly  then  we  treat  this  with  indignity. 

There  mull  be  fome  reafons  for  this,  but  though  I  cannot  fee  it.  I  may 
fpppofe  it,  and  I  would  alk  the  gentleman  whether  it  is  that  they  may  have 
the  merit  of  promoting  a  bufinefs  which  appears  to  be  very  popular  ;  but  will 
th  is  confift  Vi^ith  our  federal  engagements.  I  would  go  further,  and  affign  an¬ 
other  reafon  againft  it,  but  I  may  be  fuppofect  to  touch  it  with  indelicacy.  Jt 
maybe  alked,  was  this  Houfe  eledted  with  a  view  of  entering  into  matters  of 
this  importance  ^  I  fay  this  may  be  indelicate,  as  the  H.L^ufe  have  eledted  dele¬ 
gates  to  convention- — but  then.  Sir;  T  have  /hewed  they  had  that  right  by 
the  articles  of  confederation,  fo  that  the  Houffe  fo  far  did  their  duty. — It. 
is  true  they  happened  in  their  choice  of  delegates,  to  choofe  a  number  of 
their  own  Members,  but  in  this  they  were  alfo  juflihed  fur  one  reafon  }  per¬ 
haps  they  thought  them  better  judges  of  what  would  be  fur  the  benefit  of  a 
Aate  they  regulated  by  their  legiflation.  I  believe  nothing  was  improper  in  this; 
hut,  I  remember,  it  was  lamented  that  fome  perfons  were  not  .chofen  better 
to  reprefent  the  country  interetl.  .  And  it  is  thefe  very  men,  who  now  come 
forward  with  the  refolutions,  they,  no  doubt,  are  able  to  decide  »  but  f 
think  they  (hould  indulge  others  with  time,  for  a  like  confiderdtion— -there¬ 
fore,  1  hope  they  will  agree  to  let  it  lie  over  to  the  next  Houfe,  I  don’t 
think  that  it  will  be  then  too  late,  and  few  or  none  of  the  other  ftates  can  be 
forwarder  than  ourfelves,  in  calling  a  convention,  .  ;  , 

Mr.  G.  Clymer.' — We  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  heard  all  the  common  place 
arguments  ag-ainft  adopting  the. federal  conftitution  ;  and  among  this  mals  of 
matter,  what  has  the  gentleman  attempted  to  eflablilh  ?  I  think.  Sir,  it  may 
be  reduced  to  thefe  two  points  ;  firft,  that  the  legiflature  of  Pennlylvania  is 
is  not  adequate  to  calling  a  convention,'  though  generaly  defired  ;  and  the  other, 
is,  that  the  meafure  of  calling  a  convention,-  if  gone  into,  is  anti-fede.rdl,  and 
IT.ews  an  impropriety  in  the  condudl  of  the  Houfe,  in  not  waiting  the  refult 
of  the  deliberations  of  Congrefs.  Sir,  I  have  as  great  refpea  for  federal  raea- 
lurres  and  for  Congrefs,  as  that  gentleman  can  pretend  to.— But  waiting  their 
report,  Sir,  I  believe  will  be  to  attend  to  forms,  and  Jofe  the  fubflance.  A. 
little  calculation  will  ferve  to  demonflrate  this,  and  fhew  the  impropriety  of 
v/aiting  the  repoft  of  that  body — at  the  fame  time  a'  due  regard  to  decency  has 
bfcen  had  by  poflponing  this  bufinefs  to  fo  late  an  hour. — If  this  Houfe  order 
a  convention, it  may  be  deliberated  and  decided  fome  time  in  November,and  the 
conftitution  may  be  adled  under  by  December.  But  if  it  is  left  over  to  the 
next  Houfe,  it  will  inevitably  be  procraftinated  until  December,  1788.  No 
man,  1  prefume,  would  be  willing  that  our  union  and  fhguld 

main  fo  long  in  jeopardy,  01  run  the  riU;  of  H  final  ruin. 
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If  this  bufinefs  is  negle^ed  by  the  p.refent  houfe,  and  fufFered  to  pafs  ovet’ 
to  the  next,  it  v;ili  undoubtedly  have  the  appearance  of  our  being  unfriendly 
to  the  nev/  conditution,  or.  will  be  owning  to  the  world,  that  we  are  not  wil'^ 
ling  to  decide  in  its  favour. -r- The  gentleman  fuppofes  wrong,  when  he  lays, 
that  the  reafon  for  bringing  it  forward  now  is,  that  Congrefs  are  not  favo.urable 
to  the  mealure.  ,,It  originated. on  no  fuch  apprehenhon  ;  on  the.  contrary  we 
know,  that  Congrefs  are  favourable,  and  I  have  been  informed  by  agentlernapi 
of  information,  lately  from  York,  . .that  the  member.s  of  Congrefs  were.unani* 
rnous  in  approving  it;  but  that  the  forrpalicy  which  accompanies  their  deciiions, 
is  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  require  a  longer  time  for  making  official  communica¬ 
tions.  ...  . \ 

The  other  argument,  that  it  is  UBfoeder;d  to  call  a  convention  without  the 
approbation  of  Congrefs,  is  not  fupported  ,  for  he  agrees,  that  ihould  Congrefs 
difapprove,  there  is  flill  a  way  left  of  laying-  it  .before. the  people,  which  v 
mounts  to  a  full  proof,  that  Congre'fs  is  conjldered  ordy  as  a  vehicle  to  com¬ 
municate,  the  information  generally  to  the  United, .States,.  -In  this. light  the 
gentleman  will  find  the  conyehtiqn  addrefied  them}  if  he  turns  over  to  the 
I'efoiutions  accompanying  the  conllitution,.  (it  is  there  declared  as  their  opi¬ 
nion,  that  it  fhould  be  addrelled  to,  a  convention  of  delegates,  chofen  in  each 
^ate  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation  of  its, legiHature  ;  and 
Avhen  agreed  to  In  fuch  manner  ..by  nine  ^dates,  it  fhall  then  be  in  force. — • 
Thus  we  fee  tnere  no  power  vcncdi,n  Cticigrefs,  to  prevent  the  flates  going 
into  it  lenarately  and  independently.  The  idea. which  he  ha^  taken  up,  may¬ 
be  traced  undoubtedly  in  the  original  confederation!  but  he  will  net  find  ii  at 
all  attended  to  by  the  convention.  Wailing  to  receive  a,  recopnmendation  of 
the  meafure  frohr  Congrefs,  mufl  even,  by  that  gentleman,  be  efieemed 
merely  as  a  compliment,  which  I  think,  by  the  delay  alreqd/  tnade,_  has  been 
fully  complied  with  ;  fo  that  I  think  little  remains  but  that  the  Ho.uf^  patronife 
the  calling  a  convention  by  agreeing  to.the  fird  refolutioa,  and  no  man,T 
apprehend,  in  favour  of  federal  meafures,  will  oppolethis;  and  when,  the 
fecond  comes  before  u.s,  we  may  determine  the  time  for  holdirig  the  eleciion.. 

Mr.  Robinfon. — The  arguments  of  the  gentleman,  w'ho  objeds  to  the  pre- 
fent  meafure,  is  not  againft  the  propriety  of  calling  a  convention,  but  only 
that  this  IS  an  improper  time  ;  and  it  a.ppears,  that  he  fuppofes  farther,  thac 
we  are  not  a£ling  confident  with  out  foederal  engagements  in  deciding  on  this 
febjedl,  before  It  is  recommended  by  Congrefs  :  becaufe,  as  he  fays,  w'e  quit: 
the  federal  ground  on  which  we  have  hitherto  trodden,  and  a6t  as  if  we  were 
in  a  date  ofnatdte  with  refpeft  to  the  confederation  exiding  between  the  thir¬ 
teen  dates.  Now,  Sir,  I  mud  oppofe  thefe  arguments  by  alTerting,  in  the 
fird  place,  that  we  have  not  adfed  hitherto  on  federal  ground  >  that  the  ap-. 
pointment  made  by  this  houfe  of  delegates  to  convention^  was  not  federal,  nor 
any  one  dep  taken  by  us  has  been  in  conformity  with  the  ai  tides  of  confedera¬ 
tion.  And  all  this  I  think,  Sir,  I  fhall  be  able  to  prove  to  your  fatisfaclion, 
^nd  to  a  full  refutation  of  every  pretext,  v/hich  the  gentleman  from  Wedmore- 
land  has  fet  up  to  defeat  the  propofed  meafure  at  the  prefent.  The  gentle¬ 
man  has  introduced  to  your  attention  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  confederationp 
and  concludes  from  it  that  vVe  are  ading  unfederally,'  if  we  do  not  wait 
their  dedfion.  Now  I  mean  to  prove  by  this  article,  that  v/e  have  noX_aded 
hitherto  in  conformiiy  with  it— but  that  at  the  very  fird  onfet,  we  entered 
new  ground,  and  the  articles  of  this  confederation  (it  fays)  fhall  be  in^violably 
and  the  union  fhall  perpetual ^  nor  fhall  any  alteration,  at  any  time 

yi.  hereafter 
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hereafter  be  made  in  any  of  them*  unlefs  fuch  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a 
TuTe  OF  EVE^RY  afterwards  confirmed  the  LEGISLA- 

this  is  plainly  inferred,  that  alterations  ought  to  have  originated  'Hidn 
i^ngrejs,  «nd  by  them  been  recommended  to  the  feveral  LEGISLAT  URES. 
Here  is  no  provifion  for  leaving  it  to  another  body  of  men,  to  recommend  al’er-^ 
ntioni  to  i:,tai(i  Conventions-^-WtXQ  is  no  provifion  for  making  an  engagement 
binding,  as  foon  as  entered  into  by  nine  {fates  aTerabled  in  Conventions,  No, 
bir,  the  Conttitucion  propofed  is  no  alteration  of  any  ioarticular  article  of  the 
CcrnjederaUon,  which  is  the  only  thing  provided  for*  ^The  federal  convention 
did  not  think  of  amending  and  altering  the  prefent  confederation,  for  they  faw 
the  impropriety  of  veiling  one  body  of  men  with  the  necefihry  powers.  Hence 
refulted  the  neceidicy  of  a  diferent  organization— America  had  been  taught  by 
dear-bought  experience,  that  (he  could  never  hope  for  fecurity  or  profperity 
under  articles  of  union,  that  were  no  longer  binding  i  that  fuited  the  con¬ 
venience  of  eacn  particular  flare,  arid  was  flighted  or  contemned  as  petulance 
or  caprice  diftateJ.  America  has  feen  the  confederation  totally  inadequate  to 

'I  equal  general  government,  incapable  of  aifbrding  fecurity 

cither  wirhm  or  without.  Attempts  in  vain  have  been  made  to  obtain  the  af- 
ent  o.  all  the  daies,  to  meafares  which  have  at  one  time  or  ariother  been 
a^^reud  by  them  feverally,  yet  retradled  by  fome,  when  a  profpe£t  of  fuccefs 
appeared  Hence  refulted  the  nccclTIcy  of  taking  up  this  bufinefs  on  original 
ground— Hence  refulted  the  neeeifity  of  having  again  recourfe  to  the  AU¬ 
THOR!  FY  OF  THE  PEOPLE.  Under  this  imprefion.  Sir,  the  CON- 
VENTlOiV  originated.  Virginia  paflfbd  a  law  appointing  delegates  to  join 
with  the  delegates  of  luch  other  flates  as*  influenced  by  her  example,  and  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  necefTi^y  of  having  a  moreerFeaive  federal  government,  fhould 
Concur  therein.  Virginia,  Sir,  was  not  authorifed  by  Congrefs  to  make  fuclv 
appointment,  nor  did  Pennfylvania  wait  for  that  authority  ;  but  this  reafcn, 
which  IS  inferced  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  was  thought  fufflcient  to  juflify 
our  conduft,  and  was  the  real  inducement  for  paffing  the  law.— “  And  where¬ 
as  the  legiflature  of  the  (late  of  Virginia  have  already  palTed  an  aft  of  that 
iommonwealth.  empowering  certain  commilTioners  to  meet  at  the  city  of  Phi¬ 
ladelphia,  in  May  next,  a  convention  of  commlflioners,  or  deputies,  from  the 
diiferent  flates;  and  the  legiflature  of  this  flate  are  fully  fenfible  of  the  im- 
poitant  advantages  which  may  be  derived  to  the  United  States,  and  every  of 
them,  ^xoxn  cc-operatingnvith  the  common^'ealtb  ofi  Virginia,  and  the  other 
Hates  of  the  confederation,  in  the  faid  defign.” 

Finally,  Sir,  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs  was  obtained  for  calling  the 
convention  »  but  this  was  a  power  not  veiled  in  them  by  any  article  of  the  con¬ 
federation,  under  which  they  ought  to  adl.  In  this.  Sir,  they  departed  from 
that  fccderal  condua,  which  the  member  from  Weflmoreland,  by  miftake,  af- 
ferts  has  hitherto  been  purfued.  Having,  Sir,  not  hitherto  proceeded  one*flep 
on  fcederal  ground,  is  it  to  be  expeiSled  that  fcsderal  ground  fliould  now  be  re¬ 
fumed  ?  But,  Sir,  if  we  were  to  proceed  under  the  molt  earnefl  recommend¬ 
ation  of  Congrefs,  IQ  c^\[ -a.  fiaie-convention,  we  proceed  Contrary  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  laid  down  in  the  r^th  article,  which  declares  the  alteration  mull  be 
CONFIRMED  BY  TME  LEGISLATURE:  fo,  whether  Congrefs  recom¬ 
mend,  or  do  not  leconbmend— if  a  is  called,  (which  every  gentle- 

man^agrees  is  proper)  We  aa  inconfiflent  with  the  articles  of  confederation,-— 
Tor  ia  it  any  where  faid,  that  fcnvcntiont  of  the  people  fhaii  be  called  to  dcter- 
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fach  alterations  a«  are  fuhmttted  byCongrefs?  No,  Sir,  THE  LEGIS-. 
LATURES  are  to  decide,  and  moreover,  it  mud  be  confirmed  by  all  oj  them. 
before  it  can  have  effedl.  Now  is  this  a  circumdance  that  can  be  rcafo^abiy 
cxpedled  after  the  difunion  and  obflinacy,  which  has  heretofore  taken  place 
The  new  conditucion  declares,  when  nine  dares  concur,  it  (hall  be  binding-  oa 
them  :  fo  that  whatever  w’ay  we  proceed  in,  it  m^.d  Lq.  clear  we  proceed' 
without  regard  to  the  confederatroPo 

With  refpea:  to  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs,  I  think  it  is  generally  be* 
lieved  they  will  recommend,  butitis  only  mere  formality  that  could  require  us 
to  wait  i:— even  was  it  fcederal — which  it  is  not,  let  us  fappofe-  than  Congref?, 
were  to  rcfafe  recommending,  would  it  drop  to  the  ground  And- fuppofe  we 
decline  calling  a  convention,  will  not  the  peopte.call  one  themfelves  ?  Thev 
furely  will,  and  have  m  undoubted  right  fo  co  do.  And  the  only  quedion  be- 
d-re  us  is,  what  advantage  will  arile  from  caliins  that  cenvent/ev  »ezv  The 
perple^who  refide  near  the  feat  of  government  have-  generally  applied  to  you 
to  diiedl  this  affair  now  fhould  we  treat  their  applicatio  n  with  a  filent  neg- 
ledl:,  it  will  argue,  that  the  gerterql  alTembly  are  unfriendly  to  a  more  federal 
and  effedive  government.  If  it  (huuld  not  carry  that  idea  to  the  people  about: 
us,  who  may  have  fuller  Information,  it  certainly  will  to  the  extremes  of  the 
date,  and  other  didant  places.  It  will  tend  to  damp  that  ardor,  which  the 
propofed  plan  has  univerially  infpired.  The  date  of  Pennfylvania  is,  of  great 
weight,  her  influence  would  be  cxtcn  led,  nor  has  die  ever  relaxed  her  federal 
exertions,  fhe  would  become  dill  of  greater  importance  in  the  union,  and  hen 
example  on  the  prefent  quedion  may  fix  the  liberty,  profperity  and  happijiefj 
of  united  America;  while  fun  and  moon  endureth. 

A  tardinefs  will  lofe  us  thefe  advantages,  and  by  referring  to  another 
Houfe,  we  may  not  fee  it  effeaed,  until  many  other  dates  that  have  formed 
a  better  judgment  of  its  importance,  (hall  have  acceded  and  eclipfed  our  fame« 

Mr.  think  too  highly  of  the  good  fenfe  of  this  Houfe,  to' 

fuppofe  it  necelfary  to  fay  any  thing  to  prove  to  them,  that  their  agreement  to 
calling  a  convention  is  net  unfederaly  as  every  member  mud  have  fully  con* 
fideredthe  point  before  this  time  ;  nor  I  do  not  think  a  Angle  gentleman 
fuppofes,  that  it  would  be  unfederal.  Though  the  member  from  Wedmore* 
land  has  taken  fome  pains  to  perfuade  us,  that  Pennfylvania  has  been  hitherto 
a  federal  date,  and  that  we  are  about  to  depart  from  that  condudi,  and  to  run 
before  even  profperity  itfelf^I  think  it  greatly  to  the  honor  of  Pennfyl.vanfa, 
that  die  deferves  the  gentleman’s  commendation,  by  having  always  dood  fore* 
mod  in  fupport  of  federal  meafures  i  and  I  think  it  will  redound  dill  more  to 
her  honor,  to  enter  forernod  into  this  new  fydem  of  confederation,  feeing  th« 
old  13  fo  diffolved  or  rotten  as  to  be  incapable  of  anfwering  any  good  purpofe 
whatfoever.  Has  the  gentleman  ever  looked  at  the  new  conftitution?  If  h© 
has,  he  will  fee  it  is  not  an  alteration  of  an  article.In  the  old,  but  that  it  de¬ 
parts  in  every  principle  from  the  other.  It  prefuppofes,  Sir.  that  no  confe¬ 
deration  exids  ;  or  ,f  does  exid,  it  exids  to  no  purpofe  ;  as  it  can  anfwer  na 
ufeful  purpofe,  it  cannot  provide  for  the  common  defence,  nor  promote  the 
general  welfare—- Therefore,  arguments  that  are  intended  to  reconcile  one 
with  the  other  or  make  the  latter  an  appendage  to  the  former,  are  but  a 
mere  wade  of  words.  Does  the  gentleman  Puppof^,  that  the  convention 
thought  themfelves  aa.ng  under  any  provilion  made  in  the  confederation  for 
altering  its^  articles  .>  No.  Sir,^  they  had  no  fuch  idea.  They  were  obliged 
mks  firft  ifldaaQ^,  t9  begin  vmh  the  dedruaioa  of  greatefl  principle*^ 
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equal  re^refentation.  The  y  found  the  confederation  withcut  vigour  and  fo  de- 
<iayed,  that  it  was  impollible  to  graft  a  ufeful  article  upon  it  i  “nor  was  the  mode^ 
5ir,  as  prefcnbed  by  that  confederation,  which  requires  alterations  to  originate 
with  Congrefs.  They  found  at  an  early'  pciiod,  that  no  good  purpofe  could  Ip 
effeifled  by  making  fuch  alterations,  as  were  provided  by  the  fir  ft  articles  of 
union.  They  alfo  faw,  that  what  alterations  were  necefTary  could  not  be  rati¬ 
fied  by  the  legillatures,  as  they  vyere  incompetent  to  ordaining  a  form  of  go¬ 
vernment.  They  knew  this  belonged  to  the  people  only,  and  that  the  people 
only  would  be  adequate  to  carry  it  into  efFedl. '  VYhat  have  Congrefs  and  the 
'iegiflatures  to  do  with  thepropofed  conftitution  ?  Nothing,  Sir, — they  are  but 
the  mere  v’ehicles  to  convey  the  information  to  the  people.  The  convention, 
Sir,  never  fuppofed  it  was  necefifary  to  report  to  Congrefs,  much  lefs  to  abide 
their  determination  :  they  thought  indecent  to  make  the  compliment  to  them 
cf  fending  the  relult  of  their  deliberations — concluding  the  knowledge  of  that 
would  bemoiC  extenfively  fpread  throHgh  their  means— -not  that  I  would  In¬ 
fer  there  is  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  mdft  hearty  concurrence  of  t^iat  body.'  Rut, 
fliculd  they  decline,  and  the  ftate  of  Pennfylvarira  negledt  calling  a  convention, 
as  I  faid  before,  toe  autnorlty  is  with  the  people,  and  they  will  do  it  themfelves; 
hut  there  is  a  propriety  in  the  legirlatui  es,  providing  the  mode  by  which  it  may 
Be  ccnducled  in  a  decent  and  orderly  manner.  '  ^ 

The  Member  from  VVeftmoreland  agrees,  that  a  convention  ought  to  take 
place.  He  goes  further  and  decHreo,  that,  h  muft  and  will  take  place,  but 
aftigns  no  reafon  why  it  fliould  not  early  take  place.  He  rnuft  knov/  that  any 
time  after  the  eledlion  will  be  proper,  becaufe  at  that  time,  the  people  being 
<olle(!rted  together,  have  full  opportunity  to  learn  each  others  fentiments  ori 
this  fu  jedV.  1  aking  meafures  for  calling  a  convention  is  a  very  different 
thing  frem  deciding  on  the  plan  of  government.  The  fentiments  of  the  people, 
fo  far  as  they  have  been  colledleu,  have  been  unan'moufly  favorable  to  its  adop¬ 
tion,  and  its  early  adoption,  if  their  reprefentatives  think  it  a  good  one,  if  we 
fet  the  example  now,  there  is  a  great  profpeff  cf  its  being  generally  come 
into  i  but  if  we  delay  many  ill  confequences  may  avife.  And  I  fhould  fuppofe, 
if  no  better  arguments  are  offered  for  the  delay  than  what  has  been  advanced 
by  the  gentleman  on  the  ether  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  we  will  not  agree  to  it. 
As  to  the  time  cf  eleflion,  that  has  been  all  along  conceeded,  and  gentlemen 
will  propofe  fuch  time  as  they  think  proper. 

Mr.  Ftjidley.'  I  wifli  to  make  a  few  obfervatlons.  Sir,  on  what  has  been 
faid  by  the  feveral  gentlemen  who  fupportthe  motion,  and  to  offer  fome  fur¬ 
ther  reafons  in  favour  of  delay.  One  gentleman  fays,  it  will  be  procraftinated, 
jflaid  over  to  the  next  Houfe,  into  another  year — in  that.  Sir  J  w-i!l  agree  with 
bim,  if  he  means  the  beginning,  but  not  if  the  middle  or  latter  end.  The  fame 
gentleman  fays,  that  no  one,  in  favour  of  federal  meafures,  would  oppofe  it. 
Now,  Sir,  1  profefs  myfelfin  favor  of  federal  meafures,  and  I  believe  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe  are  generally  fo  ;  and  it  is  for  that  very  reafon,  that  I 
wifh  to  defer  it,  in  order  that  we  may  accomplifh  in  a  federal  manner.  The 
gentleman  further  fays,  that  if  Congrefs  difapprove  of  It,  there  is  ftill  a  v/ay 
left  of  hav  ing  it  adopted  :  but  If  Congrefs  ftiould  difapprove — will  it  be  contend- 
<jd,  that  we  have  afled  properly,  in  agreeing  to  ameafure  without  confidera- 
tion.  Congrefs  certainly  take  no  more  time  than  is  necefifary,  and  they  muft 
Icnow  how  the  legifiature  of  Pennfylvania  is  circumftanced  :  they  know  we 
;^re  near  our  dilTolution,  and  never  can  imagine  that  even  if  they  were  to 
(determine  on  iccojiimendirg>  that  we  have  time  to  decide  on  that  recommcii- 
datica,  '  .  . 
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As  to  what  the  geatleman  from  the  county  {Mr.  'Rohinjon)^  fays  or  the 
federal  convention’s  not  bein^  a  federal  convention,  I  have  but  little  to  leply- 
i  (H:ed  fome  fails  to  prove  they  were  a  federal  convention  a^mg  under  the 
confederation,  both  by  its  injanaions  and  by  the  law.  He  charged  Ccngrefs 
alfo  with  not  having  aaed  'agreeable  to  the  confederation  ;  but  he  has  not 
fnewnus,  why  that  body  (hould  wantonly  ftep  out  of  the  way,  when  by  the 
X3ch  fcaion,  they  were  able  to  effedt  every  akeratic  n  which  was  required— 
but,  for  my  part,  I  think  their  condudf  was  federal,  and  their  refolution 
conformable  to  the  confederation.  N  egleding  to  adopt  the  meafure  of  calhnr 
a  convention  is  laid  by  him  to  carry  the  idea  of  this  hate's  being  unfriendly 
the  propofed  conftitution  ;  but  why  fhould  it  have  this  effea  >  Is  it  not^knowff 
that  the  ufual  method  of  determining  any  matter  of  a  public  nature,  is,  by  i 
due  confideration  and  repeated  deliberation,  conformable  with  cur  con  i.afion. 
Can  a  hafly  decifion  be  expected?  No,  it  is  exprefsly  piohibited— ^  hy  t  ea 
tnuh  li  be  inferred  from  delay,  that  we  are  unfriendly  ?  ^ 

The  member  from  the  city  (Mr.  Fitzfiwmons)  fays,  that  qvery  member 
mult  have  confidered  this  fubjedt.  I  will  lay,  that  eveiy  member  h<iS  not 
confidered  it:  for  my  part  1  have  read  it  over  not  with  a  view  of  conlidering 
it  in  this  Houfe,  and  as  for  the  objedf  before  us,  I  never  thought  of  it  at  all, 
caking  it  for  granted  that  the  felTion  was  fo  far  expired,  that  time  was  not 
left  to  receive  it  from  Ccngrefs,  or  deliberate  upon  it.  I  know  th<*t  it  .s  tnc 
province  of  the  convention  to  mnfider  of  the  merits  of  the  plan,  and  I  fuppofe 
that  they  wUl  have  good  reafons  affigned  for  their  determination,  whether  it 
be  to  rejedi  or  adopt  it,  fo  that  I  (hall  add  nothing  on  this  head.  The  gentle- 
man  goes  further,  and  informs  us,  that  the  federal  convention  did  not  aft 
'qnder  the  confederation,  which  he  fays  is  dilTolved  and  rotten,  and  they  pai4 
no  refpea:  to  it  in  their  deliberations.  I  know  this  matter  does  not  come 
properly  before  the  Koufe  ;  but,  Sir,  I  cannot  forbear  remarking  upon  thefe 
v/ords.  I  fliould  think  it  unwife  to  throw  out  the  dirty  water,  Sir,  before  we 
get  clean.  If  the  confederation  is  diiTolved,  there  is  no  bond  to  keep  us  toge- 
gether,  even  while  we  deliberate  on  the  nev/ — But,  Sir,  our  confederation  is 
not  dilTolved,  though  it  may  be  defediive.  We  remember,  it  was  framed  in 
time  of  war,  and  every  requifite  for  the  time  of  peace  may  not  have  been  ad¬ 
verted  to  ;  and  we  fhould  remember  k  lrerved,  and  ferve'd  us  faithfully  through 
a  difficult  and  protradled  war.  Let  us,  therefore,  not  cenfure  it  too  highly, 
as  we  have  been  advantaged  by  it,  nor  defpife  it,  and  fay  it  is  diffolved  and 
rotten — for.  Sir,  when  I  go  into  my  new  houfe,  I  wait  ’till  it  is  finilhed  and 
furnilhed,  before  I  quit  the  humble  cabbin  that  has  ferved  me  many  a  cold  and 
weary  day  ;  and  When  I  bid  it  an  adieu,  it  is  becoming  to  fpeak  refpetTfully 
it,  becaul^e  it  was  true  and  faithful  to  the  laft. 

Now  with  refpedt  to  the  propriety  of  waiting  the  recommendations  of  Con- 
g^refs,  and  whether  we  are  adling  federally,  or  not,  are  queftions,  in  ray  opi¬ 
nion,  of  high  importance.  The  gentlemen  fay  alfo,  that  the  fubjedl  is  impor¬ 
tant;  but  how  do  they  treat  it?  They  treat  it.  Sir,  as  a  trifle,  v;hllfl  we,  by 
c^^firing  due  deliberation,  treat  it  as  important.  Aik  the  gentlemen,  Sir, 
what  they  are  about  to  do?  They  mean  to  fummon  an  election  of  delegates, 
at  fo  fliort^day,  that  people  have  not  the  lead  time  to  confult  together,  even 
oh  a  proper  reprefentation.  Perhaps  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  may 
Have  time  fufficient,  but  no  other  can.  If  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Penn- 
fylvania  are  favorable  to  the  Nev/  Conftitution,  how  can  they  find  cut  the 
fentiments  of'thofe,  whom  they  wlfti  to  reprefent  them?  Perhaps  they  may 


?34  Debates  of  the  General  Assembly 

very  ptrfam  wh’o'Ile  p^ein,ig  !hi7ouT°f ‘f””’ 

dence,  that  they  are  its  fupparter<!°  doit  to  infpire  a  confi. 

far,  to  deftroyit.  I  at  the  mem!«rs  ^fth" 'Jf''  mean,  if  opportunity  (hall  of. 
proper  time  is  a'lowetP  Let  everv'"  "/e/'enaole  to  fuppofe 

churedelegatdsvvithanvkIoH  1  1^  member  aik  himlelf  if  the  people  can 

to  have  a'governmenr  'of  ::„r:‘eCrgT'"L?; 

fwer  the  r  idea,  I  think  we  ought  to  le't  them  cc.nfider'’''"Thr  T  T 
to  think,  and  chufe  for  themfdves  Sh,ii  ,  ‘‘"f  »  r'g^t 

right?  Surely  not.^Lpr  ,h!  !  i  ®  we  then  deprive  tnem  of  their 

right  and  ref/fe  or  adonr  th  I  doubt  will  aa 

Mr  «  /  ’  ■/  °  ^  government  held  out  to  them 

on  this  queftion  if  hta  k  r  i:  expediency  of  immediate  decision 

rylvanL  1^00  ^be  1  a  “'''^ved,  that  the  example  of  Penn- 

!ts  adopti„n-c„:heCrTry“‘:TeuV;;th  f ^ 

^'<--:iaIur“„:t  Inrontl'L'g 

ries  ‘^and  ha^^nlhe  ‘  'r  '  '  emove  the  diSc.d- 

>  naiien  their  termination  by  a  fpeedy  am  licarinn  nf  flaaa  i  i  t 

the  cafe  admits  of.  I  cannot  fee  M-  e„  .  ^  *l’I'''cation  of  the  only  remedy' 

ind  f:  M  j  Speaker,  whence  the  gentlemen  (MefiVs. 

eeff  V  'I  •he  one  owns  is  ne- 

cellary,  and  toe  other  cannot  flate  a  firgle  etjeaion  againO 

tua  whr“  govemmenr  have  proved  ineffec 

attn  "  pT?  '"r  ‘T  -he  13th  atticle  ct'  the  confede- 

ration,  and  1  IS  m  eonfequence  of  this,  that  recourle  is  once  more  had  to  the 

^Uticn,y.f^  fFcpU.  The  firn  ftep  toward  obtaining  thi.,  was  anti-fedeVal 

wasanti-fedetah  the  whole  procef!  hi:  !,«■ 
anti  tederal,  fo  fat  as  it  was  not  conduced  in  the  manner  preferibed  hv  the 
articles  of  union.  But  the  firft  and  every  ften  was  'e  /W  1-  ,  c  • 
fanaioned  by  the  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED''sTaTES  T“ 

IrraTmeZera'  S  '“7  t*''”  ^-und  p^^ 

not  in  a7atl  of  he  concludes  we  are 

n  t  m  a  ftate  of  namre,  beca  le  we  are  on  federal  ground.  But.  Sir  we  are 

firmn"d7"“  ®f ^’"ended  (ield  of  nature,  unre- 
we^difeo  ^  "*7  '  9ompai:^.  bound  by  no  peculiar  tye,  at  leaft  to  far  are 

w  A  77^'  ’  '••P“.'’''e  of  forming  a  conftitution,  which  (hall  be  the 

o  der  of  •  he  univerlc.  It  is  on  the  principle  of  felf-confervation  that  we  aft. 
The  forme,  articles  of  confederation  have  received  lenience  of  death,  and 

«n7eman''  "li  All  T''''  -"•■  have  no  efficacy :  but  the 

gentleman  w  old  ft, 11  have  us  to  be  bound  by  them,  and  tells  you  your  afts 

muft  corre.pond  with  their  dodirine;  this  he  proves.  Sir.  from  the  ,3th  arti- 

tbr  t77r  "'7r‘  T  O''"'- fi-.diooa  divines,  who  in  commenting  on 
the.r  text  turn  it  to  diiTerent  (hapes,  and  force  it  to  prove  what  it  never  meant 
or  m  the  v/ords  of  the  poet,  ‘  . .  t.  ,  .•*.  » 

As  CriricsS  !  learned  Critics  view. 

In  Homer,  more  than  Homer  knew. 

He  will  not  fuffer  the  old  to  be  dilTolved.  until  the  new  is  adopted.,  he  will 
not  quit  his  old  cabbin  ’till  the  new  houfe  is  furniflied.  not  if  it  crumbles  about 
his  ears.  But,  Sir,  we  are  not  now  forfaking  our  tenement,  it  is  already  been 
lorlaken-and  I  conceive  we  have  the  power  to  proceed,  independent  of  Con. 
grefs  or  Confederation  i  but  as  to  the  fecond  ohjeft,  whether  the  time  is  pro¬ 
per,  as  uated  ia  the  refolutioa,  I  do  not  ,f*y  that  it  is — becaofe  J  conceive  it 

too 
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too  fhort  for  feveral  ccunties  diflant  frorii  this  city  ;  but  this  fubjeft  wiil 
tovie  f.rward  v/ith  propriety  after  the  prefenc  queftion  is  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Findley. — The  propofed  plan  is  not  now  before  us  ;  therefore  we  have 
nothing  to  fay  v  n  that  lubjerSt.  But*  Sir,  I  Would  Bill  fuppofe  the  old  confe- 
deraiijn  is  in  exifterice— 'the  new  faysj  that,  when  nine  State*  agree,  it 
lhall  oe  binding  un  them— that  is  to  lay,  we  fliail  not  go  out  of  the  old,  until 
the  new  is  fo  far  completed  Then,  Sir,  for  my  part  1  would  retire  from^ 
under  the  old,  out  not  till  then,  when  I  would  bid  it  an  honorable  and  friendly 
au’.eu,  for  its  irseriton  us  fervices — then  1  would  chearfuily  pay  that  attention 
to  the  new,  which  a  me  re  perfetSf  edifice  deferves—l  would  then  fupport  or 
act  under  it,  as  oc(  afion  nfight  require. 

Mr.  JVhi  ehill.  —  i  jhall  make  but  a  very  few  obfervatioris  on  this  bufihefs, 
a  -  cn  'ug 0  has  already  been  laid  1  apprehend  to  convince  the  Hotlfe  of  the  pro¬ 
priety  >.f  delay,  if  any  eonfidei  aticn  tan  eiferSl  it. — I  believe.  Sir,  we  are  un¬ 
der  the  confederation,  and  when  we  come  to  confider  the  articles  of  that  con¬ 
federation,  as  well  as  the  law  paffed  appointing  delegates  to  Congrefs,  we 
ihall  h  ave  reafen  to  conclude,  that  we  ate  on  federal  ground,  and  not  in  a 
fiate  of  nature. — ^In  the  lixtli  article  it  is  expr^fsly  declared,  that  no  Bate 
lhall  enter  into  any  confederation,  without  the  confent  of  Congrefs  »  this  is 
fufficient  to  faiisfy  the  Houfe>  that  they  otight  not  to  proceed  without  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  CoHgrefa.  I  fay,  when  we  come  to  confider,  that  the  flates  ap¬ 
pointed  delegates  in  confequence  of  the  recommendation  of  Congrefs,  and  that 
they  reported  to  Congrefs  agreeably  to  their  orders,  every  Member  muff  be 
convinced,  that  it  is  a  federal  meafure  i  and  this  wty  of  going  out  of  it,  mull 
be  contrary  to  all  -ight  and  propriety.  We  have  articles  of  confederation,  Sir, 
find  we  are  bound  by  them  i  we  are  afting,  Sir,  a  very  wrong  part  to  deny 
this  ;  they  are  cur  government.  They  have  the  necelTary  powers  by  the  con¬ 
federation,  and  I  fay  their  recommendation  is  necelTary  i  and  unlefs  we  have 
It,  nothing  can  be  done  toward  eftablilhing  the  new  confiitutioni 

Mr.  D.  Clyrner  faid  the  new  conflitution  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
prefenc  queftion.  which  was  fimply,  will  the  Houfe  take  the  proper  means 
to  have  a  convention  of  the  people  called,  to  deliberate  on  the  propriety  of  re¬ 
ceiving  or  refufiing  the  new  plan  of  confederation  } 

The  queftion  was  now  put,  will  the  Houfe  agree  to  the  refolution  ? 

And  the  Yeas  and  Nays  being  called  by  MeflTrs.  D.  Clymer  and  Fitafimmons, 
are  as  follows  ; 

yeas.  Will,  Fitzfimmnns,  Clymer,  Hilcseiraer,-  Gray,  Robinfon,  Salter, 
^pn,  Poulke,  Wynkoop,  Chapman,  Upp,  Moore,  Willing.  Raifton,  Evans, 
Thomas  Wheelen,  Lowry,  Hubley,  Carpenter,  Work,  Rofs  Clemfon, 
onag.  y.  Schrnyfer,  M  Lellan,  Lilley,  G.  Heifter,  Kreemer,  J.  Heifter 
Davis,  D.  Clymer  Trexler,  Burkhalter.  Cannon,  Antis,  Brackenridge,  Moore! 
Wheeler,  Hockley.  Riffe,  Carfon.  43. 

_  NAYS.  Whitehill,  Kennedy,  Mitchell,  Brown,  Piper,  Powel,  Dale, 

Flannaken,  Allifon,  Phillips,  Gikhrift, 
#mirh,  M  Calmbnt,  Clarke,  Miley.  15. 

After  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Ecdem  die,  P.  M. 

Mr.  cook  pe  cha^r,  when  it  appeared  there  were  but  44  Members 

met  ,  which  not  being  a  quorum, 

obferv/ed  that  tht  Houfe  had  under  their  confideratlon  a  bu- 
«s  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  as  he  remarked  the  abfeut  Members  were 

moftJf 
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moR!y  rhofe,  who  had  given  it  oppofition  in  the  forenoon— he  fiifpeaed  thei 
^ad  withdrawn  thenifelves  by  defign  ,  he  would  therefore  move,  that  the 
Sergeant  at  Arms  be  fent  forthem-This  being  unammoufly  agreed  to,  ihh 
S^geant  was  dilpa.ched  in  learch  of  the  following  members  of  the  general 
allembly  of  Pennlylvania  i  namely, 

From  Cumberland-^.#,,., /f-toZ,//,  David  Mlubel. 

l-rom  Bedford— Ftper, - Fo^ell, 

Prom  Northumberland— Antis,  (who  voted  in  favour  of  calling  th6 
_  convention)  Samuel  Dele. 

From  Weftmoreland— Findley,  James  Bar. 

From  Alexander  Wrtght,  John  M'Do^wel,  John  Flennaken,  James 

Allijon. 

From  Fayette— Fhilips,  John  Gilchrijl. 

From  Franklin — Abraham  Smith,  James  M'Calmont. 

From  Dauphin— Clarke,  and  Jacob  Miley. 

The  Speaker  left  the  chair  until  the  return  of  the  Sergeant  it  Arms,  who 
■was  immediately  examined  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Speaker .—Vk q\\.  Sergeant,  have  you  feen  the  abfent  members  }  Se  'f- 
^arii..  Yes,  Sir,  I  faw  R.  Whitehill,  Kednedy,  Mitchel,  Piper,  Powell, 
Dale,  Findley,  Bar,  Wright,  M‘DoWeIl,  Flennaken,  Allifon,  Gilchrift, 
M  Calmont,  R.  Clark,  Antis  and  Miley. 

Mr.  Speaker.  What  did  you  fay  to  them  ?  Se^^runt. — I  told  the  gentlemen 
that  the  Speaker  and  che  Houfe  had  fent  for  them,  and  fiys  they  there  is 
no  Houfe. 

Mr.  Did..you  let  them  know  they  were  defired  to  attend  Ser~ 

gear.t.  \  es,  Sir,  but  they  told  me  they  could  not  attend  this  afterhoon,  for 
they  had  not  made  up  their  minds  yet. 

Mr.  D.  Clymer. is  that  .>  Sergeant.— had  not  tnade  up  their 
minds  chi'?  afternoon  to  wait  on  you. 

Mr.  Who  told  you  this.>  Mr.  told  me  the 

Mr.  Where  did  you  fee  them. >  Sergeant.— At  a  houTe  in  fixtB- 

Rreet,  Major  Boyd’s,  I  think. 

D.  Clymer.— You  fay  Mr.  FVhitehill  told  you  firft  there  was  no  Houfe,  wHo 
cold  you  afterward.^  Sergeant.— Mr.  Clark  faid  they  murt  go  eleSlioneeringuo^ . 

D.  Clymer.— '\  would  be  glad  to  know  what  conveiTation  there  was  amoi^g 
them,  and  who  W'as  there  }  h)ergeant.—'~£\\oro  was  a  member  of  Council  with 
them,  Mr.  M'" Latne ,  and  he  a&ed  me  who  fent  you 
Mr.  Speaker. — Was  no  other  perfon  in  the  room  Sergeant. — ‘Yes,  I  faw 
Mr.  Smiley  there. 

D.  Clymer. — Was  there  no  private  citizens  Sergeant. — No,  Sir. 

D.  C/y;K(fr.— There  .was  none  then  but  MEN  IN  PUBLIC  OFFICES".^ 

Sergeant. — No. 

D.  Clymer. — Well,  and  pray  what  did  the  honourable  Mr.  Smiley  fay 
Sergeant. — He  faid  nothing. 

D.  C/>?«d>r.~Could  all  the  perfons  in  the  room  hear  Mr.  M^Laine  queAion.^^ 
Sergeant. — Yes,  Sir. 

D.  Clymer. — And  did  they  feem  pretty  unanimous  in  their  determination 
not  to  coine  that  is,  did  it  appear  fo  to  you.^  Sergeant.— Y^^^  Sir,'  as  1 
underlfood  it  nearly. 

D.  Clymer. — Did  you  hear  of  ary  one  willing  tg  come?  Sergeant ,—F^o ,  . 
5?ergeaat,  you  nwy  retire,  •  The 
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Yhe  Speaker  now  recapitulated  the  unfinillied  bufinefo,  and  v/Illied  to  know 

what  the  members  w'ould  chufe  to  do.  ^ 

Mr.  Wynkoop  would  be  glad  to  know,  if  there  was  no  way  to  compel  men, 
who  deferted  from  the  duty  they  owed  their  country,  to  a  performance  of  itj 
when  they  were  within  the  reach  of  the  Houfe.  If  there  is  not,  then  God 
he  merciful  to  us  !  I  I 

Mr.  La^jurey  believed  there  was  a  law  to  compel  the  abfent  members  to  ferve, 
which  was  palTed  in  the  year  1777  »  but  upon  inveftigaticn,  this  law  was  found 
wholly  inadequate,  and  upon  fearch  it  appeared,  that  the  only  penalty  to  which 
fuch  men  were  liable,  was  a  forfeiture  of  one  third  of  one  day  s  pay,  be.ng  the 
fum  of  five  (hillings  Pennfylvania  currency  )  and  this  is  inflicted  undet  one  of 
the  rules  for  the  regulation  of  the  members, conduct. 

Mr.  Robinfon.  —  \  believe.  Sir,  that  punifhment  is  not  in  our  power,  dor  can 
we  compel  their  prefenccj  fo  that  we  have  nothing  left  but  to  aojounii  but 
before  this  I  would  wi(h  to  make  a  few  obfervations.  Tnis  Houfe,  Sir,  have 
this  forenoon  agreed  to  call  a  convention  of  the  people  of  this  ftate,  in  order 
to  deliberate  upon  a  new  form  of  confederation-  I  would  remark,  that  this 
bufinefs  is  not  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  to  require  a  law  to  carry  it  into  effedfi  it 
being  merely  to  lay  down  the  mode  by  which  the  citizens  may  proceed  in  their 
choice  in  a  manner  bed  fuited  to  their  convenience.  This  bufinel's,  Sir,  is  of 
that  important  nature  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  that  it  muft  not 
be  fufFered  to  fail  by  the  feceflion  of  nineteen  of  your  members — though  forry 
I  am  that  our  journals  are  again  to  be  ftained  by  recording  the  conduct  of  an 
unmanly  minority.  But  palling  this  over,  1  think  there  will  be  a  propriety  of 
meeting  again,  and  under  our  refpedtive  fignatures  recommend  this  meafure  to 
our  conflituents.  Fully  impreffed  with  the  idea  of  its  importance  and  necef- 
fity,  I  cannot  but  ftrongly  recommend  its  adoption,  and  leave  thefe  men  to 
fufFer  the  flings  of  confcience,  and  that  contempt  and  difpleafure  of  their 
conflituents,  which  they  have  drawn  upon  themfelves.. 

Adjourned  until  To-morrow  half  pafl  nine. 


Saturday,  September  A.  M. 

Mr.  Speaker  took  the  chair,  and  on  calling  over  the  roll,  it  appeared  there 
■Were  but  forty-four  members  prefentj  namely,  all  thofe  who  appeared  yefler- 
day,  but  Mr.  ROBERT  BROWN  FROM  NORTHAMPTON,  who  has 
now  withdrawn  himfelf.  And  by  order,  the  Sergeant  at  Arms,  accompanied 
by  the  afliftant  clerk,  was  difpatched  in  purfuit  of  the  feceding  members.  But 
lirft  Mr.  G.  Clymer  prefented  to  the  chair  the  unanimous  refolution  of  Con- 
grefs,  which  he  faid  had  been  agreed  to  yeflerday,  and  was  forwarded  by  Mr* 
Bingham  to  him  exprefs,  having  chofen  this  mode  in  preference  to  the  ordinary- 
conveyance  by  port.  Whereupon, 

The  following  refolution  was  read,  and  fent  by  the  alFiftant  clerk  to  the 
receding  members,  (as  was  obferved  by  the  Speaker,)  in  order  to  remove  that 
objedfion,  which  they  had  taken  yeflerday  againfl  the  meafure. 


rhe  UNITED  STATES  in  CONGRESS 
Friday  ^  September  17^7* 

New-Hampfliire,  MalFachufetts,  Conneiflicut,  Nbw-Yofk,  Nev.'^- 
jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
South-Carollna  and  Georgia,  and  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Rofs. 
Congress  having  received  the  report  of  tl\e  Convention  lately  aflfembled 

in  Philadelphia,  ^ ^ 

X  Refolded 
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be  rebmitfed^to  a  X'ntLn  o  lT'“"'  ■"  order  to 

•hereof,  in  conforZitZ.o Te  Zft  ef  Ah  ”  '*’=  P-^le 

that  cafe,  ^  ‘^'o*' o*  of  the  convention,  raade  and  provided  in 

The  Speaker  left  the  chair  and  ;  ’f'f'fOMSON,  Secretary. 

and  Mr.  ?ircei  A-Ven  red  the  H  Z 

and  the  All  was  callT  whZ  f  refumed  the  chair, 

N,imet.  ^  following  gentlemen  anfwe.-ed  to  their 

From  the  City  of  Philadelphia-Mefifrs.  mU,Mcrris.  Fittafimmen, ,G .  Cly- 

T?  ^  i#  -  f}z6T y  sncl 

From  Chefter-MelTrs,  J-  rScatas,  F.ant,  and 

From  Lancafter— MelTrs.  Lo^jury,  Uubin  Carhenter  lVF,.-h  PC  x  m  r 

From  Yoxk—Ut^v^  M^Conaughty,  Scbmyfer,  M^Lellan,  \ni UUey 

From  Cumberland— NONE. 

From  Rerks-MelTrs.  J.  Heifler,  Kreemer,  G.  neifler^  Davis  and  D  CJyr>  er 
From  Northampton-Meffrs.  Drexler,  and  Burkholter  ^ 

i^TomBedford— -Mr.  Cannon. 

From  Northumberland— NONE. 

From  Wefimoreland-Mr.  Brackenridie. 

From  Wafhington— None. 

From  Fayette — NONE; 

From  Franklin~Mr.  M'Calmont. 

From  Montgomery— Meffrs.  ?.  meeler  C  /V  rr 
From  Dauphin— Meffrs.  J.  MiUy,  and  c'arL  ' 

Being  45,  and  with  the  Sn'^^akpr  An  flc'  l 
quorum:  ^  ^  "“mher  which  conftitutes  a 

of  yederday. 

of  the  cZZy  oVMZn^glLZy'TfirilrhTH"'^  forty-three  inhabitants 
meafure,  to  hZe  a  con^entloT^f  t  :7e  1 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  iZ  on'^  :he  the 
The  Committee  appointed  to  feledt  fuch  hnt^n^r  r 
Houle,  as  would  be  proper  to  recommend  to  th  ^ 

ing  General  AlTcmbly  made  renort  wl  '  h  ^  a^^ention  of  the  fucceed- 

on  the  table.  ^  ^  ordered  to  lie 

Mr.  ArCaimonf  informed  the  Houfe  that  ho  r  , 

into  the  affembly  room,  contrary  to  his  wilhe.s  ihZ^  ^  '’'““^hE 

rrif  “■  -  -  h-Ltritvr -  s 

Wili  give  feme  reafonZhy  forc^^Tarlre'^ry  m’ma\rhhl“r''hi^^^^  ‘’I 

."IS" "  'sZeYy  tzrg  t:::ht\Tio,f 

•cafon  that  he  diould  be  ftiffered  to^  go  off' again."  ’ 

guiltyAnZdnrthe  gAulnL^ffom^  bomber  of  the  Houfe  was 

was.  h^  tho/ght'irre^A^  sr  L“rl 

their 
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their  difapprobation.  But  we  are  to  confider,  Sir,  that  the  Member  is  now 
here,  and  that  the  bufinefs  of  the  State  cannot  be  accomplhhed,  if  any  one  is 
fufFered  to  withdraw  :  from  which  confideration  I  conclude,  it  will  be  extreme¬ 
ly  improper  for  any  Member  to  leave  this  Houfe,  until  the  laws  and  other 
unfinilhed  bulinefs,  is  completed. 

Mr,  Robinfon. —  [  believe  my  fentlments.  Sir,  are  well  know'n  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  the  new  federal  conflitution,  and  I  yefterday  declared  ray  ftrong  difap- 
probation  of  the  condudt  ofthofe  Members,  who,  by  leaving  the  Koufe/  have 
forfaken  that  obligation  they  owe  their  God,  their  country,  and  their  con- 
fcience.  But  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  decidedly  condemn  their  ccndudf,  I  would 
not  whh  to  adl  by  any  means  unfair,  in  completing  that  buhnefs  v/hich  they 
have  negledted.' — No,  Sir,  I  conhder  that  there  are  but  forty-hve  Members 
here,  if  the  gentleman  is  retained  by  compulfion.' — He  cannot.  Sir,  be  detained 
againft  his  will  j  and  if  the  Member  is  fo  callous  as  to  refufe  the  calls  of  his 
country  to  do  her  fervice,  and  forfakes  his  duty,  when  much  is  r  equired,  he 
muft  hand  refponfible  to  his  condituents,  and  to  his  God,  and  muft  fuifer  the 
general  odium  and  reproach  of  every  friend  to  decency  or  order.  But,  Sir,  we 
have  no  authority  to  confine  him  within  thefe  walls  i  if  any  gentleman  fuppofe 
fo,  they  will  find  upon  a  due  confideration,  that  their  opinion  is  not  well  found- 
ed.  Jf  any  improper  method  has  been  uled  to  bring  him  here,  and  he  is  de¬ 
tained  againft  his  will,  I  do  conceive  v/e  are  not  a  Houfe. 

Mr.  IWackenridge. — It  may  be  a  proper  queflion  for  the  Houfe  to  difcufs, 
whether  their  officers  by  force  have  brought  this  Member  here,  or  whether 
other  Members  have  by  violence  compelled  him.  I  fuppofe  in  either  of 
thefe  cafes,  the  Houfe  might  have  cognizance.  But  if  the  Member  has  been 
condmUled  by  the  citiizens  of  Philadelphia  to  his  feat  in  the  legiflature,  and 
they  have  not  treated  him  with  the  refpedl  and  veneration  he  deierves,  it  muft 
lie  v/ith  him  to  obtain  fatisfadlion,  but  not  with  us.  The  gentleman  by  anfwer- 
ing  to  his  name,  vyhen  the  roll  was  called,  acknowledged  himielf  prefent,  and 
forms  a  part  of  the  Houfe.  Well,  Sir,  I  conceive  the  queftion  is,  what  is  to 
be  done  now  he  is  here — for  hov/  he  came  here,  can  form  no  part  of  our  en¬ 
quiry,  whether  his  friends  brought  him  {  and  I  ffiould  think  they  could  not  be 
his  enemies,  who  \yould  compel  him  to  do  his  duty,  and  avoid  wrong  )  I  fay. 
Sir,  whether  his  friends  brought  him,  or  by  the  influence  of  good  advice  pevr 
fuaded  him  to  come,  and  he  did  come  i  or  whether  to  eafe  his  difficulty  in 
walking  to  this  room,  they  brought  him  in  a  fedan  chair,  or  by  whatever 
ways  or  means  he  introduced  hlrnfelf  among  us. — All  we  are  to  know,,  is, 
that  he  is  here,  and  it  only  remains  for  us  to  decide,  whether  he  ffiall  have 
leave  of  abfence' — now,  if  the  gentleman  can  fliew,  that  his  life  will  be  en- 
dangered  by  flaying  with  us  (  for  I  ffiould  think  the  lofs  of  health  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  an  infufficient  reafon  )  we  may  grant  him  the  indulgence' 
he  aik  for — v/aving  the  whole  flory  of  his  coming,  I  prefume  the  Houfe  can 
immediately  decide,  whether  he  nsay  retire  or  not. 

Mr.  M'Calniont. — I  defire  that  the  rules  may  be  read,  and  I  will  agree 
to  ftand  by  the  deciflon  of  the  houfe. 

The  rules  were  read  accordingly,  and  it  appeared,  that  every  member 
v/ho  did  not  anfv/er  on  calling  the  roll,  fliculd  pay  two  Ihillings  and  fix  pence, 
or,  if  there  was  not  a  quorum  without  ^iip,  five  ffiillings. 

Mr.  M' Calmont  then  rofe  from  his  place,  and  putting  his  hand  in  his  pocket 

took  out  fome  loofefilver,  and  flfid,  well.,  SirV  here  is  vour  five  fhil'ir.trs,  fo 

.1  ,  "■  ' 
let  me  go.  > 
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Th.s  ud.cous  crcurn'Unce  occafioned  a  loud  laugh  in  the  gallery.  And 

hnp!  him,  that  the  perldn  who  had  been  appointed  to  receive  the 

fine  ,  was  not  ,n  h,s  place  t  but  if  he  was,  the  member  Lght  not  to  pay  it  as 

he  bad  not  brc.te  the  rule,  which  declared  thofe  perfons  only  finabll  4ho 

d,d  not  appear  and  anfwer  to  their  names  :  he  had  done  both,  Cd  ,  e’refl'e 
might  retain  his  money.  anu  ineierore 

Mr.  Fttz.f.mcns  hoped  ihe  member  M^ould  not  be  diTmiiTed  ;  for  he  though'' 
no  one  man  ought  to.  be  allowed  to  break  up  the  alTemblv  of  Pennfyivan’a*^ 

-at.:".:' r,  ,c. 

hnwl"  affidant  clerk  had,  by  this  time,  returned  from 

hu„,„.g  up  the  feceed.ng  members-and  appearing  in  the  houfe,  the  cl-rk 

■vva-  examined  at  the  bar,  and  related  as  follows  ;  •  -  ■  > 

]  wein  Sir,  in  purfuante  of  your  order,  with  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  in  fearch 
of  the  abfent  members.  Firft,'  Sir,  1  went  to  maior  Fnvr”c  U  r 

Mr.  and  Mr,  ,  informed  .rem  ^t  -^rs^aTer  :!:'rLr: 

beis  p^lenthad  fent  mefor  them,  and  (hewed  them  the  reLuticn  ofCori- 

g,ef„.  They  told  me  in  anfwer,  that  they  wn/d  ,„t  atteKil'  Before  I  cot 

from^that_  door,  I  faw  Ccl.  and  feme  other  membdr,  who  I  donotfj 

collect,  at  a  grea^  oilfance.  I  went  after  them  to  the  corner  of  rch  and 

oixth-Hreets.  1  faw  Mr.  i?ar, 'and  Mr.'  sF/W/ry,  col.  and  forrte  other 

mem  her  orttno  rrvutnfcl  a _ _  r-sa-r  .r...  ,,  .  ciuer 


1  .  ,  . i  ipcr ,  anu  lome 

member  going  toward  Market-rtreet. ' '  Mr.  Fi}>dirj  UHeJ  ,-,und.  a„J  Ta 


T  r  .  r  f  r  1  r.,  liyoKcu  louna,  ana  tanv  me 

I J^ppofid,  pr  he  mended  hh  pace  ■.  I  folliwed  Mr.  Ti>Vi- and  M^r  Bar’ 
who  .ke,ot  on  to  Market-rt  reet,  and  fodn  turned  the  corner  f  before  I  L  tberl 
Jped/^he  c/Mr.  F,ndhy,anbc,  I  fuppefed  had  i;ct  intc  feme  heu'e  I  w-nt’ 
forward  after  and  'Bar,  and  came  up  with  them,  and  told  them  of  the 

unanimous  re.dution  o.  Congrefs,  biit  they  anfv.  ered  me  in  the  fame  manner 
that  they  acv./.s/ From  them  I  wenrto  Mr.  V/hitehilPs  lodging’ 

one,  tba.  fVanehdl  Kaas  up  flere  ;  Jh.e  arentup.  and  ftald jeme  time,  nchen 
fie  eturned,  and  tcld  me  he  anas  net  at  Berne.  I  fa„  alfo  Mt.  Clark  and  Mr. 
MDemetl  in  the  dreet  and  Mr.  Af‘Z>„W/told  me,  he  would  confide,-  of  the 

Vvpo -n"’  i^*:  ’f.  j“«:  I  law  Mr.  Mitchell  at  Mr. 

nebill  s  lodging,  and  he  faid  he  eecii/Y net  attend.  Mr.  Dale,  and  Mr  Amis 

yound  at  them  lodgings,  .  D'ale  taU  nta  he  -.ceuld  net  attend.  Mr.  An- 

dir.aid,  this  refoiution  of  Congrefs  bad  not  come  olficially.  and  therefore /ve 
naeuld  net  attend.  D.  Ctymer  alked,  if  Mr.  ADCa/ment  had  oiTered  any  ex- 
cule,  when  he  was  ciehreri  to  attend  ? 

Clerk.  No,  he  Fiid,  he  had  heard  of  the  rel'olution  of  Cone-refs  but  ke  ^ojould 
not  attend.  C*  s 

Thus  ended  the  report  of  the  cleric. 

Mr  /.c^gsoi  enteied  into  a  long  detail  of  the  benefits  and  advantages  which 
would  lelult  from  the  adoption  of  the  propofed  confederation  ;  when  f  evera! 
of  the  members  defired  he  would  confine  himl'elf  to  the  Ciueuion.  Ke  went  cn 
to  remark,  tliat  the. member  was  a  part  of  the  houfe  ,  he  had  anfwered  to  his 

name  and  after  this  it  lay  entirely  with  the  houfe,  whether  they  would  dif- 
mil.s  liim  or  no. 

not  conceive  the  qiiefiion  to  be,  whether  he  ftall  he 
1  mi  or  ^not  ,  but  as  the  ooors  are  open,  he  ir.ay  go  out,  and  if  he  does 
fee  lo  only  re.por.hble  to  iits  ccnffitucnts  for  his  condu<SV.  I  conceive  he  can- 

j  i  ’ 

"  not 


- . 


of  Pennsylvania. 


141 


»ot  be  detained  |s  In  prifon,  and  It  refts  with  the  gentleman  whether  he  will 
iiay  or  go. 

Mr.  IVyrikoop  exprefled  fome  amaze  at  the  argument  of  the  gentleman.  The 
member,  Mr.  M‘Calmont,  had  fvvorn  to  do  the  duties  he  was  delegated  to  ; 
there  had  been  nothing  of  force  in  that,  and  he  flionld  not,  for  his  part,  think 
himlelf  at  liberty  to  withdraw,  until  the  bufinefs  v.'as  completed  >  nor  could 
he  think  any  member  ought.  He  would  call  on  the  gentleman  to  aflign  his 
reafons  for  abfconding  from  his  duty,  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  Avhere  he  might 
be  heard  as  to  his  complaint  ;  bat  the  houfe  could  not  be  formed  without  him. 

Mr.  M'Calmont  replied,  he  was  not  to  be  called  to  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  he 
had  to  anfwer  for  his  conduct  at  another  bar. 

Mr.  D.  Clymsr  v.'as  of  opinion,  the  member  was  within  the  pow'er  of  the 
houle  by  being  prefent,  and  indanced  the  cafe  of  general  Ganfell,  who  was 
arrefled  by  the  IherifF’s  odicers,  in  a  protedled  place.  The  determination  of 
the  judges  was,  that  as  he  was  taken,  he  fhould  be  confined,  until  the  debt 
w^as  paid  ;  though  he  had  his  adlion  for  damages  againft  the  officers,  who  had 
broken  the  law  of  the  realm  in  arreding  him.  So,  he  was  for  punidiing  eve¬ 
ry  perlon,  who  had  ill-treated  the  gentleman,  however  faulty  his  conduct 
wa.s,  it  belonged  not  to  individuals  to  punidi  ;  that  was  to  be  left  to  the  judges, 
who,  no  doubt,  will  fee  the  laws  properly  executed. 

Mr.  Fitzfimons  was  a  friend  to  good  order  and  decorum,  but  he  believed 
the  gentleman’s  complaint  was  not  to  be  redredfed  by  the  houfe.  The  mem¬ 
ber  himfelf  has  trefpaded — may  be  inadvertently,  fince  he  had  taken  hi.s  feat. 
He  had  perhaps  offered  the  greated  indignity  to  the  legiflature  of  Fennfylva- 
nia,  which  could  be  offered.  He  has.  Sir,  tendered  you  a  fine  of  five  fhil- 
Jings,  In  order  to  be  permitted  to  dedroy  the  bufinefs,  if  not  the  good  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  date.  On  this.  Sir,  I  will  make  no  refledfiens — the  mem^- 
ber  IS  now  here,  and  we  may  determine  that  he  dial!  day,  not  only  on  con- 
ftitutional  ground,  but  from  the  law  of  nature,  that  will  not  fuffer  any  body  to 
dedroy  its  own  exidencej  prematurely. 

Mr.  Rebinfon.—Tht  quedion,  Sir.  is  vyhether  the  memberfhall  have  leave 
of  abfence— Nowfuppofe  the  houfe  determine,  that  he  lhall  not,  and  yet  he 
fhould  attempt  to  with.:;raw.  Certainly  you  will  not  lock  your  doors.  >  (Mr. 

interrupted  with,  yes.  Sir,  if  no  other  method  could  retain  him) 
This  can  t  be  proper,  Sir,  for  it  appears  to  me  inconfident  with  the  rules  of 
every  houfe,  to  return  a  perfon  as  a  member  by  compulfion.  With  refpedl 
to  calling  a  convention,  I  apprehend  the  recommendation  of  forty-four  mem¬ 
bers  will  have  as  good  effedf,  as  if  the  confent  of  that  gentleman  was  obtained; 
for  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania  will  not  lofe  their  rights  or  liberty,  becaufe 
nineteen  member.s  abfeonded  this  houfe.  But,  Sir,  I  can’t  admit  the  idea 
that  there  is  a  houfe,  while  the  member  declares  he  is  retained  by  com- 

pulfion— but  as  long  as  he  anfwers  to  his  name,  and  keeps  his  feat,  there 
furely  is  a  houfe. 

D.  Clymcr  would  aft,  if  the  power  to  refule  leave  of  abfence  did  not  imply 
n  power  to  detato  the  perfon,  and  whether  In  that  cafe,  if  it  was  nece.Tary  to 

to  him*  wTh  r*  1  r  An  anecdote  had  occurred 

to  communicate,  though  fomewhat  foreign.- 

tahntU-e  tf-  ‘f'  ‘ •  ^fm-lar  fecefjicn  haJ 

fame  numoer  cf  members,  namely  nineteen  hn^  th  >r 
....  ■ 

■  Mr... 
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Mr.  G.  Clyrner  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  even  had  not  the  gentleman  fub- 
mitted  himfelf  to  the  decihon  of  the  houfe,  tnat  tney  were  competent  to  ufe 
meafures  to  compel  his  flay. 

The  Speaker  now  dated  the  queftion. 

Mr.  Robinfcn  had  all  along  agreed,  that  the  member  was  in  the  power  of 
the  houfe,  after  anlweringto  his  name — but  he  had  fuppoled  him  to  be  held 
by  cornpulfion,  and  if  fo,  then  they  were  not  a  houfe. 

Mr.  M'Calmcnt  now  rofe,  and  made  towards  the  door.  Mr.  Fitz,ftmens 
addrefied  him,  but  fo  as  not  to  be  heard — and  the  gallery  called  oni  JIop  /jim  ; 
there  bein^  a  number  of  citizens  at  the  door  he  went  toward.  The  commo- 
tion  fubdded  in  a  few  feconds,  and  Mr.  M’-Calmont  returned  to  his  feat,  to  w  ait 
the  decifion  of  the  houle. 

Mr.  Fitzfimsns  informed  the  Speaker,  that  Mr.  M'Calmont  had  told  hum, 
he  hadoccafjon  to  go  out,  and  was  willing  to  go  in  company  wdih  the  feigeant 
0.1  arms;  he  thereupon  hoped  the  gentleman’s  wifn  might  be  complied  with. 

The  Speaker  put  the  queftion,  (hall  Mr.  M'CJmsnt  have  leave  of  abfence 
which  was  determined  almoft,  if  not  quire,  unanimoudy,  in  the  negative. 

The  houfe  now  proceeded  to  compare  and  enadl  a  number  of  bills,  which 
w'ere  lying  engroffed  on  the  table. 

On  motion  the  houfe  refumed  the  eonfideration  of  the  unfinlrhed  refolutions, 
which  were  prefented  yeflerday,  by  Mr.  G.  Clyrter ,  when  tae  one  hxing  the 
day  for  holding  the  election  of  delegates  to  convention,  was  read. 

Mr.  Brackenridge  moved  to  infert  the  firft  Tuefday  in  November,  to  be 
the  day  throughout  the  State. 

Mr.  Wynkcop  thought  the  lall  Tuefday  m  Cciober,  would  allow  fufficlcnt 
— but  Mr.  Z).  Clyrner  approved  of  the  raoft  didant  day.  None  of  the 
gentlemen  were  anxious  about  the  week,  and  therefore  agreed  the  queflion 
fhould  be  on  the  firft  Tuefday  in  November. 

Mr.  M'Calmc?it  thought  this  much  too  early,  and  moved  fuccefilvely  for 
the  laft  Tuefday,  the  third  Tuefday,  and  fcccnd  Tuefday  in  December,  v/ith- 
out  being  feconded. 

The  queftion  was  therefore  taken  on  the JirJ}  Tuefday  in  November,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

On  appointing  the  place  where  the  convention  fliould  fit,  it  was  propofed 
by  Mr.  MXalmont  to  alter  it  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  Cariifie, 
but  in  this  he  was  not  feconded.  He  then  moved  for  Lancafter,  and  after 
Pome  time  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Lowry.  The  Yea;  and  Nays  were  called  by 
him  on  this  queftion,  and  are  ; 

YEAS.  Lowry,  Huble.y,  Carpenter,  Work,  Rofs,  Clemfon,  M‘Conagby, 
Schmyfer,  M‘Lellan,  J.  Heifter,  G.  Hcifter,  Cannon,  M’Calmont,  Miley, 
Carfon.  15. 

NAYS.  Will,  Morris,  Fitzfimmons,  Clyrner,  Hilezeimer,  Gray,  Pvobinfon, 
Salter,  Logan,  Foulke,  Wynkoop,  Chapman ,  Upp,  Moore,  Willing,  Ralfton, 
Evans,  Thomas,  Wheclen,  Lilley,  Kieemer, Davis,  D.  Ciymer  Trexler,  Burk- 
halter,  Brackenridge,  Moore,  Wheeler,  Hockley,  and  Riite.  30. 

So  it  was  determined  in  the  negative,  and  afterward  the  refolution  w-as 
agreed  to  as  it  ftood. 

Mr.  G.  Clytner  now  moved  to  infert  thefe  words  in  the  preamble,  “  And 
whereas  Congrefs  on  Friday  the  twenty-eighth  inftant,  did  unanimoufiy  re- 
folve,  that  the  faid  conftitution  be  tranl^mltted  to  the  feveral  legiflatures  of  the 
ftates  to  the  intent  aforefaid.”  Which  being  done,  the  comniirtee  who  had 
'  '  '  been 
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been  appointed  to  fee  the  fcals  fet  to  the  Jaws,  reported  they  had  performed 

The  warrant  for  their  pay  was  delivered  to  the  Members  prefent,  and  Mr 
M-Calmont  received  thofe  intended  for  the  Members  who  had  withdrawn 

intilm'“  refo- 

RefiheJ  unanlir.,ujly.  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  pr^fented  to  the 

i^rff  atil’n  of  theimpornnt  duties  of 

To  which  the  Speaker  returned  for  anfwar  : 

Gentlemen, 

Your  Speaker  is  extremely  gratified  to  find  the  General  Affembl.  of  Penn 
fylvania  approve  hts  endeavours  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  h,  n  ?  ^  of  Penn- 

=3  ;3“37.."  ”  " 
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